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3) � e All Species Parade at the 
North Country Fair has been moved 
from Sunday to Saturday! � is is a big 
change for us (with Coastal Cleanup 
Day on the same day), but we’re up 
for the challenge! Look for more 
information over the summer as plans 
develop for a Coastal Cleanup and 
All Species After-Party at the NEC on 
Saturday, September 16! We will also 
be hosting mask-making workshops 
leading up to the All Species Parade. 
More information coming soon!
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� e NEC has a chance to go solar! 
Solar panels and installation labor 
has been donated by our local solar 
guru Roger! � e go-ahead has been 
received from our landlord and now 
the big challenge is we need to raise 
$2,400 to cover the City of Arcata 
solar permit, various electrical 
supplies and solar racks.  If each of 
our wonderful members would send 
in $5-10 (or even more) earmarked 
for ‘solar’, we’ll be on track to having 
our offi  ce completely solar by the 
fall. Please send in your check, call to 
pay by credit card or donate on our 
website at yournec.org!

A huge thank you to all who helped 
make our April fundraising events 
a success! First, on April 5, the NEC 
tabled  at our Mad River Brewing 
Company Pints for Non-Profi ts event. 
Lots of our supporters showed up a 
to buy pints and baked goods, learn 
about hazards to our watershed 
through demonstrations with our 
watershed model, and laugh and dance 
to great music by Caveman Dave, 
members of � ursday Night Bluegrass 
and the Mad River Rounders. NEC 

staff  and board members had a great 
time talking with everyone who came 
out. � ank you Mad River Brewing 
Company for hosting us! 

We also owe a huge thank you 
to those who helped ensure our 
Spaghetti Dinner FUN(d)Raiser was 
a success. Dinner wouldn’t have 
been possible without the help of 
Barbara Reisman, Mary Watson, 
Susan Nolan, Emmanual Martinez, 
Richard Kreis, CJ Ralph and Anne 
Maher.  Fabulous music by Kingfoot 
and sound engineer Jeff  Kelley kept 
the crowd moving! Silent auction 
items fl ew off  the tables—thanks to 
all who donated items and bid on 
them. Also thanks to Madison Peters, 
Morgan Corviday and Alicia Hamann 
for creating an enticing display. Drinks 
fl owed courtesy of Jeff  St. John and 
his business Dutch & Dewy. Delia 
Bense-Kang and Jennifer Kalt poured 
other beverage donations from Lost 
Coast Brewery, Moonstone Crossing, 
and Six Rivers Brewery. � ank you to 
Larry Glass and his daughter Rose for 
greeting all who attended. � e NEC 
raised over $3,000 to help us continue 
our work. � ank you!

Speaking of work, staff  could 
be found the following weekend at 
community events such as Godwit 

 

Days, the Science Expo and 
the March for Science, 
plus our own organized 
Clam Beach clean-
up.  If you’d like to 
know when future 
cleanups are 
planned, follow us 
on our Facebook 
page or subscribe to 
our email list. 

A few other 
items of interest we 
want to make sure 
everyone is aware of:

1) Our Adopt-A-
Block and Adopt-A-
Beach programs are great 
ways to get outside during the 
summer that have a positive aff ect. 
Contact the offi  ce on how you can get 
involved. 

2) If you fi nd yourself with small, 
empty propane cylinders from 
camping (e.g. Coleman stoves), these 
can be dropped off  at Humboldt 
Waste Management Authority’s 
Hawthorne Street Transfer Station 
for metal recycling. However, they 
need to be empty, punctured and 
labeled ‘empty’ to be accepted. You 
can fi nd instructions on emptying and 
puncturing canisters online. 
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Rotating hosts talk with a variety of experts and guests on a range of topics
Past shows are archived on our website for download or streaming 

Call us at 707-822-6918 for more information!
Get your NEC Gear

Violet

Bottoms up to our April Pints for 
Non-profi ts fundraiser bake sale 
volunteers Sue Leskiw and Chris 
Beresford, and musical talents Caveman Dave, 
Thursday Night Bluegrass and Mad River Rounders. 
Thanks to Mad River Brewing Company for hosting us 
and to everyone who came out in support of the NEC!

Bouquets of wildfl owers to Kingfoot for playing our 
Spaghetti FUN(d)Raiser, Jeff  Kelley for running sound, 
Barbara Reisman for keeping the food fl owing, Jeff  St. 
John for awesome bar tending, and all who donated 
to our silent auction and food costs (see page 4). 
What a lovely evening to celebrate with you all! 

Congratulations to all the recent HSU graduates! Anne 
Maher, the NEC’s Offi  ce Assistant, and Claire Roth, 
our EcoNews intern, both graduated in May!  We are 

excited that both are staying in 
the area and will continue working 

with the NEC.

Bouquets of gratitude and redwood sprigs to all 
our Spring interns and Service Learning students!  
Claire Roth (EcoNews), Miranda Taylor and Sylvia van 
Royen (EcoNews Archive),  Jeff  Ensworth (Policy), and 
Emmanual Martinez (Adopt-a-Block).

Congratulations to former Policy intern Meredith 
Garrett! Meredith has recieved a paid congressional 
Internship through the Congressional Hispanic Caucus. 

And bouquets of birdsongs to everyone who 
participated in our May Birdathon! Together we raised 
over $5000 for the NEC and Audubon. More details will 
posted at www.yournec.org/birdathon soon!

In Memory of

Violet was a � equent visitor around the NEC and 
Humboldt Baykeeper o�  ces for many years with 
her mom, Baykeeper Director Jennifer Kalt. A shy 
but inquisitive sweetheart, Violet accompanied Jen 
almost everywhere. She lived a long and full life 
and was adored by everyone who knew her. Rest in 
peace, Violet. We will miss you!

Name: Lisa Robinson
Program: Adopt-a-Block
How long volunteering with NEC: Since the 
program started six months ago, but four years of 
picking up trash.
What inspired you to volunteer: Living by the 
University and the big messes that are piled up on 
corners—I just felt like I needed to do something. I 
worked for state parks when I 
was younger and cleaning up 
was one of my jobs, so it’s just 
kind of ingrained in me.
Words for future volunteers: 
It makes me feel better when 
I’m done with my morning, 
because I can drive down the 
road and not see the garbage 
and stuff . Be more aware of 
your surroundings.

Volunteer  SpotlightVolunteer  Spotlight
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Help us protect the North CoastUS House of Representatives:
Rep. Jared Hu� man 
www.huff man.house.gov/

Washington D.C. O�  ce
1406 Longworth House Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161
Fax: 202-225-5163

Eureka District O�  ce
317 Third St., Suite 1
Eureka, CA 95501
Phone: 707-407-3585
Fax: 707-407-3559

US Senate
Senator Diane Feinstein 
www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/

Washington, D.C. O�  ce
331 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Phone: 202-224-3841
Fax: -202-228-3954
TTY/TDD: 202-224-2501

San Francisco District O�  ce
One Post Street
Suite 2450 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

Phone: 415-393-0707
Fax: 415-393-0710

Senator Kamala Harris
www.harris.senate.gov/

Washington D.C. O�  ce 
112 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone 202-224-3553
Fax 202-224-2200

San Francisco O�  ce 
50 United Nations Plaza
Suite 5584
San Francisco, CA  94102
Phone: 415-355 - 9041
Fax: 202-224 - 0454

Secretary of the Interior     
O�  ce of the Secretary, Ryan Zinke
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240
Phone: 202-208-3100

Secretary of Agriculture
Sonny Perdue
Secretary of Agriculture.
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250 
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With the (insert your own adjective here) state 
of national aff airs, we all need to stand up to resist 
the full on assault on environmental standards and 
regulations. � e most effi  cient and eff ective way to 
do that is through local grassroots environmental 
organizations like your NEC. Our 45 plus years of 
experience with conservation issues in northwest 
California and southern Oregon puts us in the best 
position for advocacy and resistance.

NEC’s Conservation Action Committee: To meet 
the challenging political climate, our Washington 
D.C. Legislative Analyst Dan Sealy has restarted the 
Conservation Action Committee, with teach-ins and 
letter writing campaigns to show how we can make 
eff ective change in Congress and communicate with 
our representatives.  Letters and phone calls really have 
an important impact! Your support and participation 
helps us continue this important civic responsibility 
for our community, country and planet!

Planning For Another Successful Coastal 
Cleanup Day: � e NEC founded this annual event in 
1979, and we expect this year’s Coastal Cleanup Day to 
be another huge success. In 2016, over 700 volunteers 
participated in Humboldt County, cleaning 61 sites 
and removing over seven tons of trash. We’re working 
to double those numbers in 2017, and appreciate 
the support of our members and sponsors for this 
annual event. Mark your calendars to participate 
on September 16.  � is eff ort would not be possible 
without your help!

More Accessible Offi  ce: Last November the NEC 
and Humboldt Baykeeper relocated to a new location 
in Arcata, at the corner of I Street and Samoa Blvd. 
� e offi  ce is more visible and convenient for our 
members, volunteers and interns. We have a meeting 
space for our member groups, a small recording 
studio for EcoNews Reports and a kitchen, donated 
by a supporter. We hope you’ll stop by to visit!  

Technology Update: � e NEC board has worked 
hard in the last decade to be fi nancially conservative 
and the NEC continues to operate on a slim budget. 
However, our technology needs can no longer be 
placed on the backburner. Our computers are old, 
slow and need to be replaced in order for staff  to work 
eff ectively and effi  ciently. Our website is also so far 
out of date that it is susceptible to security hacks and 
errors, and aff ects our ability to reach our supporters 
across a range of devices. To address these challenges, 
please help us raise at least $10,000 to purchase much 
needed technical support, new computers, updated 
software, and a new website. To support this eff ort, 
specify an additional donation for “tech updates.”

Activating North Coast Communities: Nothing 
is more important to promoting change in our local 
community, and the world, than an informed and 
engaged populace:

• EcoNews, our long-standing environmental 
newspaper, continues to report important 
environmental news on behalf of the NEC and 
its member groups throughout the bioregion. 
� e printed version of EcoNews remains very 
popular with our members. We’re also bringing 
back the “fundometer” to EcoNews so you can see 
fundraising progress.
• Th e EcoNews Report, the longest running 
public aff airs show on KHSU, delivers timely 
environmental news over the airwaves and via 
streaming every week. Tune in every � ursday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm on KHSU 90.5 FM! You can 
listen to past reports on our website at yournec.
org/econews-report. 
• Th e NEC has expanded our radio presence to 
co-host KHUM 104.7 FM’s long-running weekly 
Coastal Currents program every � ursday at 
noon. Tune in as our hosts dive into issues and 
events important to our beaches, rivers, bay and 
waterways.
• Check out the NEC’s column, Your Week 
In Ocean, on the Lost Coast Outpost (www.
lostcoastoutpost.com).

