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submitted grant requests to help 
further our Adopt-a-Block program, 
promote our Endangered Art Show, 
cover the expenses it takes to organize 
the super popular All Species Parade, 
and fund a youth environmental 
fi lm series in collaboration with the 
Humboldt County Libraries.

Other fundraising plans in 2018 
consist of our 2nd Annual Spaghetti 
Dinner and Auction FUN(d)Raiser 
event, which will be Saturday, March 24, 
at the Bayside Community Hall. 

Editor/Layout: Morgan Corviday
morgan@yournec.org
Proofreaders: Midge Brown, Claire Roth, 
Rebekah Staub, Kris Diamond, Elena 
McCauley, Bobby Valentine. 
Authors: Jennifer Kalt, Larry Glass, Bella 
Waters, Tom Wheeler, Felice Pace, Dan Sealy, 
George Sexton, Marisa St John, Lily Farrell, 
Monte Merrick, Claire Roth, Tom Stokely, Mitra 
Abidi, Anne Maher, Kimberly Baker, Carol 
Ralph, Rebekah Staub. 
Cover Photo:  Platform Holly, an off shore oil rig 
off  the coast of Santa Barbara, CA in state waters. 
The owners declared bankruptcy in April 2017, 
and the platform is due to be decommissioned. 
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2017 saw an unprecedented 
attack on environmental regulations 
nationwide. Your local environmental 
groups are the fi rst line of defense in 
Humboldt County and on the North 
Coast. � e Northcoast Environmental 
Center has been a hub of activity 
in the resistance to the national 
assault and local attempts to evade 
environmental regulations. 

We’ve been standing up to the 
federal government’s attempt to 
reduce and exploit our national 
monuments. We stand ready to be 
at the forefront of the fi ght against 
off shore oil drilling in waters off  the 
California coast and to prevent any 
onshore support facilities. 

� e NEC has gotten involved in 
closely scrutinizing the Humboldt 
Communities Services District’s 
desire to annex the Indianola area, 
potentially bringing city water to 
it and the Redmond Road area. If 
approved, this could result in many 
subdivisions and “McMansions” in 
this currently forested area between 
Eureka and Arcata. 

We just weighed in on the 
Notice of Preparation of a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report 
(DEIR) for the Titlow Hill area illegal 
subdivisions controversy with the 
County. We’re preparing to weigh 
in on a proposed large cannabis 
manufacturing facility right next to 
the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water 
District (HBMWD) intake on the Mad 
River, which could aff ect up to 80,000 
HBMWD customers. 

We’re engaged with the planners of 
a potential off shore wind facility and 
will continue to watchdog the eff ort. 
We continue to stay engaged with the 
County over its cannabis ordinances 
to ensure reasonable enforcement 
eff orts are included with the permitted 
expansions. We will persist in our 
eff orts and be involved in these and 
many other national and local issues. 

� ese eff orts wouldn’t be possible 
without the help of our supporters. 
� e outpouring of fi nancial support 
we received from you in 2017 was 
very gratifying. We reached our tech 
and solar project goals, held three 
successful fundraisers, and were able 
to end the year with some savings. � e 
savings will help us continue funding 
three part-time staff  positions and two 
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work-study positions, 
plus brave the 
unknown outcome 
for nonprofi t 
501(c)3s because 
of the new “GOP 
tax bill” gift for 
the rich. We 
hope many of 
you donate to 
the NEC because 
you believe in 
our work, not 
solely due to the tax 
write-off  incentives. 
However, it’s estimated 
that charitable donations 
will drop between $16 billion-$24 
billion, so we’ll continue to be fi scally 
conservative with our spending and 
research other funding opportunities.

Speaking of other funding 
opportunities, we’re currently 
wrapping up our California Coastal 
Commission grant for our three 
coastal programs, Adopt-a-Block, 
Adopt-a-Beach, and Coastal Cleanup 
Day.  We also await word regarding 
whether we’ll be the recipient of a 
similar grant to expand our beach 
cleanup events to include an Earth 
Day and 5th of July event. We’ve 

However, it’s estimated 
that charitable donations 
will drop between $16 billion-$24 
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Robert Thoman
I started delivering EcoNews to 

McKinleyville in the late 70s.  I had 
done some work converting the beauty parlor next 
to the old NEC to expand the offi  ces of the NEC. I 
also started papering McKinleyville and the Eureka/
Arcata airport. Tim McKay and Sid Dominitz (at the 
time, the NEC’s Executive Director and EcoNews 
editor, respectively) talked me into playing poker 
with them on Wednesday evenings. I have been 
delivering EcoNews in McKinleyville (by bicycle) 
and playing poker Wednesday evenings ever since.  

I greatly appreciate the infl uence that the NEC 
has had on protecting the environment.  Tim applied 
pressure constantly and Sid helped him put issues 
into words.  I am overjoyed that the awesome crew 
at the NEC has carried on that work.  Many thanks 
to them.  Th is is the only planet we have.
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Rotating hosts talk with a variety of experts and guests on a range of topics
Past shows are archived on our website for download or streaming 

Write a Letter to 
the Editor!

Letters should be 300 
words or less,  be relevant to  
EcoNews readers and material 
covered in EcoNews, and must 
include the writer’s address and 
phone number. 
Letters may be edited and shortened for space. 

The NEC reserves the right to reject any submitted 
material for any reason (e.g., size, content, writing 
style, etc.).

Send to editor@yournec.org.

News from the Center
Continued from prior page

Bouquets to Humboldt Cider 
Company for hosting the NEC’s 
non-profi t cider night in December. 

Bouquets to Arcata Exchange for 
hosting NEC and supplying the wine 
during Arts Arcata!   

Bouquets to Arcata Main Street, 
Oyster Festival Aquaculture Support 
Fund, a fund of the Humboldt Area 
Foundation, for their support of our 
Adopt-a-Block program. 

Bouquets to Arcata Theatre Lounge 
for continuing to provide us space for 
Ocean Night every month! 

Bouquets to all who joined us during 
our Open House—it was great to see so 
many friendly faces. 

Bouquets to Richard Jett for creating 
a video template for our upcoming events 
and bringing us into the digital age of 
video self promotion.

And bouquets to Nathaniel Douglass 
for providing assistance with computer 
software.

In This Issue

Adopt-A-Block
Help the NEC keep our streets clean and prevent debris from 

entering our stormdrains by adopting a block near you!
Contact us to sign up and get involved! 

707-822-6918  •  www.yournec.org/adoptablock

Musical talent Kingfoot will be providing the heel-
kicking dance music. Tickets are available online and 
at the offi  ce. We’re also looking for volunteers to help 
during the event and donate items or services for the 
silent auction. Can you help? Contact Bella at the 
offi  ce if you’re interested!

Th is year will mark the Fourth Annual Tim 
McKay Birdathon. While the start date isn’t until 
May, it’s not too early to start forming your team and 
soliciting donations. Proceeds from the Birdathon 
are split between Redwood Region Audubon Society 
and the NEC, so two great organizations benefi t 
from your day of birding!

We’ve welcomed four new interns for the 
spring semester. Nathaniel Israel is joining us as 
our Coastal Programs intern and will be focused 
on recruiting volunteers for our Adopt-a-Beach 
program and Coastal Cleanup Day. Sarah Duff y is 
our Special Projects intern and will be focused on 
various projects that arise.  Emma Trockey and Erik 
Segura are our two GIS interns. Emma is focused 
on creating Adopt-a-Block maps to show where the 
bulk of cigarette butts are gathered and Erik will be 
compiling more than 20 years of Coastal Cleanup 
Day data and portraying that visually. 

We are also in need of EcoNews interns and 
volunteers, so if you or someone you know is 
interested in environmental journalism, please 
contact us! We could not accomplish all we do 
without the support of interns and volunteers! 

Coming up, the NEC Board will be taking part in 
a strategic planning retreat mid-February to discuss 
how to increase youth involvement in the Center, 
increase communications with member groups, 
advocacy engagement and environmental education. 
We’re also in the process of revamping our website 
to make it user- and mobile-friendly, and continue 
to make progress on cleaning the site of the NEC’s 
former home on 9th Street (which burned down in 
a block fi re in 2001) by obtaining a grant from the 
State of California.

 It’s gearing up to be a busy year at the NEC 
and your continued support is needed and much 
appreciated to help us protect the oceans, rivers, 
forests, and wildlife!
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Many thanks to all our donors, advertisers, 
and other community partners in 2017. As we 
head into our 47th year, we are grateful for so 
many friends and allies. From all of us at the 
NEC, thank you so much for your support in 
protecting our wondrous North Coast and all 
of its inhabitants!  
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Caption here. 

Surfers wait for waves with an off shore drilling platform in the distance in Santa Barbara, CA. Photo: Berardo62, Flickr CC. 

Trump Administration Proposes O� shore Oil Development

Tom Wheeler
On January 4, 2018, Interior Secretary Ryan 

Zinke released a new proposal that would open nearly 
all off shore areas to new oil and gas development. 
Zinke’s draft plan would mandate 47 new off shore 
lease sales over the next fi ve years, replacing a plan 
issued by the Obama administration that closed all 
new off shore oil development. Of the 47 sales, the 
draft plan directs that seven occur in California, with 
two off  the Northern California coast, defi ned by 
the plan as the area starting around Point Arena in 
Mendocino County. � e proposal is touted by Zinke 
as the “largest number of lease sales ever proposed.” 

Immediately, Zinke’s proposal came under 
attack. Under pressure from Florida Governor Rick 
Scott, Secretary Zinke promised no new off shore oil 
development off  Florida’s coast because “Florida is 
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Company for export to San Francisco refi neries. 
� ough the well never proved profi table, there’s 
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presence of some gas. Other abundant off shore gas 
seeps have been discovered.

Massive Environmental Impacts
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attempts to open the North Coast to drilling tell some 
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emissions from off shore platforms; and other water 
quality pollution, from heavy metals to sediment.

Our Coast is Too Precious to Drill 

Here are three things you can do to stop 
offshore drilling or make it  more difficult:

1- comment on Zinke’s plan. Let Interior Secretary 
Zinke know that the North Coast should be 
kept off  limits. Comments are due March 9. 
Send comments to: 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (VAM-LD) 
45600 Woodland Road 
Sterling, VA 20166-9216

Or submit comments online at https://www.
boem.gov/National-Program-Comment/

2- Support state resolutions against offshore 
drilling. Senator McGuire introduced SR 73 
to declare the state’s opposition to off shore 
drilling; in the assembly, Assemblymember 
Wood introduced a joint resolution, AJR 29, 
that largely mirrors SR 73. � ank Senator 
McGuire and Assemblymember Wood!

Senator Mike McGuire
1036 5th St., Suite D 
Eureka, CA 95501
Assemblymember Jim Wood
1036 5th Street
Eureka, CA 95501

3- Restrict onshore development. While local 
governments can’t prohibit off shore drilling, 
they can stop onshore oil infrastructure! Let 
the Board of Supervisors and the Eureka 
City Council know that they should rezone 
waterfront land to prohibit onshore oil 
infrastructure. Write to:
Eureka City Council
531 K Street
Eureka, CA 95501
Humboldt County Board of Supervisors
825 5th Street, Room 111
Eureka, CA 95501
khayes@co.humboldt.ca.us

Our local economy would also be impacted. 
Because gas deposits are near-shore, drilling 
platforms would likely be visible from shore. Onshore 
development would also be necessary to facilitate the 
drilling operations, turning our bucolic coastline into 
an industrial eyesore. Our local tourism economy 
would likely suff er as a result. Drilling would also 
aff ect the local fi shing industry, with an anticipated 
10-20 percent decline in revenue (not accounting for 
a major spill).

Make your voice heard
Save this list of contacts for your reference

U.S. Senators - California
Senator Diane Feinstein 
https://feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate Offi  ce Bldg.
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone:  202-224-3841

Senator Kamala Harris
https://harris.senate.gov 
112 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553
Look up other senators here:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm

U.S. Representative - California District 2
Congressman Jared Huff man
https://huff man.house.gov
1406 Longworth House Offi  ce Bldg
Washington, D.C., 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161
Look up other representatives here:
https://www.house.gov/representatives

California Governor
Governor Edmund G. Brown
https://www.gov.ca.gov
Governor Edmund G. Brown
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841 

Department of the Interior
Ryan Zinke
Contact info at right (on this page)

National Park Service
(Paul) Daniel Smith
Contact info on page 10

other officals & Agencies in this issue
Congressman Raul Grijalva 
https://grijalva.house.gov
1511 Longworth House Offi  ce Bldg
Washington, D.C., 20515
Phone: 202-225-2435

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
https://www.boem.gov
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
Phone: 202-208-6474
BOEMPublicAff airs@boem.gov

We will start with the Department of the 
Interior—the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Acting Director of the National Park Service. Future 
editions will include the Department of Agriculture, 
EPA, and Department of Energy and Commerce. 

For clarifi cation, “confi rmed” refers to a 
Presidential Appointee that was confi rmed 
by Congress, “acting” refers to an employee 
in acting, or temporary capacity that has not 
been confi rmed by Congress. Since acting and 
deputy directors do not require Congressional 
confi rmation, this administration has chosen to 
delay or skip appointees that require the public 
scrutiny of Congressional confi rmation. Some 
acting offi  cials are career employees rather than 
political appointees; those career employees will be 
noted as well.

Ryan Zinke
Agency: Department of the 
Interior

Title: Secretary of the Interior 
(confi rmed)

Areas of responsibility: The 
Secretary of Interior sets policy for 
and directs the heads of several 
of the land management agencies 
including US Fish & Wildlife Service, 
Bureau of Land Management 
and the National Park Service. In 
leading these agencies he has the 
power to enforce conservation laws 
and determine how public lands 
will be administered. 

Contact information:
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240
202-208-7351
exsec@ios.doi.gov

Offi  cial biography: https://www.doi.gov/
whoweare/secretary-ryan-zinke

Conservation background: Zinke served as 
his home state of Montana’s only Rep. in the US 
House of Representatives before being appointed 
Secretary of the Interior by Trump. � ough 
he rode to work on his fi rst day in offi  ce on a 
tax-payer owned horse and invoked � oreau 

Ryan Zinke, offi  cial photo. 

Learn about the people in charge of our government’s 
environmental and public lands agencies. 

Dan Sealy
While a divided Congress has struggled to 

pass legislation to send to the President to achieve 
a conservative agenda, the current administration 
has been using executive powers to enact sweeping 
changes in environmental regulations, erase climate 
change from government priorities, assure budgets 
refl ecting a partisan political agenda, and pave 
the way for increased fossil fuel extraction. � e 
President’s appointments to agency leadership 
positions clearly indicate energy production as a 
priority over conservation. 

