
 National Parks Centennial Celebration  

Plastic Bag Ban Successful | Wildlife Corridors | Oregon LNG Pipeline | MPA Baseline Monitoring
Planning for a Living Plaza | Cannabis Enforcement | Local Renewable Energy

In the wake of a devastating fire season, 
it’s time to consider

community preparedness 

In the wake of a devastating fire season, In the wake of a devastating fire season, 
it’s time to considerit’s time to consider

community preparedness community preparedness 

In the wake of a devastating fire season, 
it’s time to consider

community preparedness 

Are You
Prepared

for the next

Fire?

Are YouAre YouAre You
PreparedPreparedPrepared

for the nextfor the nextfor the next

Fire?Fire?Fire?

 
Published by the Northcoast Environmental Center Since 1971

Dec 2017/Jan 2018Vol. 47, No. 6 Arcata, CaliforniaOver 45 Years of Environmental News   



butts, which is an increase of 257 
percent over last year.

• Completed another successful year 
working with Delia Bense-Kang, our 
Marine Protected Areas Coordinator. 
Funding for her position was obtained 
through the Resource Legacy Fund 
and ended November 2017. Delia 
was a great asset to NEC with her 
dedication, love of all things ocean, 
and fresh ideas. We wish Delia the 
best as she moves on to teach surfi ng 
in Nicaragua.
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Cover Photo:  Burned neighborhood in Santa 
Rosa, CA. Photo: © Jason Baldwin, printed with 
permission.
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As the year comes to a close, we’d 
like to share some of the NEC’s 2017 
accomplishments:
• Concerns about the eff ects of the 

2016 elections resulted in NEC 
reviving letter-writing campaigns 
through the NEC Action Group. 
� e letter writing follows important 
legislation and actions by the Trump 
administration that will harm the 
environment. Letters, emails, and 
phone calls are directed to policy-
makers and lawmakers who can 
infl uence the decisions.

• � e NEC continues its legislative 
policy intern program which 
engages students in civic action 
to understand how policies and 
regulations are created and changed 
through Congressional actions and 
laws.

• � e NEC joined other environmental 
organizations in a letter opposing 
H.R. 2936 (Resilient Federal Forest 
Act). � is bill—using fi re hysteria— 
threatens to eliminate existing 
environmental protections embodied 

in the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
and the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) which are 
critical for protecting the national 
forests of the Pacifi c Northwest 
and throughout the United States. 
� ese forests provide clean drinking 
water for local communities, habitat 
for fi sh and wildlife, and outdoor 
hunting, fi shing, and recreation 
opportunities for the public that 
cherish our nation’s public lands.

• In the Spring, NEC joined other 
environmental organizations 
in commenting on the Trump 
Administration’s plan to remove 
many safeguards via the Streamlining 
Regulatory Processes and Reducing 
Regulatory Burden (82 FR 31576). 
� e sweeping changes could threaten 
the environmental health of our 
oceans, estuaries and endangered 
fi sh and other marine animals.

• � e NEC partnered with the 
Great Old Broads for Wilderness, 
a wilderness advocacy group, and 
the Smith River Alliance to host 
100 wilderness and conservation 
activists from around the nation to 
immerse them in the beauty of the 
redwoods and northwest California. 
As a result, the Great Old Broads for 

 

Wilderness testifi ed at 
hearings and wrote 
letters supporting 
better forest 
m a n a g e m e n t 
and additions to 
the wilderness 
and Wild and 
Scenic Rivers 
programs.

• The NEC is 
a t t e n d i n g 
s t r a t e g y 
meetings and 
C o n g r e s s i o n a l 
hearings to support 
the creation of a 
nationwide system to 
identify important wildlife 
corridors, similar to the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers program concept. 

• � e NEC’s Coastal Program 
Coordinator Madison Peters 
organized another vital and 
successful Coastal Cleanup Day, 
removing over fi ve tons of trash from 
our waterways and bringing together 
over 600 volunteers.

• � rough the work of our Program 
Coordinator Anne Maher, the NEC’s 
Adopt-a-Block has grown to 19 
volunteers who have gathered 11,276 Continued on page 3
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Andy Alm
In January 1971, I cut high school with 
my friends and waded  into an oil spill 
cleanup eff ort. I was 16. The fi rst Earth Day 
happened nine months before. 
I attended Humboldt State University in 1975, and 
visited the NEC to do research on Humboldt Bay for an 
assignment. In the back room of a backpacking shop 
were all these people working passionately for the 
environment.  Sid Dominitz, the EcoNews editor, put 
me to work right away. Sid encouraged my writing and I 
decided to declare a Journalism major at HSU. I was soon 
an intern for EcoNews at the NEC, and after gradutating 
became EcoNews Coordinator.
Eventually I helped set up the fi rst NEC website, and have 
continued to help with website upgrades and maintenance. 
For more about Andy, read a longer version of this article 
online at www.yournec.org. Photo: Mark Larson.  
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Rotating hosts talk with a variety of experts and guests on a range of topics
Past shows are archived on our website for download or streaming 

Bouquets to Plaza Be Inspired for 
hosting the NEC and supplying the 
wine during Arts Arcata on November 10! 

Bouquets of popcorn to the Miniplex in 
Richard’s Goat for partnering with the NEC to 
show We the People 2.0 on November 15.  

Bouquets of virtual fl owers to Andy Alm for 
all his help during our website transition and 
being available for techy questions.

Bouquets of cleanup supplies to all our new 
Adopt-a-Block and Adopt-A Beach adoptees!

Bouquet of kelp fronds to Resource Legacy 
Fund for their long-standing funding to 
support outreach and education focused 
on North Coast marine protected areas, 
and continued funding to support Coastal 
Currents and Ocean Night through April 2018!

Bouquets of eternal gratitude to Delia Bense-
Kang for her dedication to educating our 
community on the importance of marine 
protected areas, organizing the last two 
years of Ocean Night and overall being an 
extraordinary human. We’ll miss you and 
wish you the best waves ever in Nicaragua!

  

Adopt-A-Block
Help the NEC keep Arcata clean and prevent debris from 
entering our stormdrains by adopting a block near you!

Contact us to sign up and get involved! 
707-822-6918  •  www.yournec.org/adoptablock

Join the NEC @ 
Cider for Non-Pro� ts & zero-waste Holiday 
Card Making!
10% of cider sales go to the NEC

Don’t forget the NEC for 
your holiday gift shopping!

We have t-shirts, hoodies, 
and bags - great gifts!

Cider Night
for the NEC
Join us for zero 
waste holiday 
card making!

10% of cider sales 
will go to the NEC!

Tuesday, December 12
5-9 pm
Humboldt Cider Co. Taproom
517 F St. Eureka CA 95501

Humboldt Cider Co. Taproom
517 F St., Eureka

Tuesday, December 12
5-9pm

Cider NightCider Night
for the NEC
Cider Night
for the NEC
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Santa Rosa (Sonoma County) during and after the devastating fi res in October. 
Photos: © Jason Baldwin, printed with permission. 

Community Preparation Crucial to 
Response for Future Wildfires

Claire Roth
A 3 a.m. evacuation signaled the 

beginning of a nightmare for thousands of 
people and animals in Northern California 
counties in October, as their homes and 
communities went up in fl ames. Decades 
of fi re suppression and a trend of drought 
has allowed for the buildup of fuel—organic 
combustible material accumluated by the 
lack of a natural burn cycle. Fire is a part of 
life, but when it is held back in the belief that 
it cannot coexist with humanity, it can come 
back with a vengeance.

� e 14 wildfi res in Mendocino, 
Sonoma, Napa, and Solano counties in 
the Northern California area ate through 
miles of developed and undeveloped areas, 
taking down homes, parks, public spaces, 
and department stores in the late hours of 
October 8 and early morning of October 9. 
Conjectures as to how the fi re began point 
to downed PG&E power lines knocked 
over by unusually high winds. � e wind 
during the time of the worst of the fi res, 
such as with the Tubbs Fire in Santa Rosa, 
measuredto be as fast as 75 mph, carried 
the fl amesin some of the deadliest fi res 
in California history from fuel source to 
fuel source.

With the devastation of the fi res still 
in full swing, EcoNews Report host Jennifer Kalt, 
Director of Humboldt Baykeeper, spoke with Cybelle 
Immitt, planner with the Humboldt County Public 
Works Department, and Tracy Katelman, a forester 
and founder of ForEverGreen Forestry, about the 
absolute necessity of community preparedness for 
wildfi re in Humboldt County.

“With the fi res down south, I’m sure a lot of 
us have been thinking about...what would we do in 
the same situation? How would we be prepared?” 
Katelman said. � e redwood curtain surrounding 
our county, even with its coastal fog and damp earth, 
does not exempt us from the dangers of wildfi re. 
A scorch-scarred redwood snag sits in Katelman’s 
backyard, a testament to the past fi res in the area.

Katelman and Immitt have been working with 
Humboldt County Fire Safe Council to update the 
Humboldt County Wildfi re Protection Plan.

A lack of resources is a cause for concern in terms 
of fi re preparedness in Humboldt County. Local fi re 
chiefs have voiced concern about what would happen 
if a fi re breaks out while fi re-fi ghting resources are 
not in the area. For example, if CalFire is fi ghting a 
fi re elsewhere and therefore not in the area, local 
volunteer fi re departments are the ones who step in. 

� ough they are well-trained, the fi re departments 
cannot always replicate the resources CalFire have, 
including the ability to attack the fi re by air.

“It’s not quite the same as CalFire. A lot of those 
air resources that put that fi re [near Blue Lake] out 
really quickly are out of town, “ Immitt said. “So, a 
day later could have made a huge diff erence with that 
fi re because that’s when things blew up down south 
and those helicopters and airplanes were then busy, 
a lot further away. It could have been a much more 
destructive fi re for that neighborhood. � at’s what 
we’re worried about. � at’s what we want people to 
be prepared for.”

Katelman, Immitt, and the Council are discussing 
how to prepare local communities to coexist with 
fi res in Humboldt County. We exist within an 
environment, Immitt explains, that has historically 
had many more burns than we have allowed in recent 
years. “Part of the reason we’re in this situation...is 
because we’ve been so great at suppressing fi re for so 
long,” Immitt said.

Working with communities towards coexisting 
with fi res instead of suppressing them and making 
sure homes and other infrastructure are prepared is 
a goal of the Council. Continued on page 12
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• We welcomed our new offi  ce assistant 
Tiff any Perez, who has proven herself to be 
a quick learner and passionate about the 
environment. 

• � e NEC held two successful dinner 
fundraisers that brought together long-
time NEC members and new supporters for 
socializing, great food, music and games. 

• � e NEC joined with SAFE and EPIC to 
successfully convince Trinity County to 
turn down grant money for a study that 
could have resulted in the construction of 
an east-west railroad right though critical 
habitat of both Six Rivers and Shasta-Trinity 
National Forests. 

• In the spring, NEC partnered with Redwood 
Region Audubon Society to co-sponsor 
the � ird Annual Tim McKay Memorial 
Birdathon, which was a fl ocking success.

• � e NEC participated in public meetings and 
written comments for the CEQA process for 
Humboldt and Trinity counties, looking for 
stricter enforcement of regulations to curb 
environmental abuses of cannabis growing. 

• � e NEC joined with others in requesting 
that the EPA follow through on its proposed 
ban of all uses of the dangerous pesticide 
chlorpyrifos, which is highly toxic to bees 
and developing human fetuses. 

• � e NEC organized a spectacular All Species 
Parade at this year’s North Country Fair 
in September. � e theme of Sanctuary for 
All Species celebrated protected areas like 
National Parks, Monuments, and Forests. 

• We held our fi rst Endangered Art Show at 
the NEC booth at the North Country Fair, 
featuring dozens of wonderful pieces of 
original artwork. 

• � e NEC continues to produce informative, 
reliable and visually appealing environmental 
news though EcoNews, thanks to our Editor 
Morgan Corviday.  � is February will mark 
the beginning of Morgan’s eighth year 
working for the NEC!

Photos: Left colum, top down: The NEC and EPIC rename 
pit toilets as “Zinkes”, photo: courtesy of EPIC. Anne and 
Madison at the March for Science, photo: Shohei Morita. 
Gary and Jan Friedrichsen, hosts of the NEC Summer Bar-
B-Q party, photo: Bill Rodstrom. Adopt-a-Block volunteers 
pose after a Plaza cleanup, photo: NEC archives. 
Photos: Right colum, top down: Anne, Bella, Madison, 
and Morgan at the Women’s March, photo: Jensen Green. 
Madison tabling at Arts!Alive, photo: Bella Waters. Anne 
and Madison with umbrellas from the All Species Parade, 
photo: Erika Granadino. 

the Northcoast Environmental Center  - Year in Review 2017
Continued from page 1

All of these accomplishments and more wouldn’t be 
possible without your support—so thank you! Please 
consider donating, renewing your membership or 
gifting an NEC membership in the coming year to help 
us continue our important work! 
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Santa Rosa (Sonoma County) during and after the devastating fi res in October. 
Photos: © Jason Baldwin, printed with permission. 
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wildfi re in Humboldt County.
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us have been thinking about...what would we do in 
the same situation? How would we be prepared?” 
Katelman said. � e redwood curtain surrounding 
our county, even with its coastal fog and damp earth, 
does not exempt us from the dangers of wildfi re. 
A scorch-scarred redwood snag sits in Katelman’s 
backyard, a testament to the past fi res in the area.

Katelman and Immitt have been working with 
Humboldt County Fire Safe Council to update the 
Humboldt County Wildfi re Protection Plan.

A lack of resources is a cause for concern in terms 
of fi re preparedness in Humboldt County. Local fi re 
chiefs have voiced concern about what would happen 
if a fi re breaks out while fi re-fi ghting resources are 
not in the area. For example, if CalFire is fi ghting a 
fi re elsewhere and therefore not in the area, local 
volunteer fi re departments are the ones who step in. 

� ough they are well-trained, the fi re departments 
cannot always replicate the resources CalFire have, 
including the ability to attack the fi re by air.

“It’s not quite the same as CalFire. A lot of those 
air resources that put that fi re [near Blue Lake] out 
really quickly are out of town, “ Immitt said. “So, a 
day later could have made a huge diff erence with that 
fi re because that’s when things blew up down south 
and those helicopters and airplanes were then busy, 
a lot further away. It could have been a much more 
destructive fi re for that neighborhood. � at’s what 
we’re worried about. � at’s what we want people to 
be prepared for.”

Katelman, Immitt, and the Council are discussing 
how to prepare local communities to coexist with 
fi res in Humboldt County. We exist within an 
environment, Immitt explains, that has historically 
had many more burns than we have allowed in recent 
years. “Part of the reason we’re in this situation...is 
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long,” Immitt said.
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cannabis

being evaluated for “patch” size and location which is 
important for migrating neotropical birds. In urban 
Oslo, Norway, people are planting pollinator-friendly 
species to allow for migration of bees across the city.

“� ere is no doubt that protecting wildlife 
corridors is one of the most important proactive 
steps that we have to safeguard our country’s wildlife 
and majestic public lands,” stated Robert Stanton, 
former Director of the National Park Service and 
Endangered Species Coalition board member. (� e 
NEC is an active member of the Coalition.) 
What you can do: 
• Write to your congressional delegation to support 
reintroduction of the Wildlife Corridors Conservation 
Act. Contact information for your elected offi  cials 
can be found here: www.usa.gov/elected-offi  cials.
• Take E.O. Wilson’s online pledge at www.act.half-
earthproject.org/pledge/.

At a future date, the NEC will auction a signed 
copy of E.O. Wilson’s Half Earth. (Wilson added a 
sketch of an ant to his signature in the book when he 
learned it was for NEC’s conservation work).