Providing Opportunities for the Next 
Generation of Environmental Leaders: In 
our longstanding partnership with Humboldt 
State University, the NEC is honored to provide 
opportunities for students through internships and 
work-study positions. � anks to HSU’s work-study 
program, a gift of $1,000 is worth at least $3,000 to 
support one of our fantastic work-study students for 
a semester. � e NEC also sponsors HSU internship 
positions, including: Policy interns gaining a virtual 
“On the Hill” Washington experience of tracking 
important Congressional actions, and EcoNews 
interns gaining valuable experience writing news 
articles and producing our print publication. � ese 
young people are our future conservation leaders—
your support allows these opportunities to continue.

� anks to your donations, the Northcoast 
Environmental Center accomplished quite a bit this 
year. But as we all know, the work continues, and to 
do this we need your help! Send in your contribution 
today, or donate online at our website, to help NEC 
continue to protect and celebrate our North Coast. 

On behalf of the board and staff  of the NEC, we thank 
you in advance for your commitment to this special 
region and all its inhabitants. 

Larry Glass, NEC Executive Director and Board 
President, and the NEC Board of Directors:
Dan Sealy, Bob Morris, Jennifer Kalt, CJ Ralph, Gary 
Falxa, Chris Beresford, Alicia Hamann, Richard Kreis, 
and Briana Villalobos. 

Invest 
in the Future
Invest 
in the Future

or join our Monthly   
  Giving Program

For more information, 
call the NEC at 707-822-6918
or email nec@yournec.org
www.yournec.org/donate

For more information,
call the NEC at 707-822-6918
or email nec@yournec.org
www.yournec.org/donate

Become a Member, 
  Donate, Volunteer,



Many Thanks
to everyone who 
donated items for 
our April dinner 

and auction! 
We couldn’t have done it without you!

Auction Items
Abruzzi
Alicia Hamann
Andy Sehic
Arcata Scoop
Backcountry Press
Beth Kabat
Bigfoot Trail Alliance
Bob Doran
Bob Morris
Bubbles
Chris Beresford
CJ Ralph
Clare Heshem
Cypress Grove
Dan Sealy
Dandelion Herbal Center
David Imper
Dick Taylor Chocolate
Erica Davie
Ferndale Repertory � eatre
Friends of the Eel River
� e Garden Gate
Humboldt Baykeeper
Jen May
Kate Lancaster
Katie Herbst
Mad River Gardens
Mad  River Union
Madison Peters
Marcia Mendels
Marine Protected Areas 
 Collaborative
Mark Cortright - 
 Liscom Hill Po� ery

Mark Lovelace
Mark Peters
Melissa Zielinski - 
 Mill Creek Glass
Moonstone Crossing 
 Winery
Morgan Corviday
Nancy Stephenson - 
 Imagine Jewelry
Patricia Senno� 
Rene Nesty
Six Rivers Brewery
Steven Vander Meer
Sue Leskiw
Sur� ider Humboldt
Terry Torgerson
Tina & Sco�  Davies

Dinner Items
Alisha Hammer
Beck’s Bakery
Brio Bread
Costco
Desserts on Us
Dutch & Dewey 
Eureka Natural Foods
Henry’s Olives
Lost Coast Brewery
Moonstone Crossing Winery
North Coast Co-op
Six Rivers Brewery
Tofu Shop
Tomaso
Wildberries

Lend a Hand or Eight

Coastal Cleanup Day
Saturday, September 17

www.yournec.org/coastalcleanup
coastalcleanup@yournec.org

Saturday, September 16

Join us at Plaza: be inspired
on Friday, July 14 from 6-9pm! 
Wine will be available by donation,.
Bring your friends and family out 
for Arts!Arcata and visit us at Plaza!

Arts!Arcata
July 14

Plaza: Be Inspired
808 G St, Arcata




Workshops and info 
coming soon!Save the Date!
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Claire Roth
If movements could speak, they would laugh, 

yell, and cry out with rage into the faces of their 
opponents. Movements are, however, dependent 
on the voices of those willing to speak up on their 
behalf. � e 2017 March for Science and the People’s 
Climate March have shown that these voices have 
found their volume and will continue to push for 
environmental awareness and reform in a time that 
is more challenging and dire than ever.

A lack of scientifi c literacy in politics has 
resulted in the belittlement of science and scientifi c 
research and denial of scientifi c facts such as climate 
change. � is has catalyzed global communities—and 
not just the scientifi c ones—into taking measures to 
ward off  scientifi c stagnancy and ignorance while 
also protecting and promoting science’s invaluable 
presence in social, political, and environmental 
conversations. Realizing that progress is not made 
through sitting quietly in willful ignorance, but 
through marching in defi ance of social, political, 
and environmental injustices has invigorated new 
generations of activists. 

Since its humble beginning in 1970, Earth Day 
has long represented a time to take a stand for the 
care of our planet. Earth Day protests and rallies 
have raised a lot of awareness over the decades and 
been successful in galvanizing legislation such as the 
Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act. On the most 
recent Earth Day, April 22, 2017, the date went down 
in history as the largest global event to be focused 
specifi cially on science: the March for Science. 

� e March for Science, initially called the 
Scientists’ March on Washington, refl ects the boiling 
point of environmentalism’s response to the sciences 
being largely left out of political conversations and 
thusly deemed unimportant. � e current United 
States administration’s negative stance on evidence-
based science, the reality of climate change, and 
an array of other hot button environmental topics 
further kicked the environmental beehive.

� ough the fl agship of the March for Science 
was in Washington, D.C., the movement itself went 
global. About 1.07 million supporters of science 
participated in 600 marches—spanning from the 
North Pole to Antarctica, on all seven continents, in 
66 countries, and in all 50 U.S. states—voiced their 
passion for the planet and the value of science.

Given the Humboldt County community’s history 
of involvement in prior environmental movements, 
a local march was no surprise. � e Humboldt March 
for Science, featuring a Science Expo and speakers, 
was organized by Ross Taylor (a fi sheries biologist) 
and Jessie Hobba (science educator and a board 
member of Mad River Alliance), assisted by an active 
planning committee. 

Marching For Our Future: 
This Spring, Humboldt Took to the Streets for Science and Climate Action

In spite of the lampooning and inaccurate and highly selective reporting of how 
the Endangered Species Act functions, education on the subject has given many 
appreciation of this legislation and all it accomplishes.  You may feel the same if:

You are religious—and feel reverence for all of God’s creations,
You are spiritual—and have a strong sense of unity with all of life,
You are pragmatic—and recognize the long-term costs of short-term views,
You are conservative—and know that living off  principal is bad economic policy,
You are liberal—and want everyone now and in the future to share in the fullness of life as we have it,
You are completely human-centered—and fear unknowingly destroying a resource that could have great 

economic or life-saving value for mankind,
You are scientifi c—and understand the dynamic of an integrated system,
You are none of the above or all of the above—but you feel delight when you see butterfl ies caught in a shaft 

of sunlight, hear a woodpecker drumming, catch the sharp scent of the bay tree as its leaves decay 
on the forest fl oor - and you know for each of these small miracles there is an unseen world at work, 
a world of creepy-crawlies and slimies, of critters and plants, visible and invisible , each with its own 
function, all necessary.

Since the fi rst cell divided, species have developed and disappeared and will continue to do both, but for 
the fi rst time one species, our very own, has the power to alter life on earth, profoundly and permanently.  
Whether we do it out of lack of awareness, thoughtlessness or greed, there will be no going back.

Virginia Henry (right) wrote this piece during the Reagan years of 1981 - 1989. In 
reviewing some of her work of that era, she recently discovered this piece and found it 
especially relevant to our current time. To paraphrase, here we go again!
Virginia resides in La Selva Beach, CA on the Monterey Bay where she is active in local 
environmental and community activites.
          - submitted to EcoNews by Virginia’s daughter, Roberta Duggan. 

On the Endangered Species Act

Photo: Mark Larson. 

Continued on next page 
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Arcata resident Carla Avila-Martinez was 
one of the estimated 2,300 people who attended 
the Humboldt March for Science. Avila-Martinez 
saw the experience as vital for furthering public 
understanding of science as well as the role it plays 
in society. “I loved how the speakers stressed the 
importance of continuing to support science and 
scientists,” she said. “It feels like science is being 
vilifi ed, so it was great to be among people who 
understood its importance for our everyday lives.”

Avila-Martinez explained that the eff ects of 
events like this are ongoing and tend to encourage 
momentum, proclaiming, “Going to marches like 
this reinvigorates the community to keep fi ghting!” 

In addition to the March for Science, April also 
boasted another important environmental event—
the People’s Climate March. Scheduled on April 
29th, the 100th day of Donald Trump’s Presidency, 
the People’s Climate March in Washington, D.C. 
attracted crowds of over 150,000 and fl ooded the 
streets with protesters, posters, and messages geared 
toward speaking out for climate change awareness 
and action. 350 sister marches were held across the 
country and around the world with participation 
reported to be in the tens of thousands.

In solidarity with the People’s Climate March 
in Washington, D.C., 350 Humboldt (a new 
local affi  liate of the international climate justice 
movement organization 350.org) marched in the 
same-day and already-scheduled annual Eureka 
Rhododendron Parade (Rhody Parade). Katy Gurin, 
who helped launch 350 Humboldt, explained that the 
solidarity march showcased the need for community 
togetherness behind promoting climate justice. 
“We chose the Rhody Parade because it was on the 
same day as the People’s Climate March. � e Rhody 
Parade, I feel, is a really lovely event and we wanted 
to be a part of it while also spreading our message of 
a clean energy future for Humboldt,” Gurin said.

Parading in solidarity with the People’s Climate 
March within the community Rhody Parade meant 
keeping the event spirited, with positive notes of 
reaching towards a brighter future. Gurin described 
a scene of children running underneath a parachute 
banner that was part of the 350 Humboldt contingent. 
“It’s really important for people to have fun. For a lot of 
people emotionally, climate is a hard topic,” Gurin said.

It may feel diffi  cult to maintain momentum 
in light of climate change denial, a socially and 
environmentally unjust administration, and much of 
the population continuing on with business-as-usual 
lifestyles. � e marches, however, were only the tip of 
a growing iceberg of resistance to injustice, and the 
next steps are not out of reach.

Keeping the momentum going begins with 
staying educated about current environmental issues 
and taking action. 