� is article is the fi rst in a series of portraits of the 
people in charge of protecting our environmental and 
public health. We hope you can use this information 
to increase your ability to eff ectively let your voice be 
heard regarding issues of concern to you. 

Marches
Continued � om previous page

Get to Know the Players

Continued on page 10

and John Muir as personal infl uences, there 
has been no sign of their conservation ethics 
in his decisions. He has recommended major 
changes in boundaries of National Monuments, 
rescinded the ban on lead ammunition on most 
wildlife refuges and also rescinded the ban on 
sale of plastic water bottles in National Parks. 
More importantly, he has announced measures 
to increase energy extraction from protected 
public lands and off shore areas. He is actively 
diminishing or removing environmental 
regulations under his authority.  

Looking for someone not on this list? 
www.usa.gov/elected-officials
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George Sexton
Conservation Director,  

Klamath Siskiyou Wildlands Center

Big timber players and their political allies are 
again exploiting forest fi res to promote clearcutting.

� e inevitable wildfi res in fi re country could 
encourage us to better prepare communities and 
ecosystems for future fi res.  � ey could prompt us to 
discuss what climate change means with regard to how 
fi res behave and where homes should be built. We could 
be studying the eff ects of fi re on forests and use those 
fi ndings to guide our way forward after one hundred 
years of fi re exclusion in fi re-dependent ecosystems. 

Instead, fi re is used as an excuse to clearcut 
remote forests in the backcountry, unravel our bedrock 
environmental safeguards, and hand over the keys to 
our public lands to those who want to make a fast buck.

Perhaps the most extreme anti-forest piece of 
legislation in decades, the so-called “Westerman 
Bill” (H.R. 2936), would eliminate forest protections 
on public lands across the board while promoting 
clearcutting under the guise of forest health and 
fi re prevention. While the legislation never actually 
mentions the word “clearcutting,” Section 112(b) of 
the bill would eliminate environmental review for 
post-fi re salvaging logging clearcuts up to 10,000 
acres in size and would allow the Forest Service to 
waive streamside protection buff ers.

Similarly, the Westerman Bill allows for “forest 
management projects” up to 10,000 acres for 
“creation of early successional habitat for wildlife.” 
While that may sound good, in this instance “early 
successional habitat creation” is timber industry 
speak for clearcutting. So much for habitat.

In order to push through such drastic anti-forest 
policies, the Westerman Bill would allow the Forest 
Service to avoid judicial review of its clearcutting 
plans. � e bill eliminates... 

Caption here. 

Victory in California Pesticide Case 
for SAFE and Public Health

Larry Glass
President, SAFE

In a dramatic setback for the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), a 
California court issued an injunction prohibiting 
further activity under the State’s Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the 
Statewide Plant Pest Prevention and Management 
Program. � e suit was brought by the City of 
Berkeley and eleven public health, conservation and 
food safety organizations, including Trinity County’s 
Safe Alternatives for our Forest Environment (SAFE). 
� e program allowed pesticide spraying at schools, 
organic farms, and backyards across California 
without public notice or scrutiny. 

In a sweeping decision issued January 8, Judge 
Timothy M. Frawley ruled that the state agency 
failed to adequately review impacts, provide 
suffi  cient notice of pesticide spraying, or adequately 
disclose the harms of the chemicals used. � e agency 
did not adequately account for the full range of 
dangers caused by the program, including risks of 
contaminating water supplies and the cumulative 
danger of adding even more pesticides to the more 
than 150 million pounds of pesticides already being 
used in California each year.

� e Court agreed with SAFE and the plaintiff s 
that the cumulative impacts analysis was incomplete 
and inadequate, and the PEIR’s “baseline” 
assumptions of existing conditions were deeply 
fl awed, which distorted the PEIR’s impact fi ndings. 
� e statewide “pest management” program required 
no site-specifi c analysis of risks before the application 
of 79 pesticides—including some known to cause 
cancer and birth defects and to be highly toxic to 
bees, butterfl ies, fi sh, and birds.

Importantly, the Court set aside the PEIR and 
reversed CDFA’s approvals under the Statewide 
Pest Management Program. � e CDFA had already 
carried out more than 1,000 pesticide treatments 
since the program was approved in 2014.  Further 
activity is now prohibited until the CDFA certifi es a 
revised Environmental Impact Report curing these 

many defi ciencies. � e public will also now have 
the opportunity to provide input on new pesticide 
treatments and sites approved under the program.

SAFE is excited that the court has ruled that the 
State does not have free rein to use pesticides as a fi rst 
resort or have a blank check to spray people’s yards, 
exposing children and pets to a range of pesticides 
that can cause serious long-term problems, including 
cancer, asthma, and IQ loss.

California has to now take reasonable, site-
specifi c steps to curb the harms of pesticides to 
our water supplies and imperiled species like 
salmon. � is ruling affi  rms that people should have 
a voice in whether pesticides are used in their own 
neighborhoods. 

Some of the pesticides used in the program 
include these dangerous chemicals:
• Chlorpyrifos, known to cause brain damage in 

children and to threaten 97 percent of endangered 
wildlife;

• Neonicotinoid pesticides that are highly toxic to 
pollinators like bees and aquatic invertebrates like 
crustaceans and mollusks;

• � e toxic fumigant methyl bromide, which 
depletes the protective ozone layer;

• � e chemical warfare agent chloropicrin, which 
causes genetic damage.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
 

Pure Water Spas

3750 Broadway, Eureka    *    707.444.8001    *     jaysooter.com

Continued on page 19

Post-Fire 
Westerman Bill: 

a Clearcutter’s 
Dream

A protest sign against pesticide spraying from a San Francisco 
march in 2008. Photo: Kevin Krejci, Flickr CC. 
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Press Release
Oil Change International

A new report released by Oil Change International 
details, for the fi rst time, the full accounting of 
greenhouse gas emissions that would result from the 
proposed Jordan 
Cove LNG (liquid 
natural gas) Export 
terminal and Pacifi c 
C o n n e c t o r 
fracked gas pipeline 
projects in Oregon.

� e new report 
finds that the 
projects would result 
in over 36.8 million 
metric tons of 
carbon dioxide 
equivalent (CO2e) 
per year, some 15.4 
times the emissions 
from Oregon’s last 
remaining coal-fi red power plant, the Boardman 
Coal plant, which is set to be retired by the end of 
2020 due to climate and air pollution concerns. When 
considering the in-state emissions alone, the projects 
would still be the largest source of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the state by 2020.

� e report also fi nds that exported fracked 
gas (or LNG) will not replace dirtier fossil fuel 
sources like coal in Asia. In addition, it concludes 
that even with conservative estimates for methane 
leakage, exported liquifi ed natural gas does not 
result in lower emissions than coal plants on a full 
lifecycle basis. � us, the report argues, the full 36.8 
million metric tons of CO2e must be viewed as 
additional pollution.

Lorne Stockman, Senior Research Analyst with 
Oil Change International and the lead report author 
states, “� e emissions associated with this project 
would dig a substantial hole, undermining Oregon’s 
eff orts to lead on climate action.”

� e report’s analysis fi nds that construction of 
the Jordan Cove LNG export terminal and Pacifi c 
Connector pipeline would make it impossible to 
achieve Oregon Governor Kate Brown’s goal to 
have Oregon’s climate... 

information or physical conditions have changed 
and that the amendment is necessary to maintain 
established uses that are otherwise consistent with 
a comprehensive view of the plan.” However, the 
applicant and owners of record are the ones who 
illegally made those conditions change. � e intent 
appears to be to legalize illegal actions after-the-fact.

Why now? According to standards outlined 
in the new Commercial Medical Marijuana Land 
Use Ordinance, “cannabis cultivation and other 
commercial cannabis activity shall be conducted in 
compliance with all laws,” and there are time limits 
for becoming compliant. Many existing cannabis 
farms on illegal parcels seek to use the proposed 
Titlow Hill rezoning and subdivision to become legal, 
in order to become compliant with new cannabis 
laws and obtain commercial cannabis permits. For 
more information see http://humboldtgov.org/
DocumentCenter/View/53500.

As a year-round, long-term resident of Titlow 
Hill, I oppose the General Plan amendment, zoning 
reclassifi cation, and subdivision and want the County 
to deal with the problems. My voice and the public’s 
voices need to be heard. We need to be able to trust 
that county offi  cials will fulfi ll their responsibility 
to follow the laws. Allowing illegal activity after-
the-fact could lead to further subdividing or other 
development in the future and sets a bad precedent 
for the County and elsewhere. 
What can you do?  If you share these concerns, 
make your voice known:

• Let your supervisor (www.humboldtgov.
org/167/Board-of-Supervisors) know that you 
do not support this eff ort to legitimize and reward 
the lawless and environment-damaging behavior by 
those involved in the many unpermitted subdivisions, 
while law-abiding citizens follow the rules.

• Contact Marisa with questions or comments, 
or if you’d like to participate in crafting strategies to 
enact change, at upperredwoodcreek@gmail.com.

• To see NEC’s initial comments on the project, 
go here:  https://tinyurl.com/NEC-Titlow.

Marisa (D’Arpino) St John
� e Titlow Hill area is about twelve miles west of 

Willow Creek and bounded by Highway 299, Titlow 
Hill Road/US Route 1, and upper Redwood Creek. 
Parcel and portion-of-parcel owners (many of them 
marijuana growers and people who live elsewhere), 
including a local attorney/developer, have been 
illegally sub-dividing parcels and putting in roads, 
grading, and other unpermitted activities for several 
decades. � ese activities are detrimental to the 
environment (oak trees, prairies, salmon, wildlife 
species such as pileated woodpeckers, the Redwood 
Creek watershed), humans (noise, lights, packs of 
dogs harassing or killing wildlife and livestock), 
and society (why bother following the law and 
paying for permits?).

Personal observations and public records show 
that these illegal activities have continued unabated 
for some time. � e county has failed to take action, 
even after numerous public complaints, public 
testimony, county staff  witnessing the problems, 
Notices of Nuisance fi led against some of the parcels, 
and the aforementioned attorney/developer being 
taken to court at least twice (see the February 16, 
2010 “Humboldt County, residents await Titlow Hill 
resolution” article in the Times-Standard).

� e attorney, some of the parcels’ owners, and 
the county now want to amend the new Humboldt 
County General Plan and reclassify the zoning of 
more than 5,000 acres of unclassifi ed and agriculture 
parcels currently designated for grazing to allow 
subdivision into 40-acre rural residential parcels, 
which could be used to grow marijuana and other 
intensive agriculture. The Titlow Hill General 
Plan Amendment, Rezone Petition and contract 
authorization was approved at the September 5, 
2017 County Board of Supervisors meeting, and 
a Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental 
Impact Report was issued in December.

� e application to the Humboldt County 
Planning and Building Department, fi led by Ken 
Bareilles Investment Company, states that “base 

Titlow Hill: Trees and Prairies, or 
Houses and Marijuana Grows?

Continued on page 20

New Impacts Report:
Jordan Cove LNG 

Would Increase 
Global Emissions,  
Undermine Clean 
Energy Transition

Annual 
climate 

emissions 
would be 

equivalent to 
more 

than 15 
coal plants

Invest in the Future
Join our Monthly 
Giving Program
For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918
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away from sensitive species such as the Pacifi c fi sher 
(Martes pennanti) and the northern spotted owl. But 
even in another location, animals will still be exposed 
to this poison.

Submission to regulatory review isn’t enough. � e 
rat poison put out by a worker at a vineyard in Napa 
or Sonoma counties is likely legal. When vast swaths 
of our world are taken over by industrial agriculture, 
we cannot simply allow that land, its waters, its life, 
to become a sacrifi ce zone. If we are serious about 
diluting rat poison out of our environment, we need 
to stop producing it. We need to cease manufacture 
and sales of these poisons.

In 2017, a leader in the eff ort to rid our shared 
world of these poisons, Raptors Are the Solution 
(RATS), worked with California Assembly member 
Richard Bloom to bring a bill (AS-1687) forward that 
would complete the ban of SGARs in our state. As it 
is currently written, the... 

Caption here. 

Continued on page 19

Lily Farrell
Humboldt State University’s Environmental 

Studies Club is intended for, but not limited to, 
students who major in environmental studies 
at HSU. � e purpose of the club is to unite 
interdisciplinary perspectives in order to brainstorm 
and create solutions for environmental issues. As a 
major, environmental studies focuses on how social 
constructs tend to prevent us from joining forces 
to tackle the growing problem of climate change 
that will negatively impact us all, sooner or later. 
� erefore, the Environmental Studies Club aims 
to build a community for incoming environmental 
studies students as well as others who hope to create 
positive change in this world, so that together we can 
march toward a brighter future. 

� e club has presented events including the 
screening of “Chasing Coral” and an event called 
Conversations Matter. � e screening of “Chasing 
Coral,” which included a discussion afterward, was 
intended to open up dialogue to the public about 
the environmental issue of coral bleaching. � e fi lm 
shows why interdisciplinary work is necessary to 
solve environmental issues. 

Conversations Matter was created shortly after 
Donald Trump was elected President. � e motivation 
for Conversations Matter was to teach community 
members confl ict management for turbulent talks. 
For this event, the club  invited trained mediators 
from Humboldt Mediation Services to teach tips 
and tricks to transform arguments into problem-
solving communication and methods of practice for 
bringing confl ict to consensus.

� e club is currently fundraising to send 10 
environmental studies students to the Public 
Interest Environmental Law Conference (PIELC) 
at the University of Oregon School of Law in early 
March. For these students, having the opportunity 
to attend PIELC will give them the chance to network 
with others passionate about sparking social and 
environmental change. Attending this conference will 
also equip these students with the information on the 
brink of the environmental movement to share with 
our local community here in Humboldt County. 

If you have any questions about the 
Environmental Studies Club, would like to get 
involved, or are interested in donating to help 
send students to PIELC, please contact enst.club@
humboldt.edu.

HSU’s Environmental 
Studies Club

Northern spotted owl released near Blue Lake by Humboldt Wildlife Care 
Center/Bird Ally X staff  after treatment. Photo: Laura Corsiglia.

 
7 of 10 Endangered Spotted Owls 

Exposed to R at Poison; 
Retail Ban Insufficient

Monte Merrick
Bird Ally X/HWCC

In 2014, the State of California banned 
a rat poison that had been determined to 
cause sickness and death in an increasing 
number of wild animals—second 
generation anti-coagulant rodenticides 
(SGARs) sold in retail stores as d-CON. 
Although the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife had submitted an opinion that 
the rodenticide needed to be more tightly 
regulated, it still took three years to get 
the toxin off  the shelves of neighborhood 
stores. � e ban, however, was not total. 
Commercial applicators and farmers can 
still buy and use this poison—and they do.