More details on how the Wildlife Corridor 
Conservation Act would work and its management 
goals can be found by reading a longer verion of this 
article online at the NEC website www.yournec.org. 

A drawing of an endangered kit fox from the NEC’s 
Endangered Art Show at this year’s North Country Fair, 
September 2017. Artist: Miriam Hohl, colored pencil.

“Studies show that if we conserve half of our land and seas, at least 85 
percent of species will be protected from extinction.” – Biologist, myrmecologist (ant 
researcher) and Pulitzer Prize-winning author, Dr. Edward O. Wilson in his latest book, “Half Earth.”

Wildlife Corridors: Protect Half the 
Earth to Save More than Half of Species

Dan Sealy
Dr. E. O. Wilson spoke at a conference in 

Washington, D.C. this October in support of a bill 
proposed by Rep. Don Beyer (D-VA). Rep. Beyer 
introduced the Wildlife Corridor Conservation Act in 
late 2016 “to help protect the nearly one in fi ve animal 
and plant species in the U.S. at risk of extinction” and 
will soon reintroduce the bill, hopefully with bipartisan 
co-sponsors. � e Northcoast Environmental Center 
was one of over 60 conservation organizations and 
scientists that supported the bill last year. � e bill also 
had wide support from sportsmen’s and hiking groups 
and the Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies.

� e bill would task agencies with identifying and 
protecting wildlife corridors throughout the nation. 
New, robust Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
have made the identifi cation and tracking of corridors 
more eff ective and can be used in accomplishing 
many conservation goals for plants and animals. 

Two important values of corridors are: 1. 
Allowing for continued migration of animals between 
seasonal food and breeding areas, and 2. Enhancing 
the resilience of plant and animal species as they 
move to adjust to climate change from places they 
no longer can tolerate, to more moderate conditions 
that will allow for sustainability and adaptation. 
Sometimes that migration is from lower to higher 
elevations, northward migration or migration along 
water courses.

In Dr. Wilson’s book, “Half Earth”, he states “…we 
understand the identity and biology of only two of 
the 10 million species on Earth. Conservation eff orts 
have slowed species loss by at least 20 percent, but 
fall short of stabilizing Earth’s living environment. If 
we continue on this path, half of all known species 
will be gone by the end of the century.”

� ere are existing examples of success in 
protecting wildlife through this philosophy. 
Connectivity is provided in long-distance recreation 
trails such as the Pacifi c Crest Trail and rivers 
protected through the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
program. In California, for example, plans are being 
implemented to provide a corridor over eight lanes 
of highway 101 and other barriers to allow cougars to 
roam from Santa Monica National Recreation Area 
to other habitats. Similar plans are in the works for 
new wildlife crossing structures along Highway 17 in 
Santa Clara County.  

� e concept is broader than terrestrial pathways 
for animals. In the Mid-Atlantic States, forests are Continued on page 20

Tom Wheeler
EPIC

Environmentalists have grumbled for some 
time about the lack of enforcement against cannabis 
farms that have made no attempt to become legal. 
(See “New Cannabis Ordinance: Good on Paper!” 
EcoNews, Oct./Nov. 2017.) However, Humboldt 
County has recently begun to take action. Starting 
in October, the county began issuing nuisance 
abatement orders for unpermitted properties that 
they discern are growing cannabis. � e fi rst round 
of letters were targeted at properties in the Mattole 
and near Willow Creek—areas chosen because they 
contain a large number of unpermitted farms.

� e county typically put landowners on notice 
of three violations: grading without permits, 
un-permitted structures, and violation of the 
Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance 
(CMMLUO). After issuing the letter, the recipient 
has 10 days to correct the nuisance, after which the 
county can begin issuing abatement orders carrying 
fi nes of up to $10,000 per day per violation. Individuals 
are directed to take the necessary corrective actions. 
For violations of the CMMLUO, the county directs 
that individuals need to “[c]ease commercial medical 
marijuana cultivation operations and remove all 
supporting infrastructure” and “[a]pply for and 
obtain permits to develop a restoration plan and 
implement restoration plan.” After 90 days, if the 
landowner has taken no corrective action, the county 
can move to seize and sell the property. 

Planning Director John Ford said that the letters 
were intended to make a point to growers: get in 
the system or the county will take action against 
you. Ford has likewise emphasized that the county 
isn’t interested in punitively punishing growers, but 
rather seeks to stop illegal activity and funnel willing 
growers into the permitted system. 

Ford states the county is issuing the letters based 
on their examination of aerial imagery. If the county 
believes it has proof of a cannabis operation, the county 
then determines if the property has a permit or a permit 
application under the CMMLUO. If the operation is 
unpermitted or is not in the process of being permitted, 
a nuisance abatement letter is issued to the address of 
the owner by mail and by posting the letter on the gate 
of the property. According to sources familiar with 
the program, the county also has access to nighttime 
imagery to look  specifi cally for light pollution.

It is still too early to see what eff ect, if any, these 
letters will present. � e county states that early 
response to the letters has been good—individuals 
who have received letters... 

Cannabis Farm 
Enforcement 

is Here
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Map of parking available in the downtown Arcata area. Green indicates public parking. 
Graphic from The Case for a Living Plaza in Arcata Report by the Coalition for Responsible 
Transportation Priorities (CRTP). 

A Living Plaza: 
A Concept for Arcata’s Social Space

Ryan Campbell 
CRTP Arcata Modeshift Project Leader

My fi rst memory of Arcata is the Farmers Market. 
I had recently relocated to 
Humboldt from Chile and I 
was immediately drawn-in by 
the exuberance of the Plaza. 
It was a bustling, colorful, 
zany, diverse place—a place 
for people. But the Plaza is 
more than that. Seven years 
on, it’s the civic and economic 
hub of my life. It’s where I go 
Trick-or-Treating with my 
daughter, it’s where I stood 
in shocked silence as Donald 
Trump was inaugurated 
president. But I’ve learned 
something: at most times, on 
most days, the Plaza isn’t a place for people—it’s a 
place for cars.

Automotive presence on the Plaza cannot be 
overstated. � e Arcata Plaza is often lauded for being 
one of the few “green plazas” in California, but the 
Plaza is 64 percent asphalt. � e primary way to reach 
the Plaza is by car. � e primary sounds you hear on 
the Plaza aren’t the voices of other people, but the 
sounds of traffi  c on nearby G and H Streets. By most 
civic standards, the sidewalks are narrow, and the 
sidewalks on the Plaza are recessed from the street 
to make room for abundant parking.

Transportation is the single largest source of 

greenhouse gases (GHG) in California, accounting 
for over 37 percent of total emissions, and cars 
are largely to blame. If Arcata is serious about 
fi ghting climate change, it has to start challenging 

“autonormativity.” In fact, the 
city has already recognized 
the need to shift trips from 
cars to transit, biking, and 
walking in order to reduce 
these emissions, calling for a 
non-motorized modeshare of 
50 percent in its Pedestrian 
and Bicycle Master Plan. A 
Plaza that is mostly a parking 
lot encourages people to drive 
and runs directly counter to 
these goals.

In addition, the Plaza’s 
design for cars is one of 
the primary reasons its 

underused on most days (when there’s not a market 
or a festival). Rows of parked cars and driving lanes 
break up the civic and social space. Currently, this 
creates a small, concentrated, and isolated location 
on 9th Street’s “bar row” where norms of public 
drinking and violence can take hold and incubate. 
Other potential users of the Plaza begin to feel 
uncomfortable, and a downward spiral ensues.

So for the past six months, the Coalition for 
Responsible Transportation Priorities (CRTP) has 
been developing a plan for a “Living Plaza.” We have 
talked with local business owners, non-profi ts, and 
other stakeholders and developed proposals that we 

hope will be part of an eventual 
solution. 

Our Living Plaza concept is the 
following: fi rst, remove all parking 
on 8th and 9th Streets, and close 
them to through traffi  c with 
bollards. Delivery and emergency 
vehicles will still be able to access 
buildings. In the newly available 
space, we can add infrastructure 
for outdoor dining and vending. 
Second, change G and H Streets to 
5 mph “Pedestrian Priority Streets” 
that slow traffi  c down to human 
scale and entice shoppers to sit for 
a while on the Plaza. � ird, expand 
the range of social off erings. � ere 
could be play structures for kids, 
art display areas, or a permanent 
performance venue. � e options 
are endless, but the important 
thing is to fi nd activities that attract 
people . . . Continued on page 10

Humboldt Bay 
Nuclear Plant Nears 

Decommissioning 
Milestone

Mike Manetas
Humboldt Bay Power Plant Community Advisory Board

As this year draws to an end, another large 
endeavor also begins to wind down.  In a few 
months, the decommissioning of PG&E’s Humboldt 
Bay Nuclear Power Plant just south of Eureka will 
reach a milestone—all of the radioactive wastes and 
materials will have been dismantled and excavated, 
packaged, and shipped off  site.  A few more years 
of environmental cleanup and restoration remain 
before the project is complete.

� e nuclear power plant, one of the fi rst and 
smallest in the U.S., began operation in 1963, and was 
shut down for safety and economic reasons in 1975.  
� e reactor, its spent fuel, and the related radioactive 
structures were placed in a SAFESTOR condition.
SAFESTOR is one of three decommissioning 
strategies designated by the United States Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. Under SAFESTOR, 
the plant was monitored and secured while a 
decommissioning plan was designed.  Funds were 
collected from ratepayers over many years and put 
into a trust fund to pay for the estimated $1 billion 
decommissioning cost. 

Beginning in earnest in 2008, the actual 
dismantlement was a very systematic and time-
consuming process.  First, the highly radioactive 
spent fuel was packaged into fi ve concrete dry 
casks and placed in a below grade, underground 
bunker for long-term storage on site.  � en, all the 
structures, concrete, miles of piping and wiring, 
metal supports, etc., and the reactor itself, required 
intricate surveying and analysis of the various levels 
of radioactive contamination. � ey then had to be 
carefully disassembled, packaged, and shipped off  
site.  More than 6,000 truckloads of wastes were sent 
to various dumps in Texas, Utah, and Idaho. A sixth 
onsite cask is fi lled with internal reactor parts and 
other very highly radioactive parts from the plant 
which could not be shipped to other locations due to 
legal and economic regulations.

A visual presentation tracing the history of 
this decommissioning, including background 
information on nuclear power, is available as 
PowerPoint, PDF, MWV, and a JEPG slide show at 
this  link: www.tinyurl.com/humnukepdf.

Photos of a recent tour of  the decommisioned 
plant taken by Michael Welch, also a member of the 
plant’s Community Advisory Board, are available 
online here: www.fl ickr.comphotos/solarbozo/sets/
72157687492403891/

The Plaza is not a parking 
lot. It’s not a traffic 
corridor. The Plaza is 
Arcata’s living room. 

it’s where we come 
together as a community. 
– The Case for A Living Plaza in 

Arcata report 
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fossil free

Current transmission capacity out of Humboldt 
County is approximately 60 MW, so full development 
of our capacity would require a major upgrade of our 
transmission lines. 

Humboldt’s most promising sites for off shore 
wind development are approximately 15 to 20 miles 
off shore in deep water, so the turbines would be 
mounted on fl oating platforms. Onshore wind energy 
potential in Humboldt is signifi cantly smaller than 
off shore and more variable, but is also substantial. 

Almost 10 years ago, Shell tried to develop a 
wind energy site south of Ferndale on Bear River 
Ridge, but dropped the project for a variety of 
reasons—including strong local opposition. Shell 
did a number of environmental assessments at the 
time (including potential impacts on birds and bats) 
and held a number of public meetings. Some of these 
assessments may still be applicable to future projects. 

Shell made a number of mistakes when they 
tried to develop their project, including poor 
public relations and not adequately involving local 
community groups and citizens at an early stage in 
the project. A signifi cant ...

Turbines in the Barrow Off shore Wind project off  Walney Island in the Irish Sea. 
Photo: Andy Dingley, WIkimedia CC. 

Michael Winkler
Redwood Coast Energy Authority

Residents of Humboldt County 
have a long-standing commitment 
to environmental sustainability—
including sustainable energy. In spite 
of our often foggy weather, Humboldt 
County has one of the highest per-
capita number of photovoltaic (PV) 
systems in California. � is past May, 
the Humboldt County government, 
through the Redwood Coast Energy 
Authority (RCEA), took over control 
of the electricity supply for more than 
90 percent of the homes and businesses 
in Humboldt County from PG&E 
through RCEA’s Community Choice 
Energy (CCE) program—providing 
a higher percentage of renewable 
content than that off ered by PG&E. � e sources of 
renewable electricity are primarily from wind and 
solar electricity generated outside our area, a lesser 
amount  generated from biomass (sourced from 
wood waste from the timber industry), and a very 
small amount from local solar PV. 

In 2013, HSU’s Schatz Energy Research Center 
published an in-depth report (www.schatzlab.
org/docs/RePower_Humboldt_Strategic_Plan.
pdf) on current energy consumption in Humboldt 
County and potential local renewable energy sources 
that would allow Humboldt County to rely almost 
exclusively on local renewable energy.

According to a recent report by the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), by far 
the greatest potential for renewable electricity 
generation in our area is deep water off shore 
wind. According to NREL, the maximum technical 
potential for the Humboldt County coast is 1100 MW 
with a capacity factor (annual average of maximum 
output) of 55 percent. If Humboldt’s capacity were 
fully developed, it could supply twenty times the 
total electricity consumption of Humboldt County.  

Marches
Continued � om previous page

Renewable Energy  Potential in 
Humboldt Includes Offshore Wind

Continued on page 19

Fighting for a 
Fossil Free Future

Rob DiPerna
350 Humboldt 

Global climate change is the greatest crisis of 
our time. � e extraction, refi nement, transport, and 
burning of fossil fuels such as oil, gas, and coal have 
wrought havoc upon our natural environment and 
our human communities, and is the single-greatest 
anthropogenic factor contributing to the Greenhouse 
Eff ect that is driving climate change on a global scale.

Meanwhile, the fossil fuel industry itself has 
grown ever more powerful, consolidating its wealth 
and power and extractive capabilities beyond the 
control of any global government or citizenry, and 
in spite of growing citizen oppostion. Global carbon 
emissions rose in 2017, after having remained stable 
for several years. 

350.org, an international grassroots movement 
of everyday people intent on taking action to avoid 
catastrophic changes to our climate, organizes local 
communities to stand up to the fossil fuel industry, 
opposes new fossil fuel projects, and demands a 
just and equitable transition to clean and renewable 
energy. � e fi ght is not simply for pretty rivers and 
fuzzy critters, but for our fundamental human right to 
have clean air to breathe, clean water to drink, clean, 
safe soils in which to grow our food, and to determine 
our own destinies at the local and community levels. 

Here on the North Coast, 350 Humboldt, a 
fl edgling subgroup of 350.org, is starting to spread its 
wings. � is November, 350.org launched its newly-
branded Fossil Free Campaign, underpinned by the 
themes of Keep it in the Ground, Building a Fossil 
Free Economy, and Equitable and Just Transition 
for people and communities to a Fossil Free future. 
In support of that campaign, 350 Humboldt held a 
launch party on November 13 at the Richard’s Goat 
Miniplex in Arcata. Seating capacity in the Miniplex 
was full, and after the presentation, attendees 
discussed their concerns and questions about living 
in a fossil-fueled world and suggestions about moving 
toward a fossil-free one. 