In California, there have been 13 national 
monuments protected since 1996 and thus subject to 
President Trump’s review order. � ey include:

•  Berryessa Snow Mountain
•  Cabrillo
•  California Coastal
•  Carrizo Plain
•  Cascade-Siskiyou
•  Castle Mountains
•  Cesar E. Chavez
•  Fort Ord
•  Giant Sequoia
•  Mojave Trails
•  San Gabriel Mountains
•  Sand to Snow
• World War II Valor in the Pacifi c (this is the 

Tule Lake Japanese-American Internment Camp)

� e seven italicized monuments are over 100,000 
acres in size. As this list illustrates, national monuments 
protect a vast array of natural and cultural treasures, 
ranging from the world’s largest trees (Giant Sequoia 
National Monument) to historic sites such as the 
beautiful Trinidad Head in Humboldt County in the 
California Coastal National Monument. A long list 
of endangered species call these areas home. Some 
national monuments, like Fort Ord near Monterey, 
protect both cultural and natural resources alike and 
are wildly popular with visitors. � e Carrizo Plain 
National Monument recently made international 
headlines for its spectacular spring wildfl ower “super 
bloom.” Towns near... 

Continued on page 9

Boundary Review Could Strip Monuments of Protections

Continued on page 19

Ryan Henson
California Wilderness Coalition

Anti-public land sentiment in Washington, DC 
is at a fever pitch these days given the domination 
of the House, Senate and White House by anti-
conservation interests. � e fi rst victim was Bureau 
of Land Management planning rules, overturned 
by Congress in March. � e next intended victims 
are America’s national monuments—unless 
we take action. 

While national parks, wilderness areas, and 
most other heavily-protected areas of federal public 
land can only be established by an act of Congress, 
American presidents were given the authority to 
establish national monuments by the Antiquities Act 
of 1906. Many of America’s National Parks, including 
Death Valley, Joshua Tree, Pinnacles, and Lassen, 
among a long list of others, were fi rst protected as 
national monuments before Congress designated 
them as parks. 

On April 26, 2017, President Trump issued 
Executive Order 13792 that directs the Department 
of the Interior to review the boundaries and 
management of all national monuments established 
since January 1, 1996 that are more than 100,000 
acres in size. Th e Executive Order also directs 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to review national 
monuments that were established “without adequate 
public outreach and coordination with relevant 
stakeholders.” No defi nition of “adequate public 
outreach” is off ered. Conservationists fear that this 
review is just the fi rst step towards stripping these 
monuments of their protected status. 

National Monuments Under ThreatMarches
Continued � om previous page

Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument. 
Photo: Bureau of Land Management. 
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Anne Maher
Humboldt State student’s organizational eff ort 

against the PepsiCo pouring rights contract heated 
up this spring, pushing the possibility of the contract 
not being renewed at HSU.

Pouring rights contracts—typically through 
Coca-cola or PepsiCo—off er a large chunk of money 
in exchange for the majority of retail shelf space on 
campus, as well as other benefi ts such as featured 
logos and company merchandise sales. As of 2015 in 
California, only San Francisco State, CSU Channel 
Islands, and the CSU Maritime Academy did not 
have active pouring rights contracts. Humboldt State 
could be the fi rst university in the state to choose not 
renew an existing contract.

� e Pepsi contract at HSU, which has been active 
for over 10 years, is up for renewal on June 30. Among 
other things, it requires that 80 percent of the shelf 
space used for drinks be reserved for Pepsi products 
and allows Pepsi’s logo to be displayed at sporting 
events. In return, the university receives about 
$58,000 towards athletic scholarships, help with 
scoreboard maintenance, and other benefi ts, which 
contributes to about three percent of HSU Athletic’s 
budget. � is is notable, especially considering that 
HSU already pays some of the highest activity fees 
in the state—the majority of which goes to Athletics. 

With the contract in place, space for local 
products is drastically reduced. � e possibility of ever 
eliminating plastic bottles from campus is impossible 
with the current contract, and ensures that the 
majority of Dining Services’ products will be shipped 
long distances with a large carbon footprint. Aside 
from the environmental implications, the contract 
also raised social questions, as many students are 
troubled by the idea of corporate control on a public 
educational institution. 

Meredith Garrett, student and former Take Back 
the Tap director at HSU, has long sought to to reduce 
the use of single-use bottles on campus. 

other reason, we need roads for the aged and 
infi rm.”  GOBW founder Susan Tixler took 
exception to that characterization of older 
people. Tixler, who held a law degree from 
University of New Mexico, had a knack for 
converting outrage to action. She gathered 
her activist hiking friends and created Great 
Old Broads for Wilderness. � eir goal? 

To address the fact that  “an important voice was 
missing from the environmental movement: the 
older woman—impassioned, experienced, not afraid 
to speak out, and defi nitely not needing roads,” as 
their history states.  

But where did that name come from?  Tixler 
and the gang were  hiking  one day when  they came 
upon a group of elderly ladies coming off  a trail who 
were “dusty, tan, sinewy, and gray-haired.” “What a 
bunch of great old broads!” someone remarked.  And 
there you have it—the birth of a name. But as current 
Executive Director Shelley Silbert points out:  don’t 
be fooled by that name.  “Broadness is a state of mind,” 
she states, “Although we are  mostly women over 50, 

we are inclusive to all—we are 
really saying anyone can be 
‘broad.’  You don’t even have to 
be ‘great!’” Silbert laughs. “Just 
be fl exible and enjoy being  
outside together;  then  fi ght 
like mad to protect wild places.”

You also need to have 
a sense of humor. Fun and 
humor are the mortar that 
holds them together. Broad’s  
work includes many examples  
of putting humor into action. 
After a Jeep crashed and 
spilled transmission fl uid in 
Moab, Utah,  GOBW founder 
Tixler led the  Broads to the 
scene with brooms and mops.  
� e local news media covered 
the group  scene as they 
metaphorically “swept up”  
after the Jeep mess.

Some Great Old Broads pose for a photo while hiking in the Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument. Photo: Courtesy Great Old Broads for Wilderness. 

Continued on page 19

Dan Sealy
Really, what are they thinking?  What are a 

group of women (mostly) of a certain age, (mostly) 
who love to hike,  and want to have fun while saving 
wild places thinking?  � ey are thinking: “Get on 
Board with the Great Old Broads for Wilderness!” 
U.S. Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah, who is no 
conservation champion, can ironically be partially 
credited for the creation of the Great Old Broads for 
Wilderness (GOBW). In 1989 conservationists and 
recreationists were celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of the Wilderness Act and the creation of new 
wilderness areas like Escalante in Hatch’s home state. 
But Hatch opposed wilderness saying, “...if for no 

Broadening Horizons with Wilderness

Continued on page 10

Students Resist 
HSU/Pepsi Pouring 

Rights Contract
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Delia Bense-Kang

� ere is no question about it: Humboldt Bay’s 
two marinas need to be dredged as soon as possible. 
Sediment has built up over the last decade, leaving 
boats enveloped by mud at low tide. Until late last 
week, the City of Eureka and the Humboldt County 
Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District, the 
two agencies responsible for performing maintenance 
dredging, planned to dump the dredge spoils on a 
beach along the Samoa Peninsula, as they have done 
in past years despite protests from the public and 
warnings from the agencies charged with permitting 
the spoils disposal. � e City of Eureka and the Harbor 
District are now back to the drawing board after the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently 
rejected the original proposed plan. 

� e plan to dump dredge spoils on Samoa Beach 
fi rst appeared on the Harbor District’s February 9 
meeting agenda. � is raised the concern of Surfrider 
and Humboldt Baykeeper because the plan would 
not only impede public access to the beach, but 
would likely be denied by agencies such as the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Coastal 
Commission and Army Corps of Engineers, further 
delaying the much needed dredging.  

� e plan was presented at the Harbor District 
meeting on February 9 and the Eureka City Council 
on February 21, both of which were well attended by 
fi shermen, surfers, beachgoers, and environmentalists.  
� e Eureka Parks and Recreation Director, Miles 
Slattery, gave a PowerPoint presentation describing 
dredging goals and history, eff orts taken since the 
previous dredge cycle, and a disposal opportunities 
evaluation. Slattery presented Samoa Beach as 
being “the best option” for disposal due to the 
comparatively low cost and its ability to accommodate 
high volumes of dredge material. Not included in 
the analysis was the need to obtain approval from 
permitting agencies. Continued on page 19

Jennifer Savage
� e California Coastal Commission meets in 

Arcata in June, the only time in 2017 the quasi-
judicial agency will gather this far north. � e 12 
commissioners and statewide staff  will convene at 9 
a.m. on Wednesday, June 7 and � ursday, June 8 in 
Humboldt State University’s Kate Buchanan Room 
to hear issues concerning the North Coast, as well as 
issues aff ecting other areas in the state. 

Public Comment  For those new to how the 
commission works, public comment is a great 
opportunity to see and hear what fellow citizens are 
concerned about. Public comment occurs at the start 
of each day, usually lasts about 30 minutes, and is 
reserved for items not already on the agenda. For 
those wishing to bring a non-agendized issue to the 
commission’s attention, here are some tips on how to 
do so eff ectively:

• Before addressing the commission, reach out 
to local staff  to make sure they’re aware of the issue 
and to make sure it’s something the commission 
has jurisdiction over. You can fi nd the North Coast 
branch offi  ce in the Greenway Building, 1385 8th St 
#130, Arcata, and reach staff  at 707-826-8950.

• Arrive early and fi ll out a speaker slip. You’ll 
fi nd them on a table outside the meeting room with 
staff  available to assist you.   

• If you have a visual presentation (PowerPoint, 
etc.), put it on a fl ash drive in advance and then hand the 
drive off  to the A/V team, easy to spot in the meeting 
room. (� ey’re the ones with all the equipment.)

• Bring your passion—but be polite! Scolding, 
insulting or otherwise alienating the commissioners 
isn’t constructive. For the most part, the people at 
the dais want to hear you and solve the problems 
brought to them. 

• Respect the time limits (at the discretion of 
the chair: usually three minutes per individual; you 
may have others cede their time to you to increase 
your total). � ose who go over time risk using up 
the opportunity others would have had. Treat your 
fellow citizens as equals.

Agenda items   If you want to speak to an item 
on the agenda, the latter four points all still apply. 
� e only diff erence is that you’ll want to include 
the agenda item on the speaker slip. Do be aware 
that predicting when the commission will arrive at 
a particular item is a risky business! Some days the 
process moves rapidly, some days not so much. 

North Coast agenda highlights include Coast 
Seafoods proposed expansion on Wednesday (item 
13) and an application by the City of Eureka on 
eff orts to restore Martin’s Slough on � ursday (item 
8b)—note that most North Coast district items will 
be heard � ursday morning.

� e full agenda can be found at coastal.ca.gov.

Coastal Commission to Meet in Arcata
About the California coastal Commission

The California Coastal Commission is an 
independent state agency created by the California 
Coastal Act of 1976. The mission of the Coastal 
Commission is to protect, conserve, restore and enhance 
environmental and human resources of the California 
coast and ocean for environmentally sustainable and 
prudent use by current and future generations.