Killing rats with a slow-acting poison, 
as it turns out, is a very eff ective way to 
spread poison through an ecosystem. Rats 
sick and dying from ingesting rodenticide 
are caught by a variety of wild predators including 
raccoons, bobcats, mountain lions, eagles, hawks, 
weasels—any critter that eats rodents.

Now a newly published study shows that on the 
North Coast, in the heart of the coastal range forests 
(where cannabis cultivation has punched holes and 
created edges in owl habitat), 70 percent of northern 
spotted owls (Strix occidentalis) tested positive for 
rodenticide exposure. Unfortunately, this means 
that our region is now close to par with the rest of 
California. An ongoing study in the San Francisco 
Bay Area undertaken by Wildcare in Marin County 
has found 83 percent of all wildlife tested to be 
exposed to SGARs. No doubt similar numbers are 
found in other states and nations.

� e legalization of cannabis in California 
will hopefully bring cannabis agriculture into the 
regulatory process and might lead to the migration 
of cannabis agriculture out of remote wildlands—

Adopt-a-Beach
Be a part of our growing team of site captains 

Visit our website for more information 
and a list of available sites.

www.yournec.org/adoptabeach 707-822-6918
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Claire Roth
On the January 4 EcoNews Report (broadcast 

on KHSU, 90.5 FM), Friends of the Eel River (FOER) 
Conservation Director Scott Greacen met with 
Executive Director Stephanie Tidwell to discuss the 
decade-long battle between Friends of the Eel River 
and the North Coast Railroad Authority (NCRA), 
including some of the impacts of the defunct rail line 
on Humboldt Bay and the region. 

Greacen describes the situation as being, “a 
microcosm, a window into the fi ght between state 
and federal law and the struggle in the Trump era 
to secure environmental protections at the state and 
local level in the face of a federal government that’s 
actively hostile to environmental protection.”

Looking over an all-but-washed-away railroad 
line at a location called Rocky Gulch on the safety 
corridor stretching alongside Humboldt Bay 
between Arcata and Eureka, Tidwell and Greacen 
observed the king tide and noted that the water 
was only about three feet from the pavement of the 
road. “In important respects, the old rail line here 
functions as kind of the the dike that protects the 101 
corridor from storm surges. But, here’s a place where 
the infrastructure’s really just failed,” Greacen said.

� e breadth of the king tide’s waters, just out of 
reach of the highway, brings to the table implications 
for the future. “With this being our highest king tide 
ever, due to climate change and rising ocean levels, 
we’re not far off  from beginning to see some pretty 
signifi cant inundation of inhabited areas,” Tidwell said.

� e failure of the NCRA to address the purpose 
and shortcomings of the lines of tracks adds to the 
frustrating and complicated conversation of what to 
do about the rising waters. “� ere’s no real money to 
pay for rebuilding the... Continued on page 20

(Paul) Daniel Smith
Agency: National Park Service (NPS)

Title: Deputy Director (and Acting 
Director)

Areas of responsibility: Directly 
responsible for managing the 
National Parks system which 
includes 417 areas covering more 
than 84 million acres. In addition, 
the Director manages several 
national programs such as the 
National Natural and Historic 
Landmarks programs, List of 
National Historic Structures, 
Historic Buildings Survey, and 
National Trails program. 

Contact information:
National Park Service
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240
202-208-3818
paul_smith@nps.gov

Offi  cial biography: https://www.doi.gov/
pressreleases/department-interior-names-new-
national-park-service-deputy-director

Conservation background: P. Daniel (Dan) Smith, 
superintendent of Colonial National Historical 
Park from 2004 to 2014, was appointed Deputy 
Director in January 2018. Smith is an odd and 
controversial choice. He fi rst made his name 
known when he served as a political appointee 
in the George W. Bush administration and was 
sometimes responsible for pressuring agencies 
to accommodate friends of the administration 
who were perturbed at regulatory procedures. 
� e Offi  ce of the Inspector General (OIG) 
was engaged to look into an incident where 
Mr. Smith was involved in pushing the NPS 

Know the Players
Continued � om page XX

to have trees protected under a Park Service 
conservation easement cut for the benefi t 
of a wealthy landowner and owner of the 
Washington Redskins football team, Dan 
Snyder.  In this report, the OIG wrote: “P. 
Daniel Smith…inappropriately used his 
position to apply pressure and circumvent NPS 
procedures.” � e Bush administration rewarded 
Mr. Smith by handing him a permanent, high-
level Park Service job through a process called 
“burrowing in,” where political appointees can 
take permanent career positions at the end of 
an administration. Mr. Smith retired in 2014, 
but has now been appointed to head the agency 
he once tarnished. Retired ranger Rob Danno, 
who was the whistleblower in the tree-cutting 
case, was surprised at the appointment and  
responded to Smith’s appointment by writing: 
“His [Smith’s] reputation will never recover from 
the Snyder experience, because he basically sold 
out the primary mission of the agency.” 

P. Daniel Smith, offi  cial photo. 

Ongoing R ailroad 
Saga; Implications 
Re: Sea Level Rise

The EcoNews Report Report
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Tom Wheeler
Here’s my secret: I have an activist crush on 

Colin Fiske. He is an idealist, driven by large and 
weighty principles like “fairness” and “community,” 
but in practice, Colin is a pragmatist, ever able to 
incrementally make our world better. He calls himself 
a “cynical idealist.” He is not a complainer but a 
doer—putting his values into action on a daily basis. 
He is a strategic thinker and keen problem solver, 
who uses his talents to benefi t his local community. 
In short, Colin is a Kin to the Earth.

Colin’s career in activism began early. As he tells 
it, it began with an epiphany on the top of a preschool 
playground. In one of his earliest memories, Colin 
remembers having heard of the “environment”—a 
loose and amorphous term—but looking out 
across the playground it struck him: everything 
was the environment. � e trees. � e kids. Even the 
playground itself. � ere, Colin recounts, he resolved 
to do his best for the environment because he knew 
that it mattered.

Fast forward a bit. Colin attended Pomona 
College. � ere he met his wife, Christine. He 
followed her to Central Florida where she worked 
towards her Ph.D. While in Florida, Colin became 
involved in labor organizing, working for the 
Walmart Alliance for Reform Now (WARN), which 
successfully challenged every proposed Walmart in 
Central Florida using local zoning ordinances, and 
the Florida Public Services Union. 

After Colin’s wife secured a job at Humboldt State, 
they struck a deal. In exchange for moving across the 
country, she would be the primary breadwinner and 
Colin would get to be a full-time activist, providing 
for the family as well through tending to their 
impressive home garden. � ey moved to Humboldt 
in 2011 and Colin soon found himself engaged with 
the Permaculture Guild and the California Native 
Plant Society. In 2014, Colin put his organizing 
skills to work on Measure P, the ballot measure that 
prohibited the propagation of GMOS (genetically 
modifi ed organisms) in Humboldt County. Colin 
helped propel the GMO ban to a landslide, historic 
victory, as Humboldt became one of the fi rst local 
governments to ban GMO crops.

Today, Colin’s activism is informed by his belief 
in “engaged Buddhism,” which Colin distills as: Try 
to do the right thing and make a positive impact, but 
don’t be attached to the outcome of your actions. 
As a full-time activist, Colin wears many hats. 
Colin is the President of the North Coast Co-op’s 
Board of Directors. He is the campaign coordinator 
for the Coalition for Responsible Transportation 
Priorities. (Read more about the Coalition’s work on 
redesigning the Arcata Plaza in the Dec 2017/Jan 2018 

Kin to the Earth:  Colin Fiske

Colin Fiske at Clam Beach. Photo courtesy of Colin Fiske. 

EcoNews.) He works as a researcher for 
the Siskiyou Land Conservancy. He is on 
the steering committee for the Humboldt 
Permaculture Guild and is involved with 
the recently-formed climate action group 
350 Humboldt. 

Colin is good at what he does. He 
specializes in the minutia—the reports 
and commissions that no one seemingly 
pays attention to (save Colin)—that make 
up so much of our local government. 
He is a meticulous and careful thinker, 
teasing apart arguments to fi nd their well-
hidden fl aws.  

When asked for advice for up-and-
coming activists, Colin said that he always 
thinks about a lesson from his boss from 
his labor organizing days: “In strategic 
planning, the fi rst thing you have to 
answer is what you will do if they say no.” 

Colin says that he’d like to spend more 
time in his garden, though if you mention 
that you need help or that you could use 
his brain, it is easy to drag him away. (� is 
author feels guilty for doing exactly that). 
His natural inclination is to help, after all. 
Once he is in, Colin gives it his all. � e 
North Coast is lucky to have Colin as a Kin 
to the Earth. 

Don’t just get frustrated or angry with 
what is going on in Washington. 

Join the NEC’s Action Group!  
Joining is easy! Just send an email to 

Dan.Sealy@yournec.org 
to have your name and email added to the 

action list members. 
We have hosted Teach-Ins and attended Town 

Halls. Join us for letter-writing events, 
meetings, rallies and teach-ins and learn how 

you can help save the planet.   
Watch our website and EcoNews for updates. 

Don’t be frustrated and angry—
be e� ective! 

www.yournec.org 

Make Sure Your Voice is 
Heard and Effective

Adopt-A-Beach        
Appreciation Party 

Saturday, March 10
10am-12pm

South Clam Beach
Join the NEC at as we celebrate our 
volunteers, with a beach cleanup and 
snacks! Come out and learn about 
our Adopt-A-Beach and maybe you’ll 
walk away with an adopted beach!
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Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
These are our famous, rain-or- shine docent-led fi eld trips at 
the Marsh. Bring your binocular(s) and have a great morning 
birding! Meet in the parking lot at the end of South I Street 
(Klopp Lake) in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips end around 11 
a.m. Walks led by: Larry Karsteadt (Feb 3); Rob Fowler 
(Feb 10); Carol Wilson (Feb 17); Moe Morrissette (Feb 24).

For some of our more far-reaching trips, we would like 
to suggest donating gas money to drivers on fi eld trips. 
A good rule of thumb is $5 per ½ hour drive time to fi eld 
trip destination.

Saturday, February 10: Willow Creek Bird Walk. Meet 
at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting at 9 
a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our destination; 
carpooling available. Walks generally run 2-3 hours. All 
ages, abilities and interest levels welcome!  For more 
information, please contact Melissa Dougherty at 530-859-
1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@gmail.com.

Sunday, February 11: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge.  This is a wonderful, 2- to 3-hour trip for people 
wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt Bay area. It 
takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on enjoying the birds! 
Beginners are more than welcome. Meet at the Refuge 
Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Call Jude Power (707-822- 3613) 
for more information.

Saturday, February 17: Southern Humboldt Com-
munity Park in Garberville. All ages and experience 
levels are encouraged to participate on this easy, 2- to 
3-hour walk. Binoculars are not provided (but often 
shared!). Water and a hat with a brim are recommend-
ed. We will park for our walk at the main entrance 
(near the playground) on Sprowl Creek Road at 9 
a.m. If you arrive late, we will be heading west past the 
farmhouse, after possibly checking out the river fi rst. 
No dogs, please. Outhouses on the trail. For information 
call Ann at 923-7227. Heavy rain cancels.

Sunday, February 18: Eureka Waterfront. Meet at 9 
a.m. by the fi shing pier at the foot of W. Del Norte St., 
where we will scope for birds until everyone assembles. 
We will then drive to the base of the Hikshari’ Trail at 
Truesdale Street and bird along the trail through the Elk 
River Wildlife Sanctuary. Leader: Ralph Bucher (707-
499-1247; thebook@reninet.com).
Sunday, February 25: College of the Redwoods. 
The College campus offers a variety of habitats: shrub 
hedges, fi elds, forests, marsh, and pond. We are likely 
to see and hear songbirds, soaring hawks, and wetlands-
loving birds. Meet at 9 a.m. at the fl agpole in front of 
Administration (take the south entrance). Parking is free 
on weekends! Led by Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Programs start at 7:30 p.m. at Six Rivers Masonic Lodge,
251 Bayside Road, Arcata.

Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and come fragrance-free.

Saturday, March 3:  Mill Creek Acquisition (Del 
Norte Coast Redwoods State Park).  Explore this huge 
area of second-growth forest with leader, Ken Burton 
(shrikethree@gmail.com, 707-499-1146).  We’ll be 
looking and listening for the fi rst signs of breeding from 
our resident and early migrant birds.  Be prepared for up to 
several miles of walking, perhaps on muddy trails.  Meet 
at the end of Hamilton Road (41.732696, -124.099558) 
at 9:15 a.m.

Saturday, March 10: Willow Creek Bird Walks. See 
February 10. 

Sunday, March 11: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. See February 11.

Sunday, March 18: Eureka Waterfront. See February 
18.

Saturday, March 24: Southern Humboldt Community 
Park in Garberville. See February 17. This month’s walk 
will be led by Dave Fix.

Sunday, March 25: College of the Redwoods. See 
February 25.

MARCH PROGRAM: FRIDAY, MAR 9

“El Jefe” (The Boss) is one of only seven 
jaguars known to have visited the U.S. in 
the last 22 years. Jaguars are a top predator, 
the largest native cat in the Americas, and 
most closely related to tigers, African lions, 
and leopards. Once, they ranged far north 
of the Mexican border, but hunting and 
habitat loss have all but eliminated them 
from the U.S. Dr. Aletris Neils, founder 
and Executive Director of Conservation 
CATalyst and a lecturer at HSU, will talk 
about the biology and behavior of this 
spectacular species. She will highlight 
discoveries her organization has learned 
from studying El Jefe, and about the 
research and advocacy they are doing to 
protect these majestic predators. Jaguar, the largest American wild cat 

[Conservation CATalyst]

CONSERVATION OF NORTH AMERICAN JAGUARS

ANNUAL BANQUET: SATURDAY, FEB 17
Howland, Baker, and Jarvis Islands:

OUR MOST REMOTE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES

Place: Arcata D Street Neighborhood Center, 13th and D Sts. Time: Social 
hour begins at 5:30 p.m. and dinner at 6:30 p.m.

Meat and veggie options will be o� ered by Bre�  Shuler Fine Catering. 

Tickets are priced on a sliding scale from $40 to $60. To reserve, send a check made 
out to RRAS to P.O. Box 1054, Eureka, CA 95502, email gary@jacobycreek.net with 

Banquet in the subject line, or call 707-496-6581. 
� e last day to make reservations is February 15.