350 Humboldt is building a campaign to 
advocate for a local transition to 100 percent clean 
and renewable energy for our county by the year 
2025. Resolutions are being prepared to propose 
to the Redwood Coast Energy Authority, the Cities 
of Eureka and Arcata, the County of Humboldt, 
and others, demanding their active support toward 
clean energy for our communities to meet that 
goal. We will continue engaging with the Redwood 
Coast Energy Authority and its board of directors 
to advocate for local investment in clean and 
renewable energy sources and for just and equitable 
processes and practices in the awarding of new 
energy contracts. Continued on page 19



EcoNews   Dec 2017/Jan 2018 www.yournec.org 8

8

the scientifi c information we need for better fi sheries 
management decisions for the North Coast,” stated 
Humboldt Baykeeper Director Jennifer Kalt. 

Researchers observed several unique ecological 
events and gathered invaluable information. � e North 
Coast Oceanographic Conditions project compiled 
and analyzed oceanographic and atmospheric 
data to depict ocean conditions along the North 
Coast relevant to understanding regional biological 
variability. � e study revealed that oceanographic 
conditions along the North Coast were marked by 
unusually warm temperatures from mid 2014 through 
at least early 2016. � ese anomalous conditions 
contrast starkly from previous years, and resulted in 
an unprecedented harmful algal bloom that produced 
high domoic acid concentrations that directly aff ected 
Dungeness crab and bivalve fi sheries. 

Baseline surveys of shallow reef habitats during 
the study period found kelps, such as the canopy 
forming bull kelp and other understory species, were 
nearly absent from most reefs. Also absent were sea 
stars, such as the sunfl ower star and the giant sea 
star, which died off  in massive numbers due to “sea 
star wasting syndrome.”  

Delia Bense-Kang
NEC MPA Coordinator

In 2012, 20 Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs) and seven special 
closures were implemented in the 
North Coast region, completing 
the statewide MPA network 
designed to protect and conserve 
marine wildlife, habitats, and 
ecosystems.  California’s MPA 
Monitoring Program has taken a 
two-phase approach to evaluate the 
eff ects of MPAs and inform ocean 
management: regional baseline 
monitoring (Phase 1) and statewide 
long-term monitoring (Phase 2). 
� is year marks the completion of 
the North Coast MPA baseline monitoring phase.

Five snapshot reports and the State of the 
California North Coast report were released in late 
October, providing an initial synopsis of ecological, 
biological, oceanographic and socioeconomic 
conditions. Community gatherings were held in Del 
Norte, Humboldt,  and Mendocino counties in early 
November to share information about the reports 
and the status of California’s MPA Management 
Program, including next steps for Phase 2.

A collaborative eff ort of academic institutions, 
state and federal agencies, Native American Tribes, 
non-profi t organizations, fi shermen, citizen science 
groups, and many others participated in monitoring 
over the past fi ve years.  Following implementation 
of the MPA network, the California Ocean 
Protection Council allocated $4-million to fund 
baseline monitoring inside and outside of MPAs in 
the region. � rough an independent peer review 
process administered by California Sea Grant, 11 
proposals were awarded funding.  “� is funding has 
been essential for research on fi sh and fi shing, as 
well as intertidal, kelp, and other important marine 
habitats that have gone understudied due to lack of 
funding. Hopefully funding will continue to improve 

Double Cone Rock State Marine Conservation Area, adjacent to Sinkyone Wilderness 
State Park. Photo courtesy of the Ocean Conservancy.  

Baseline Monitoring of North Coast 
Marine Areas is Complete

Humboldt County 
General Plan 

Update Adopted
Jennifer Kalt

Humboldt Baykeeper

Nearly 18 years in the making, the County’s 20-
year land use plan was fi nally adopted in October. 
It will create ten percent fewer new homes with 
more environmental impacts than the version 
recommended by the 2012 Planning Commission.  
� ird District Supervisor Mike Wilson cast the 
lone dissenting vote for these reasons. � e 2012 
recommendations were largely overturned after 
years of a stalled process and the election of four 
new supervisors who felt they had a mandate to 
make major changes. � e new plan sets the stage 
for converting thousands of acres of timberlands 
and farmlands, allowing further subdivision and 
expanding areas for cannabis cultivation.

� e fi nal plan isn’t all bad—it includes better 
protection for riparian areas and wetlands, as well 
as a fi ve-year plan to identify critical watersheds. 
Landmark trees will be defi ned and a program to 
protect them will be developed within fi ve years. 
Light pollution will be minimized once a new 
zoning ordinance is adopted to establish rules for 
new development.

Since many of the improvements are yet to be 
defi ned, public participation will continue to be 
important. Stay tuned for opportunities to make a 
diff erence for Humboldt County’s future! 

Continued on page 19

Humboldt County, CA
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Wildflowers of 
the Trinity Alps
Including the Marble 
Mountain Wilderness, 
Russian Wilderness, 
and Trinity Divide

by Ken DeCamp, 
Julie Kierstead 
Nelson, and Julie 
Knorr

Meet the author at Northtown Books 
December 8th at 7PM in Arcata, California

“A visual feast for anyone with an 
interest in natural floral beauty.”
—Bruce G. Baldwin, Jepson Herbarium, U.C. Berkeley
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Michael Erickson
Roosevelt at HSU

Roosevelt at HSU is part of the Roosevelt 
Network. Operating on 130 campuses in more than 
40 states, the network is home to emerging thinkers 
and doers who are committed to rewriting the rules 
in our communities. By engaging emerging thinkers 
and doers alongside established intellectuals and 
activists, Roosevelt taps into the potential of a 
changing America to both reimagine the rules and 
change who gets to write them. 

In the fall semester, our main project revolves 
around our national journal publication: 10 Ideas. � e 
journal publishes student policy memos that fall into 
any of our seven focus areas: healthcare, education, 
democratic access, energy and environment, human 
rights, the economy, and foreign policy. During the 
semester, students actively examine societal and 
environmental problems aff ecting our communities 
and propose solutions to these problems in the form 
of a policy memo. � e 10 best student submissions are 
published in the journal, with others published online. 

Last year, we had a policy memo published in 
10 Ideas from one of our own members at HSU: 
Nick � omas wrote an excellent piece on fi ghting 
the role of big money in local politics and suggested 
implementing election... 

Madison Peters
� e plastic bag ban in California was a long 

journey for the environmental community. Originally 
passed in 2014, the bag ban was put in jeopardy 
when plastic bag companies lobbied for a ballot 
referendum challenge—putting implementation 
of the ban on hold. However, California voters  
ultimately got what they wanted and ratifi ed Prop 
67 during the 2016 voting cycle—fi nally banning the 
bag statewide! 

“� e 2016 election results demonstrated to 
policy makers that consumers strongly support the 
elimination of single-use plastic bags,” said Mark 
Murray, Executive Director of Californians Against 
Waste. “In the 12 California Counties that [had] 
already banned plastic bags, support was most 
overwhelming.With better than 66 percent of voters 
saying yes to Prop 67, [that was] the end to polluting 
plastic shopping bags.”

Preliminary results from this year’s Coastal 
Cleanup Day unequivocally show that the bag ban 
is a succes.  Plastic grocery bag litter has not only 
dropped 72 percent when compared to 2010 results, 
but also now account for less than 1.5 percent of items 
littered. Humboldt County saw signifi cant drops in 
plastic bag pollution when Arcata adopted a city 
ordinance banning the distribution of plastic bags 
in 2014. As the NEC Coastal Programs Coordinator, 
I have personally witnessed the disappearance of 
plastic bags from our beaches through hosting and 
participating in beach cleanups as well as Coastal 
Cleanup Day each year. It is quite amazing to see 
what the bag ban and educating the public about 
reusables can do! 

� e success is not just limited to cleaner beaches. 
As the fi rst to adopt a statewide ban, California will 
pave the way for other states to follow. Many cities 
and counties in other states have adopted partial or 
full plastic bag bans. 

� e battle to ban all plastic bags distributed at 
checkouts continues, however, as a loophole in the 
ban allows slightly thicker plastic bags, considered 

Coastal Cleanup Day Proved 
Plastic Bag Ban is a Success

Continued on page 19

“reusable”, to still be available. We hope to see 
these and other single-use plastic items that litter 
our watersheds eliminated as well. � e California 
legislature attempted to pass a polystyrene 
(styrofoam) ban last year, but was unsuccessful. � e 
proposed ban gained a lot of support, however, and 
will hopefully be reintroduced next year.

Going “zero waste” and eliminating  the 
use of single-use items—such as plastic straws, 
styrofoam take-out containers, plastic utensils, and 
disposable coff ee cups—is a growing trend.  Before 
the introduction of plastics, single-use items were 
wasteful luxuries, but as they became the norm, a 
disposable lifestyle became commonplace. Even 
electronics, appliances, and other items are being 
developed for shorter life-spans.  It is time for us 
to say no to single-use items and the throw-away 
mentality and commit to making a change. 

� ere are many ways to eliminate the use of 
disposables in your day-to-day life: keep a set of 
reusable utensils with you when you go out, pack your 
own lunches, use reusable bags, and bring your own 
coff ee mug. Imagine the impact if everyone made the 
switch and used reusables instead of disposables! 

Don’t forget your reusable grocery bags when you go shopping! 
Photo: Debra Roby, Flickr.com CC.

Roosevelt @ HSU

Adopt-a-Beach
Be a part of our growing team of site captains 

and volunteers helping to keep our coast clean! 
Visit our website for more information 

and a list of available sites.

www.yournec.org/adoptabeach 707-822-6918
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the property to California Department of Parks and 
Recreation, under an agreement to permanently 
protect the property.

Now, in this new decade, it’s Van Pelt’s turn to 
measure the Wonder Plot. Today, the forest looks 
like a primeval landscape, but people left their 
mark: Ferns carpet the forest fl oor and also perch on 
massive redwood stumps.

According to Van Pelt, trees in the Fritz Wonder 
Plot are the tallest... 

Researchers collecting data in the Fritz Wonder Plot. Photo by Andrew Slack

Madeleine Turner
Reprinted with permission from 
the Save the Redwoods League

“Once a tree is damaged, it’s the 
beginning of the end. But once a redwood 
is damaged, it’s just the beginning,” Robert 
Van Pelt says. He explains: the secret to 
a coast redwood’s longevity is its rot-
resistant heartwood, the tree’s dense inner 
layer. Van Pelt, a forest ecology researcher 
and affi  liate assistant professor at the 
University of Washington, specializes in 
big trees, and lately, he’s been focused on 
a secluded one-acre parcel located in Big 
River Watershed, the Fritz Wonder Plot.

UC Berkeley professor Emanuel Fritz 
established the Wonder Plot in 1923, 
sixty-fi ve years after an intense, decade-
long period of logging. He chose the site 
after observing the grove’s unbelievably 
fast recovery. (Hence the name, Fritz 
Wonder Plot.) Later he called it, “the best 
and oldest second-growth [forest] of the 
entire redwood region.”

Fritz returned to the Wonder Plot 
every ten years between 1923 and 1983. 
He recorded tree mortality; measured 
diameter at breast height (which is four 
and a half feet off  the ground); estimated 
trees’ height and volume; and monitored 
soil deposition and vegetation on the 
forest fl oor. After his death (at 102 years 
old), researchers from Humboldt State 
University conducted measurements in 1995 and 
2005. Now the Fritz Wonder Plot is one of the most 
extensive records of coast redwood forest growth 
after clear-cutting.

In 2002, the Mendocino Land Trust (MLT), 
with help from Save the Redwoods League, 
acquired 7,334 acres of redwood forest in Big River 
Watershed, including the Fritz Wonder Plot. Soon 
after the acquisition, MLT successfully transferred 

Marches
Continued � om previous page

94 Years and Counting: Research 
Continues in Fritz Wonder Plot

Continued on page 20
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...and to entice people out from behind the 
wheels of their cars.

� e most commonly cited concern with our 
proposal is that removing parking could hurt local 
businesses. It is true that our proposals would 
remove about 50 spaces from the Plaza, which 
amounts to two percent of the parking in downtown 
Arcata. But far from hurting businesses, the lively 
environment created in this reclaimed public space 
would attract more people, which would mean more 
customers for shops and restaurants. Parking right in 
front of a store is a convenience, but local businesses 
just can’t compete with online retailers like Amazon 
in terms of convenience.  Where local business can 
compete is in giving their customers a genuinely 
social experience. 

For those of us who consider ourselves 
environmentalists, it is also important to face the fact 
that free parking is a major subsidy for the fossil fuel 
industry. Research shows that parking encourages 
driving, and the cost to build and maintain it is 
transferred to taxpayers and consumers whether 
they drive or not. 

� e Living Plaza concept will make a big stride 
toward a more social community while promoting 
civic life and helping our businesses grow. It will 
fi ght against climate change by promoting active 
transportation over single occupancy vehicles. It will 
help ensure that the bustling Plaza I fi rst saw when I 
moved to Arcata is not just for special occasions, but 
the Plaza we see every day. 

If you would like to join the movement advocating 
for a Living Plaza, sign on to our letter to the Arcata 
City Council at www.transportationpriorities.
org. � e initial deadline was November 30, but 
at the time EcoNews went to print this was 
expected to be extended. City Council is already 
scheduling meetings. 

For more information, read CRTP’s June 2017 
report, A Case for a Living Plaza in Arcata, online here: 
www.transportationpriorities.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/06/livingplaza_June_22.pdf.

Plaza
Continued � om page 6
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Michael Erickson
Roosevelt at HSU

Roosevelt at HSU is part of the Roosevelt 
Network. Operating on 130 campuses in more than 
40 states, the network is home to emerging thinkers 
and doers who are committed to rewriting the rules 
in our communities. By engaging emerging thinkers 
and doers alongside established intellectuals and 
activists, Roosevelt taps into the potential of a 
changing America to both reimagine the rules and 
change who gets to write them. 

In the fall semester, our main project revolves 
around our national journal publication: 10 Ideas. � e 
journal publishes student policy memos that fall into 
any of our seven focus areas: healthcare, education, 
democratic access, energy and environment, human 
rights, the economy, and foreign policy. During the 
semester, students actively examine societal and 
environmental problems aff ecting our communities 
and propose solutions to these problems in the form 
of a policy memo. � e 10 best student submissions are 
published in the journal, with others published online. 

Last year, we had a policy memo published in 
10 Ideas from one of our own members at HSU: 
Nick � omas wrote an excellent piece on fi ghting 
the role of big money in local politics and suggested 
implementing election... 

Madison Peters
� e plastic bag ban in California was a long 

journey for the environmental community. Originally 
passed in 2014, the bag ban was put in jeopardy 
when plastic bag companies lobbied for a ballot 
referendum challenge—putting implementation 
of the ban on hold. However, California voters  
ultimately got what they wanted and ratifi ed Prop 
67 during the 2016 voting cycle—fi nally banning the 
bag statewide! 

“� e 2016 election results demonstrated to 
policy makers that consumers strongly support the 
elimination of single-use plastic bags,” said Mark 
Murray, Executive Director of Californians Against 
Waste. “In the 12 California Counties that [had] 
already banned plastic bags, support was most 
overwhelming.With better than 66 percent of voters 
saying yes to Prop 67, [that was] the end to polluting 
plastic shopping bags.”

Preliminary results from this year’s Coastal 
Cleanup Day unequivocally show that the bag ban 
is a succes.  Plastic grocery bag litter has not only 
dropped 72 percent when compared to 2010 results, 
but also now account for less than 1.5 percent of items 
littered. Humboldt County saw signifi cant drops in 
plastic bag pollution when Arcata adopted a city 
ordinance banning the distribution of plastic bags 
in 2014. As the NEC Coastal Programs Coordinator, 
I have personally witnessed the disappearance of 
plastic bags from our beaches through hosting and 
participating in beach cleanups as well as Coastal 
Cleanup Day each year. It is quite amazing to see 
what the bag ban and educating the public about 
reusables can do! 