The commission is comprised of 12 voting 
members and three non-voting ex offi  cio members. 
The commission meets monthly in diff erent coastal 
communities up and down the coast. They deliberate 
the merits of proposed coastal development projects 
within the 1.5-million acre, 1,100-mile long California 
coastal zone. The Coastal Act itself provides the policies 
and standards that must guide the commissioners’ 
decisions.

The independence, balance and integrity of the 
commission depend upon the appointment process. 
Voting members are appointed by California’s Governor, 
the Senate Rules Committee and the State Assembly 
Speaker. Each appoints four commissioners, two from 
the general public and two local elected offi  cials.

To ensure statewide representation, six coastal 
regions—San Diego, South, South Central, Central, 
North Central and the North Coast—are designated 
to have one “local elected” voting member seat. Each 
commissioner may have an alternate, subject to the 
approval of their appointing authority.

North COast Commissioner Ryan Sundberg
The most recent appointment to the Coastal 

Commission was for the North Coast seat, formerly 
held by Martha McClure, who lost her appointment 
when she failed to win reelection to the Del Norte 
Board of Supervisors. To replace her, Governor Jerry 
Brown appointed Humboldt County Supervisor Ryan 
Sundberg to the commission in March. Sundberg has 
represented the county’s fi fth district since 2010 and 
was a tribal council member at the Trinidad Rancheria 
from 1994 to 2010. 

Keep Up with the Commission
For more information, monthly agendas and a live 

meeting stream, visit coastal.ca.gov.
To follow some of the most critical issues facing the 

commission and to keep track of which commissioners 
are voting most (or least!) in accordance with the 
Coastal Act, see actcoastal.org. 

Solution Still 
Needed for Bay 

Dredging Spoils
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350 Humboldt in the Rhododendron Parade. Photo: Heather Luther. 

Marches 
Continued � om page  6

Don’t just get frustrated or angry with 
what is going on in Washington. 

Join the NEC’s new Conservation 
Action Committee!  

Joining is easy, just send an email to 
Dan.Sealy@yournec.org 

to have your name and email added to 
the action list members. 

We have hosted Teach-Ins and attended 
Town Halls. Join us for letter-writing 

events, meetings, rallies and teach-ins 
plus some plans to use Arts to 

Save the Planet.   

Watch our website and EcoNews 
for updates. Don’t be frustrated and 

angry—be e� ective! 

www.yournec.org 

Make Sure Your Voice is 
Heard and Effective

“It’s really important to recognize that there is 
a whole lot that we can do to move forward,” Gurin 
said. “� ere are many successes, cities all over the 
nation, even in red states, are promising resolution 
to moving toward a clean future.”

One of the most important things to remember 
is the power available at local and state governmental 
levels. “States are passing really tough climate 
legislation,” Gurin said. “We have to remember to 
think about what we can we do with policy at local 
and state levels.”

Staying involved with and supporting local 
environmental groups (such as the NEC and 350 
Humboldt) is an important way to make sure the 
momentum of these movements keeps moving 
forward. Follow them on Facebook for timely 
updates and sign up for email alerts. When you’re 
fi nished reading this issue of EcoNews, pass it along 
to someone who may not have seen it yet. Talk about 
important issues with your friends and family. � e 
voices of science, climate action, and environmental 
movements are yours!

Every � ursday at 1:30 p.m., 
KHSU (90.5 FM, khsu.org) airs 
the NEC’s weekly half-hour 
EcoNews Report radio show.
Each show features a rotating 
roster of hosts interviewing 
guests and experts on a variety 
of environmental topics.

Five years of past shows 
are archived on our website for 
listening anytime. � at’s over 
a thousand shows available!
� e EcoNews Report is also now 
podcasting on iTunes.

Here’s a selection of some recent EcoNews Reports:
May 25, 2017 - Delia Bense-Kang talks with Ian Kelmartin, 
Katherine Osborn, and Eric Bjorkstedt, researchers with 
the MPA Baseline monitoring project, about a variety of 
topics including the importance of baseline research and 
expected long-term monitoring.

May 11, 2017 - Tom Wheeler interviews Matt Meyers 
of Ride for Rhinos, who is a safari guide and rhino 
conservation advocate. Meyers is biking from Canada 
to Mexico, and dragging behind him a life-sized rhino. 
He hopes to raise awareness of rhino conservation and 
the issues the species faces, as rhino populations are in 
considerable decline.

May 4, 2017 -  Scott Greacen interviews Alicia Hamann of 
Friends of the Eel and Mickey Bailey, property owner, on 
long-term threats to the Eel River. Friends of the Eel River 
discusses their case challenging the North Coast Railroad 
Authority as it comes before the California Supreme 
Court, as well as the Eel River dams that are up for federal 
relicensing. 

April 27, 2017 - Jennifer Kalt interviews various attendees 
of the April 22 Science Expo and Humboldt March for 
Science about why they are standing for science and 
what it means to them in their lives. 

April 13, 2017 - Darren Speece, author of “Defending 
Giants,” talks about his new book on the Redwood Wars 
with Tom Wheeler. Looking at the Redwood Wars, Speece 
off ers lessons for the current environmental movement.

The EcoNews Report Report

yournec.org/econews-report

grocery stores in California. While “banning the 
bag” has been heralded as a great step forward in 
reducing plastic waste, thicker “reusable” plastic bags 
have become widely available at many stores as an 
alternative for those who don’t bring their own bags. 

 Prop 67 defi nes single-use plastic carryout bags 
as any bag ranging from 0.5 millimeters thick to 2.25 
millimeters thick. A reusable bag, on the other hand, 
is specifi ed to be at least 2.25 millimeters thick and 
capable of carrying 22 pounds for a minimum of 
125 uses. By setting a minimum requirement of at 
least 2.25 mm for the reusable bags, the amount of 
virgin plastic used per bag and the resulting carbon 
footprint is higher than what was needed to produce 
thin single-use plastic carryout bags. 

Some counties in California experienced with 
single-use bag ordinances suggest that reusable bags 
be produced above the minimum requirement—
at least four millimeters thick—to ensure reuse. 
Addit ional ly. . .

Pepsi
Continued � om page  7

A “reuseable” plastic grocery bag winds up in the gutter in 
Eureka. Photo: Morgan Corviday. 

“Reusable” Plastic Bags Loophole Misses 
the Point of the Bag Ban

Continued on page 10

“Any ideas about shifting to more zero waste 
sustainably-sourced beverages were shot down by 
HSU’s ties to PepsiCo,” she stated. “As a university that 
aims to take social and environmental responsibility, 
this contract is a huge barrier.” 

A Pepsi Task Force was formed earlier in the school 
year including representatives from Dining, the Offi  ce 
of Sustainability, Associated Students, Athletics, 
Contracts and Procurements, and Administrative 
Aff airs to address the Pepsi contract. While various 
alternatives were off ered, none were deemed acceptable. 

Tessa Lance, Associated Students representative 
and Compost Director at WRRAP (the Waste 
Reduction and Resource Awareness Program) was a 
regular student representative at the Pepsi Task Force. 

“Initially, it seemed that eliminating the contract 
would be easy. We were wrong,” she recalled. “I felt 
that HSU engaging in a contract with big soda for 
the sake of benefi ting the athletics department was 
ironic to say the least.” 

Eventually, with the help of Lance and others, 
students and faculty became aware of the contract, and 
a resolution was passed in Associated Students (AS) 
stating the students’ wishes on not renewing. A similar 
resolution was soon passed by the University Senate. 

“Once word got out, students began organizing. 
We had late night meetings, and tried desperately to 
fi nd other sources of funds for athletics,” Lance stated. 

Among other things, the AS resolution requested 
a town hall to address alternatives. � ese were the fi rst 
public meetings ever held to address pouring rights at 
HSU. Attended by the Pepsi Task force and hosted by 
HSU Vice President Joyce Lopes, the fi rst town hall had 
to be moved to a larger room due to high attendance, 
and be extended over 20 minutes for public comments. 
Topics such as health, social justice, the environment, 
and the HSU Graduation Pledge of Social and 
Environmental Responsibility were all raised. 

It is now up to administration and the offi  ce of 
the president to decide the future for pouring rights 
at Humboldt State, and with a looming renewal 
deadline they must decide soon. Choosing not to 
renew the contract would provide real hope that the 
university can begin to move towards zero waste and 
becoming a carbon neutral campus. 

“What we want is that our university live up 
to the graduation pledge that they ask students to 
take,” states Garrett. “We know that taking social 
and environmental responsibility is not easy and we 
realize that it is a diffi  cult decision for administrators, 
but hopefully they know by now that they will have 
the support of the students, faculty, and community 
members if they choose to end this contract.”

“� ere is no room on our campus for corporate 
greed, and we hope to send a message with this 
campaign,” Lance says. “People, when we organize, 
are powerful.”

Adopt-a-Beach
Be a part of our growing team of site captains 

and volunteers helping to keep our coast clean! 
Visit our website for more information 

and a list of available sites.

www.yournec.org/adoptabeach 707-822-6918

www.plasticfreejuly.org

Miranda Taylor
With the passage of SB 270 in 2014 and 

Proposition 67 last November, free distribution 
of single-use plastic bags was fi nally banned from 

Join the NEC in going plastic-free in July!  
Plastic Free July aims to raise awareness of the problems with 
single-use disposable plastic and challenges people to do 
something about it.

join a million+ people world-wide from 
130 countries in making a difference.

It’s easy—Just choose 
to refuse plastic 
during July.

for more info visit:
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“It’s really important to recognize that there is 
a whole lot that we can do to move forward,” Gurin 
said. “� ere are many successes, cities all over the 
nation, even in red states, are promising resolution 
to moving toward a clean future.”

One of the most important things to remember 
is the power available at local and state governmental 
levels. “States are passing really tough climate 
legislation,” Gurin said. “We have to remember to 
think about what we can we do with policy at local 
and state levels.”

Staying involved with and supporting local 
environmental groups (such as the NEC and 350 
Humboldt) is an important way to make sure the 
momentum of these movements keeps moving 
forward. Follow them on Facebook for timely 
updates and sign up for email alerts. When you’re 
fi nished reading this issue of EcoNews, pass it along 
to someone who may not have seen it yet. Talk about 
important issues with your friends and family. � e 
voices of science, climate action, and environmental 
movements are yours!

Every � ursday at 1:30 p.m., 
KHSU (90.5 FM, khsu.org) airs 
the NEC’s weekly half-hour 
EcoNews Report radio show.
Each show features a rotating 
roster of hosts interviewing 
guests and experts on a variety 
of environmental topics.

Five years of past shows 
are archived on our website for 
listening anytime. � at’s over 
a thousand shows available!
� e EcoNews Report is also now 
podcasting on iTunes.

Here’s a selection of some recent EcoNews Reports:
May 25, 2017 - Delia Bense-Kang talks with Ian Kelmartin, 
Katherine Osborn, and Eric Bjorkstedt, researchers with 
the MPA Baseline monitoring project, about a variety of 
topics including the importance of baseline research and 
expected long-term monitoring.