These refuges, which Doug managed in 
the 1980’s, lie within 100 miles of the 
equator in the Central Pacifi c Ocean, 
and are separated by over 1100 miles of 
uninterrupted ocean. Throughout the past 
150 years, a couple of million seabirds 
have managed to nest there despite 
many man-made hazards such as rats, 
cats, invasive plants, and contaminants.  
The islands also have endured a colorful 
history including being subjected to 
guano wars, playing a strategic role in 
WWII, and being the target of biological 
and chemical warfare testing in the 
1960’s.  Doug will talk about the natural 
history of the terrestrial wildlife, as well 
as the colorful marine life of the refuges. 

After receiving a Master's degree from 
HSU, Doug Forsell worked for the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service from 1976 
to 2012, reducing threats to sea birds 
from invasive plants and predators, sand 
mining, oil spills, habitat degradation, 
entanglement in fi shing gear, and wind 
power development through knowledge 
gained from shipboard and aerial surveys.
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Thinking of Joining the 
National Audubon Society?

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in your 
membership on this form, rather than replying to solicita-
tions from National Audubon, $20 is sent directly to RRAS. 
This is how NAS rewards local chapters for recruiting
national members. (Otherwise, the RRAS dues share per 
new member is only a couple of dollars.) Thank you.

Chapter Membership Application
Yes, I’d like to join.
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed. (Introductory offer)
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________________________________
STATE_________ZIP_________________________________
email _____________________________________________
Local Chapter Code:  C24   
Please make checks to the National Audubon Society.

Send this application and your check to:
 National Audubon Society
 P.O. Box 422250
 Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

           ----------LOCAL CHAPTER----------      
REdWOOD REGION AUDUBON SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1054, EUREKA, CA 95502

By Hal Genger

President’s Column

Dear Redwood Region Audubon Society:

When writing about the history of the Centerville Christmas 
Bird Count, you should note that the concept was brought 
to the Ferndale area, many years ago from Boston, by two 
brothers – Bill Crane, the band instructor for the Ferndale 
Schools, and Dr. Clarence “Tige” Crane, one of the two 
physicians for Ferndale and my family’s doctor – back in 
the days when house calls were still made.
 It was originally the Crane family year-end 
birding adventure and for many years pursued by those 
two families, until others joined in and it became what it is 
today. It started in Ferndale and for a long time, the days’ 
end compilation was held there.
 As a side note, my history/natural history boat 
tours of the Eel River estuary came about in the mid-
seventies, after I took Dr. Crane and family out to see the 
several Snowy Owls there that year.

 Afterwards, he recruited me for the Christmas 
Bird Count, which I have done every year since, barring a 
couple of fl ood years, and since then, have offered the boat 
tours to the general public.
 Because interest in outdoor activities has waned 
considerably since I started doing this, I am retiring Camp 
Weott Guide Service in January.
  Frank M. Chapman may have started the 
Christmas Bird Count, more than a hundred years ago, but 
we have the Crane family to thank for bringing the idea 
to Humboldt County, before the ‘50s, when I fi rst knew 
them.

Goodbye and Thanks for all the Fish,

Bruce Slocum
Ferndale

This is my fi rst column as president of the Redwood 
Region Audubon Society. I’m grateful for this chance to 
actively support the RRAS mission. Volunteerism allows 
me to contribute to my community in a way I believe 
in. RRAS is a valuable, local organization that works to 
promote wise use and preservation of our natural systems, 
which is important to me. As Audubon Society members, 
we use our combined efforts and funds to shape our 
community and our world. We have a stronger voice when 
we work together.
 The Annual Banquet is our biggest fund-raiser. 
Please consider contributing either money or your time to 
make it successful. You can contact our treasurer, Gary 
Friedrichsen (822-6543), to donate funds or items for 
auction at the banquet. Donated items may range from 
works of art to books to handmade crafts to services. If 

you have a relationship with a local business, perhaps 
you could ask for a gift certifi cate. Donated items may 
be dropped off at the Arcata Marsh Visitor Center.  We 
will need help preparing and breaking down the banquet. 
Contact our volunteer coordinator, Susan Penn (672-
3346), to spend an hour or two on Saturday, February 17, 
before or after the banquet.
 The banquet is a time for our membership to come 
together and become reacquainted, and it’s an opportunity 
to express ongoing commitment to our mission. As 
fortunate residents of the North Coast, we appreciate the 
value of our natural systems to produce food, fi lter our 
air and water, and gladden our hearts. Come and share 
your love of environmental conservation with other like-
minded citizens at the banquet. See you there! 

You are invited to Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge for 
“Sunrise at the Refuge, a.k.a. Aleutian Cackling Goose Fly-Off 
& Family Fun Weekend”, on Saturday and Sunday, March 3 and 
4, rain or shine.  Meet at the Richard J. Guadagno Headquarters 
and Visitor Center, 1020 Ranch Road in Loleta. The gate will 
open at 6:15 a.m.
 View the habitats of southern Humboldt Bay at 
sunrise. Watch thousands of Aleutian cackling geese fl y off their 
night-time roosts. The fl y-off usually occurs within 15 minutes 
before or after sunrise. Sunrise is predicted at 6:47 a.m.

 Family-fun activities at the Visitor Center include 
bird-silhouette painting, bird-house building, and other 
arts and crafts from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Bring a mug for 
coffee, tea, or cocoa.
 This is a popular event. We encourage everyone 
to please carpool to ease parking congestion on the 
refuge.  For more information or special accommodation 
please call (707) 733-5406 or visit www.fws.gov/refuge/
humboldtbay/.

by Alexa DeJoannis

Letter to the Editor

Sunrise at the Refuge
by Denise Seeger

Have you ever stood below or behind a bird, trying to 
identify it, but the bird won’t cooperate? For example, 
I snapped these birds at the Arcata Marsh at the end of 
January. Send in your awkward-angle photos of bird butts 

and tummies for a quiz on 
bird ID to adejoannis@
hotmail.com! Don’t 
forget to include your name, 
the location and date, and 
the name of the bird (or 
another photo that helps 
identify the bird).

bird ID to 
hotmail.com
forget to include your name, 
the location and date, and 
the name of the bird (or 
another photo that helps 
identify the bird).

Have you ever stood below or behind a bird, trying to 
identify it, but the bird won’t cooperate? For example, 
I snapped these birds at the Arcata Marsh at the end of 
January. Send in your awkward-angle photos of bird butts 

We Want Your Photos of Bird Tummies



RRAS to Sponsor
14th Annual

Science Fair Award

by Alexa DeJoannis

Snowy Plover by Eleanor Abell, 
Grade 1, Arcata Elementary 

RRAS will give an award to the best project related to 
birds or their habitat at the annual Humboldt County 
Science Fair in mid-March. The winner will be announced 
in the June/July Children’s Issue of The Sandpiper.

For the 15th year, RRAS and Friends of the Arcata 
Marsh are co-sponsoring a student bird art contest in 
conjunction with the 23rd Godwit Days Spring Migration 
Bird Festival. At least $550 in prizes will be awarded to 
Humboldt County students from kindergarten through 
high school who submit drawings of one of 40 suggested 
species or another common local bird. Prize(s) also will 
be awarded for the best rendition of a bird in its natural 
habitat.
 Entries will be judged by local wildlife artists 
and educators. Awards will be presented at Godwit 
Days on Saturday, April 21 at 10 a.m. All entries will be 
displayed at the Arcata Community Center during the 
Festival and copies of winning artwork will be shown 
at the Arcata Marsh Interpretive Center during May and 
June. A downloadable booklet of winning artwork and 
photos from the awards ceremony will be posted at www.
rras.org by mid-May.
 A fl yer with complete rules and a list of 
suggested birds is posted on the RRAS website (link can 
be found in right column on home page) or can be picked 
up at the Arcata Marsh Interpretive Center, 569 South G 
Street, Arcata. Flyers have been mailed to all schools in 
Humboldt County.

March 23 Deadline 
for Nature Writing 

Contest Entries
RRAS is sponsoring its 13th Annual Children’s Nature 
Writing Contest. Up to six cash prizes will be awarded for 
the best essay(s) or poem(s) on “What Nature Means to 
Me” by Humboldt or Del Norte County students in grades 
4 through 12. Winners will be published in the Sandpiper
and on the RRAS website (www.rras.org), with awards 
presented at the 23rd Annual Godwit Days Spring Migra-
tion Bird Festival in Arcata on Saturday, April 21 at 10 a.m.
 Entries should be no more than 450 words in 
length; we will accept one entry per person. Topics suitable 
for exploration include, but are not limited to: bird feed-
ing, duck hunting, animal rescue, and observations of the 
natural world. A fl yer with complete rules is posted on the 
RRAS website (link can be found in right column on home 
page). Entries must include student, teacher, and school 
names, grade, address, and phone number and/or e-mail. 
Deadline for receipt is Friday, March 23, 2018.
 Send submissions to tomleskiw@gmail.com with 
“Nature Writing Contest” in the subject line. Submissions 
can be attached Word documents or text within the body 
of the e-mail (no Google docs);  or mail a printout to Tom 
Leskiw, 155 Kara Lane, McKinleyville CA 95519.

March 23 Deadline for Student
Bird Art Contest Entries

Common Yellowthroat by Catarina Frietas,
Grade 3-4, Mattole Valley Charter 

Cedar Waxwing by October Mintey,
Grade 3-4, Freshwater

Western Meadowlark by Saanvi Virnave,
Grade 4, Fuente Nueva Charter 

 Artwork may be dropped off at the Arcata Marsh 
Interpretive Center or mailed to Sue Leskiw, 155 Kara 
Lane, McKinleyville CA 95519. Entries must be received 
by Friday, March 23 to be considered. Questions should 
be e-mailed to sueleskiw1@gmail.com.

One of the 2017 RRAS Science Fair Awardees, 
Owen Petersen

Anna’s Hummingbird in Henderson area of Eureka, 
11/28/17; submitted by a reader

Townsend’s Warbler in cascara,
Fortuna, 10/20/17; by Lina Carro



North America’s Darwin’s Finches
by Alexa DeJoannis

Vermilion Flycatcher, 12/31/2017,
Eel River Delta, Humboldt, © Gary Bloomfield

Same location as last Humboldt record 4 years ago!
Rock Sandpiper, 12/10/2017 

North Jetty, Humboldt Bay, Tony Kurz

White-winged Crossbill, 12/23/2017,
Redwood NP--Coastal Dr, Del Norte County,

© Lucas Brug

Mountain Bluebird, Wintering on Bear River Ridge, 
Humboldt,  © Ken Burton

(Vega) Herring Gull,  01/13-23/2017, 
Arcata, Humboldt, © Rob Fowler

Unusual occurance of this Siberian subspecies!

Share Your Recent
Rarity Photos!

Rarities are exciting! Here are some special 
sightings from this fall in Humboldt County (images 
from eBird checklists). Send in your rarity photos 
to adejoannis@hotmail.com with date and location 
information.

In the cool, northern coniferous forests of North America 
and Eurasia roam bands of a unique type of finch: 
crossbills. The tips of their bills are slightly twisted 
and overlapped; crossbills look snaggle-toothed. These 
special finches are evolved to feed on the seeds of cone-
bearing trees. Because we are lucky enough to live in 
one southerly extension of coniferous forest, we are also 
blessed with crossbills.
 Finches live off of all sorts of seeds. House 
finches eat mainly grass and weed seeds; goldfinches 
relish late-summer thistle seeds. Conifer seeds are located 
near the “cob” of the cone, at the bases of woody scales, 
and crossbills need their special bills to extract them.  
 We welcome many species back to their breeding 
habitats in the spring, and watch for passing migrants 

who pause locally in the spring and fall. Crossbills are 
more of a challenge to find, because they are following 
seed abundance that varies over years. Conifers produce 
heavy crops in response to a combination of climatic and 
soil conditions, offering unpredictable food resources. 
Rather than following seasonal prescribed movements 
over the landscape, as we see in groups like swallows and 
phalaropes, crossbills are nomadic.
 My field guide shows two crossbill species: 
red and white-winged, but ongoing research shows that 
crossbills are more genetically divided than this. There 
are ten documented types of red crossbills, and perhaps 
three types of white-winged crossbills. Some people call 
these types species in their own right, since they flock and 
breed with their own type. There are differences in their 

body measurements, bill shapes, and calls, recalling the 
well documented discoveries of evolutionary dynamism 
in the finches of the Galapagos Islands (see David Lack’s 
Darwin’s Finches or Jonathan Weiner’s The Beak of 
the Finch). These researchers showed us that the pace 
of evolutionary change, in contrast to Darwin’s idea as 
a slow process (millions of years), may be very quick 
(thousands of years). How exciting to be able to watch 
speciation! In fact, one of the ten red crossbill types was 
designated as a new species this summer: the Cassia 
crossbill of Idaho’s South Hills region.
 For local birder Ken Irwin, crossbills became 
an obsession as he investigated an invasion in Humboldt 
County from 2001-2010 of a new group of red crossbills 
he documented as Type 10. He measured captured birds 
and made hundreds of flight-call recordings, noting a 
specialization on Sitka spruce seeds.
 But finding crossbills is not as easy as combing 
through spruce trees; you’ll also need some luck. This 
winter has been luckier than others, with a sprinkling of 
local red crossbill sightings, and even a few white-winged 
crossbills! Ken conducted a lot of his work at Patrick’s 
Point and Big Lagoon. Crossbills are known to prefer 
spruce, pine, Douglas-fir, larch, and hemlock seeds, but not 
redwood. Like other finches, they live in social groups and 
vocalize to keep in contact. To learn more about the calls 
that differentiate red crossbills, you can listen to Ken’s 
recordings at http://www.westernfieldornithologists.org/
kirwin/ or explore recordings posted at www.xeno-canto.
org.

Prairie Falcon, 01/15/2018 
Arcata Bottoms, Humboldt, © Greg Chapman, 

“American Crofsbill” (Red Crossbill)
detail from J.J. Audubon’s Birds of America



EcoNews   Feb/Mar 2018 www.yournec.org 12

Caption here. 

volunteers working to protect clean water and the 
ecological integrity of the Mad River watershed for 
the benefi t of its human and natural communities. 

Michelle Fuller, the outgoing president of MRA’s 
Board of Directors, said “Humboldt Steelhead Days 
has become one of Mad River Alliance’s most fun 
and well-known events. We are thrilled to see so 

many people connecting with this important 
seasonal phenomenon, and coming out 

to support our watershed!”
MRA director Dave Feral 

founded HSD four years ago. 
� e event’s original mission 
was to celebrate the return 
of the winter steelhead 
to the Mad River. HSD 
has evolved over the last 
four years to also build 
community awareness and 
fund continued restoration 
and recovery activities 

on North Coast rivers 
and streams.