� e success is not just limited to cleaner beaches. 
As the fi rst to adopt a statewide ban, California will 
pave the way for other states to follow. Many cities 
and counties in other states have adopted partial or 
full plastic bag bans. 

� e battle to ban all plastic bags distributed at 
checkouts continues, however, as a loophole in the 
ban allows slightly thicker plastic bags, considered 

Coastal Cleanup Day Proved 
Plastic Bag Ban is a Success

Continued on page 19

“reusable”, to still be available. We hope to see 
these and other single-use plastic items that litter 
our watersheds eliminated as well. � e California 
legislature attempted to pass a polystyrene 
(styrofoam) ban last year, but was unsuccessful. � e 
proposed ban gained a lot of support, however, and 
will hopefully be reintroduced next year.

Going “zero waste” and eliminating  the 
use of single-use items—such as plastic straws, 
styrofoam take-out containers, plastic utensils, and 
disposable coff ee cups—is a growing trend.  Before 
the introduction of plastics, single-use items were 
wasteful luxuries, but as they became the norm, a 
disposable lifestyle became commonplace. Even 
electronics, appliances, and other items are being 
developed for shorter life-spans.  It is time for us 
to say no to single-use items and the throw-away 
mentality and commit to making a change. 

� ere are many ways to eliminate the use of 
disposables in your day-to-day life: keep a set of 
reusable utensils with you when you go out, pack your 
own lunches, use reusable bags, and bring your own 
coff ee mug. Imagine the impact if everyone made the 
switch and used reusables instead of disposables! 

Don’t forget your reusable grocery bags when you go shopping! 
Photo: Debra Roby, Flickr.com CC.

Roosevelt @ HSU

Adopt-a-Beach
Be a part of our growing team of site captains 

and volunteers helping to keep our coast clean! 
Visit our website for more information 

and a list of available sites.

www.yournec.org/adoptabeach 707-822-6918
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Dan Sealy
Kay Chaff ey was not afraid of adventure. She 

learned to fl y an airplane before she could drive a 
car in her home state of Idaho before moving to 
Northern California.

Kay’s service 
to her country 
during World 
War II in the 
Women Airforce 
Service Pilots 
(WASP) has been 
documented in 
many articles. She 
fl ew planes in all 
sorts of weather 
across the nation 
to position them 
for active duty, 
and received the 
C o n g r e s s i o n a l 
Gold Medal for 
her service to 
her country. She used her piloting skills 
during the dramatic 1964 fl oods in Humboldt, 
dropping food and supplies to isolated communities 
till rivers subsided and roads could be repaired. Her 
service as a pilot and as a popular dance teacher 

Kin to the Earth:  Kay Chaffey

Kay and friends head out on a river trip on Redwood Creek. From left: Bill Vinyard, Ed Wayburn, Lucille Vinyard, Peggy Wayburn, Kay 
Chaff ey, unknown, Greg Kroll, Keith Chaff ey, and Dave Van de Mark. Photo: Dave Van de Mark. 

at Humboldt State University are examples of her 
commitment to her Humboldt community.

Perhaps less recognized are her contributions to 
conservation here along the Redwood Coast.

Kay was a lifetime member of the Northcoast 
Environmental Center and was active in the local 
chapters of the Sierra Club and the Audubon Society 
during the tumultuous citizen eff ort to establish 
Redwood National Park. Kay was a member of 
the Citizens for Redwood National Park, the local 
coalition of conservationists that served as eyes and 
ears for the nation documenting the clearcutting and 
environmental disaster just behind the thin curtain 
of forest left along tourist thoroughfares. She was 
not afraid to use her pilot skills and hiking skills to 
pull aside that thin curtain to show the world what 
was happening to her beloved redwood forests.

Kay was frequently the pilot of a rented single 
prop Cessna 172 or 182 airplane to fl y photographer 
Dave Van de Mark over the moonscape clear-cuts 
and remaining forests. � ey would remove the 
passenger side door to assure a clear view for Dave’s 
camera in spite of the cold and danger. She would 
fl y high enough to get reconnaissance shots showing 
there were untouched forests worth saving, as well 
as exposing the magnitude of the devastation. Van 
de Mark recalls they once fl ew up to about 15,000 

Dedicated to Country, Community and Conservation
feet altitude in the small plane till lack of oxygen 
made them dizzy. But usually Kay was cautious, 
carefully going over the checklist and hesitant to fl y 
too low for closer shots. She did, however, fl y along 
Redwood Creek below ridgelines—fl ying in slow, 
tight circles for a shot till the plane would shudder. If 
the engine had failed, they would have crashed into 
the remote valley.  

Kay’s courage and dedication to saving redwoods 
nearly got the better of her on a rafting trip with Van de 
Mark to document the beauty of the forests and logging 
destruction along Redwood Creek. � e following 
recounts a story remembered by Van de Mark:

In February 1967, Kay and Dave were going on 
a raft photo trip down Redwood Creek to document 
recent logging activity. Snow covered the ridges 
above Redwood Creek. Kay’s husband, Keith, 
dropped the two off  along Bald Hills Road and left to 
stage his car downstream near the Tall Trees Grove. 
� ey hiked the infl atable raft and equipment down 
to the swollen Redwood Creek. � ey launched the 
raft and started their journey down Redwood Creek 
past primeval forests. 

� e boat hit a submerged branch that punctured 
one of the two air chambers, dumping them both 
into the swift cold water and ruining Dave’s cameras. 
� ey pulled to shore inside the roadless and unlogged 
Emerald Mile of Redwood Creek. � ey were  four or 
more river miles upstream from what is now known 
as Tall Trees Grove and determined it would take 
them days to hike through the redwood forest with 
no trails to reach Keith. � e only choice was to hang 
on to the remaining fl oatable part of the raft and be 
carried by the frigid current to Keith’s waiting car. 

� ough Dave felt the numbing eff ects of 
hypothermia, Kay began to have a stronger reaction 
with severe shuddering and irrational thoughts 
of letting go or telling Dave to let her go—which 
would have meant her death. Fortunately, Dave was 
able to hold on to Kay until they reached Keith. � e 
experience strengthened the friendship between Kay 
and Dave and was symbolic of their dedication to 
saving this future National Park. 

Kay was rewarded when she attended the 
dedication of Ladybird Johnson Grove in 1969.  She 
continued to work for increased protections and 
recognition of the beauty of the redwood environment. 

Kay Chaff ey died in her home in 
Oregon on August 21, 2017. � e Northcoast 
Environmental Center is proud to have called her 
a friend and is grateful for her decades of support.
Read her obituary on the Lost Coast Outpost, written by 
Bob Doran, here: www.lostcoastoutpost.com/2017/
sep/25/obituary-kay-chaff ey-1920-2017/.
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Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
These are our famous rain-or-shine docent-led fi eld trips at 
the Marsh. Bring your binocular(s) and have a great morning 
birding! Meet in the parking lot at the end of South I Street 
(Klopp Lake) in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips end around 11 
a.m. Walks led by: Noah Sanday (Dec 2), Moe Morrissette 
(Dec 9), Ken Burton (Dec 16), Jim Clark (Dec 23), and Jude 
Power (Dec 30).

For some of our more far-reaching trips we would like 
to suggest donating gas money to drivers on fi eld trips. 
A good rule of thumb is $5 per ½ hour drive time to fi eld 
trip destination.

Join the Christmas Bird Count! There are fi ve count 
circles within an hour and a half’s drive from Humboldt 
Bay, and we need your help with this Citizen Science 
project (see page 4) . Count dates are scheduled in the 
weeks around Christmas. Check Audubon’s CBC webpage 
(http://www.audubon.org/join-christmas-bird-count) and 
click on the map view link to see local circles, which are 
described below. Contact compilers early, as dates may 
change due to poor weather. Beginners are welcome! 
Also, your counts from your backyard feeder are needed. 

If you want to join the count without traveling, contact 
compilers to report your data.

Saturday, December 9: Willow Creek Bird Walks. 
Meet at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) 
starting at 9 a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our 
destination; carpooling available. Walks generally run 
2-3 hours. All ages, abilities and interest levels welcome! 
For more information, please contact Melissa Dougherty 
at 530-859-1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@
gmail.com.

Sunday, December 10: Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge. This is a wonderful 2- to 3-hour trip 
for people wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt 
Bay area. It takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on 
enjoying the birds! Beginners are more than welcome. 
Meet at the Refuge Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Call Jude 
Power (707-822-3613) for more information.

Saturday, December 16: Arcata Christmas Bird 
Count. This circle includes Mad River mouth, 
McKinleyville, part of Arcata Community Forest, 
Arcata, Bayside, Indianola, Eureka, and the North Spit. 

Contact Tony Kurz (tonyk_71220@hotmail.com).

Sunday, December 17: Eureka Waterfront. Meet at 9 
a.m. at the foot of W. Del Norte St., where we will scope 
for birds off the public dock until everyone assembles. 
We will then drive to the base of the Hikshari’ Trail at 
Truesdale Street and bird along the trail to the Elk River 
Wildlife Sanctuary. Leader: Ralph Bucher (707-499-1247; 
thebook@reninet.com).

Annual Banquet
Saturday, February 28TH

The programs start at 7:30 p.m. (potluck at 6:30 for December) 
at the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., Arcata. 

Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and please come fragrance-free.

[continued next page]

JANUARY PROGRAM: FRIDAY, JAN 12DEC POTLUCK & PROGRAM: FRIDAY, DEC 8

Save the Date!
Our yearly Banquet will take place on 
February 17, 2018, featuring Doug Forsell’s 
talk,  “Howland, Baker, and Jarvis Islands: 
Our Most Remote National Wildlife Refuges.” 
See you at the Arcata D Street Neighborhood 
Center, beginning at 5:30 p.m.!

Shorebirds run the gamut of breeding-system 
diversity, plovers being no exception. Mating 
and parental strategies vary within and among 
plover species, thus providing a model system 
by which to investigate sex-role evolution. 
Dr. Luke Eberhart-Phillips, a postdoctoral 
researcher at the Max Planck Institute for 
Ornithology in Seewiesen, Germany, will take 
us on a journey into the baobab wetlands of 
southwestern Madagascar, where he has studied 
the alternative reproductive strategies of three 
plover species living together. He will relate 
these fi ndings to his work on the Kentish plover 
and our own local species, the snowy plover. 
He will also elucidate the applied benefi ts of 
understanding breeding behavior in the context 
of wildlife conservation and management.

THE SECRET LIVES OF PLOVERS:
TALES FROM MADAGASCAR AND BEYOND

Caring for the Wild,
One Patient at a Time

Programs start at 7:30 p.m. (potluck at 6:30 for December) at Six Rivers Masonic 
Lodge, 251 Bayside Road, Arcata. Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and come 
fragrance-free.

Found an injured wild animal? Operated by 
Bird Ally X, the Humboldt Wildlife Care 
Center is the only permitted all-species 
wildlife rehabilitation facility on the North 
Coast, serving an area larger than New 
Jersey. The facility cares for over 1200 wild 
animals each year, from the hummingbird 
who collided with a window, to the raccoon 
hit by a car, and the barn owl poisoned by 
rodenticide. Monte Merrick, co-founder and 
co-director of Bird Ally X, will talk about 
wildlife rehabilitation and the work Bird Ally 
X does to teach the public what they can do 
to help keep wild animals out of harm’s way. 
Bring a dish to share; we will provide drinks, 
plates, and utensils. 
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Thinking of Joining the 
National Audubon Society?

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in your 
membership on this form, rather than replying to solicita-
tions from National Audubon, $20 is sent directly to RRAS. 
This is how NAS rewards local chapters for recruiting
national members. (Otherwise, the RRAS dues share per 
new member is only a couple of dollars.) Thank you.

Chapter Membership Application
Yes, I’d like to join.
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed. (Introductory offer)
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________________________________
STATE_________ZIP_________________________________
email _____________________________________________
Local Chapter Code:  C24   
Please make checks to the National Audubon Society.

Send this application and your check to:
 National Audubon Society
 P.O. Box 422250
 Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250
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By Hal Genger President’s Column
I spent this mid-November Sunday out on the ocean 
preceding a major storm. My main task was to help students 
learn to sample for chemicals in the water column and 
compare the water out 15 miles to water nearer the shore. 
My other responsibility was to point out any marine birds 
and mammals that we might run across. Birding wasn’t so 
good. I saw only a few species of gulls, some Common 
Murres, a single Sooty Shearwater, and finally five Black-
footed Albatross at the farthest station. Apparently, the 
whales were hiding.
 We did beat the rain. The expanse of clouds, 
mountains, and ocean was stunningly beautiful. What a 
gorgeous area we live in. 
 Sitting at home, I am thinking of all the things 
RRAS is doing to keep people wanting to visit this region 
or call it home. RRAS contributes many field trips in our 
unique area. Our new Field Trip chair, Melissa Dougherty, 
is coming up with some new places to explore. Thanks, 
Melissa. 
 The Conservation Committee meets monthly 
and reviews any local issues which might alter birds and 
habitat. We stand against degradation of the environment 

and support positive change. For example, RRAS is 
beginning the process of working on a conservation 
easement on the Cottonwoods on the Mad River. These 
are important bird areas for nesting and migrations. We are 
also planning more weed-pulling and planting at the Wigi 
Wetlands (behind Bayshore Mall) portion of the Humboldt 
Bay Trail. Check the newspaper and our website for 
details. Drop by Rita’s Margaritas and Mexican Grill, 1111 
Fifth Street, Eureka, CA, at noon the second Thursday of 
the month if you are interested in helping.
 I invite all of you to be involved in the Christmas 
Bird Counts this year. These are exciting events which get 
you out into nature and help us keep a continuing record 
of the birds in our area. You don’t need to be great at 
identifying birds, as others in your group may be, but you 
are another set of eyes looking for birds and helping count 
the number of birds. You can also stay at home and count 
birds in your yard if you live within the count circle. Please 
check out the counting opportunities listed elsewhere in 
this edition.

 Finally, Happy New Year!

Sunday, December 17: Del Norte Christmas Bird Count. 
This circle includes Crescent City, Tolowa Dunes State 
Park, Smith River mouth, and Jedediah Smith Redwoods 
State Park. Contact Alan Barron (flockfinder@yahoo.com).

Saturday, December 23: Willow Creek Christmas 
Bird Count. This circle is centered near Willow Creek, 
and includes part of Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation and 
Six Rivers National Forest. Contact Melissa Dougherty 
(nevrdoughn@gmail.com or (530) 859-1874).

Sunday, December 31: Centerville Christmas Bird 
Count. This circle includes South Spit, King Salmon, 
Fields Landing, lower Elk River, Fortuna, Ferndale, 
Centerville Beach, Eel River mouth, and Loleta. Contact 
Sean McAllister (whiteouters@gmail.com).

Sunday, December 31: College of the Redwoods. The 
College campus offers a variety of habitats: shrub hedges, 
fields, forests, marsh, and pond. We are likely to see and 
hear songbirds, soaring hawks, and wetlands-loving birds. 
Meet at 9 a.m. at the flagpole in front of Administration 
(take south entrance). Walks run 2-3 hours. Parking is free 
on weekends! Led by Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Tuesday, January 2: Tall Trees Christmas Bird Count. 
This circle includes Orick, Humboldt Lagoons State Park, 
a large part of Redwoods National Park, Redwood Creek 
mouth, and part of Bald Hills Rd. Contact Ken Burton 
(shrikethree@gmail.com).

Sunday, January 7: Lower Klamath River. Meet leader, 
Ken Burton (707-499-1146; shrikethree@gmail.com), on 
SE Klamath Beach Rd. just east of Hwy 101 at 9 a.m. for 
a six-hour exploration of riparian, riverine, and coastal 
habitats. Be prepared for muddy trails and several miles of 
walking.