May 11, 2017 - Tom Wheeler interviews Matt Meyers 
of Ride for Rhinos, who is a safari guide and rhino 
conservation advocate. Meyers is biking from Canada 
to Mexico, and dragging behind him a life-sized rhino. 
He hopes to raise awareness of rhino conservation and 
the issues the species faces, as rhino populations are in 
considerable decline.

May 4, 2017 -  Scott Greacen interviews Alicia Hamann of 
Friends of the Eel and Mickey Bailey, property owner, on 
long-term threats to the Eel River. Friends of the Eel River 
discusses their case challenging the North Coast Railroad 
Authority as it comes before the California Supreme 
Court, as well as the Eel River dams that are up for federal 
relicensing. 

April 27, 2017 - Jennifer Kalt interviews various attendees 
of the April 22 Science Expo and Humboldt March for 
Science about why they are standing for science and 
what it means to them in their lives. 

April 13, 2017 - Darren Speece, author of “Defending 
Giants,” talks about his new book on the Redwood Wars 
with Tom Wheeler. Looking at the Redwood Wars, Speece 
off ers lessons for the current environmental movement.

The EcoNews Report Report

yournec.org/econews-report

grocery stores in California. While “banning the 
bag” has been heralded as a great step forward in 
reducing plastic waste, thicker “reusable” plastic bags 
have become widely available at many stores as an 
alternative for those who don’t bring their own bags. 

 Prop 67 defi nes single-use plastic carryout bags 
as any bag ranging from 0.5 millimeters thick to 2.25 
millimeters thick. A reusable bag, on the other hand, 
is specifi ed to be at least 2.25 millimeters thick and 
capable of carrying 22 pounds for a minimum of 
125 uses. By setting a minimum requirement of at 
least 2.25 mm for the reusable bags, the amount of 
virgin plastic used per bag and the resulting carbon 
footprint is higher than what was needed to produce 
thin single-use plastic carryout bags. 

Some counties in California experienced with 
single-use bag ordinances suggest that reusable bags 
be produced above the minimum requirement—
at least four millimeters thick—to ensure reuse. 
Addit ional ly. . .

Pepsi
Continued � om page  7

A “reuseable” plastic grocery bag winds up in the gutter in 
Eureka. Photo: Morgan Corviday. 

“Reusable” Plastic Bags:
a Needed Solution or Another Problem? 

Continued on page 10

“Any ideas about shifting to more zero waste 
sustainably-sourced beverages were shot down by 
HSU’s ties to PepsiCo,” she stated. “As a university that 
aims to take social and environmental responsibility, 
this contract is a huge barrier.” 

A Pepsi Task Force was formed earlier in the school 
year including representatives from Dining, the Offi  ce 
of Sustainability, Associated Students, Athletics, 
Contracts and Procurements, and Administrative 
Aff airs to address the Pepsi contract. While various 
alternatives were off ered, none were deemed acceptable. 

Tessa Lance, Associated Students representative 
and Compost Director at WRRAP (the Waste 
Reduction and Resource Awareness Program) was a 
regular student representative at the Pepsi Task Force. 

“Initially, it seemed that eliminating the contract 
would be easy. We were wrong,” she recalled. “I felt 
that HSU engaging in a contract with big soda for 
the sake of benefi ting the athletics department was 
ironic to say the least.” 

Eventually, with the help of Lance and others, 
students and faculty became aware of the contract, and 
a resolution was passed in Associated Students (AS) 
stating the students’ wishes on not renewing. A similar 
resolution was soon passed by the University Senate. 

“Once word got out, students began organizing. 
We had late night meetings, and tried desperately to 
fi nd other sources of funds for athletics,” Lance stated. 

Among other things, the AS resolution requested 
a town hall to address alternatives. � ese were the fi rst 
public meetings ever held to address pouring rights at 
HSU. Attended by the Pepsi Task force and hosted by 
HSU Vice President Joyce Lopes, the fi rst town hall had 
to be moved to a larger room due to high attendance, 
and be extended over 20 minutes for public comments. 
Topics such as health, social justice, the environment, 
and the HSU Graduation Pledge of Social and 
Environmental Responsibility were all raised. 

It is now up to administration and the offi  ce of 
the president to decide the future for pouring rights 
at Humboldt State, and with a looming renewal 
deadline they must decide soon. Choosing not to 
renew the contract would provide real hope that the 
university can begin to move towards zero waste and 
becoming a carbon neutral campus. 

“What we want is that our university live up 
to the graduation pledge that they ask students to 
take,” states Garrett. “We know that taking social 
and environmental responsibility is not easy and we 
realize that it is a diffi  cult decision for administrators, 
but hopefully they know by now that they will have 
the support of the students, faculty, and community 
members if they choose to end this contract.”

“� ere is no room on our campus for corporate 
greed, and we hope to send a message with this 
campaign,” Lance says. “People, when we organize, 
are powerful.”

Adopt-a-Beach
Be a part of our growing team of site captains 

and volunteers helping to keep our coast clean! 
Visit our website for more information 

and a list of available sites.

www.yournec.org/adoptabeach 707-822-6918

www.plasticfreejuly.org

Miranda Taylor
With the passage of SB 270 in 2014 and 

Proposition 67 last November, free distribution 
of single-use plastic bags was fi nally banned from 

Join the NEC in going plastic-free in July!  
Plastic Free July aims to raise awareness of the problems with 
single-use disposable plastic and challenges people to do 
something about it.

join a million+ people world-wide from 
130 countries in making a difference.

It’s easy—Just choose 
to refuse plastic 
during July.

for more info visit:
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Gary Falxa and CJ Ralph
Our ecoregion lost a true friend to wildlife when 

Dr. Lowell Diller passed away on March 4.  Lowell was 
a consummate wildlife biologist and conservationist, 
a role model, a dear mentor, and a treasured and 
trusted colleague. 

Growing up around Grants Pass, he developed 
a love for things wild and after getting a Ph.D. in 
Zoology from the University of Idaho in 1981, he took 
an academic position in the Biology Department at 
Frostburg State University in Maryland. In 1990, he 
took a job where he felt he could put his academic 
ideas into practice and then spent the rest of his 
career in Northwestern California as the senior 
wildlife biologist for the Simpson Timber Company 
(now Green Diamond). Lowell’s death also touched 
his family deeply, and details about his life are in his 
obituary. (Link to obituary is available on our website). 

Lowell used Green Diamond’s extensive holdings 
in the redwood region to study forest wildlife and 
how to best conserve them on lands managed for 
timber production. His work encompassed diverse 
species, including torrent salamanders, tailed frogs, 
fi shers, red-backed voles, and northern spotted owls. 
With many scientifi c publications, he became widely 
respected for his knowledge of forest wildlife and 
their management on timberlands. 

Well-known for his work to conserve spotted 
owls, he also served in lower-profi le ways, including 27 
years on the Arcata Community Forest Management 
Committee, and advising Save the Redwoods League 
on how to improve amphibian habitat on previously-
logged, degraded forests. 

When barred owls expanded their range into 
West Coast forests, Lowell used data collected 
for decades on Green Diamond lands to evaluate 
the eff ects the newcomer would have on northern 
spotted owls. When initial results looked bad for 
spotted owls, Lowell bravely led a study (where federal 
agencies apparently feared to tread) to determine, 
experimentally, the eff ect of barred owls on the 
Northern spotted owl. � is required removing—
by shooting)—barred owls that had moved into 
spotted owl territories. While Lowell disliked the 
idea of shooting any owl, he felt that it was necessary 
to conserve spotted owls.  He went ahead and did 
the shooting himself, rather than make someone 
else do it.

Wildlife professionals throughout the region 
recognized Lowell’s ability to make and maintain 
bridges. As a professor, a well-published scientist, 
and an active and eff ective advocate for animals, 
Lowell put a very human face on a timber company 
and fostered trust with conservationists and wildlife 
professionals alike. 

Beyond Lowell’s contributions to the conservation 

Kin to the Earth:  Dr. Lowell Diller

of forest wildlife in the North Coast region, perhaps 
his greatest legacy is the many students and young 
professionals whose lives and careers he touched. 
Lowell made time to serve as a well-liked adjunct 
wildlife professor at Humboldt State University, 
where he taught (without pay) courses on reptile and 
amphibian management, mentored undergraduates, 
and advised many graduate students. He loved to 
take students and others into the fi eld, imparting 
his knowledge and enthusiasm for wildlife 
and their study. 

To honor and remember Lowell, an endowment 
has been established to support scholarships for HSU 

Dr. Lowell Diller holds a juevenile northern spotted owl, likely from one of his Green Diamond study populations. 
Photo:  Courtesy of David Diller.

students who share his passion for wildlife, fi eld work, 
and mentoring others. � ose who wish to contribute 
to the fund can make checks payable to “Humboldt 
State University Advancement Foundation,” note in 
the memo line that the donation is for the Lowell 
Diller Wildlife Scholarship Endowment, and mail to:  
Gift Processing Center, Cashiers Offi  ce - SBS 285, 
Humboldt State University, 1 Harpst Street, Arcata, 
CA 95521.

In recognition for his contributions to the 
knowledge and conservation of wildlife species and 
their habitats, we humbly honor Lowell Diller as 
Kin to the Earth.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
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The Sandpiper

Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary.
These are our famous rain-or-shine docent-led fi eld trips 
at the Marsh. Bring your binocular(s) and have a great 
morning birding! Meet in the parking lot at the end of 
South I Street (Klopp Lake) in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips 
end around 11 a.m. June 3: Jim Clark; June 10: Gary 
Friedrichsen; June 17: Christine Keil; June 24: Joe Ceriani.

Eureka Waterfront. Leader Ralph Bucher will be taking 
the summer off from leading these popular walks but will 
be returning in the fall so stay tuned!

For some of our more far-reaching trips we would like 
to suggest donating gas money to drivers on fi eld trips. 
A good rule of thumb is $5 per ½-hour drive time to 
fi eld trip destination.

Saturday, June 3: Horse Mountain.  We will be birding 
high-elevation Humboldt County, from Horse to Grouse 
Mtn. on Forest Service Route 1 during this annual fi eld 
trip. Target species will include: Mountain Quail, Sooty 
Grouse, Northern Pygmy-Owl, White-headed Woodpecker, 
Dusky and Hammond’s Flycatcher, Townsend’s Solitaire, 
Green-tailed Towhee, Thick-billed Fox Sparrow and more. 
Maybe we’ll even luck into a Northern Goshawk! Meet at 

7 a.m. near Espresso 101 off of Giuntoli Rd. in Arcata. Rob 
Fowler will lead (707-616-9841; migratoriusfwlr@gmail.
com). Bring a lunch. We will fi nish around early afternoon.