“� e Mad River 
watershed supports at least 

37 fi sh species utilizing the river 
for some part of their life history. 

For salmon and steelhead, the annual return 
and spawning is an integral part of Humboldt’s 
cultural identity and way of life. Each year, wild 
fi sh return to their native streams, spawn and 
continue the cycle of life. Seeing these amazing 
creatures return from their miles-long journey 
will appeal to anyone who loves the natural world,” 
states Feral. 

Anglers can fi sh on the Mad and Trinity rivers 
through February 17 with the requirement that 
they send in a photo of their hatchery fi sh catch 
to event organizers at humboldtsteelheaddays@
gmail.com, or post them on social media (HSD 
Facebook or Instagram pages) using the hashtags 
#humboldtsteelheaddays or #HSD.

Mitra Abidi
Humboldt Steelhead Days is more than just a 

fi shing contest—it’s a winter celebration of all things 
steelhead. � e ever-evolving event is in its fi fth year 
and continues to host an array of watershed-related 
activities throughout Humboldt County. � e goal 
of Humboldt Steelhead Days (HSD) is to inspire 
community awareness, and promote 
river restoration and the recovery of 
Humboldt’s iconic wild winter 
steelhead populations.

HSD looks to build on 
its popularity with both 
local and out-of-area 
anglers. During January 
and February, there are 
more steelhead in our 
North Coast rivers than 
anywhere else in California.

“Fishing winter  
Steelhead on the North 
Coast is exciting and 
exhilarating no matter what 
Mother Nature throws at you. 
Steelhead are beautiful, hard 
hitting fi sh. Get out there and hit 
it,” said HSD fi sherman Tim Call.

� is year, Humboldt Steelhead Days runs 
from Saturday, January 13 to Saturday, February 17. 
Licensed anglers can participate in the contest by 
registering online at www.humboldtsteelheaddays.
com. Once registered, anglers will be eligible to win 
several prize packages. Anglers who catch the three 
biggest hatchery steelhead on either the Mad or 
Trinity rivers will be notifi ed prior to the Steelhead 
Awards Ceremony on Saturday, February 17, at the 
Mad River Brewing Company Tap Room. 

In addition to showcasing angling opportunities 
on some of Humboldt’s most pristine steelhead 
rivers, HSD is a major fundraising event for the non-
profi t group Mad River Alliance (MRA) and their 
programs. MRA is a community-driven group of 

Fifth Annual Steelhead Days Promotes 
Winter Angling, Restoration 

many people connecting with this important 
seasonal phenomenon, and coming out 

to support our watershed!”

watershed supports at least 
37 fi sh species utilizing the river 

for some part of their life history. 

community awareness, and promote 
river restoration and the recovery of 
Humboldt’s iconic wild winter 

Mother Nature throws at you. 
Steelhead are beautiful, hard 
hitting fi sh. Get out there and hit 
it,” said HSD fi sherman Tim Call.

Tom Stokely
Former TAMWG Chairman

In November 2017, President Trump’s Interior 
Department disbanded the federal advisory committee 
for the Trinity River Restoration Program (TRRP)—a 
$15 million/year fi shery restoration program in 
northwestern California. � e Trinity Adaptive 
Management Working Group (TAMWG) had been 
established in 2000 as public watchdogs for the TRRP. 

� e disbanding of the TAMWG surprised its 
members, TRRP staff , partners and local politicians. 
� e offi  cial explanation from Interior Department was 
that the TAMWG did not submit a justifi cation for its 
existence. However, paperwork had been submitted 
months prior to the TAMWG’s termination.  

� e Bureau of Reclamation (BuRec), at the 
direction of former Westlands Water District lobbyist 
and Deputy Interior Secretary David Bernhardt, 
issued a federal register notice in late December as a 
Notice of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) “…to evaluate alternatives that 
maximize water deliveries and optimize marketable 
power generation…” to the powerful Westlands Water 
District and other Central Valley Project contractors—
at the expense of the environment, including the 
Trinity River. It seems clear that the TAMWG was 
disbanded to elimate oversight and silence dissention.  

Low water fl ows in the Trinity following the 
development of the Lewiston and Trinity dams 
(completed in the early 60s) resulted in the decimation 
of its world-class salmon and steelhead fi sheries. It has 
taken decades of studies and litigation for the Trinity 
River to reclaim half of its natural fl ow at Lewiston, 
but the higher fl ows and fi sheries are still at risk.

Humboldt County’s 1959 50,000 acre-foot water 
contract for Trinity River water is also at risk. � e 
use of Humboldt County’s 50,000 acre-foot contract 
was approved by BuRec in an April 2017 Record of 
Decision to prevent a repeat of the 2002 fi sh kill in the 
Lower Klamath River during late summer months.  

� e fi ring of the TAMWG was just the fi rst step 
in an eff ort to roll back decades of eff ort to restore the 
Trinity River’s fi sheries to subsidize thirsty water districts 
elsewhere. A protest was held in Sacramento in January 
by Klamath-Trinity advocates, tribal and fi shing groups. 
� e fi ght against the BuRec proposal will continue.   

Information on the EIS process can be obtained 
by contacting BuRec employee Katrina Harrison at 
916-414-2425 or kharrison@usbr.gov.

Trump 
Administration 
to Trinity River 

Stakeholders: 
You’re Fired!
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September resulted in 
another successful North 
Country Fair, which is a local 
annual tradition for which ZWH 
continues to provide assistance 
and supplies in the hopes that it 
will one day become a fully Zero 
Waste Event. 

We also worked with the City 
of Arcata to offi  cially proclaim 
November 15 Zero Waste Day. 
� is year, the proclamation was 
utilized by several local groups to 
table and spread the Zero Waste 
message. We are looking forward 
to continuing this tradition 
in 2018!

� e water bottle refi ll station 
project is well on its way! In 2018, 
we plan to install three to six 
diff erent water bottle refi lling stations throughout 
Humboldt County. � ese facilities will allow for 
community members to utilize clean water refi lls as 
opposed to purchasing single-use water bottles. Stay 
tuned for future locations of hydration stations as 
the program continues to grow.

And, of course, ZWH continues to present 
at local schools, governance meetings, and civic 

Zero Waste Humboldt 
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org

Anne Maher
New changes have arrived for Zero Waste 

Humboldt (ZWH), the latest in a year of transitions 
and successes. For 2018, the organization welcomes 
an all-new board and two new contractors, Anne 
Maher with Engagement and Kristian Salgado with 
facilitating the Refi ll not Landfi ll hydration station 
program. � is new group is looking forward to an 
exciting future working with Humboldt County on 
waste-related issues, and looks back with thanks 
on the large strides taken by our previous Board, 
independent contractor, and volunteer group. Here’s 
a quick look at our accomplishments from 2017:

California successfully banned the bag! � is 
monumental task marks a huge step in the march  
toward a plastic-free planet. ZWH is grateful to 
have been a part of this win, as we campaigned and 
hopefully educated many of our local stakeholders 
on the importance of this piece of legislation. 

In April, Arcata’s fi rst-ever Zero Waste Action 
Plan was released, the result of months of work from 
a collaborative eff ort between the City of Arcata and 
Zero Waste Humboldt. � e 10-year plan provides 
implementation goals to move us towards Zero 
Waste and marks a trailblazing step by the City of 
Arcata as the fi rst city in our area to do so!

New Beginnings for Zero Waste Humboldt

Volunteers at the Zero Waste Humboldt booth. Photo courtesy of Zero 
Waste Humboldt. 

groups, and work with local businesses on waste 
management principles. 

ZWH would like to thank 2017’s granting entities 
for making all of this possible. � ey include: Coast 
Central Credit Union, the Strong Foundation, and the 
Rotary Club of Mad River, who all made extremely 
generous donations to move these projects forward. 

Once again, the new group at ZWH could not be 
more excited to begin their endeavor and work with 
Humboldt County towards a Zero Waste future. If 
you would like to join our email list, donate, or have 
us present at your school or organization, email us at 
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org. 

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs

• Organic teas 

• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.

~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical 

organic integrity
from our back door...

to your basket
The North Coast Co-op is the only 

Certified Organic Retailer on the North 
Coast! Our knowledgeable employees 
handle all certified organic products in 

accordance with federal regulations from 
the delivery truck to your basket.  

www.northcoast.coop

811 I St. in  Arcata • (707) 822-5947
25 4th St. in Eureka • (707) 443-6027 

� e move allows a senior Interior Department 
adviser named Steve Howke to review grants—
including those for universities, land acquisition 
purposes, and non-profi ts that can engage in 
advocacy. � ough little is known about Howke, 
he is from Zinke’s home state of Montana and his 
experience is limited to credit unions. He will assure 
money is distributed to those aligned with Trump’s 
pro-energy base.

Howke’s memo threatens retaliation if agencies 
do not comply with the review process. “Instances 
circumventing the secretarial priorities or the review 
process will cause greater scrutiny and will result in 
slowing down the approval process for all awards,” 
the memo stated, in boldface. “I’m immediately 
skeptical given the administration’s track record,” 
Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ) said in a statement. 
“� is grant approval process looks like a backdoor 
way to stop funds going to legitimate scientifi c and 
environmental projects.” 
What you can do: 

Write to Reps. Grijalva and Huff man and thank 
them for exposing the political agenda of Sec. Zinke 
and his henchman Steve Howke in the Department 
of the Interior. Encourage them to continue to make 
the actions of this administration transparent.

Endangered Species
Some good news and some bad news. � e U.S. 

Supreme Court declined an appeal by the anti-
environment giant Pacifi c Legal Foundation and 
property owners in Utah who wanted to rip up 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2012 decision to 
prohibit the “take” or killing of Utah prairie dogs 
without a permit.  � at court decision left the permit 
requirement in place, which slows but does not stop 
proposed habitat destruction. Last week, Solicitor 
General Noel Francisco informed the court that he is 
planning to work with Utah and county governments 
to “develop greater regulatory and management 
fl exibility” for property owners aff ected by the 
ban. � ree Utah counties are applying for “master 
incidental take permits” that would authorize 
property owners to undertake projects that may 
harm the species.

� e bad news is a push for quick legislation to 
dampen the eff ectiveness of most environmental 
laws, especially the Endangered Species Act. � is 
is done with bills such as the afore-mentioned  SEA 
Act, introduced in the House but then attached to 
“must pass” legislation such as military spending 
and other budgets... 

• Write to the Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management (BOEM) and tell 
them you do not want to see an oil spill 

killing our fi sh, fouling our shores and disrupting 
our economy like the BP Oil spill that swept the 
Gulf of Mexico.

National Monuments Continued
As goes Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-

Escalante National Monuments in Utah, so go more 
National Monuments—including the Cascade-
Siskiyou, which straddles the Oregon/California 
border. Conservationists are trying to stop the gutting 
of national monuments like Bears Ears and Grand 
Staircase-Escalante. In April 2017, President Trump 
ordered Sec. Zinke to review over two dozen national 
monuments and protected marine areas.

Natural Resource Chair Rob Bishop (R-UT) has 
set mid-February to pass  H.R. 4532  (authored by 
Rep. Curtis (R-UT)) and H. R. 4558 (authored by 
Rep. Stewart (R-UT)) to drastically reduce the size of 
both protected areas. � e plan is to get a full House 
vote and Senate passage of the bills as a retirement 
gift to Sen. Orin Hatch (R-UT). 

� is administration has its eyes set on opening up 
as much protected public land as possible to mining 
and mineral extraction. � e intent is to eliminate 
the current National Monument boundaries in favor 
of signifi cantly smaller parcels that would then be 
administered by a locally controlled council—without 
the statutory authority or guidance of the National 
Park Service. � e Northcoast Environmental Center 
will be watching this legislation, as it is a precursor 
to additional attacks on our national monuments, 
including Cascade-Siskiyou.
What you can do: 

Write to Congressman Huff man and thank him 
for his support in stopping these attacks on our 
National Monuments. Tell him you oppose all acreage 
and protection reductions of national monuments 
especially our nearby Cascades-Siskiyou. Watch for 
future local actions such as rallies and alerts. Sign up 
for alerts at www.yournec.org.

Putting the Screws to Research—
Again

On December 28, 2017, the Interior Department 
announced it will now funnel grants of $50,000 
and greater through a political screening process 
intended to ensure that federal dollars “better align” 
with the administration’s “priorities,” according to a 
newly revealed memo. 

Environmental protections and laws that 
conservationists fought for decades to establish are 
under attack from President Trump’s administration 
in his fi rst year in offi  ce, with the help of Congress. 
� ose laws and programs were established to 
stop real harm to our earth and to public health. 
Environmentalists need to be vigilant and active 
to stand up against short-sighted deregulation and 
defunding of agencies responsible for enforcing 
environmental laws. � e political revenge shown by 
this administration and Congress against progressive 
states with strong conservation laws is evident. 

Offshore Oil Drilling
Our marine environment is facing a double-

whammy of new off shore oil and gas exploration.
In December, the House Natural Resources 

Committee passed the SEA Act, H.R. 3133, which 
would open a huge hole for companies conducting 
seismic testing off  the US coast, including California, 
excluding them from many marine mammal 
protections. � e bill also establishes unrealistically 
short review times for agencies processing seismic 
test permits. Conservation organizations exposed 
that the SEA Act would also prevent mitigation if 
mammals are injured or killed.

� e SEA Act is a precursor to the attack by off shore oil 
drilling recently announced by Interior Secretary Zinke. 

Sec. Zinke seems to have exempted Florida from 
drilling at the request of the governor, leaving other 
coastal states wondering why Florida was exempted 
but not others that also rely heavily on coastal tourism. 
What you can do: 
• Post your comments on the plan and learn more here: 

www.boem.gov/National-Program-Comment
/#submitcomments. � e deadline for commenting 
on the Off shore Oil Drilling Plan is March 9.

• Write to your congressional delegation and 
tell them to oppose seismic permits to explore 
potential leasing of off shore oil and gas. Tell them 
to use the Congressional Review Act if necessary 
to reign in Secretary of the Interior Zinke. 

• Write to Sec. Zinke and tell him hundreds of 
thousands of Americans oppose off shore drilling 
on the west coast. (Contact information on page 6.)

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 

Continued on page 20

Eyeon
Washington

Contact information for offi  cials mentioned on this page can be found on page 6 in 
this EcoNews issue. More contact info can be found online at www.yournec.org.
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Country Fair, which is a local 
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and supplies in the hopes that it 
will one day become a fully Zero 
Waste Event. 