Sunday, January 7: Winter Rarities. We will start in 
Arcata and end in the Ferndale area, concentrating on 
looking for rarities that were found on the Arcata and 
Centerville CBCs, while also enjoying all the species we 
could expect to see along the way. Most years we see 

around 90-100 species total, and even sometimes find our 
own rarity! Rob Fowler (707-839-3493; migratoriusfwlr@
gmail.com) will lead. We will meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 
Arcata Marsh G St parking lot. Bring a lunch and expect to 
end around 4 p.m. Dress warm; heavy rain cancels. 

Saturday, January 13: Willow Creek Bird Walks. See 
December 9.

Sunday, January 14: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. See December 10.

Saturday, January 20: Southern Humboldt Community 
Park in Garberville. The walk begins at Tooby Park. Take 
Sprowl Creek Rd one mile out of town and park just past 
the entrance (McKee Lane) on the right in the well-marked 
Tooby parking lot. We spend 20-30 minutes observing the 
Eel River just below Tooby, then cross the road and enter 
the Community Park (McKee Lane) and slowly work our 
way towards the farm house, stables and barn. If you’re late 
you can easily catch up! The walk is an easy 2- to 3-hour 
walk. We generally have some extra binoculars. Organic 
shade-grown (bird-friendly) coffee is usually provided. No 
dogs, please. Outhouses on the trail. For information call 
Ann at 923-7227. Heavy rain cancels.

Sunday, January 21: Eureka Waterfront. See December 
17.

Sunday, January 28: College of the Redwoods. See 
December 31.

FIELD TRIPS (cont. from previous page)

Long-tailed Duck, 11/25/2017.
North Jetty, Humboldt Bay, Humboldt Co., © Bob Brown
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By Hal Genger President’s Column
I spent this mid-November Sunday out on the ocean 
preceding a major storm. My main task was to help students 
learn to sample for chemicals in the water column and 
compare the water out 15 miles to water nearer the shore. 
My other responsibility was to point out any marine birds 
and mammals that we might run across. Birding wasn’t so 
good. I saw only a few species of gulls, some Common 
Murres, a single Sooty Shearwater, and finally five Black-
footed Albatross at the farthest station. Apparently, the 
whales were hiding.
 We did beat the rain. The expanse of clouds, 
mountains, and ocean was stunningly beautiful. What a 
gorgeous area we live in. 
 Sitting at home, I am thinking of all the things 
RRAS is doing to keep people wanting to visit this region 
or call it home. RRAS contributes many field trips in our 
unique area. Our new Field Trip chair, Melissa Dougherty, 
is coming up with some new places to explore. Thanks, 
Melissa. 
 The Conservation Committee meets monthly 
and reviews any local issues which might alter birds and 
habitat. We stand against degradation of the environment 

and support positive change. For example, RRAS is 
beginning the process of working on a conservation 
easement on the Cottonwoods on the Mad River. These 
are important bird areas for nesting and migrations. We are 
also planning more weed-pulling and planting at the Wigi 
Wetlands (behind Bayshore Mall) portion of the Humboldt 
Bay Trail. Check the newspaper and our website for 
details. Drop by Rita’s Margaritas and Mexican Grill, 1111 
Fifth Street, Eureka, CA, at noon the second Thursday of 
the month if you are interested in helping.
 I invite all of you to be involved in the Christmas 
Bird Counts this year. These are exciting events which get 
you out into nature and help us keep a continuing record 
of the birds in our area. You don’t need to be great at 
identifying birds, as others in your group may be, but you 
are another set of eyes looking for birds and helping count 
the number of birds. You can also stay at home and count 
birds in your yard if you live within the count circle. Please 
check out the counting opportunities listed elsewhere in 
this edition.

 Finally, Happy New Year!

Sunday, December 17: Del Norte Christmas Bird Count. 
This circle includes Crescent City, Tolowa Dunes State 
Park, Smith River mouth, and Jedediah Smith Redwoods 
State Park. Contact Alan Barron (flockfinder@yahoo.com).

Saturday, December 23: Willow Creek Christmas 
Bird Count. This circle is centered near Willow Creek, 
and includes part of Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation and 
Six Rivers National Forest. Contact Melissa Dougherty 
(nevrdoughn@gmail.com or (530) 859-1874).

Sunday, December 31: Centerville Christmas Bird 
Count. This circle includes South Spit, King Salmon, 
Fields Landing, lower Elk River, Fortuna, Ferndale, 
Centerville Beach, Eel River mouth, and Loleta. Contact 
Sean McAllister (whiteouters@gmail.com).

Sunday, December 31: College of the Redwoods. The 
College campus offers a variety of habitats: shrub hedges, 
fields, forests, marsh, and pond. We are likely to see and 
hear songbirds, soaring hawks, and wetlands-loving birds. 
Meet at 9 a.m. at the flagpole in front of Administration 
(take south entrance). Walks run 2-3 hours. Parking is free 
on weekends! Led by Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Tuesday, January 2: Tall Trees Christmas Bird Count. 
This circle includes Orick, Humboldt Lagoons State Park, 
a large part of Redwoods National Park, Redwood Creek 
mouth, and part of Bald Hills Rd. Contact Ken Burton 
(shrikethree@gmail.com).

Sunday, January 7: Lower Klamath River. Meet leader, 
Ken Burton (707-499-1146; shrikethree@gmail.com), on 
SE Klamath Beach Rd. just east of Hwy 101 at 9 a.m. for 
a six-hour exploration of riparian, riverine, and coastal 
habitats. Be prepared for muddy trails and several miles of 
walking.

Sunday, January 7: Winter Rarities. We will start in 
Arcata and end in the Ferndale area, concentrating on 
looking for rarities that were found on the Arcata and 
Centerville CBCs, while also enjoying all the species we 
could expect to see along the way. Most years we see 

around 90-100 species total, and even sometimes find our 
own rarity! Rob Fowler (707-839-3493; migratoriusfwlr@
gmail.com) will lead. We will meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 
Arcata Marsh G St parking lot. Bring a lunch and expect to 
end around 4 p.m. Dress warm; heavy rain cancels. 

Saturday, January 13: Willow Creek Bird Walks. See 
December 9.

Sunday, January 14: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. See December 10.

Saturday, January 20: Southern Humboldt Community 
Park in Garberville. The walk begins at Tooby Park. Take 
Sprowl Creek Rd one mile out of town and park just past 
the entrance (McKee Lane) on the right in the well-marked 
Tooby parking lot. We spend 20-30 minutes observing the 
Eel River just below Tooby, then cross the road and enter 
the Community Park (McKee Lane) and slowly work our 
way towards the farm house, stables and barn. If you’re late 
you can easily catch up! The walk is an easy 2- to 3-hour 
walk. We generally have some extra binoculars. Organic 
shade-grown (bird-friendly) coffee is usually provided. No 
dogs, please. Outhouses on the trail. For information call 
Ann at 923-7227. Heavy rain cancels.

Sunday, January 21: Eureka Waterfront. See December 
17.

Sunday, January 28: College of the Redwoods. See 
December 31.

FIELD TRIPS (cont. from previous page)

Long-tailed Duck, 11/25/2017.
North Jetty, Humboldt Bay, Humboldt Co., © Bob Brown

Northern Rough-winged Swallow © Alexa DeJoannis

Our Finances: The Annual Report

by Alexa DeJoannis

We ended our fi scal year on June 30, and prepared 
the following summary. We spent $20,061 and took 
in $20,770, resulting in net ordinary income of $709. 
However, we also invested $1,553 this year in printing 
another run of Common Birds of Northwest California 
by Ken Burton and Leslie Scopes Anderson, a popular 
guide sponsored by RRAS. That leaves us slightly in 
debt, but we expect our current assets to repay our 
investment over the next few years as we sell copies 
of the book. 
 Our expenses included outlays on scholarships 
and awards, bank fees, banquet catering, the bird 
box, dues to NEC and the National Audubon Society, 
fi eld trip reimbursements and insurance, outreach 
and education materials, postage and post box rent, 
printing, program refreshments, cost of goods sold, 
royalties to authors and speaker honorariums, hall 
rentals, storage rental, supplies, and volunteer 
appreciation.
 Our income included funds from donations, 
Bird-athon pledges, grants, membership dues, 
investment dividends, book sales, the Godwit Café, 
auction proceeds, and banquet dinner sales.
 Donations and membership dues are very 
important to us, as they show community support for 
our missions. We invest capital on a rolling basis, 
which pays predictable dividends from year to year, 
but it is only a small part of our income. Our earnings 
from events, specifi cally the annual banquet and the 
Godwit Café at Godwit Days, and book sales makes 
up the majority of our funding. Like membership and 
donations, events depend on community support, but 
their success comes from active participation. The 
volunteers who plan, set up, run, and clean up at the 
Godwit Café and the banquet are essential. Thank you 
for your continued support!
 

We Want Your Photos!
We all enjoy seeing great bird photos. 
Share your recent shots with other 
bird-lovers! Include your name, the 
location and, the date, and send to 
adejoannis@hotmail.com.

Red-breasted Nuthatch, 11/23/2017.
Arcata, Humboldt Co., © Gary Bloomfi eld

Keep Up-to-Date
Through RRAS Listserve

Be reminded about �ield trips and programs and 
learn about upcoming meetings, public hearings, 
and symposia of interest to RRAS members and 
other concerned nature lovers. Subscribe in 1 of 2 
ways: through a Web page link at http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/rras or by e-mail to rras-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Postings should have 
complete information. This listserv is not for posting 
bird sightings.



The Annual Christmas Bird Count
As the holiday season comes about, some residents of 
Humboldt County will grab their binoculars, pull out 
their field guides, and gear up for a holiday tradition: 
the Christmas Bird Count. 
 It was 118 years ago that Audubon Society 
member and ornithologist Frank M. Chapman proposed 
a new “Christmas Bird Census,” instead of the usual 
practice of bird-hunting. It would be a practice that 
embraced a love for birding, while ultimately gathering 
data for avian conservation efforts. Over a hundred 
years later, that tradition has grown globally and has 
become one of the largest citizen-science projects on 
earth.
 Today the Christmas Bird Count takes place 
annually between December 14 and January 5, and 
typically more than 30,000 people worldwide count 
over 2,400 species—about 65 to 70 million birds each 
year. A single birding circle is 15 miles in diameter, and 
the circle is then broken up into smaller sectors. More 
than two thousand circles globally contribute tallies to 
each year’s count.
 One of the longest-running Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC) circles is at Centerville, which has been 
counted annually for 55 years. The circle stretches 
from Centerville Beach north to King Salmon and 
from Fortuna westward to about a mile offshore. The 
center of the count circle is on Cannibal Island Road, 
about a mile west of Loleta. This year, the count will 
take place on December 31. For the new birder and the 
tried-and-true birding enthusiast it is a day of friends, 
community, and winged wonders.
 There is a great passion for birds among nature 
enthusiasts and scientists of Humboldt County. Sean 
McAllister, the compiler and leader of the Centerville 
count, bases his love for birding on a rare sighting of a 
Blue-Winged Warbler on Centerville’s CBC in 1993. 
 Participation in the CBC is easy. It can 
include birding from your backyard or neighborhood, 
providing access to your property for birders, or 
being assigned to a group and location for the count 
by contacting Sean McAllister or another one of the 

by Sierra Huffman 

DEL NORTE CBC

TALL TREES CBC

WILLOW CREEK CBC

ARCATA CBC

CENTERVILLE CBC

Swamp Sparrow, .10/28/2017, 
Arcata bottoms, HUM, © Rob Fowler

Tropical Kingbird, 10/16/2017, 
Centerville, HUM, © Andy Stepniewski

Scarlet Tanager,  10/24/2017, 
[4th Humboldt record! Found by Keith Slauson]

Crab Park, Loleta, HUM, © Gary Bloomfield

Pectoral Sandpiper,  10/15/2017, 
Centerville, HUM, © Rob Fowler

American Golden-Plover,  09/30/2017, 
Centerville Wetlands, HUM, © Tony Kurz

Share Your Recent
Rarity Photos!

Rarities are exciting! Here are some special 
sightings from this fall in Humboldt County (images 
from eBird checklists). Send in your rarity photos 
to adejoannis@hotmail.com with date and location 
information.

compilers for local CBC circles. There is no schedule 
during count day, and as a participant, you can devote as 
much time as you’d like to the count. Since Centerville 
CBC has been running for over five decades, it has well-

established count sectors and a host of experienced birders 
who come year after year. A new birder can expect to find a 
vast wealth of ornithological knowledge and help with bird 
identification. 
 At the end of the day, the compilation meeting 
or “count-down” takes place, where participants will cover 
a taxonomic list of all the bird species sighted that day. 
Back in the old days before cell phones, the birds sighted 
from group to group were kept a surprise until the “count-
down.” Now the suspense of the compilation meeting is 
lessened, but the modern benefit is that birders now know 
when and where a rare bird is sighted. A rare bird sighting 
might provide a once-in-a-lifetime experience.  
 As any birder knows, the longest species list 
gets all the bragging rights. The Centerville CBC boasts 
the largest local species counts: 190 species in 2012, and 
always striving to increase its yearly tally. Each participant 
increases the chace of seeing more bird species for the 
count, as well as enhances their own personal species list. 
It’s always a competition as to who can compile the biggest 
list and sight the rarest birds, and Centerville hopes to take 
that prize.
 Centerville’s long compilation of data can provide 
insights on bird population trends. For example, Bewick’s 
Wren, a resident species, is showing population declines, 
which is unusual for resident species in Humboldt. Counts 
of the Eurasian Collared-Dove, a non-native species, have 
jumped from zero to over 1,000 sightings in 2015. With 
such a large dataset, scientists and conservationists can 
start asking questions as to why these trends are happening 
and ultimately what we can do to maintain bird populations 
and improve habitats.   
 If this isn’t enough to make Centerville’s 
Christmas Bird Count a new holiday tradition for you, 
then think of a Snowy Owl nestled into a dune, a Lucy’s 
Warbler perched in a tree, or a Short-tailed Shearwater 
just offshore. The rarities are out there and there is always 
something unusual spotted during the CBC. 
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Hannah Sohl
Rogue Climate

For more than 12 years, a Canadian gas company 
has been trying to force communities in southern 
Oregon and northern California to accept a fracked 
gas pipeline through Oregon and the fi rst fracked gas 
export terminal on the west coast.

� e proposed project would construct the 229 
mile Pacifi c Connector fracked gas pipeline (PCPL) 
across private and public land in southern Oregon to 
export fracked gas from Canada and the Rockies. � e 
pipeline would terminate in Coos Bay of southern 
Oregon, where the Jordan Cove Liquefi ed Natural 
Gas (LNG) facility would be built to super cool the 
gas and load it onto tankers.

� e pipeline and terminal would trample the 
rights of more than 600 landowners through the 
use of eminent domain, disturb tribal territories and 
burial grounds, threaten 400 waterways including 
the Rogue and Klamath Rivers, and create the largest 
sources of climate pollution in the state of Oregon.

By the end of the Obama administration, the 
project was dead in the water. � e requested permit 

Marches
Continued � om previous page

Communities Come Together to Stop 
Fracked Gas Pipeline � rough Oregon

had been denied by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) as 
a result of massive opposition from 
local residents and a lack of contracts 
with impacted landowners.