Saturday, June 10: Willow Creek Birdwalk. Meet at 
Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting at 9 
a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our destination; 
carpooling available. Walks generally run 2-3 hours. All 
ages, abilities and interest levels welcome!  For more 
information, please contact Melissa Dougherty (530-859-
1874; willowcreekbirdwalks@gmail.com).

Sunday, June 11: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. This is a wonderful 2- to 3-hour trip for people 
wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt Bay area. It 
takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on enjoying the birds! 
Beginners are more than welcome. Meet at the Refuge 
Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Call Jude Power (707-822-3613) 
for more information. 

Saturday, July 1:  Smith River Bottoms.  Join Del Norte 
County resident, Ken Burton (707-499-1146; shrikethree@
gmail.com) on a summer exploration of the Smith River 
fl oodplain, focusing on wetland and riparian habitats.  Sites 
likely to be visited include Bailey Road, Goodwin Pond, 
Alexandre Dairy, and Pala Road; we might get to Lake 
Tolowa as well. Interesting shorebirds are often in the area 
at this time of year and we should see Bank Swallows and 
nesting Bald Eagles. Meet at the Crescent City Cultural 
Center, 1001 Front St., at 9 a.m.

Saturday, July 8: Willow Creek Birdwalk. See June 10.

Sunday, July 9: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. See June 11.

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, July 28-30: Camp-out at 
Lassen Volcanic National Park. We have enjoyed the 
birding and camping at the Lost Creek Group Campground 
in Lassen VNP over the years and we’ll be doing it again 
with the Wintu and Redbud Audubon Chapters. Group 
Camp Site #2 and #3 have been reserved for the nights 
of Friday, June 28, and Saturday, June 29. This year’s 
scheduling is later due to the higher-than-normal snowpack; 
the park road should be free of snow by early July. People 
can either camp at Lost Creek or drive up for either or both 
Saturday and Sunday. Campers can arrive at the campsite 
at a time of their choosing on Friday afternoon. We will 
bird Manzanita Lake, Hat Creek, Summit Peak areas and 
the rest of the itinerary is open and will depend on the 
interests of the participants. Day trippers will meet at the 
camp site at 8:30 a.m. Lost Creek has primitive facilities: 
pit toilets and no electricity, but potable water is available. 
Group size is limited. If you would like to join us, please 
contact Chet Ogan (707-442-9353).

Saturday, July 29: Birds and Butterfl ies of Horse and 
Grouse Mountain. Join Gary Falxa (707-476-9238; 
gfalxa@suddenlink.net) and Rob Fowler (707.616.9841; 
migratoriusfwlr@gmail.com) for a butterfl y-specifi c 
trip from Horse to Grouse Mountain. Various fritillaries, 
blues, swallowtails, coppers, hairstreaks and more will be 
searched out and we’ll note the birds seen and heard while 
we do! We might even luck into the recently described 
Disguised Wood-Nymph. Meet at 9 a.m. in the Valley West 
Shopping Center near the Jitterbug coffee shop in Arcata. 
Bring a lunch and sun protection. 

American Gold�inch, Gavilan Loetterle, Grade 2 Peregrine Falcon, Meguire Bartosz, Grade 5

Horse Mountain,  photo by Gary Bloom�ield

Western Grebe, Joey Hodges, Grade 4
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Thinking of Joining the 
National Audubon Society?

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in your 
membership on this form, rather than replying to solicita-
tions from National Audubon, $20 is sent directly to RRAS. 
This is how NAS rewards local chapters for recruiting
national members. (Otherwise, the RRAS dues share per 
new member is only a couple of dollars.) Thank you.

Chapter Membership Application
Yes, I’d like to join.
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed. (Introductory offer)
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________________________________
STATE_________ZIP_________________________________
email _____________________________________________
Local Chapter Code:  C24   
Please make checks to the National Audubon Society.

Send this application and your check to:
 National Audubon Society
 P.O. Box 422250
 Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

           ----------LOCAL CHAPTER----------      
REdWOOD REGION AUDUBON SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1054, EUREKA, CA 95502

Photo by Sue Leskiw

By Hal Genger President’s Column

RRAS welcomes the following new members 
and subscribers:
Arcata - James Parker
Bayside - Sam Gregerson
Crescent City - Mike Johnson, Jean Rhynard
Eureka - L. R. Alexander, Karen Anderson-Palmer,     
 Cynthia Hooper, Tammy Liebl, Nancy 
 & Tony Wareika
Garberville - Herb Schwartz, Nancy Wilson
McKinleyville - Steven Bjorkstrand, Linda Cargill,  
 Sharlene Evans, Tristan Kiener, 
 Megan Potter
Scotia - Andrea Wilson
Trinidad - Julie Joynt
Whitethorn - Peter Galvin
We look forward to seeing you on field trips and at 
our monthly programs.

New Members

Welcome to the yearly Children’s Issue of the Sandpiper! 
This year we had another incredible display of quality art-
work submitted to the Godwit Days Student Bird Art Contest 
sponsored by RRAS and Friends of the Arcata Marsh. In this 
issue are a few examples of the artwork, but hopefully many 
of you got to see the vast array of student art displayed at 
the Community Center during Godwit Days. I always enjoy 
looking over their work. Thanks to all who were involved or-
ganizing, judging, and posting the entries. Copies of the win-
ners are on display at the Arcata Marsh Interpretive Center 
through June.
 Summer is a great time to improve your bird- friend-
ly yards by planting more native plants. This will enhance 
the beauty of your yards, support wild birds, and decrease 
your water bill. If you are interested in helping RRAS support 

bird-friendly yards or any other conservation project, please 
contact Jim Clark, or better yet attend the conservation com-
mittee meetings held the second Thursday of the month at 
noon at Rita’s Margaritas and Mexican Grill, 1111 5th Street 
Eureka.
 RRAS is always in need of more volunteers. We 
are in desperate need of someone to take over the secretarial 
duties at the monthly Board meetings and for someone to 
chair the program committee. We also need someone to help 
Harriet Hill with publicity. Harriet is doing a wonderful job, 
but may occasionally leave the area and we need someone 
to be able to fill in for her. Please let me (or any board mem-
ber) know if you are interested in volunteering; your service 
would be greatly appreciated.

Volunteer Corner
Godwit Days was an action-packed event, and RRAS 
once again offered food and beverage to the throngs who 
visited the Community Center. Chet Ogan took on the 
leadership role of organizing food, beverage, and supplies 
– thank you, Chet! 

We had a great crew of volunteers who helped 
out over the weekend, pouring coffee, baking pizza, and 
greeting the birding public. We couldn’t have done it 
without you! 

Godwit Café helpers were: Julie Alderson, 
Karen Anderson-Palmer, Jim & Donna Clark, Alexa 
DeJoannis, Hal Genger, Jeff Hart, Harriet Hill, Sierra 
Huffman, Syn-dee Noel, Lew & Judie Norton, Sydney 
Stewart.

RRAS Sponsors 13th Annual
Science Fair Award

By Sue Leskiw

2017 brought a tie for the best project related to birds or their 
habitat at the annual Humboldt County Science Fair held in 
mid-March, with the recipients splitting $50 in prize money.
 One of the projects was “Great Gray Owl Research 
in Arcata” by Owen Peterson, a 5th grader at Arcata 
Elementary School. Owen observed the rare owl, which 
arrived in his yard on December 24, 2016, over several 
months. He noted the time, temperature, exact location, 
and the owl’s behavior (e.g., successful hunting for voles, 
gophers, and wood rats; choice of roost sites; vocalization; 
interactions with ravens and a Barred Owl) and took many 
photos and videos. His videos of the owl helped biologists 
determine that it was a female and the same bird that had 
been seen in Prairie Creek State Park ten months earlier. 
Owen asked many questions of the hundreds of birders who 
came to see the owl. He also dissected a pellet he found, 
and identified the rodent bones inside. The owl was awarded 
runner-up for Humboldt County Bird of the Year at Godwit 
Days.
 The other project was “How Do Turkey Vultures 
Find Food?” by Calvin Zhang Sway, a 7th grader at Jacoby 
Creek School. His research questions were 1) whether 
Turkey Vultures could find food using only scent with no 
visual and 2) whether they would show interest in what looks 
like food but has no scent. He hypothesized a Yes answer to 
Question 1 and a No to Question 2. Calvin tested Question 1 
by hiding a trash can containing 20 pounds of meat under a 
tented area and leaving it for two weeks. He tested Question 
2 by laying out goose decoys on their sides. He set up game 
cameras that he checked every three days and kept track of 
all the animals that were photographed or that he observed 
in person at two sites in Bayside. While Calvin did not get 
any photos of Turkey Vultures at either site, he did observe 
two birds hovering 20-30 feet above the trash can on one 
occasion. Calvin was among only 19 Humboldt County 
students that were selected to compete in the state science 
fair in April.

Along the Eureka waterfront lies a strip of shore and 
riparian habitat that needs a name.  Join the fun and win a 
prize by suggesting a name for the former “Parcel Four” 
that Audubon has had a conservation easement on for many 
years. Formerly known as the “Devil’s Playground,” the 
somewhat notorious location near the Bayshore Mall is 
excellent habitat and has been rehabilitated at great effort.  
Now, the city of Eureka has given us the “naming rights” 
to this prime birding location.  Send suggestions by July 1 
to President Hal Genger (hal.genger@humboldt.edu). An 
appropriate award will go to the winning entry, to be 
determined by a vote of the Board.

Name That Shorebird Spot!  

Recipients of RRAS’s prize for best bird-related 
projects at the Humboldt County Science Fair Owen 
Peterson [left] and Calvin Zhang Sway [right], with 

Bruce Smith of the Eureka Rotary Club. Photo 
courtesy of Humboldt County Schools.