We also worked with the City 
of Arcata to offi  cially proclaim 
November 15 Zero Waste Day. 
� is year, the proclamation was 
utilized by several local groups to 
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� e water bottle refi ll station 
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opposed to purchasing single-use water bottles. Stay 
tuned for future locations of hydration stations as 
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Humboldt (ZWH), the latest in a year of transitions 
and successes. For 2018, the organization welcomes 
an all-new board and two new contractors, Anne 
Maher with Engagement and Kristian Salgado with 
facilitating the Refi ll not Landfi ll hydration station 
program. � is new group is looking forward to an 
exciting future working with Humboldt County on 
waste-related issues, and looks back with thanks 
on the large strides taken by our previous Board, 
independent contractor, and volunteer group. Here’s 
a quick look at our accomplishments from 2017:

California successfully banned the bag! � is 
monumental task marks a huge step in the march  
toward a plastic-free planet. ZWH is grateful to 
have been a part of this win, as we campaigned and 
hopefully educated many of our local stakeholders 
on the importance of this piece of legislation. 

In April, Arcata’s fi rst-ever Zero Waste Action 
Plan was released, the result of months of work from 
a collaborative eff ort between the City of Arcata and 
Zero Waste Humboldt. � e 10-year plan provides 
implementation goals to move us towards Zero 
Waste and marks a trailblazing step by the City of 
Arcata as the fi rst city in our area to do so!

New Beginnings for Zero Waste Humboldt

Volunteers at the Zero Waste Humboldt booth. Photo courtesy of Zero 
Waste Humboldt. 

groups, and work with local businesses on waste 
management principles. 

ZWH would like to thank 2017’s granting entities 
for making all of this possible. � ey include: Coast 
Central Credit Union, the Strong Foundation, and the 
Rotary Club of Mad River, who all made extremely 
generous donations to move these projects forward. 

Once again, the new group at ZWH could not be 
more excited to begin their endeavor and work with 
Humboldt County towards a Zero Waste future. If 
you would like to join our email list, donate, or have 
us present at your school or organization, email us at 
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org. 

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs

• Organic teas 

• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka

~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical 

organic integrityi i t
from our back door...

to your basketto your basket
The North Coast Co-op is the only 

Certified Organic Retailer on the North 
Coast! Our knowledgeable employees 
handle all certified organic products in 

accordance with federal regulations from 
the delivery truck to your basket.  

www.northcoast.coop

ffrr

811 I St. in  Arcata • (707) 822-5947
25 4th St. in Eureka • (707) 443-6027 
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Eureka-Based Mercer-Fraser Seeks Special 
Allowance for Floodplain Cannabis Lab

Jennifer Kalt, Director
On January 17, the Humboldt Bay Municipal 

Water District Board (HBMWD) voted 
unanimously to appeal the Humboldt County 
Planning Commission’s approval of a cannabis 
extraction and manufacturing facility just upstream 
from the intakes for the drinking water supply for 
88,000 Humboldt County residents. 
Drinking Water for 88,000 People at Risk

“Water quality is critical to this community. 
We have got to err on the side of protecting this 
water,” said Director Bruce Rupp, who represents 
constituents in Eureka and Cutten. � e HBMWD 
supplies water to the cities of Eureka, Arcata, and 
Blue Lake, as well as the Community Service Districts 
that supply drinking water to Cutten, McKinleyville, 
Manila, Samoa, Glendale, and Fieldbrook. 

� e District also voted unanimously to oppose 
the rezoning of the Mercer-Fraser property to “Heavy 
Industry,” since that change would allow a wide range 
of industrial manufacturing. � e county maintains 
that other industrial activities would require a 
Conditional Use Permit—cold comfort from an 
agency that rarely rejects development and too often 
fails to enforce its regulations and conditions of 
permit approval.

Tell the Board of Supervisors
Please reject this project and the rezoning to 
protect our drinking water, the Mad River, and 
salmon! 
Send an email to Board Secretary Kathy Hayes, 
khayes@co.humboldt.ca.us (she will forward your 
comments to all fi ve supervisors); or call and/or email 
supervisors directly:

Rex Bohn, District 1:  707-476-2391
rbohn@co.humboldt.ca.us

Estelle Fennell, District 2: 707-476-2392
efennell@co.humboldt.ca.us

Mike Wilson, District 3: 707-476-2393
mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us

Virginia Bass, District 4:  707-476-2394
vbass@co.humboldt.ca.us

Ryan Sundberg, District 5: 707-476-2395  
rsundberg@co.humboldt.ca.us

Thank the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 
for protecting our drinking water and the Mad River!
Stay informed! To be added to Baykeeper’s action 
alert list, email us at alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.
org and follow Baykeeper’s Facebook page!

The site of Mercer-Fraser’s proposed cannabis extraction facility is in the Mad River fl oodplain along 
Highway 299 between Blue Lake and McKinleyville. Base map from Humboldt County Web GIS 
(http://webgis.co.humboldt.ca.us).

� e decision ultimately rests with the Board of 
Supervisors, which will consider the appeal and the 
rezone on February 27 or soon thereafter.

Floodplains are for Flood Waters and Fish
Developing fl oodplains is poor planning for a 

variety of reasons. Paving fl oodplains constrains fl ood 
waters, leading to more severe fl ooding and erosion 
downstream. Reducing natural fl oodplains jeopardizes 
salmon, steelhead, and other protected species by 
restricting access to low-gradient spawning, resting, 
and rearing habitat. � e potential for accidental 
volatile chemical spills and other damage during 
fl oods is of great concern for the river and fi sh as well 
as our primary public drinking water supply. 

� e Mad River is considered critical habitat for 
coho salmon, which are threatened by development of 
fl oodplains and riparian areas that, when undeveloped, 
fi lter pollutants and slow down runoff . Floodplains 
provide migration corridors for juvenile and adult 
coho salmon. Because of their importance to coho 
and other salmonids, major eff orts are being made to 
restore fl oodplain habitats all over the North Coast 
in an eff ort to prevent the coho from going extinct. 

� e County General Plan adopted last October 
includes a policy of protecting fl oodplains from 
development for these very reasons. � e General 

Plan also notes 
that “areas not 
served by urban 
services are not 
suitable for a 
broader range of 
industrial uses.” 
The property 
does not have 
public water or 
sewer services, 
so the cannabis 
factory would 
rely on a well and 
a septic system in 
the fl oodplain. 

Furthermore, 
the county has 
a very sensible 
ordinance on the 
books, which 

prohibits “storage or processing of materials that are 
in time of fl ooding buoyant, fl ammable, explosive, or 
could be injurious to human, animal or plant life.” Yet 
the Planning Commission recommends changing 
the zoning from “Agriculture General” to “Heavy 
Industry” to allow cannabis extraction using volatile 
chemicals.

Heavy industry simply does not belong on 
fl oodplains, no matter how safe a developer promises 
to be. � e Supervisors should approve a change in 
zoning to allow the gravel processing to continue 
without allowing cannabis manufacturing and other 
heavy industry. Otherwise, we can be sure that 
fl oodplains on every river in the county will be at risk 
of industrial development.

Eureka-based Mercer-Fraser Co. is a paving 
contractor, gravel mine operator, and owner of the 
property in question. Mercer-Fraser Vice President 
Justin Zabel is also an offi  cer of McMp LLC, the 
developer of the proposed cannabis extraction facility.
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Kimberly Baker

� e Klamath National Forest (KNF) is 
proposing to eviscerate one of the most important 
wildlife corridors and backcountry areas in 
California. � e Siskiyou Crest, which straddles 
the California-Oregon border, provides east to 
west landscape connectivity and is targeted for 
massive clearcut post-fi re logging. � e highly 
controversial and inappropriately named Seiad-
Horse Risk Reduction Project is currently aimed 
at 2,000 contiguous acres of some of the most 
biologically diverse forests in the world.

As the Abney Fire moved over the border 
to California in September 2017, fi re crews lit 
backburns during high winds that blew up and 
sent the fl ames over fi relines on the Pacifi c Crest 
Trail and into Seiad and Horse Creeks, both 
tributaries to the Klamath River. � e fi re then grew and 
burned intensely through plantations that were created 
after the 1987 fi res, which in turn lit off  adjacent old 
growth forest stands. Now the KNF is working to make 
the same mistakes again, 30 years later.

Project units are just an eighth of a mile from 
the Pacifi c Crest Trail, in an area that provides vital 
wildlife habitat connectivity between the Condrey 
Mountain and Kangaroo Roadless Areas. � e entire 
project is also within Late Successional Reserves, 
which are designated to protect and restore old 

growth forest ecosystems. Scientists say that 
unlogged snag forests create a habitat that is more 
rare than old growth forest stands. Large dead trees 
are biological legacies and they are the “lifeboats” to 
species and soils after fi re. By removing vast swaths 
of this unique forest type, the forest service would 
be destroying complex late and early seral habitat 
while increasing future fi re severity, endangering 

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep cep c

Photo By Jon Parmentier

Older forest stand proposed for clearcutting near Copper Butte and Cook 
and Green Pass. Photo courtesy of Luke Ruediger.

A view of the 2017 Abney Fire along the Siskiyou Crest. Photo  courtesy 
of Luke Ruediger.

The entire ridge in the foreground is proposed for clearcutting in the 
Seiad-Horse Project. Photo courtesy of Luke Ruediger.

threatened species and landscape connectivity, 
and harming water quality and streams that are 
critical to the survival of wild salmon.

Forty-one miles of roadside hazard logging 
is also proposed, which consists of live and green 
trees. � is includes the poorly maintained Bee 
Camp Road, which is technically within the 
Kangaroo Roadless Area. � is road should not 
be subjected to logging and should be closed to 
all motorized use.

� is region has suff ered from extreme post-
fi re industrial logging in recent years. Together 
with the Westside and Horse Creek projects, 
the KNF continues to plan controversial timber 
sales that will set back ecosystem processes for 
decades, if not longer. As it stands, it is likely 
that the combined eff ects of logging on public 
and private lands will result in a mortality sink 

for northern spotted owls and move the entire 
Siskiyou Crest area toward a landscape trap where 
fi re regimes, water quality, ecological integrity, and 
biodiversity are greatly diminished.

� e scoping period has ended,  but the Seiad-Horse 
Risk Reduction Project Environmental Assessment 
will likely be released this spring, giving the public 
another opportunity to comment. Please sign up to 
receive EPIC’s E-news alerts at www.wildcalifornia.org 
to take action, get updates, and invitations to group 
hikes. Together we can protect the Siskiyou Crest.

threatened species and landscape connectivity, 

Protect the Siskiyou Crest
Photo By Jon Schledewitz

Forest Conservation 
on the North Coast! 

EPIC members, volunteers, and tree 
lovers are encouraged to meet the 

local environmental community for a 
mixer, February 9 from 6-9 p.m.! Meet 

our Board and Sta�  and hear about 
our exciting new programs for 2018.

In celebration of Arts! Arcata, EPIC’s own 
Forest and Wildlife advocate Rob DiPerna 
will feature his photography highlighting 

the region we work to protect. 

At 7 p.m. we will be presenting 
a slideshow outlining recent 

accomplishments, and new projects 
we will undertake in the coming year. 

Get the latest update on EPIC’s 
work all while enjoying some drinks, 
snacks, and beautiful photography!

Eureka-Based Mercer-Fraser Seeks Special 
Allowance for Floodplain Cannabis Lab

Jennifer Kalt, Director
On January 17, the Humboldt Bay Municipal 

Water District Board (HBMWD) voted 
unanimously to appeal the Humboldt County 
Planning Commission’s approval of a cannabis 
extraction and manufacturing facility just upstream 
from the intakes for the drinking water supply for 
88,000 Humboldt County residents. 
Drinking Water for 88,000 People at Risk

“Water quality is critical to this community. 
We have got to err on the side of protecting this 
water,” said Director Bruce Rupp, who represents 
constituents in Eureka and Cutten. � e HBMWD 
supplies water to the cities of Eureka, Arcata, and 
Blue Lake, as well as the Community Service Districts 
that supply drinking water to Cutten, McKinleyville, 
Manila, Samoa, Glendale, and Fieldbrook. 

� e District also voted unanimously to oppose 
the rezoning of the Mercer-Fraser property to “Heavy 
Industry,” since that change would allow a wide range 
of industrial manufacturing. � e county maintains 
that other industrial activities would require a 
Conditional Use Permit—cold comfort from an 
agency that rarely rejects development and too often 
fails to enforce its regulations and conditions of 
permit approval.

Tell the Board of Supervisors
Please reject this project and the rezoning to 
protect our drinking water, the Mad River, and 
salmon! 
Send an email to Board Secretary Kathy Hayes, 
khayes@co.humboldt.ca.us (she will forward your 
comments to all fi ve supervisors); or call and/or email 
supervisors directly:

Rex Bohn, District 1:  707-476-2391
rbohn@co.humboldt.ca.us

Estelle Fennell, District 2: 707-476-2392
efennell@co.humboldt.ca.us

Mike Wilson, District 3: 707-476-2393
mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us

Virginia Bass, District 4:  707-476-2394
vbass@co.humboldt.ca.us

Ryan Sundberg, District 5: 707-476-2395  
rsundberg@co.humboldt.ca.us

Thank the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 
for protecting our drinking water and the Mad River!
Stay informed! To be added to Baykeeper’s action 
alert list, email us at alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.
org and follow Baykeeper’s Facebook page!

The site of Mercer-Fraser’s proposed cannabis extraction facility is in the Mad River fl oodplain along 
Highway 299 between Blue Lake and McKinleyville. Base map from Humboldt County Web GIS 
(http://webgis.co.humboldt.ca.us).

� e decision ultimately rests with the Board of 
Supervisors, which will consider the appeal and the 
rezone on February 27 or soon thereafter.

Floodplains are for Flood Waters and Fish
Developing fl oodplains is poor planning for a 

variety of reasons. Paving fl oodplains constrains fl ood 
waters, leading to more severe fl ooding and erosion 
downstream. Reducing natural fl oodplains jeopardizes 
salmon, steelhead, and other protected species by 
restricting access to low-gradient spawning, resting, 
and rearing habitat. � e potential for accidental 
volatile chemical spills and other damage during 
fl oods is of great concern for the river and fi sh as well 
as our primary public drinking water supply. 

� e Mad River is considered critical habitat for 
coho salmon, which are threatened by development of 
fl oodplains and riparian areas that, when undeveloped, 
fi lter pollutants and slow down runoff . Floodplains 
provide migration corridors for juvenile and adult 
coho salmon. Because of their importance to coho 
and other salmonids, major eff orts are being made to 
restore fl oodplain habitats all over the North Coast 
in an eff ort to prevent the coho from going extinct. 