After the 2016 election, Pembina, 
the pipeline developer, saw a new 
opportunity and re-applied only 
weeks after Trump stepped into 
offi  ce.  In his fi rst few months in offi  ce, 
Trump’s administration identifi ed 
Jordan Cove as a priority fossil fuel 
infrastructure project and has since 
hand-picked members of the FERC 
commission to ensure this project, 
and other ones like it get federal 
approval, regardless of the social and 

environmental costs.
Fortunately, even if FERC 

approves this latest pipeline application, Oregon’s 
state agencies have the authority to deny state 
permits and stop the project once and for all due to 
impacts to Oregon’s waterways, air quality and land.   

A diverse and grassroots coalition of youth, 
indigenous tribes, landowners, conservation groups 
and social justice organizations from across the 
region are coming together to stand up against this 
project.  Along the west coast, we need our elected 
offi  cials and state agencies to stand up for clean 
water and healthy communities and create a pathway 
towards clean energy jobs. Oregon Governor Kate 
Brown and Senator Jeff  Merkley—who have both 
portrayed themselves as having strong stances on the 
environment and climate action—have so far refused 
to take action against the project. 

Federal and State hearings on the pipeline 
permits are expected to take place throughout 2018.  
You can fi nd out more about upcoming hearings and 
get involved at www.nolngexports.org.  

Contact Oregon Governor Brown at www.
oregon.gov/gov/Pages/share-your-opinion.aspx 
or call 503-378-4582 to tell her to oppose this project. 

Protesters rally against a proposed pipeline and LNG (liquid natural gas) export 
facility in Oregon. Photo courtesy of No LNG Exports. 

� e Humboldt County Fire Safe Council 
was created by the Humboldt County Board of 
Supervisors in 2002 out of the need for a plan in 
case of wildfi re. Representatives on the council, from 
a variety of organizations, come together quarterly 
to discuss and implement the wildfi re plan for 
Humboldt County.

� is season’s devastating fi res sparked the 
initiative for fi re preparedness community workshops 
held by Immitt and Katelman. “I’ve been thinking 
this week, what would I do if I had 20 minutes’ notice 
to get out of my house? It’s a major reality check, I 
think, for all of us in terms of how prepared we are 
and the reality that things are changing; this could 
happen here,” Katelman said.

� e workshops, which began on October 26 and 
run until December 6, and aim to teach communities 
how to prepare for wildfi re and provide a space for 
concerns and ideas. Two workshops remain, following 
the printing of EcoNews:  Monday, December 4 
on the Upper Yurok Reservation, and Wednesday, 
December 6 in Hoopa Valley. For more information 
visit www.humboldtgov.org/FireSafeCouncil.

One thing that you can do right now to begin 
your preparedness is to sign up for the Humboldt 
Alert program at https://member.everbridge.net/
index/453003085616405#/login. � e Humboldt 
Alert program will notify you of any current 
emergencies in the area, including tsunami warnings, 
fl oods, and, of course, fi res.

Please direct questions to Cybelle Immitt at: 
cimmitt@co.humboldt.ca.us or 707-267-9542.

Fires
Continued � om page 4
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� e bill passed Murkowski’s Senate 
committee in spite of strong opposition 
from ranking member Cantwell (D-
WA), Franken (D-MN), Sanders (I-
VT), and King (I-ME).  Eff orts to allow 
drilling in ANWR have been pressed 
for over 40 years, primarily by oil 
industry representatives. Only strong 

public opposition has stopped those eff orts. Now 
Murkowski sees a path to allow drilling: attach it to 
the Republican Tax Bill. Attaching ANWR language 
to the larger tax package through reconciliation 
allows it to move by a simple majority vote without 
the threat of a fi libuster, which means it won’t need 
any Democratic support in the Senate.

Resilient Federal Forests Act H.R. 2936, 
and the Wildfi re Prevention and Mitigation 
Act S. 2068

H.R. 2936 passed the full House of 
Representatives on November 1 and was referred 
to the Senate for action. If enacted, H.R. 2936 
would immediately remove important protections 
provided by the Endangered Species Act, National 
Forest Management Act, the Northwest Forest 
Plan, and the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). All existing forest plans would become 
advisory and unenforceable. It also allows the Forest 
Service increased use of  Categorical Exclusions as 
recognized in NEPA in popular recreation areas, 
old-growth mature forests, roadless areas, and 
endangered species habitat.  � e purpose of the bill 
is clearly to increase lumber production based on 
uncertain economics rather than on scientifi cally 
based sustained-yield practices.

“Extreme legislation (H.R. 2936)  introduced by 
Rep. Westerman (R-AR) would give logging interests 
virtual absolute primacy in setting forestry policy, to 
the exclusion of others that depend on our forests. It 
would make compliance with the Endangered Species 
Act a sham by removing obligations to consult with 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s experts. H.R. 2936 
also broadly undermines (conservationists) access to 
court to enforce environmental laws.”–David Soper, 
professor of Law, Georgetown University (� e Hill, 
July 19, 2017).

� e bill would allow logging projects up to 
30,000 acres to go forward with little-to-no public 
or scientifi c scrutiny through the use of Categorical 
Exclusions.  Even some pro-logging voices have 
expressed concern about tilting the balance of power 
to local economic interests and minimizing the 
regional and national public voice in these matters, 
even though national forests belong to all Americans. 
H.R. 2936 passed the House on November 1.

� e Senate companion bill is the Wildfi re 
Prevention and Mitigation Act, S. 2068, authored 

As the Congressional legislative year comes 
to a close, success might be measured in anti-
environmental bills blocked—but those successes 
may be coming to an end.  � e Trump agenda is 
decidedly pro-corporation, pro-development, anti-
regulation, and anti-conservation.  Climate change has 
been virtually erased from federal policies, research, 
and the scientifi c equation by the administration. 
� e truth is, however, that climate scientists are 
embedded in almost every department and agency 
of the federal government. Like a dormant seed, they 
hold the promise of new life in a warming spring of 
political change, whenever that might come.

As this EcoNews goes to press, many bills are 
poised for action by Congress and the President. � e 
NEC will continue to send alerts if there are actions 
readers can take to support good legislation and stop 
bad laws. If you have not signed up for EcoNews 
Alerts, please visit our website (www.yournec.org) 
to do so. � e NEC Action Group—which tracks 
legislation and organizes letter-writing will be starting 
back up this winter. If you would like to receive direct 
emails about legislation and opportunities to make an 
impact, please send your name and email address to 
Dan Sealy at dan.sealy@yournec.org.

Issues on the table as EcoNews goes 
to print:
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR)

“� e Arctic Refuge is home to some of the most 
diverse and spectacular wildlife in the arctic. � e 
Refuge’s rich pageant of wildlife includes 42 fi sh 
species, 37 land mammals, eight marine mammals, 
and more than 200 migratory and resident bird 
species.”–U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  Mammals 
include iconic Arctic species such as muskoxen, 
polar bears and caribou.

Senator Murkowski (R-AK) authored a bill to 
allow oil drilling on the coastal plain of the refuge—a 
bill that would change the underlying purpose of the 
non-wilderness portions of the refuge from wildlife 
and habitat protection to commercial oil extraction. 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 

Eyeon
Washington

by Senator Barrasso (R-WY), chair of the Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee. � ough 
Barasso’s bill primarily addresses concerns regarding 
fi re prevention and wildfi re suppression funding, 
it is similar to the House bill—allowing massive 
logging to be approved with little public comment 
or scientifi c review and limiting environmentalists’ 
access to court proceedings to stop egregious 
logging plans. 

Action: � e NEC supports wise, scientifi cally-
based forest fi re prevention but this bill has serious 
fl aws. Contact Senator Harris, who sits on the 
Environment and Public Works committee, and 
Senator Feinstein to tell them to oppose S. 2068. 
Senator Kamala Harris
www.harris.senate.gov 
112 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553

Senator Diane Feinstein 
www.feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate Offi  ce Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-3841

Antiquities Act and the Cascade-Siskiyou 
National Monument

Rep. Bishop (R-UT) is surely licking his chops at 
his success in passing H.R. 3990 out of his committee 
on a strict party line, 23-17. (Unsurprisingly, our 
local representative, Jared Huff man, voted no.) Rep. 
Bishop has consistently and vocally opposed most 
public lands protection—especially the Antiquities 
Act—but now he has a perfect equation for passage. 
Although the bill is cynically titled the National 
Monument Creation and Protection Act, it  requires  
local support, an easy path to reducing the size of 
existing monuments. � e bill guts the original 
purpose of the Act to allow protection of important 
natural, scientifi c, and cultural resources through 
swift executive action. Had Bishop’s bill been law 
100 years ago, Grand Canyon National Park, Muir 
Woods National Monument, and scores of other 
national treasures would have been ransacked before 
protections could be put in place.  Bishop’s bill would 
have a direct negative eff ect locally on the Cascades-
Siskiyou National Monument that straddles the 
California–Oregon border.

Action: Contact your Congressional delegation 
to tell them you oppose this shackling of one of 
our most important conservation authorities. 
Look up contact information for your Senators 
and Representatives here: www.usa.gov/
elected-officials.
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If you make a real commitment to buy as much 
as you can in your own containers, your recycling 
and garbage pick up can be much less frequent.

5. Review the City of Arcata’s Zero Waste Action 
Plan (2017).  � is progressive 10-year plan is one 
of the fi rst Zero Waste plans for a small U.S. town.  
It lays out specifi c actions that we all can adopt to 
incrementally work toward producing zero waste.

6. Make a Top Ten List of Single Use Plastic Doo-
Dads in your daily life, and focus on eliminating one 
at a time.  Small plastics often end up as contaminants 
in paper recycling and in the composting of food and 
organics, and the damage that plastics are doing to 
our oceans, waterways and wildlife has been well 
documented. Microplastics have even been found 
in the body tissues of deep sea creatures. Stop using 
plastic bags, fi lmwrap, straws, lids, cups, bottles, 
Q-tips, and utensils.  You will fi nd that there are 
washable/reusable alternatives for most things.  If you 
must use a single-use item, choose paper over plastic.

7. Applaud your business suppliers or store 
managers when they respond positively to your 
requests for less wasteful alternatives.

Zero Waste Humboldt 
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org

Margaret Gainer
Our shopping habits can have a big impact on 

the decisions made by the stores we frequent and 
the items they off er for sale.   Here are some simple 
things you can do in your own community, or with 
online retailers, to encourage a switch to zero waste 
principles and longer-lived products. 

1. Borrow your 2018 Zero Waste mantra from 
Ben Franklin’s axiom,  “Less waste in the fi rst place is 
better than more recycling.”  An ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure.

2. For your home, or on the job, develop 
a communicative relationship with your store 
managers and suppliers.  Remind them repeatedly 
that you want to buy products and packaging that 
are durable, reusable, and repairable.

3. Ask them to buy from manufacturers with 
packaging take-back services and containers that you 
can return the next time you shop or order supplies.

4. Ask them to make it convenient for you to 
bring your own containers to purchase groceries.  
Grains, coff ee, teas, pet food, pastas, nuts, soaps, 
cooking oil, and most dry goods and liquids can be 
purchased from local stores in your own containers 
that you use over and over.  

What You Can Do: 2018 Zero Waste 
New Year’s Resolutions

Right: WRRAP, CCAT, the City of Arcata, the North Coast 
Co-op, the NEC, and ZWH participated in this year’s 
Zero Waste Day on November 15 at the Arcata Co-op. 
“People think it’s diffi  cult and expensive,” said Shohei 
Morita, Arcata’s natural resources aide. “But that’s why 
we’re here, to educate people that it’s not as diffi  cult as 
they think. And when you do it, it becomes the norm.” 
Photo: Shohei Morita. 

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs

• Organic teas 

• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka

~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical 

NCCS Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services

707-269-0180  
PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502

The Green Cleaning 
Specialists

Commercial office cleaning, 
window cleaning, and 

carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com

Don’t just get frustrated or angry with what 
is going on in Washington. 

Join the NEC’s Action Group!  
Joining is easy! Just send an email to 

Dan.Sealy@yournec.org 
to have your name and email added to the 

action list members. 

We have hosted Teach-Ins and attended Town 
Halls. Join us for letter-writing events, 

meetings, rallies and teach-ins and learn how you 
can help save the planet.   

Watch our website and EcoNews for updates. 
Don’t be frustrated and angry—be e� ective! 

www.yournec.org 

Make Sure Your Voice is 
Heard and Effective
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Humboldt Baykeeper Takes Legal 
Action to Protect Local Water ways

Above: The Hawthorne Transfer Station discharges storm water runoff  into Palco 
Marsh and ultimately to Humboldt Bay. Below: California Redwood Company 
stores wood chips for export at its Samoa Chip Dock on Humboldt Bay. 
Photos: Jennifer Kalt. 

Jennifer Kalt, Director
In 2017, Humboldt Baykeeper 

successfully took action to reduce storm 
water pollution from several industrial 
sites in the Humboldt Bay and Mad River 
watersheds. In 2018, our legal team will 
be working to monitor compliance with 
agreements designed to protect local 
waterways.

HWMA’s Hawthorne Transfer Station 
Humboldt Waste Management 

Authority’s (HWMA) Board of Directors 
recently approved the settlement of a 
federal lawsuit alleging that HWMA’s 
Hawthorne Transfer Station in Eureka 
was discharging polluted storm water 
runoff  into Palco Marsh and ultimately 
into Humboldt Bay. HWMA agreed to 
make specifi c improvements to the facility 
to reduce discharges of copper, zinc, 
aluminum, and other pollutants. HWMA 
also agreed to develop and implement 
a master plan to address storm water 
compliance in plans to expand operations 
onto an adjacent property in 2018. 

As partial mitigation for past release 
of pollutants, HWMA will contribute 
$27,500 to the City of Eureka for the Elk 
River Estuary Enhancement Project to 
restore coastal wetlands on more than 
110 acres in Humboldt Bay and improve 
water quality and fi sheries habitat. � e 
project will also increase coastal access to 
hikers and kayakers. 

Royal Gold’s Potting Soil Facility 
Near Blue Lake

In June, Humboldt Baykeeper settled a lawsuit 
with Royal Gold, LLC over alleged storm water 
pollution from the company’s potting soil facility 
at the former Blue Lake Forest Products mill in 
Glendale. Royal Gold’s runoff  contained nitrates, 
phosphates, metals, and sediment at higher levels 
than allowed under its state storm water permit and 
the federal Clean Water Act. � ese pollutants are 
known to be harmful to coho salmon, steelhead, and 

For more Baykeeper news and info, visit 
www.humboldtbaykeeper.org, like us on Facebook, 
follow us on Twitter @HumBaykeeper, and sign up 

for e-newsletters by emailing us at 
alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.org.

Tune in every third Thursday at 1:30 p.m. for the 
EcoNews Report on KHSU - 90.5 FM

other protected species. � e company agreed to invest 
in critical upgrades designed to reduce pollutants in 
discharges to Hall Creek, a Mad River tributary. 

In August 2016, Baykeeper appealed the 
Humboldt County Planning Commission’s approval 
of Royal Gold’s Conditional Use Permit to construct 
a building and allow for a signifi cant increase in the 
production of potting soil. However, the December 
2017 appeal hearing was postponed for various 

reasons, including the revelation that Royal 
Gold had already constructed the building 
without proper permitting. � e County has 
since called for biological assessments of 
wetlands, frog habitat, and soil testing for 
dioxins to address Baykeeper’s concerns. 
� e appeal is still pending. 