Photo by Sue Leskiw Northern Rough-winged Swallow © Alexa DeJoannis

Student Bird Art 
Contest Results

By Sue Leskiw

Some 819 local K-12 students entered the 14th Annual 
Student Bird Art Contest held in association with the 22nd 
Annual Godwit Days Spring Migration Bird Festival in mid-
April. RRAS and Friends of the Arcata Marsh cosponsored 
the competition. Copies of the fi rst-, second-, and third-prize 
winners, plus the habitat awards, are on display at the Arcata 
Marsh Interpretive Center during May and June.
 The winners were:

Kindergarten
First Place: Bony McKnight, Coastal Grove Charter, Varied Thrush
First Place: Coral Ventuleth, Kneeland School, American Avocet
Second Place: Elora Steffen, Coastal Grove Charter, Bald Eagle
Second Place: Eli Wilson, Dow’s Prairie School, American Goldfi nch
Third Place: Drew Brady, Dow’s Prairie School, Western Grebe
Third Place: Amaya Teraoka, Dow’s Prairie School, Tufted Puffi n

Grade 1
First Place: Carina McDonald, Union Street Charter, American Robin
First Place: Jordan Andersen, Union Street Charter, Osprey
First Place: Jordan Todd, Salmon Creek School, Hairy Woodpecker
Second Place: Jadyn Dunn, Union Street Charter, Red-shouldered Hawk
Second Place: Glenys Stockwell, Union Street Charter, American Goldfinch
Second Place: Makena Cecchin, Union Street Charter, Spotted Owl
Third Place: Lyla Porter, Union Street Charter, Spotted Owl
Third Place: Eleanor Abell, Arcata Elementary, Snowy Plover
Third Place: Brianna Helms, Dow’s Prairie School, Great Blue Heron

Grade 2
First Place: Melia Paliaga, Redwood Coast Montessori, Black-
crowned Night-Heron
First Place: Brenden Knight, Trinity Valley Elementary, 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee
Second Place: Mackenzie Coleman, Casterlin School, Spotted Owl
Second Place: Carlo Campagna, Redwood Coast Montessori, Osprey
Third Place: Gavilan Loetterle, Redwood Coast Montessori, 
American Goldfi nch
Third Place: Oni Orcutt, Trinity Valley Elementary, Bullock’s Oriole

Grades 3&4
First Place: Sophie Griffi n, Six Rivers Montessori, American Avocet
First Place: Asa Jules, Fuente Nueva Charter, Steller’s Jay
Second Place: Catarina Freitas, Mattole Valley Charter, Common 
Yellowthroat
Second Place: Joey Hodges, Union Street Charter, Western Grebe 
Third Place: Marcella Romero, Fuente Nueva Charter, Red-
breasted Nuthatch
Third Place: October Mintey, Freshwater School, Cedar Waxwing

Grades 5&6
First Place: Josephine Mizer, Alder Grove Charter, Chestnut-
backed Chickadee
First Place: Vinny Trucks, Mattole Valley Charter, Steller’s Jay
Second Place: Alexis Maldonado, Mattole Valley Charter, 
Great Blue Heron
Second Place: Phoenix Williams, Mattole Valley Charter, 
American Widgeon
Third Place: Kaleb Redman, Mattole Valley Charter, 
Pileated Woodpecker
Third Place: Meguire Bartosz, Alder Grove Charter, 
Peregrine Falcon

Grades 7 through 12
First Place: Gabriel Fugate, Mattole Valley Charter, Purple Finch
Second Place: Tori McConnell, Academy of the Redwoods, 
Marbled Godwit
Third Place: Lilia Mizer, Alder Grove Charter, Barn Owl

Best Depiction of a Bird in Its Habitat
Nathan Bareilles, Grade 1, Union Street Charter School, Pileated 
Woodpecker; Kyla Previte, Grade 2, Dow’s Prairie School, 
Pileated Woodpeckers; Madyson Nelson, Grade 4, Union Street 
Charter School, Snowy Plover; Saanvi Virnave, Grade 4, Fuente 
Nueva Charter School, Western Meadowlark; Rogue Russell, 
Grade 6, Sunny Brae Middle School, Great Blue Heron

Honorable Mentions
Kindergarten: Jessica Rodriguez, Stanwood Murphy 
Elementary, Spotted Owl; Logan Wissing, Dow’s Prairie School, 
Buffl ehead; Cabella Carper, Dow’s Prairie School, Tufted Puffi n; 
Nicole Davis, Dow’s Prairie School, Spotted Towhee; Lilia 
Mendes, Dow’s Prairie School, Western Grebe; Naiya Castillo, 
Dow’s Prairie School, Steller’s Jay. Grade 1: Emma Taft-Hovie, 
Fuente Nueva Charter, Belted Kingfi sher; Krae Laier, Dow’s 
Prairie School, Pileated Woodpecker; Sophia Castillo, Dow’s 
Prairie School, American Goldfi nches; Payten Burchett, Dow’s 
Prairie School, Common Yellowthroat; Ricardo Freitas, Mattole 
Valley Charter, Downy Woodpecker. Grade 2: Reina Williamson, 
Dow’s Prairie School, Great Blue Heron; Bryce Gruetzmacher, 
Dow’s Prairie School, Belted Kingfi shers; Disco Keenan, Salmon 
Creek School, American Redstart; Tessa French, Blue Lake 
School, Anna’s Hummingbird; Ernesto Aberson, Fuente Nueva 

Charter, Pileated Woodpecker; Jasper Gilkerson, Redwood Coast 
Montessori, Peregrine Falcon. Grades 3&4: Slate Savra, Fuente 
Nueva Charter, Barn Owls; Everett Smith, Fuente Nueva Charter, 
Bald Eagle; Caleb Pitlock, Washington School, American Robin; 
Bailey Anne Brown, Cutten School, Snowy Plover; Owen Hiscox, 
Cutten School, White-tailed Kite; Ella Kelley, Arcata Elementary, 
Great Egret. Grades 5&6: Silmarien Parker, Mattole Valley 
Charter, Barn Owl; Molly Gillespie, Mattole Valley Charter, 
Hummingbird; Cameron Hoffman, Mattole Valley Charter, 
Golden Eagle; Tabitha Walker-Bom, Six Rivers Montessori, 
Marbled Murrelet; Bodhi Jennings, Six Rivers Montessori, Red-
shouldered Hawk; Sadie Breen, Sunny Brae Middle School, 
Black-crowned Night-Heron. Grades 7-12: Perrin Turney, Six 
Rivers Charter High School, Red-breasted Sapsucker; Jo Turney, 
Six Rivers Charter High School, Purple Finch; Kolby Blinn, 
Sunny Brae Middle School, Belted Kingfi sher.

Snowy Plover, Madyson Nelson, Grade 4

Pileated Woodpecker, Nathan Bareilles, Grade 1

Spotted Owl, Makena Cecchin, Grade 1

Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Josephine Mizer, Grade 6
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By Hal Genger President’s Column

RRAS welcomes the following new members 
and subscribers:
Arcata - James Parker
Bayside - Sam Gregerson
Crescent City - Mike Johnson, Jean Rhynard
Eureka - L. R. Alexander, Karen Anderson-Palmer,     
 Cynthia Hooper, Tammy Liebl, Nancy 
 & Tony Wareika
Garberville - Herb Schwartz, Nancy Wilson
McKinleyville - Steven Bjorkstrand, Linda Cargill,  
 Sharlene Evans, Tristan Kiener, 
 Megan Potter
Scotia - Andrea Wilson
Trinidad - Julie Joynt
Whitethorn - Peter Galvin
We look forward to seeing you on field trips and at 
our monthly programs.

New Members

Welcome to the yearly Children’s Issue of the Sandpiper! 
This year we had another incredible display of quality art-
work submitted to the Godwit Days Student Bird Art Contest 
sponsored by RRAS and Friends of the Arcata Marsh. In this 
issue are a few examples of the artwork, but hopefully many 
of you got to see the vast array of student art displayed at 
the Community Center during Godwit Days. I always enjoy 
looking over their work. Thanks to all who were involved or-
ganizing, judging, and posting the entries. Copies of the win-
ners are on display at the Arcata Marsh Interpretive Center 
through June.
 Summer is a great time to improve your bird- friend-
ly yards by planting more native plants. This will enhance 
the beauty of your yards, support wild birds, and decrease 
your water bill. If you are interested in helping RRAS support 

bird-friendly yards or any other conservation project, please 
contact Jim Clark, or better yet attend the conservation com-
mittee meetings held the second Thursday of the month at 
noon at Rita’s Margaritas and Mexican Grill, 1111 5th Street 
Eureka.
 RRAS is always in need of more volunteers. We 
are in desperate need of someone to take over the secretarial 
duties at the monthly Board meetings and for someone to 
chair the program committee. We also need someone to help 
Harriet Hill with publicity. Harriet is doing a wonderful job, 
but may occasionally leave the area and we need someone 
to be able to fill in for her. Please let me (or any board mem-
ber) know if you are interested in volunteering; your service 
would be greatly appreciated.

Volunteer Corner
Godwit Days was an action-packed event, and RRAS 
once again offered food and beverage to the throngs who 
visited the Community Center. Chet Ogan took on the 
leadership role of organizing food, beverage, and supplies 
– thank you, Chet! 

We had a great crew of volunteers who helped 
out over the weekend, pouring coffee, baking pizza, and 
greeting the birding public. We couldn’t have done it 
without you! 

Godwit Café helpers were: Julie Alderson, 
Karen Anderson-Palmer, Jim & Donna Clark, Alexa 
DeJoannis, Hal Genger, Jeff Hart, Harriet Hill, Sierra 
Huffman, Syn-dee Noel, Lew & Judie Norton, Sydney 
Stewart.

RRAS Sponsors 13th Annual
Science Fair Award

By Sue Leskiw

2017 brought a tie for the best project related to birds or their 
habitat at the annual Humboldt County Science Fair held in 
mid-March, with the recipients splitting $50 in prize money.
 One of the projects was “Great Gray Owl Research 
in Arcata” by Owen Peterson, a 5th grader at Arcata 
Elementary School. Owen observed the rare owl, which 
arrived in his yard on December 24, 2016, over several 
months. He noted the time, temperature, exact location, 
and the owl’s behavior (e.g., successful hunting for voles, 
gophers, and wood rats; choice of roost sites; vocalization; 
interactions with ravens and a Barred Owl) and took many 
photos and videos. His videos of the owl helped biologists 
determine that it was a female and the same bird that had 
been seen in Prairie Creek State Park ten months earlier. 
Owen asked many questions of the hundreds of birders who 
came to see the owl. He also dissected a pellet he found, 
and identified the rodent bones inside. The owl was awarded 
runner-up for Humboldt County Bird of the Year at Godwit 
Days.
 The other project was “How Do Turkey Vultures 
Find Food?” by Calvin Zhang Sway, a 7th grader at Jacoby 
Creek School. His research questions were 1) whether 
Turkey Vultures could find food using only scent with no 
visual and 2) whether they would show interest in what looks 
like food but has no scent. He hypothesized a Yes answer to 
Question 1 and a No to Question 2. Calvin tested Question 1 
by hiding a trash can containing 20 pounds of meat under a 
tented area and leaving it for two weeks. He tested Question 
2 by laying out goose decoys on their sides. He set up game 
cameras that he checked every three days and kept track of 
all the animals that were photographed or that he observed 
in person at two sites in Bayside. While Calvin did not get 
any photos of Turkey Vultures at either site, he did observe 
two birds hovering 20-30 feet above the trash can on one 
occasion. Calvin was among only 19 Humboldt County 
students that were selected to compete in the state science 
fair in April.