� e County General Plan adopted last October 
includes a policy of protecting fl oodplains from 
development for these very reasons. � e General 

Plan also notes 
that “areas not 
served by urban 
services are not 
suitable for a 
broader range of 
industrial uses.” 
The property 
does not have 
public water or 
sewer services, 
so the cannabis 
factory would 
rely on a well and 
a septic system in 
the fl oodplain. 

Furthermore, 
the county has 
a very sensible 
ordinance on the 
books, which 

prohibits “storage or processing of materials that are 
in time of fl ooding buoyant, fl ammable, explosive, or 
could be injurious to human, animal or plant life.” Yet 
the Planning Commission recommends changing 
the zoning from “Agriculture General” to “Heavy 
Industry” to allow cannabis extraction using volatile 
chemicals.

Heavy industry simply does not belong on 
fl oodplains, no matter how safe a developer promises 
to be. � e Supervisors should approve a change in 
zoning to allow the gravel processing to continue 
without allowing cannabis manufacturing and other 
heavy industry. Otherwise, we can be sure that 
fl oodplains on every river in the county will be at risk 
of industrial development.

Eureka-based Mercer-Fraser Co. is a paving 
contractor, gravel mine operator, and owner of the 
property in question. Mercer-Fraser Vice President 
Justin Zabel is also an offi  cer of McMp LLC, the 
developer of the proposed cannabis extraction facility.
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Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month in the fi rst fl oor conference 
room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront in Eureka.  The 
meeting, which covers regular business and conservation 
issues, begins at 6:45 PM. Members and non-members with 
environmental concerns are encouraged to attend. When 
a new person comes to us with an environmental issue or 
concern, we often place them fi rst or early on the agenda. 

Felice Pace,
Water Resources Chair

� is spring, the North Group will join 
the Project to Reform Public Land Grazing in 
Northern California (www.grazingreform.org) 
to begin monitoring how grazing is managed 
on national forest land in the upper Mad 
River Basin. 

Since the summer of 2010, Grazing Reform 
Project volunteers have monitored 18 grazing 
allotments on three national forests, including 
allotments within the Marble Mountain, Russian 
Peaks and Trinity Alps Wilderness and along the 
Siskiyou Crest west of Mount Ashland. Many 
allotments have been visited multiple times; 
volunteers sometimes “adopt” grazing allotments 
on national forest lands they frequent. 

While we sometimes monitor for species 
impacted by grazing, including the Willow 
fl ycatchers and Cascade frog, most monitoring 
focuses on impacts to water quality, riparian 
areas and wetlands.   

� e Project has published 29 photo-
illustrated Allotment Monitoring Reports 
(available at: https://tinyurl.com/grazingreform)  
documenting conditions on grazing allotments 
and the poor management practices which 
degrade water quality, riparian areas and 
wetlands. As Chapter Grazing Chair, I’ve used 
documentation from the Project’s reports to 
advocate for grazing reform. 

Our calls for on-the-ground grazing 
management reforms go to District Rangers 
and Forest Supervisors, the offi  cials responsible 
for assuring that private grazing is managed 
responsibly on public land. We also ask Regional 
Water Board offi  cials to get Forest Service 
managers to require regular herding and other 
management measures needed to protect water 
quality. Modern grazing management practices 
can’t eliminate grazing’s negative impacts, but their 
proper use can dramatically reduce those impacts. 

� e failure of Forest Service and Water Board 
offi  cials to require that grazing permit holders 
implement modern grazing management practices 
is the primary reason water quality standards are 
being violated, riparian areas are being degraded, 
and wetlands are being destroyed. Unherded cattle 
congregate in headwater wetlands. � e constant 
trampling year after year damages the basins’ water 
holding capacity, resulting in increased fl ood fl ows 

Events
One need not be a Sierra Club member to 
participate in these outings. Please join us!
Saturday, February 24—North Group Prairie 
Creek Redwoods State Park Ossagon to 
Carruthers Cove Hike. Hike this trail from south to 
north. We will drop off  a car at the Carruthers end, 
and the present tide table shows an ebbing tide 
conducive to this late-winter coastal adventure. 
Bring lunch and water. Medium diffi  culty, 4.5 miles, 
less than 1,000 feet elevation change. Carpools: 
Meet 9 a.m. at Ray’s shopping center in Valley West. 
Leader Ned, nedforsyth48@gmail.com, 707-825-
3652 message phone. Heavy rain cancels. 

Sunday, March 25—North Group Humboldt 
Redwoods State Park Avenue of the Giants 
Hike. Two separate trails, about a mile apart, take 
us to a view of the Eel River from High Rock (an 
actual rock along the river), and to a grove of stately 
redwoods about 1,000 feet above. Bring lunch and 
water. Medium diffi  culty, 5 miles, 1,000 feet elevation 

change. Carpools: Meet 9 a.m. at Herrick Avenue Park & 
Ride in Eureka. Leader Ned, nedforsyth48@gmail.com, 
707-825-3652 message phone. Heavy rain cancels.

NORTH  GROUP
REDWOOD  CHAPTER

and decreased late summer and fall streamfl ow. 
Diminished fl ows and poor water quality hurt salmon 
and other aquatic organisms. Poorly managed 
public land grazing is a major reason salmon 
stocks are not recovering even in streams emerging 
from wilderness. 

� e Project and Redwood Chapter also challenge 
the renewal of grazing permits, especially when the 
same poor practices are allowed to continue. As I 
write, we await a Forest Service decision which may 
seek to extend grazing into the Grider Creek key 
watershed and roadless area. � at area has not been 
grazed for decades. Riparian areas and wetlands have 
recovered; we don’t want them newly degraded.    

Coming this Spring: Grazing Monitoring on the Six Rivers National Forest
� is spring, the Grazing Reform Project will 

monitor public land grazing in the upper Mad 
River Basin for the fi rst time. On-the-ground 
monitoring is 100 percent volunteer. Volunteer 
training is hands-on, conducted in the fi eld. 
Small grants pay mileage for volunteer monitors.

As a result of monitoring and advocacy, we 
are fi nally seeing modest improvement in grazing 
management in the Klamath National Forest. To 
join volunteer eff orts to extend that advocacy to 
the Upper Mad River and to reform public land 
grazing across Northern California, send a message 
to unofelice@gmail.com and I will contact you. � e 
more pressure we can put on Forest Service and 
Water Board offi  cials to reform grazing, the sooner 
grazing-caused degradation will end. Poorly managed grazing has resulted in bank and wetland trampling, water 

quality degradation and the removal of willow shade at Alex Hole, the 
headwaters of Elliot Creek below the Siskiyou Crest on the Rogue-Siskiyou 
National Forest. Photo: Felice Pace.

Tyler Meadows will be degraded if Klamath National Forest managers follow 
through on their proposal to introduce cattle grazing into the Grider Creek 
Roadless Area, a key salmon watershed. Photo: Felice Pace.
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Beginners and experts, non-members and members, 
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings. 
Almost all of our events are free.  All of our events are 
made possible by volunteer e� ort. For more information 
about North Coast CNPS and our events, please visit our 
website: northcoastcnps.org.

ORTHCOAST  
HAPTER

N
C

Field Trips & Plant Walks
February 25, Sunday—Rohner Park and Humboldt 
Botanical Gardens fi eld trip. Bring your Humboldt 
Botanical Gardens membership card or CR student 
ID or pay $5 senior/$8 adult admission.  Meet at 9:30 
a.m. at the Kohls end of Bayshore Mall parking lot, 
or 10:00 a.m.at the Fireman’s Pavilion in Rohner Park 
(Park St. off  Main St. by 16th St.).  We will be outside!  
Dress accordingly.  Bring lunch and water.  Please tell 
Carol 707-822-2015 you are coming.  
March  24, Saturday—East Fork Willow Creek Day 
Hike. Among the species we will see are fawn lilies, 
assorted trees, and perhaps giant purple trillium. 
Dress for being outside in whatever weather appears: 
the campground itself is often uncomfortably cold 
and shady in the morning.  Bring lunch and water. 
Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacifi c Union School (3001 Janes 
Rd., Arcata) or arrange another place. Tell Carol you 
are coming 707-822-2015, in case plans change. 

Evening Programs
February 14, Wednesday—“Journey to New 
Caledonia”.  In late 2017, Marie Antoine and Steve 
Sillett traveled to the island of New Caledonia.  
� e island of New Caledonia is about the size of 
California and has the highest number of plants per 
square kilometer in the world.  � ey will share tales 
and images from their visit. 7:30-9:00 p.m.
March 14, Wednesday—“Wildfl owers of the 
Trinity Alps.” Ken DeCamp, author of Wildfl owers 
of the Trinity Alps, has been drawing and 
photographing wildfl owers for over 40 years. Ken 
will share tales from the trails and images of some 
of his favorite fl owers.  Books will be available for 
purchase. 7:30-9:00 p.m.
 
Workshops
March 17, Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. A Primer on 
Sedges. Identifi cation of members of this genus 
can feel esoteric, but it contains numerous rare and 
sensitive species. Spend a day in the lab at Humboldt 
State University keying sedges (genus Carex) with 
material and expertise provided by Gordon Leppig 
and assistants. $100 for CNPS members; $130 non-
members.  For more information, check our website 
at www.northcoastcnps.org.

Carol Ralph
“� is is bigger than climate change.” � ose 

were the words of Dave Imper, respected “retired” 
rare plant advocate and our October evening 
program speaker.  He was referring to the short-
term impact on biodiversity in our region near the 
coast. Putting frequent, low-level disturbance back 
into our native habitats is something important 
that we can make happen now, at the local level, 
and see the results soon. Most California plants, 
including lilies, brodiaeas, fritillarias, azaleas, 
and yampahs, evolved with frequent, low-level 
disturbance.  

Dave told us that in most cases the “natural” 
condition is the disturbed condition: by fi re, 
landslide, grazing, thundering hooves, pocket 
gophers, digging sticks, etc. � e importance 
of human-mediated disturbance by Native 
Californians has been amply documented by Kat 
Anderson in her book, “Tending the Wild.” Even 
in our coastal redwood forests, forest ecologists 
have found fi re return intervals of seven years.  
Yet our parks have protected their redwood 
groves from fi re for 100 years.  California 
landscapes were shaped by humans and it’s up to 
us to continue managing them.  

From the perspective of his studies of the 
Western Lily (Lilium occidentale) Dave showed 
us case after case of coastal prairie, where these 
spectacular native fl owers grew, succumbing 
to succession, becoming shrubland or even 
forest—no place for lilies.  � ese lost coastal 
prairies were in state parks or other reserves, which 
we citizens think are preserving our natural heritage. 
Unfortunately, our parks and other land stewards 
most often take a hands-off  approach, preventing 
disturbance and “letting nature take its course.”  
Monitoring and habitat management are not in their 
mission and certainly not in their budgets. Dedicated 
staff  who can see the problem struggle against a 
general lack of awareness (partly due to lack of data) 
and lack of funding. � e result is the inexorable loss 
of early successional habitats like coastal prairie.  

Here is our call to action: we need to tell the 
stewards of our public lands that we know the 
importance of frequent, low-level disturbance to 
maintain biodiversity.  If they are aware of it but 
frustrated by lack of funds, we need to educate and 
pressure the sources of those funds. If land managers 
are trying novel techniques to mimic natural 
disturbance, we should encourage them and learn 

with them from the results. We can’t use fi re as it 
has been used in the past, and we don’t have massive 
herds of elk, but we have mowers and goat herds.  
We have to experiment.  We need more tools, and 
every ecosystem will need a custom treatment. 

If you watched the lilies, sneezeweed, and gentians 
on Elk Head disappear under salal and huckleberry, 
if you remember the azalea reserves when fragrant, 
billowing Western Azaleas were dominant, if you 
walk under the Douglas-fi r on Titlow Hill wishing 
for the oak woodland and houndstongue that used to 
be there, if you remember a mountain meadow being 
bigger than it now is, then you understand the need 
to bring back the disturbance.  

If you would like to join a “Disturbance Task 
Force” to brainstorm and enumerate ways to educate, 
encourage, pressure, and modify attitudes, procedures, 
and policies, contact Dave (dimper@suddenlink.net) 
or Carol (theralphs@humboldt1.com).  

Biodiversity Loss Bigger � an Climate Change

1981: This coastal prairie habitat had been passively grazed by cattle 
for a century or more. Although some natural succession occurred, the 
habitat was held in check by grazing. The habitat at that time supported 
a vigorous (albeit largely non-fl owering) population of western lily and a 
variety of other early successional wildfl ower species. Photo: Dave Imper.

2006:  Cattle grazing was terminated in about 1992. The prairie rapidly 
developed into coastal scrub and forest, leading to a steep decline in the 
western lily and botanical diversity in general. Photo: Dave Imper.
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...the fundamental checks and balances of 
public lands management by allowing federal timber 
planners to select 90 projects a year that would be 
exempt from legal challenge and that would instead 
be subject to a stacked “arbitration” process. Further, 
even if courts were to hear a challenge to illegal post-
fi re clearcutting, Section 203 of the legislation would 
prohibit the judge from halting the clearcutting while 
the case is heard, allowing trees to be logged before 
logging could be halted. 

 � e good news, if there is any, is that cooler heads 
in the U.S. Senate will hopefully prevail, preventing 
the Westerman clearcutting bill in its current form 
from becoming law. But as the 2016 election proved, 
anything can (and often does) happen in politics.

Timber Industry Says Clearcut 
Klamath National Forest Asks “How Much?” 

� e 2017 Abney Fire (part of the Miller Complex) 
in northern California and southern Oregon burned 
with a mix of low, moderate, and stand-replacing 
severity—how wildfi res have always burned on the 
Siskiyou Crest. It is this variety and heterogeneity 
of fi re eff ects that has contributed to the renowned 
biodiversity and complexity of the Siskiyou forests that 
contain everything from rare Baker cypress and Baker’s 
spruce to towering ancient sugar pines and Douglas-
fi rs. It is a forest ecosystem like no other on Earth.

To their credit, Forest Service timber planners 
in the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest on the 
north side of Cook and Green Pass recognize the 
ecosystem benefi ts of recovering post-fi re forests 

and are wisely focusing their activities on removing 
burned roadside hazard trees while protecting 
remote recovering backcountry stands. 

In contrast, as directed by their leadership in the 
Yreka California Supervisor’s Offi  ce, timber planners 
on the Klamath National Forest generally see post-
fi re forests as an opportunity to harvest otherwise 
protected late-successional forest stands in the 
backcountry, including old-growth “reserve” forests 
that are designated as critical habitat for the survival 
and recovery of northern spotted owls. Worse yet, 
the forests proposed for clearcutting are on steep 
unstable slopes in the headwaters of Seiad Creek, a 
major tributary to the Klamath River.