Although some former lumber mill 
sites may be appropriate locations for 
new cannabis–related businesses, many 
of them are contaminated with industrial 
chemicals, including dangerous and long-
lasting dioxins from the use of a wood 
preservative, pentachlorophenol. Soil 
and groundwater at these sites should 
not be disturbed before testing, just as 
old buildings are likely to contain lead 
and asbestos.
California Redwood Company’s Chip 
Dock in Samoa

Humboldt Baykeeper fi led a Clean 
Water Act suit against California Redwood 
Company, alleging the Company’s Wood 
Chip Dock and former mill site on the 
Samoa Peninsula were not complying 
with the requirements of its permit for 
discharges of storm water associated 
with industrial activity.  In this case, both 
parties worked quickly and cooperatively 
to resolve the litigation, and are confi dent 
that changes in best management 
practices California Redwood Company is 
undertaking will prove benefi cial. As part 
of the settlement agreement, California 
Redwood Company contributed $35,000 to 
Friends of the Dunes to enhance wetlands 
that are benefi cial to the water quality of 
Humboldt Bay. 
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Tom Wheeler
EPIC has submitted a voter initiative to 

Humboldt County to ban the destructive 
forestry practice known as clearcutting within 
Humboldt County and implement well-
recognized principles of sustainable forestry. 
Clearcutting and other even-aged management 
involves the removal of all or nearly all of a 
forest stand in a single harvest. � is extreme 
forest disturbance harms water quality and 
wildlife habitat and exacerbates climate change. 
Volunteers will be collecting signatures on the 
ordinance with the intention of making it on the 
general election ballot in November 2018.

Timber can be harvested using less 
destructive methods, such as selection cutting, 
which removes only a portion of trees while 
preserving the forest. � e ordinance would 
require these types of methods to be employed. 
� e ordinance would also require that timber 
companies retain large, old trees and other 
“wildlife trees” that are disproportionately important 
for species that depend on older forests.

Humboldt County would join Marin County in 
banning clearcutting, and would join a number of 
other local governments, including Berkeley, Brisbane, 
Daly City, Davis, Menlo Park, Monte Sereno, San 
Francisco, Saratoga, and Sunnyvale, in expressing their 
opposition to the practice. Local regulation of timber 
production is preempted by state law; however, the 
California Forest Practice Act provides that counties 
can recommend rules to the Board of Forestry and Fire 
Protection. � ese rules must be adopted if the rules are 
consistent with the Forest Practice Act and necessary 
to protect the needs of Humboldt County. 

Successful timber companies do not need to 
employ clearcutting to provide good paying jobs. In 
the redwood region, Humboldt Redwood Company 
and Mendocino Redwood Company both do not 
utilize clearcutting in their forest management. Across 
the state, other companies, such as Collins Pine, based 
in Plumas County, have likewise demonstrated that 
clearcutting isn’t a necessary tool for success. While 
numerous timber companies use alternative practices, 
we can expect that Big Timber will fi ght EPIC every 
step of the way.

5 Reasons Why 
Clearcutting is Bad 

for Humboldt
1. Clearcutting releases more greenhouse gas 

emissions than a forest fi re. California’s forests can 
play an important role in helping the state combat 
climate change. Our forests are one of our few 
resources that can sequester carbon, but as they are 
currently managed, California’s forests are a source of 
greenhouse gases.

2. Clearcutting pollutes our rivers. Clearcutting is 
known to increase sediment pollution, which destroys 
salmon spawning habitat and can kill adult salmon. 

3. Clearcutting puts lives at risk. Clearcutting is 
known to increase the risk of a landslide. For example, 
clearcuts were a suspected cause of both the Oso 
landslide in Washington State that killed 43 people 
in 2014 and the landslide in Humboldt County that 
destroyed almost half of the hamlet of Staff ord in 1997.

4. Clearcutting promotes use of cancer causing 
chemicals. After a forest is clearcut, timber companies 

frequently use heavy amounts of herbicides to kill 
naturally regenerating plants which can compete with 
the seedlings planted. Not only do these herbicides 
kill native plants, which reduces the complexity of 
regrowing forests, but these herbicides can aff ect the 
health of forest overall and nearby landowners.

5. Clearcutting destroys wildlife habitat. � is 
one is obvious: clearcutting takes all of the trees in 
a forest, and given the quick rotation time between 
harvests, timber companies never allow trees to get 
large enough to serve as good wildlife habitat.

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep cep c

EPIC Submits Voter Initiative 
to Ban Clearcu� ing

Above: Submitting the ordinance to the Humboldt County Offi  ce of 
Elections. Photo courtesy of Tom Wheeler. Right: Tom Wheeler stands in 
front of the elctions offi  ce, courtesy of Tom Wheeler. Top of page photos: 
Left, Jon Schledewitz. Right, Jon Parmenter.

4,000 valid signatures needed by the spring!

Volunteer today!
EPIC needs your help to collect signatures! 

Please email Briana at 
briana@wildcalifornia.org 

if you can help!
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Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month in the fi rst fl oor conference 
room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront in Eureka.  The 
meeting, which covers regular business and conservation 
issues, begins at 6:45 PM. Members and non-members with 
environmental concerns are encouraged to attend. When 
a new person comes to us with an environmental issue or 
concern, we often place them fi rst or early on the agenda. 

Felice Pace,
Water Resources Chair

� e Scott River Basin was once a major 
producer of chinook and coho salmon, and could 
be again. However, agriculture in the Scott River 
Valley diverts and consumes a lot of the water that 
would otherwise fl ow down the Scott River and its 
tributaries, creating and sustaining salmon habitat.

Completed in 1980, the Scott River Adjudication 
affi  rmed and quantifi ed water rights, including 
the right of the U.S. Forest Service—which 
manages national forest land above and below the 
agricultural Scott River Valley, to river fl ows below 
Scott Valley in order to sustain salmon and other 
fi sh. Unfortunately, the Forest Service river fl ow 
right has not been met in late summer and fall in 
most recent years, including in good rainfall and 
snowpack years like 2017.  Whenever there is a dry 
fall, as is the case this year, and the in-stream fl ow 
right has not been met, migrating adult chinook 
salmon have often not been able to reach their 
natal spawning grounds.
� e 2017 Chinook Salmon run

� e California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) reports that, as of October 
25, only 1,904 adult Chinook salmon had been 
counted at the Department’s fi sh counting weir 
in the Scott River Canyon below the Scott River 
Valley. Most, if not all, Scott River Chinook 
should have passed the weir by that date. In the 
38 years since CDFW began monitoring the Scott 
River’s Chinook run, fewer than 2,000 spawners 
have been counted in only seven other years. 

With so few spawning adults returning, it is 
particularly important that those chinook which 
do make it back to the Scott River actually get 
to spawn in the streams where they were born. 
A recent check to see if this year’s spawners could 
access the Scott Valley’s prime spawning grounds 
revealed distressing news. 

Not only were some of the best spawning 
tributaries not accessible, the Scott River itself was 
dewatered just below the Farmer’s Ditch stream 
diversion—which means chinook can not access many 
miles of good spawning habitat in the Upper Scott as 
well as the River’s East and South Forks. Streamfl ow at 
the USGS gauge below Scott Valley on October 2 was 
less than half the 200 cubic feet per second to which 
the Forest Service, and the fi sh, have a right. 

� is year’s inadequate fl ows and dewatered stream 
segments are not natural; rather, they are the result 

NORTH  GROUP
REDWOOD  CHAPTER

of ranches and cattle corporations diverting water to 
fl ood irrigate pastures, a common practice in the Scott 
River Valley during dry falls. Irrigating pastureland 
is legal under the Scott River and Shakleford Creek 
Stream Adjudications during the irrigation season, 
but that season ends on October 15 and October 31, 
respectively. Ranchers can still legally divert a small 
amount of water for stock watering after October 31, 
but they are not supposed to divert water for irrigation.  

Unfortunately, Scott Valley livestock producers 
have once again continued irrigating pastureland after 
all irrigation should have ended, denying Scott River 
the fl ows to which the Forest Service, and the fi sh, 
have a right. Denying those fl ows also denies chinook 
salmon the chance to spawn in their birth streams, 

Scott River Salmon Denied Access to Spawning Grounds…Again
which in turn reduces the production of young 
salmon. Sustained over time, the illegal dewatering 
of Scott River and major tributaries is driving Scott 
River Chinook salmon toward extinction. 
Where is the Forest Service and where are the 
regulators?

In this situation, Forest Service offi  cials 
should demand that out-of-season irrigation 
ends and that the fl ow rights of salmon are met. 
Unfortunately, in spite of numerous and persistent 
requests from federal tribes and environmental 
groups, Patricia Grantham, supervisor of the 
Klamath National Forest, has not been willing 
to insist that the Forest Service fl ow right is 
met. � at unwillingness is not only driving Scott 
River Chinook toward extinction, it is negatively 
impacting coho salmon as well. 

California’s State Water Resources Control 
Board is supposed to assure that water rights 
are honored. In the case of Scott River, Water 
Board offi  cials should be in Scott Valley checking 
to make sure that out-of-season irrigation is not 
occurring. Unfortunately, absent a demand from 
Forest Service offi  cials, the State Water Board has 
been unwilling to curtail out-of-season pasture 
irrigation.   
You can help!

Unless and until the Forest Service right 
to fl ows in Scott River is honored, Scott Valley 
Chinook salmon will continue to slide toward 
extinction and coho salmon production will 
remain depressed. If you care about wild salmon, 
please contact Klamath Forest Supervisor Patricia 
Grantham and ask her to demand that the Forest 
Service right to fl ows in Scott River is honored. 
Patricia Grantham, Supervisor, 
Klamath National Forest    
1711 South Main Street 
Yreka, CA 96097-9549  
530-842-6131                      

The dewatered mouth of Shakleford Creek. Major spawning and rearing 
grounds in the watershed were denied to Chinook salmon once again this year. 
Photo: Felice Pace. 

One of the AP Cattle Corporation’s diversion from the East Fork Scott River on 
November 2: When there is a dry fall, Scott River Valley ranchers and ranch 
corporations regularly continue irrigating after the date on which all lawful 
irrigation has ended. Photo: Felice Pace. 
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Beginners and experts, non-members and members, 
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings. 
Almost all of our events are free.  All of our events are 
made possible by volunteer e� ort. For more information 
about North Coast CNPS and our events, please visit our 
website: northcoastcnps.org.

ORTHCOAST  
HAPTER

N
C

Evening Programs
At the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., 
near 7th and Union, Arcata. Refreshments at 7 p.m.; 
program at 7:30 p.m.

Above: North Coast CNPS President Carol 
Ralph and North Coast Regional Land Trust 
Executive Director Dan Ehresman sign the 
lease. Below: Clean-up in the hoophouse. 
Photos: Gura Lashlee.

A New Rubus Among Us

December 13, Wednesday. Native Plant Show 
and Tell.   Members like Donna Wildearth, Anna 
Bernard, and Ann Wallace will share their favorite 
photos from summer botanical fun. Graduate student 
and chapter awardee Jean-Paul E. Ponte will share 
what he learned this past spring about pollination of 
Siskiyou iris. If you want to share, contact Michael at 
michaelekauff mann@gmail.com. 
January 10, Wednesday. Native Bees and Native 
Plants 101. Ever wonder the diff erence between 
our native bees and introduced honey bees? Or how 
important these native bees are to the pollination 
success of our native plants? Brian Dykstra, local 
bee expert, will use pollination stories to describe 
how California’s bee and plant diversity support each 
other. Brian will also share ways to create native plant 
gardens to enhance plant-pollinator relationships.

Carol Ralph
Have you ever seen a Himalayan blackberry 

(Rubus armeniacus) and thought, “Hmmm. � at 
doesn’t look quite right.” It might have been Rubus 
praecox, a species not in the Jepson Manual or Calfl ora. 
In the newsletter of the California Invasive Plant 
Council (CalIPC), Marcel Rejmánek calls attention 
to this confusion in his article “Rubus praecox: a 
newly recognized invasive European blackberry in 
California.” (Dispatch, Summer/Fall 2017:12-13). 

Botanists working on a biological control for the 
non-native blackberries here have found that some 
of the specimens being called R. armeniacus were 
actually the similar R. praecox, a European species. 
Rejmánek looked at California specimens in the 
herbaria at UC Berkeley and UC Davis and found 
several R. praecox, misidentifi ed as R. armeniacus or 
R. discolor (a misapplied synonym of R. armeniacus). 
� ese R. praecox were all in Butte or Humboldt 
Counties— that’s us! We’d better get out there looking 
more carefully at those big, nonnative blackberries.

For more information and fi eld marks, read a longer 
version of this article on the NEC website, www.yournec.org.

Evan Mahony-Moyer
North Coast CNPS’s primary fundraisers are our spring and fall 

native plant sales featuring plants raised in our nursery. North Coast 
CNPS is in the process of moving our nursery from its current location at 
the Jacoby Creek Land Trust’s Kokte Ranch to the North Coast Regional 
Land Trust’s Freshwater Farms Reserve property at 5851 Myrtle Avenue, 
near � ree Corners Market. � is location has signifi cantly more space, 
which should make watering and maintaining disease-free plants much 
easier. � e new location also has a 90-foot long hoop house. � is 
greenhouse space will allow more of our nursery operations to take place 
at a CNPS facility, and provide storage for nursery materials, as well as a 
warm, dry space to work in. We will also be able to take advantage of the 
larger outdoor space to establish a demonstration garden. 

While exciting, this move also presents new challenges. � ere will 
be many opportunities to help with moving our nursery and improving 
the new site, as well as the usual nursery work. We have nursery 
work days on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., but will also have 
occasional weekend work days.  If you are interested in volunteering, 
contact our nursery manager Chris Beresford at thegang7@pacbell.
net or by calling  707-826-0259.

North Coast CNPS’s New Nursery

Inland Fall Day Trip Report
Evan Mahony-Moyer

In October, CNPS had a fi eld trip with various 
stops along Highway 299. We ended up seeing 
numerous interesting species. 

In addition to poison oak in fall foliage, tanoak 
(Notholithocarpus densifl orus) and canyon live 
oak (Quercus chrysolepis) at previous stops, our 
third stop—the Boise Creek Campground—was 
unexpectedly interesting. On the hike to the creek, 
we saw numerous species not seen every day on 
the coast: cliff brake (Aspidotis densa), alum root 
(Heuchera micrantha), mock orange (Philadelphus 
lewisii), and wood saxifrage (Saxifraga mertensiana). 
We had the good fortune to observe two cedars 
(Port Orford cedar, Chamaecyparis lawsoniana; 
and incense cedar, Calocedrus decurrens) growing 
side-by-side during our lunch break. � ough it 
would have been more interesting to see the readily 
confused Port Orford cedar and western red cedar 
(� uja plicata) side-by-side, this was nevertheless 
informative.

One of the most noteworthy plants at the Hlel-
Din River Access Point, spotted by Carol Ralph, 
was the hollyleaf redberry, Rhamnus ilicifolia. To 
the casual observer, this looks deceptively like a live 
oak. Another highlight of this stop was the Humboldt 
County fuchsia (Epilobium septentrionale).

Humboldt county fuchsia at the Hlel-Din river access. Photo: 
Evan Mahony-Moyer. 
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Roosevelt
Continued � om page 9

Fossil Free
Continued � om page 7

MPA Monitoring
Continued � om page 8

With the loss of sea star predators, red and 
purple sea urchins dominated the reefs at most sites. 
Black and blue rockfi sh were the most abundant fi sh 
species with black rockfi sh abundance decreasing 
north to south and blue rockfi sh exhibiting the 
opposite pattern. 

Rarely and never-before-studied deep habitats, 
outside of SCUBA diving research depths, were 
given a baseline by the Marine Applied Research 
and Exploration team, through the use of a Remotely 
Operated Vehicle or ROV. By using the ROV the 
team was able to conduct visual surveys of mid-
depth rocky reefs (30-100m), soft bottom subtidal 
ecosystems (30-100m) and deep canyon ecosystems 
(deeper than 100m).

Projects also highlighted how commercial and 
recreational fi sheries play a vital role in the North 
Coast economy. In-person interviews with 163 
commercial fi shermen revealed that 73 percent 
believe that MPAs have directly aff ected their 
fi shing, with the most frequently cited eff ect of MPA 
implementation being that they cannot fi sh (or go to) 
traditional fi shing grounds. Despite this, nearly 66 
percent of respondents reported no change to recent 
fi shing income following MPA implementation. 

� e North Coast Region was the fi rst to include 
Tribal or Indigenous Traditional Knowledge (T/ITK) 
as part of baseline monitoring throughout the State. 
Project leads coordinated with 13 tribal communities 
in the compilation of T/ITK as it pertained to fi ve 
keystone species (clams, mussels, smelt, abalone, 
and seaweed) and their associated ecosystems. � e 
project’s scope included the review of 120 pieces of 
archival materials held by individual tribal entities 
as well as literature held within other institutional 
archives. In addition, extensive interviews with 69 
tribal members were conducted. 

� e state is now developing quantitative and 
expert-informed approaches to long-term monitoring 
(Phase 2), and will synthesize these approaches in an 
Action Plan. Expected to be released in 2018, the 
Action Plan will identify a priority list of indicators 
and sites to evaluate the performance of the MPA 
network at meeting the goals of the Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA). A comprehensive review of 
the network will also be conducted in 2022. � e state 
of region snapshot reports and more information 
can be found at www.oceanspaces.org. 

According to an analysis by the Marine 
Conservation Institute (MCI), public comments 
collected at www.regulations.gov show near 
unanimous support for maintaining marine 
monuments and sanctuaries as they currently exist.  
“Our analysis of a statistically valid random sample 
of the comments fi led shows over 99 percent support 
for monuments and sanctuaries,” said MCI President 
Lance Morgan.

organic integrityi i t
from our back door...

to your basketto your basket
The North Coast Co-op is the only 

Certified Organic Retailer on the North 
Coast! Our knowledgeable employees 
handle all certified organic products in 

accordance with federal regulations from 
the delivery truck to your basket.  

www.northcoast.coop

ffrr

811 I St. in  Arcata • (707) 822-5947
25 4th St. in Eureka • (707) 443-6027 

350 Humboldt believes that a transition from 
a fossil-fuel dependent-economy also must be just 
and equitable, ensuring any workers displaced or 
communities that might be adversely aff ected by the 
transition are helped and supported and not left behind. 

350 Humboldt opposes new fossil fuel 
extraction or refi nement projects, in alignment 
with their parent organization, such as the highly 
controversial and ill-conceived LNG (liquid natural 
gas) export facility proposed for Jordan Cove in 
Oregon, that would include a pipeline built under 
the iconic Klamath River. � e permit has already 
been denied twice, but the company is back again 
for a third go-round—despite the strong objections 
from residents, environmental groups, and the local 
tribal communities whose culture and traditions are 
intimately entwined with the health and function of 
the Klamath and the surrounding area. 

350 Humboldt needs you. Volunteers can attend 
local hearings and meetings, write letters, make 
phone calls, attend community organizing events, or 
lend other skills to help grow the organization. As a 
community-based group of volunteers,  anyone and 
everyone is welcome to join.

To fi nd out how you can get involved, visit the 
following links: 
350 Humboldt website (under construction): www.
world.350.org/Humboldt 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/350humboldt/
Sign up for the 350 Humboldt email list: www.
actionnetwork.org/forms/sign-up-for-350-
humboldt

...vouchers in Humboldt County elections to 
return the power to the people. � is helped to 
direct our chapter in focusing on the issue area of 
democratic access.

� is year we have begun to put greater emphasis 
on the issue area of energy and the environment. 
Some problems that we are looking at are negative 
impacts of logging techniques here in the Pacifi c 
Northwest, a lack of environmental education in 
elementary school and beyond, and economic 
barriers to access for our National Parks. 

While the issues considered for 10 Ideas range 
from county to federal, we are also interested in 
campus issues. One of these is the overcrowding of 
on-campus parking and a heavy reliance by students 
on automobiles, and we are looking at ways to resolve 
this. 

Roosevelt at HSU also plans other activities, 
including a tour of the Trinidad historic lighthouse, 
restoration work, and a beach cleanup partnering 
with the HSU Democrats on their adopted beach. 
Our larger events typically occur in the Spring 
semester with a favorite being the Great Debate, 
which brings together clubs on campus that 
represent the Republicans, Democrats, Greens, and 
Libertarians to foster intellectual debate of ideas. 

An event that we just started last year is 
RooTalks, our take on the famous TedTalks courtesy 
of our Vice President Natasha Braziel, in which we 
provide an essentially open forum for students and 
organizations on campus to encourage the free fl ow 
of ideas and innovation.
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Give the Gift of EcoNews! 

Now more than ever, we need to stay informed 
and take action to protect our natural places!
EcoNews has been the North Coast’s source of 

environmental news since 1971!

Fill out the form on the back cover of 
this issue, visit us online at 

yournec.org/donate, 
call 707-822-6918, or stop by the offi  ce 

at 415 I St., Arcata! 

A Gift Membership to the NEC 
includes a full year of EcoNews — 
delivered right to your friend’s or 

family member’s mailbox!

...amount of opposition was related to the fact 
that it was being developed by Shell, a multi-national 
oil company with a less than stellar environmental 
and human rights record.

Successful development of our local renewable 
energy potential will require active public 
involvement at a much earlier stage in the project 
than we saw with this previous project. Working 
with industry partners that have solid environmental 
and human rights records is also a priority.

Principle Power, a global technology leader for 
fl oating off shore wind energy based in Emeryville, 
CA, began exploratory meetings with RCEA, 
environmental groups, fi shermen, and other parties 
in October of this year for a potential fl oating 
off shore wind project off  the Humboldt coast. � eir 
eff orts to engage with local communities and interest 
groups early on is commendable. 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was 
also approved by the RCEA board between RCEA 
and Principle Power in October, which establishes 
a collaborative eff ort to work together on the key 
requirements needed to develop Humboldt’s off shore 
wind energy potential. An operational off shore wind 
project would take a number of years to complete. 
� ese meetings and the MOU are only the beginning 
of that process. 

Principle Power also participated in a clean 
energy panel discussion at HSU as part of the Schatz 
Energy Lab’s Sustainable Futures Speaker Series on 
November 9, which also featured representatives 
from RCEA, PG&E, and the Schatz Energy Lab. 

In Humboldt County, we have excellent local 
energy expertise and abundant renewable energy 
sources that provide unique opportunities for local 
renewable energy generation. Long-term, Humboldt 
can become both energy self-suffi  cient and 
potentially a major exporter of renewable energy. 

If you would like more information or to learn 
more about how to get involved with the off shore wind 
process, contact RCEA at  info@redwoodenergy.
org. You can also follow the RCEA board meeting 
agendas to attend meetings when off shore wind 
is on the agenda. Visit the RCEA website at 
www.redwoodenergy.org.

O� shore Wind
Continued � om page 7

Fritz
Continued � om page 10

Cannabis
Continued � om page 5

...second-growth redwoods in existence. Some 
loom over 250 feet. � e plot sits on a fl oodplain, 
which is fl at and contains nutrient-rich soil — ideal 
conditions for rapid growth.

� is year, Van Pelt and the League’s Forest 
Fellows are taking new measurements, like trees’ 
crown volume, in addition to the regular suite of 
measurements used throughout the last century. 
Knowing crown volume, for example, helps 
researchers predict other aspects of the tree, like 
overall mass, which are hard to measure directly.

� e team also employs LIDAR, a method 
that generates detailed aerial images. To capture 
these images, a helicopter hovers overhead and 
beams lasers at the ground. � e lasers bounce off  
the landscape, collecting information about the 
topography and trees’ positions. � e resulting 
LIDAR images are dotted with bright orange blobs—
representing the tallest trees—concentrated within 
and around the plot.

In 1923, Emanuel Fritz counted 272 trees within 
the plot. Seventy-two years later, in 1995, only 113 
trees remained. It’s a good sign: the forest is thinning 
out, transforming into a grove with fewer but bigger 
and taller trees, which is a characteristic of old-
growth redwood forests. Hopefully, we will see this 
trend continue for decades to come.

...have contacted the county and are in the process 
of taking corrective action. While the fi rst round 
of letters sent a shockwave through the cannabis 
community, the county still has somewhere between 
4,000-12,000 unpermitted grows. Rumor has it that 
some growers are taking action to evade detection, 
including constructing underground bunkers to 
hide their operations from aerial enforcement. Black 
market grow operations—those that have refused 
to participate in any of the nascent attempts at 
regulation—contribute signifi cantly to environmental 
damages. An ordinance alone will not solve the 
problem. Suffi  cient enforcement against those who 
violate the law is necessary. 

EPIC, the NEC, and others question whether 
the county should permit additional new cannabis 
farms when it is already struggling to enforce 
existing regulation.

Meanwhile, a comprehensive set of temporary 
regulations for recreational cannabis was released 
by the State of California on November 16. Notably, 
it did not include an upper limit on the size of 
cannabis farms. However, just days before, the state 
Department of Food and Agriculture had issued an 
environmental impact report that proposed a 1-acre 
cap on cannabis farms and nurseries. It is unclear 
why the cap was not included in the fi nal guidelines.

� e regulations will enable the state to begin 
issuing temporary licenses for cannabis businesses 
in January, when recreational sales become 
legal. Full text of the regulations can be found at 
www.calcannabis.cdfa.ca.gov.

“Once a tree is damaged, it’s the beginning of the 
end. But once a redwood is damaged, it’s just the 

beginning” -Robert Van Pelt
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Claire Roth
If you’re strolling through a wet meadow in the 

Cascades Range and hear a low, guttural chirping 
noise coming from a marshy thicket, you may have 
been lucky enough to hear the call of the Cascades 
frog. Once abundant in the alpine lakes and zones 
of Northern California, the Cascades frog is now in 
dire need of helping hands. � e introduction of non-
native fi sh species, deadly pathogens, and detrimental 
repercussions of human activity have taken a toll 
on this frog’s habitat and survival, reducing its 
presence in California to the Klamath Mountains 
and Southern Cascades.

According to a statistic from the Center for 
Biological Diversity from March of this year, 
Cascades frogs have disappeared from 95 percent of 
their historical habitat in the Lassen area, slipping 
from a numerous population size to a diminutive 
one. � e good news, however, is that this statistic 
was housed within a petition sent from the Center of 
Biological Diversity to the California Fish and Game 
Commission, urging the listing of the Cascades frog 
as threatened or endangered under the California 
Endangered Species Act.

Drum roll, please: As of October 11, 2017, the 
California Fish and Game Commission has granted 
the Cascades frog candidacy for the lawful protection 
requested by the Center for Biological Diversity in 
their March petition.

� ough the Cascades frog’s population situation 
seems dire, it’s a creature that hurdles tough challenges 
throughout several stages of life and could very well 
persevere if granted full endangered species status. 
� ough female Cascades frogs breed once a year 
between mid-May and mid-July and lay about 425 
eggs, environmental and pathogenic factors make 
tadpoles’ survival rate a gamble. � e shallow pools 
that females tend to lay their eggs in run the risk of 
freezing if temperatures dramatically drop, which is 
possible due to the altitude of the frog’s habitat, which 
ranges from 750 to 8,200 feet. � e proximity of egg 
clusters to each other creates an easy environment for 

diseases to spread. According to a study conducted 
by the EPA’s National Center for Environmental 
Research, the increasing concentration of chemical 
fertilizers in the environment may also pose a 
signifi cant threat to juvenile Cascades frogs’ health, 
as laboratory studies indicated that they cannot 
detect and therefore cannot avoid toxic levels of 
fertilizers in their habitats.

After their three-year journey from egg to tadpole 
to adulthood, Cascade frogs develop a golden-brown 
base color with fl ecks of brownish-black speckled 
along their backs. A black stripe extends from the tip 
of the frog’s nose to the side of their head near the 
ear, as if they are wearing a little mask. � eir choice 
of habitats include the marshy meadows, alpine 
streams, and lakes of high-elevation mountains.

� ere is still a ways to go until those who consider 
the voices of frogs to be just as integral to Northern 
California as the treetops and rivers can fi nally 
breathe a sigh of relief for this little but courageous 
amphibian. According to an announcement from 
the Center for Biological Diversity, the decision of 
whether the Cascades frog will be granted federal 
protection will not be reached until at least 2022. 
For now, however, a hip-hop-ribbet-hooray is owed 
to the Center for Biological Diversity and all others 
who have spoken up on behalf of this amphibian who 
may just be one of the toughest froggies out there.

Cascades Frog
Rana cascadae

The Cascade frog can be found throughout the Cascade 
Mountains from Washington through Oregon, and California. 
Photo, above: Walter Siegmund, Wikimedia CC. Below left:  
Oregon Caves, Flickr CC. 

Cascades Frog
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Did you know that Paci� c grey whales can grow 
up to 50 feet in length? That’s about the size of a school 
bus! Grey whales can also weigh up to 45 tons! That’s 
more than two school buses! Grey whales are marine 
mammals, which means they live in the ocean. Grey 
whales can travel up to 70 miles per hour. 

During the months of January through June, grey 
whales travel in small groups from the warm waters of the 
Paci� c Ocean back to the cold waters of the Arctic Ocean. 
This is called migration—when animals move from one 
location to another. During this migration, grey whales 
lead their new-born calves, or baby whales, back to Arctic 
waters. They move close to the shoreline, so sometimes 
you can see them! The best spots for watching whales are 
on high cli� s overlooking the ocean. The Trinidad Head 
overlook, the Rim Trail in Patrick’s Point State Park, and 
Table Blu�  south of Humboldt Bay are good spots to go 
whale-watching.

You can spot migrating whales by looking for the 
blow. A blow is a pu�  of water vapor that blows from a 
whale’s blowhole (a “nostril” on the top of a whale’s head) 
up to 12 feet from the water. Where there is one blow, 
look for more. Grey whales tend to migrate in groups!

Word Search
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By: Rebekah Staub. Photo: Merrill Gosho, NOAA.
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Update! Thanks to the generous donations 
from 16 of our supporters, our campaign 
to raise funds for tech upgrades has been 
successful!

With this support we have been able to purchase 
four computers for the offi  ce, purchase necessary 
software, and are developing a plan to upgrade and 
redesign our website to be more user-friendly and 
viewable on mobile devices.

However, as we work on the tech update and 
website plan, it’s clear that additional equipment is 
still needed, and the website project may be more 
expensive than anticipated, so your help is still 
needed! No amount is too small (or too large). Please 
consider making a contribution today! 

Technologically Speaking... 
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Illustration by Terry Torgerson, from the EcoNews Archive

How can you help? 
Donate today at our o�  ce or online at www.yournec.org/donate 

and specify  “tech updates” on your donation! 

Thank you!
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bring you     bring you     

Help us continue to 
advocate, educate, and

YES!  I will help the Northcoast
 Environmental Center protect our 
watersheds, wildlands and communities!

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC 
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:

$100 - Coho Salmon

$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$25 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl

$500 - Orca

$1000 - Redwood

Other ________

I would like to become a sustaining member! 
I pledge $___________ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly. 
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

A subscription to EcoNews is included 
with your membership. 

I would like to save resources and read 
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the 
address above. 

Please choose one option:

Save resources, donate online: 
www.yournec.org, or scan the code 
at right. If you prefer, mail this form 
with a check or fi ll in your credit card 
information below. 

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 

Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Address ____________________________

City ________________________________

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we 
will list your name in publications as a donor. 
 

My gift is (check one box if applicable):  

a gift membershipin memory of

in honor of

Name of person _______________________________

(If gift 
membership)

 (student or 
low income)

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous. 

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518 