� ere is a better way
Unlike timber planners who come and go, the 

people of the Karuk Tribe have lived with fi re in 
these forests for thousands of years. � e Karuk 
Department of Natural Resources recommends that 
the Forest Service protect wildlife, watersheds, and 
fi sheries by retaining, rather than clearcutting, post-
fi re forests in the Seiad Creek headwaters. 

� rough the “Karuk Alternative,” roadside 
hazard trees would be removed, fuels around homes 
and communities would be treated, and prescribed 
fi re would be utilized over time to retain forest 
conditions that allow for fi re to play its natural 
role in these fi re-evolved forests. Let’s hope that 
the reasonable suggestions of the Karuk Tribe help 
the Forest Service establish a more sustainable 
relationship with fi re. 

...bill would ban all use of SGARs, with a few 
exeptions for agricultural food production and 
storage. � e bill  is currently stalled in the Assembly’s 
Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials 
(ETSM) committee. 

� e solutions to humane and eff ective rodent 
control are many, but require some thought and 
eff ort—exactly what users of poisons seek to avoid. 
Broader impacts to our world from such short-cut-
seeking tactics, however, are staggering.  Alternative 
solutions aren’t that diffi  cult. 

Confl icts with wild animals—even non-native 
wild animals like Norway rats—are almost always 
created by human housekeeping issues such as 
feeding pets outdoors, unprotected food storage, 
and materials and debris piles around outbuildings. 
Addressing human behavior is the fi rst step. Putting 
up an owl box and encouraging raptors in your area 
will also help—they eat rodents for a living! � ere 
are myriad humane and ecologically sound resources 
and strategies. 

In the Humboldt area and looking for advice on 
a local problem? Interested in volunteering at the 
wildlife clinic? Call Humboldt Wildlife Care Center 
at 707-822-8839. We can help!

Raptors Are � e Solution (RATS) has a 
great web page with tips and links: www.raptors
arethesolution.org/alternatives-tips-print-friendly/.

� e Hungry Owl Project also has good 
information, especially regarding encouraging owls 
to nest in your area: www.hungryowl.org/nontoxic-
rodent-control/.

To build support for AS-1687 on the 
North Coast, contact your State Assembly 
representative and let them know that you stand 
with our wild neighbors! Tell them you want 
second generation anti-coagulant poisons 
fully banned. Here in the second district, 
you can write to our Assemblymember, Jim 
Wood at 1036 5th Street, Eureka, CA 95501, 

or call 707-445-7014.

NCCS Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services

707-269-0180  
PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502

The Green Cleaning 
Specialists

Commercial office cleaning, 
window cleaning, and 

carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com
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...reductions line-up with the targets of the 
Paris Accords, as well as the emission reduction 
goals enshrined by the Oregon legislature in 2007. 
� e project’s in-state emissions would constitute an 
increasingly large percentage of the overall emissions 
in the state while providing no actual energy supply 
for the state and contributing to unsustainable global 
emissions, undermining climate action in other regions.

� e report was released as hundreds rallied in 
Salem in January under the auspices of the No LNG 
Exports coalition, a collection of organizations and 
community groups opposed to the project. � e 
project, previously rejected by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC), has encountered 
massive opposition along the pipeline route and 
terminal location in Coos Bay.

“Communities across Oregon and Northern 
California have been fi ghting this fracked gas project 
for over a decade. It’s time that [Oregon] Governor 
Brown stands with our communities and stops Jordan 
Cove for good by utilizing her role on the Oregon 
State Lands Board or by directing state agencies to 
deny vital permits for the project,” said Hannah Sohl, 
Director of Rogue Climate.

“Whether it’s snowless winters, more extreme 
wildfi re seasons, or invasive pine beetles, rural 
communities are already seeing the fi rst impacts of 
climate change,” said Deb Evans, a Klamath County 
landowner who’s small-scale timber property would 
face eminent domain if the proposed pipeline is 
approved. “� is project would exacerbate climate 
change adding to an overwhelmingly devastating and 
costly impact to livelihoods while also threatening 
private property rights. We can’t have that in Oregon, 
or anywhere else today if we want a sustainable 
economy and healthy climate for future generations.”

“� is report shows that to take action on climate, 
Oregon’s leadership has no choice but to reject this 
dangerous project and instead focus on creating 
good-paying jobs in rural Oregon in the expanding 
clean energy industry,” Sohl added.

� e report can be found here: http://priceofoil.
org/2018/01/11/jordan-cove-lng-and-pacific-
connector-pipeline-greenhouse-gas-emissions/

Sign the petition to Oregon’s governor and 
senators voicing your opposition to the projects at 
www.nolngexports.org/sign-the-petition/.

For more information on how you can get involved, 
contact Rogue Climate at info@rogueclimate.org.

Carol Ann Conners
707-725-3400

654 Main Street, Fortuna
carol@pattersonconners.com

CA License #0E79262
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...or the much touted bi-partisan “infrastructure” 
bill intended to improve roads, bridges, and 
other transportation infrastructure. Bypassing 
environmental laws such as the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is a common 
strategy in this political atmosphere.

Energy Ethics
On January 5, Department of Energy (DOE) 

Deputy Secretary Dan Brouillette was defensive and 
non-committal during questioning by legislators 
about unethical and potentially illegal industry 
infl uence on energy policy.  Brouillette was asked 
about reports that Murray Energy CEO Robert 
Murray, a prominent voice for the coal industry, may 
have infl uenced DOE proposals to subsidize coal and 
nuclear plants. When asked if he knew when DOE 
would respond to his letter of inquiry on the issue, 
Brouilette responded, “No, sir, I don’t, but I will 
happily look into it.” Variations of Mr. Brouilette’s 
non-answer have become common in congressional 
hearings with Trump appointees on the hot seat.  

Simon Edelman, a brave employee of the 
Department of Energy, was fi red from his government 
job for releasing a photo of Sec. of Energy, Rick 
Perry and the same coal industry CEO, Murray, in 
a friendly bear hug.  Edelman took the photo at a 
private meeting between CEO Murray and Sec. 
Perry. Edelman, who had worked in his publicity job 
since 2015, is seeking whistleblower protection. 

Attack on Public Lands 
A recently released government report led by the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Forest 
Service reveals that President Trump and his cabinet 
are considering lifting the ban on uranium mining 
on the federally owned public lands that surround 
Grand Canyon National Park. � e report was 
initiated to reduce the “burden” of environmental 
review and laws with a target to increase extraction 
of oil, natural gas, coal, and nuclear energy resources 
on public lands. � e President’s Executive Order 
13783 also requires Federal agencies to “make 
recommendations that could alleviate or eliminate 
aspects of their actions that unduly burden domestic 
energy production.”  Mining of uranium and other 
minerals are said to be the basis of many of the 
proposed boundary changes for National Monument 
boundaries including Cascade–Siskiyou NM. 
What you can do: 

Join the Northcoast Environmental Center’s 
Action Group. We will be taking action through 
letter-writing and calling our representatives. Join 
the list of activists by sending you name and email 
address to the NEC’s Legislative Analyst, Dan Sealy, 
at dan.sealy@yournec.org. We will get information 
to you on meetings, training, and upcoming actions.

...line, dealing with the millions of heavily 
creosote-soaked ties that support the line, or places 
like this where the line is failing and actually creating 
problems,” Greacen said. “� is is part of why we’ve 
been challenging the NCRA to basically come up 
with a reason to exist.”

“� e California Transportation Commission 
has demanded that the NCRA actually produce a 
workable business plan and explain how it’s going to 
continue to operate in a way that’s truly sustainable,” 
Greacen said. Over the last few years, the NCRA 
has essentially existed only by selling off  their assets. 
� ese sales don’t benefi t the public, but rather the 
private company that holds the lease on the rail line.

“It’s an important piece of the puzzle: who benefi ts? 
It’s been clear from the start that this has never 
been about transportation for humans, this is about 
industrial freight line with, frankly, minimal prospects,” 
Tidwell said. “So, who does benefi t from this plan that 
they’ve continued to try and force upon us?”

To keep up to date with Friends of the Eel River’s 
ongoing push against the existence of the NCRA, 
visit their website at www.eelriver.org. 

� e EcoNews Report airs every � ursday at 
1:30 p.m. on KHSU (90.5 FM, khsu.org). Each show 
features a rotating roster of hosts from the NEC 
and NEC member groups, interviewing guests and 
experts on a variety of environmental topics. � e 
EcoNews Report is also now podcasting on iTunes 
or wherever you get your podcasts. 
www.khsu.org/programs/econews-report
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Tom Wheeler 
� e Sonoma tree vole (Arborimus pomo), also 

known as the California red tree mouse, is a small 
rodent that spends nearly its entire life high in the 
canopy of old-growth forests. � is vole inhabits 
northwestern California—from Sonoma County 
north to the South Fork of the Smith River in Del Norte 
County—and occupies the wetter forests between 
the coast and the western slope of the Coast Range. 
Near the northern end of its range, it can overlap with 
its cousin, the red tree vole. � e density of voles is 
highest near the coast. As you leave the fog belt, the 
density of voles decreases with the loss of moisture.

� e Sonoma tree vole exclusively eats conifer 
needles, and of these, primarily eats those of the 
Douglas-fi r and grand fi r. � e vole eats a LOT of 
needles—on average, about 2,400 per day—and only 
eats a portion of each needle, carefully chewing 
around the thin resin ducts. � e resin ducts, which 
resemble coarse, straight hairs, are then discarded 
or used as linings for their nest. Because the vole 
is diffi  cult to see, researchers often determine their 
presence through fi nding wads of discarded resin 
ducts on the ground beneath an occupied tree. 

� e average tree vole never moves far from the 
place it was born. Females will typically stay put on 
one tree, while male voles will visit several trees. One 
tree is often home to multiple generations of the 
same family, with diff erent generations occupying 
diff erent branches in the tree. 

Sonoma tree voles are presumed 
to be declining in number and 
the species is regarded as rare or 
uncommon. � is is largely owing 
to the vole’s unique life history and 
the specialized habitat it requires. 
� e vole has a lengthy gestation and 
adolescent period, probably because 
of the low nutritional value of the 
conifer needles they consume. Litter 
size is also small, particularly for a 
rodent, often consisting of only one 
or two young. � e small litter size 
and slow development period means 
that the vole has little resiliency to 
disturbances—like logging—that 
aff ect its abundance.

Habitat loss has also taken its 
toll. � e vole is associated with wet, old-growth 
forests—the large, heavy branches providing a good 
structure for the vole’s nest—but it can survive in 
younger, second-growth forests. Because most of 
California’s old-growth forests have been logged, 
the vole has lost most of its historic habitat. � e 
remaining habitat is often fragmented, disconnecting 
populations and reducing the species’ resiliency. 

� e decline of the vole also could aff ect other 
wildlife. � e vole’s number one predator is the iconic 
northern spotted owl. Other predators include other 

owls (like the barred 
owl and the saw-whet 
owl), raccoons, and 
fi shers. Because the 
vole is an important 
prey species for spotted 
owls, and because the 
vole is associated with 
old-growth forests, 
the vole is often 
used as an “indicator 
species” of overall 
ecosystem health. 

� e vole doesn’t 
enjoy much protection. 
Only five percent 
of known nest sites 
are located within 
protected areas (i.e., 
parks and wilderness 
areas). Because the 
vole often coexists 
with the northern 
spotted owl, habitat 
protections for the 
owl often can benefi t 

Sonoma Tree Vole
Arborimus pomo

A red tree vole (Arborimus longicaudus), cousin of the Sonoma tree vole, gathering 
needles. Photo: Stephen DeStefano, USGS.

the vole. On private land, conservation measures are 
largely voluntary. Humboldt Redwood Company’s 
Habitat Conservation Plan requires the company to 
monitor for the vole and emphasizes the importance 
of protecting nest trees. 

� e Sonoma tree vole is identifi ed by the state 
as a “species of special concern” that the state is 
monitoring because of population declines or 
loss of habitat that could result in its listing under 
the state Endangered Species Act—although this 
special designation does not signifi cantly aff ect land 
management practices.

The characteristic pile of discarded resin ducts (which run along the outside edges of Douglas-fi r 
needles) produced by a red tree vole when eating. Photo: Petrelharp, Wikimedia CC. 

steelhead 
trout

Did you know that steelhead trout and rainbow 
trout are the same species of � sh? They are! But 
because they live di� erently, they don’t look exactly 
the same. Steelhead and rainbow trout are born in 
freshwater, but as steelhead grow, they migrate out 
to the salty ocean for adulthood. Steelhead then later 
migrate back to freshwater, to the same river where 
they were born, to spawn a new generation of � sh.

Steelhead have speckles over most of their body, 
with a pink to red stripe along their sides. In the 
ocean, steelhead are torpedo-shaped, very silvery 
and even brassy in color on their upper bodies. 

COLOR ME!

THE KIDS PAGE

Story by Rebekah Staub. Top photo by California Sea Grant, Flickr CC. Bottom illustration by Freshwater and Marine Image Bank, CC. 

Young steelhead feed primarily on very tiny 
zooplankton. Adults feed on insects, mollusks and 
crustaceans, � sh eggs, and even small � sh (including 
trout!). Steelhead are an important food for many 
animals such as birds, bears, river otters, raccoons, 
seals, sea lions, and orcas.

Unfortunately, many steelhead are endangered. 
Dams in rivers can block the � sh from being able 
to migrate upriver to spawn. Bad logging and 
agriculture practices can pollute waterways, raise 
water temperatures, and reduce the water � ows 
steelhead need to survive.

THE KIDS PAGE
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auction. If you would like to volunteer, 
or have items to donate for our auction, 
please contact the NEC o�  ce. 
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Help us continue to 
advocate, educate, and

YES!  I will help the Northcoast
 Environmental Center protect our 
watersheds, wildlands and communities!

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC 
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:

$100 - Coho Salmon

$50 - Pacific Fisher$25 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl

$500 - Orca

$1000 - Redwood

Other ________

I would like to become a sustaining member! 
I pledge $___________ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly. 
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

A subscription to EcoNews is included 
with your membership. 

I would like to save resources and read 
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the 
address above. 

Please choose one option:

Save resources, donate online: 
www.yournec.org, or scan the code 
at right. If you prefer, mail this form 
with a check or fill in your credit card 
information below. 

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 

Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we 
will list your name in publications as a donor. 
 

My gift is (check one box if applicable):  

a gift membershipin memory of

in honor of

Name of person _______________________________

(If gift 
membership)

 (student or 
low income)

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous. 

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518 
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