Along the Eureka waterfront lies a strip of shore and 
riparian habitat that needs a name.  Join the fun and win a 
prize by suggesting a name for the former “Parcel Four” 
that Audubon has had a conservation easement on for many 
years. Formerly known as the “Devil’s Playground,” the 
somewhat notorious location near the Bayshore Mall is 
excellent habitat and has been rehabilitated at great effort.  
Now, the city of Eureka has given us the “naming rights” 
to this prime birding location.  Send suggestions by July 1 
to President Hal Genger (hal.genger@humboldt.edu). An 
appropriate award will go to the winning entry, to be 
determined by a vote of the Board.

Name That Shorebird Spot!  

Recipients of RRAS’s prize for best bird-related 
projects at the Humboldt County Science Fair Owen 
Peterson [left] and Calvin Zhang Sway [right], with 

Bruce Smith of the Eureka Rotary Club. Photo 
courtesy of Humboldt County Schools.

Photo by Sue Leskiw Northern Rough-winged Swallow © Alexa DeJoannis

Student Bird Art 
Contest Results

By Sue Leskiw

Some 819 local K-12 students entered the 14th Annual 
Student Bird Art Contest held in association with the 22nd 
Annual Godwit Days Spring Migration Bird Festival in mid-
April. RRAS and Friends of the Arcata Marsh cosponsored 
the competition. Copies of the fi rst-, second-, and third-prize 
winners, plus the habitat awards, are on display at the Arcata 
Marsh Interpretive Center during May and June.
 The winners were:

Kindergarten
First Place: Bony McKnight, Coastal Grove Charter, Varied Thrush
First Place: Coral Ventuleth, Kneeland School, American Avocet
Second Place: Elora Steffen, Coastal Grove Charter, Bald Eagle
Second Place: Eli Wilson, Dow’s Prairie School, American Goldfi nch
Third Place: Drew Brady, Dow’s Prairie School, Western Grebe
Third Place: Amaya Teraoka, Dow’s Prairie School, Tufted Puffi n

Grade 1
First Place: Carina McDonald, Union Street Charter, American Robin
First Place: Jordan Andersen, Union Street Charter, Osprey
First Place: Jordan Todd, Salmon Creek School, Hairy Woodpecker
Second Place: Jadyn Dunn, Union Street Charter, Red-shouldered Hawk
Second Place: Glenys Stockwell, Union Street Charter, American Goldfinch
Second Place: Makena Cecchin, Union Street Charter, Spotted Owl
Third Place: Lyla Porter, Union Street Charter, Spotted Owl
Third Place: Eleanor Abell, Arcata Elementary, Snowy Plover
Third Place: Brianna Helms, Dow’s Prairie School, Great Blue Heron

Grade 2
First Place: Melia Paliaga, Redwood Coast Montessori, Black-
crowned Night-Heron
First Place: Brenden Knight, Trinity Valley Elementary, 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee
Second Place: Mackenzie Coleman, Casterlin School, Spotted Owl
Second Place: Carlo Campagna, Redwood Coast Montessori, Osprey
Third Place: Gavilan Loetterle, Redwood Coast Montessori, 
American Goldfi nch
Third Place: Oni Orcutt, Trinity Valley Elementary, Bullock’s Oriole

Grades 3&4
First Place: Sophie Griffi n, Six Rivers Montessori, American Avocet
First Place: Asa Jules, Fuente Nueva Charter, Steller’s Jay
Second Place: Catarina Freitas, Mattole Valley Charter, Common 
Yellowthroat
Second Place: Joey Hodges, Union Street Charter, Western Grebe 
Third Place: Marcella Romero, Fuente Nueva Charter, Red-
breasted Nuthatch
Third Place: October Mintey, Freshwater School, Cedar Waxwing

Grades 5&6
First Place: Josephine Mizer, Alder Grove Charter, Chestnut-
backed Chickadee
First Place: Vinny Trucks, Mattole Valley Charter, Steller’s Jay
Second Place: Alexis Maldonado, Mattole Valley Charter, 
Great Blue Heron
Second Place: Phoenix Williams, Mattole Valley Charter, 
American Widgeon
Third Place: Kaleb Redman, Mattole Valley Charter, 
Pileated Woodpecker
Third Place: Meguire Bartosz, Alder Grove Charter, 
Peregrine Falcon

Grades 7 through 12
First Place: Gabriel Fugate, Mattole Valley Charter, Purple Finch
Second Place: Tori McConnell, Academy of the Redwoods, 
Marbled Godwit
Third Place: Lilia Mizer, Alder Grove Charter, Barn Owl

Best Depiction of a Bird in Its Habitat
Nathan Bareilles, Grade 1, Union Street Charter School, Pileated 
Woodpecker; Kyla Previte, Grade 2, Dow’s Prairie School, 
Pileated Woodpeckers; Madyson Nelson, Grade 4, Union Street 
Charter School, Snowy Plover; Saanvi Virnave, Grade 4, Fuente 
Nueva Charter School, Western Meadowlark; Rogue Russell, 
Grade 6, Sunny Brae Middle School, Great Blue Heron

Honorable Mentions
Kindergarten: Jessica Rodriguez, Stanwood Murphy 
Elementary, Spotted Owl; Logan Wissing, Dow’s Prairie School, 
Buffl ehead; Cabella Carper, Dow’s Prairie School, Tufted Puffi n; 
Nicole Davis, Dow’s Prairie School, Spotted Towhee; Lilia 
Mendes, Dow’s Prairie School, Western Grebe; Naiya Castillo, 
Dow’s Prairie School, Steller’s Jay. Grade 1: Emma Taft-Hovie, 
Fuente Nueva Charter, Belted Kingfi sher; Krae Laier, Dow’s 
Prairie School, Pileated Woodpecker; Sophia Castillo, Dow’s 
Prairie School, American Goldfi nches; Payten Burchett, Dow’s 
Prairie School, Common Yellowthroat; Ricardo Freitas, Mattole 
Valley Charter, Downy Woodpecker. Grade 2: Reina Williamson, 
Dow’s Prairie School, Great Blue Heron; Bryce Gruetzmacher, 
Dow’s Prairie School, Belted Kingfi shers; Disco Keenan, Salmon 
Creek School, American Redstart; Tessa French, Blue Lake 
School, Anna’s Hummingbird; Ernesto Aberson, Fuente Nueva 

Charter, Pileated Woodpecker; Jasper Gilkerson, Redwood Coast 
Montessori, Peregrine Falcon. Grades 3&4: Slate Savra, Fuente 
Nueva Charter, Barn Owls; Everett Smith, Fuente Nueva Charter, 
Bald Eagle; Caleb Pitlock, Washington School, American Robin; 
Bailey Anne Brown, Cutten School, Snowy Plover; Owen Hiscox, 
Cutten School, White-tailed Kite; Ella Kelley, Arcata Elementary, 
Great Egret. Grades 5&6: Silmarien Parker, Mattole Valley 
Charter, Barn Owl; Molly Gillespie, Mattole Valley Charter, 
Hummingbird; Cameron Hoffman, Mattole Valley Charter, 
Golden Eagle; Tabitha Walker-Bom, Six Rivers Montessori, 
Marbled Murrelet; Bodhi Jennings, Six Rivers Montessori, Red-
shouldered Hawk; Sadie Breen, Sunny Brae Middle School, 
Black-crowned Night-Heron. Grades 7-12: Perrin Turney, Six 
Rivers Charter High School, Red-breasted Sapsucker; Jo Turney, 
Six Rivers Charter High School, Purple Finch; Kolby Blinn, 
Sunny Brae Middle School, Belted Kingfi sher.

Snowy Plover, Madyson Nelson, Grade 4

Pileated Woodpecker, Nathan Bareilles, Grade 1

Spotted Owl, Makena Cecchin, Grade 1

Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Josephine Mizer, Grade 6



12th Annual Student Nature Writing Contest
By Tom Leskiw, Contest Organizer

Godwit Days
eBird Central

by Kimberly Hollinger

2017 marked the tenth year of Godwit Days Festival 
eBird submissions! This year we submitted 154 
checklists from the Godwit Days Field trips, and 
they’re still coming in.  These checklists contain 
observations of 235 birds identifi ed to the species level 
and another 20 birds identifi ed below species level. The 
cumulative total of checklists from Godwit Days for 
all ten years is 1,021 checklists with 303 bird species. 
Look on the Godwit Days website (godwitdays.org) 
for a summary of the counts of all species and the 
locations covered during this year’s festival.

This is a great contribution to citizen science!  
eBird (ebird.org) is a vital link keeping managers and 
scientists up-to-date on changes in bird populations that 
everyone, total novice to ace birder, plays an important 
role in.  Check it out!

A huge thank-you to all of trip leaders and 
participants who shared their expertise and lists. The 
Humboldt Bay and Klamath Bird Observatories again 
provided assistance at the eBird Central booth. We are 
still on board with helping to get additional lists uploaded 
to the eBird site. If you have a list that you would like to 
share, please get in touch with Kim Hollinger at krh@
klamathbird.org or 707-616-4787. We can arrange to 
meet, or if you prefer, you can simply take a photo of 
your fi eld notes, email the photo(s) and we can enter 
the data.
 Thank you again for your participation. Great 
birding!
(The Species Summary is viewable on the online 
Sandpiper at www.rras.org )

 Barn Owl, Lilia Mizer, Grade 9Kayla Fiedler Ellie Pumpkin

 What is Nature?
A great ball of fi re pushing the stars 
away higher, working together to make 
a symbiosis of peace.
I see roots tangling, trees twisting
coming softly the rain is misting.
Fields of fl owers will draw you close
but the image of sunsets will be remembered most.

I know the obscure oceans,
the most hidden animals, the most obvious trees
the quite secret bees.

Up above the birds do glide
down below the rivers stretch wide.
Tropical coral reefs look up
to see sun touched leaves.

Tiny insects scatter across the damp forest fl oor.
Up above, jumping around from vine to vine 
come the groups of monkeys, twenty maybe more.
The blossoms on your tree at home, 
far out beyond them will animals roam.

The saddest cry, the happiest smile
berries and bushes,
trees and turtles processing and growing
all the while.
Streaming waters, driest sands
encased in this world of spectacular lands.

Junior Division: 1st Place
Kayla Fiedler
5th Grade, Six Rivers Montessori

Senior Division: 1st Place 
Ellie Pumpkin, 12th Grade
Academy of the Redwoods Early College High 
School
What Nature Means to Me

I feel most myself with dirt caked under my fi ngernails 
and evergreens looming overhead. When I see grey 
storm clouds form outside my windshield, I don’t think 
of how wet my socks will be by the end of the day or 
how slow I’ll have to drive on the freeway. I imagine the 
joy of feeling thunder rumble through my bones and the 
familiar scent of rain on fresh soils. When the sun peeks 
through cloud banks on quiet Sunday mornings, I feel 
every cell in my body catch fi re. It is often impossible 
for bad days to exist when sunshine is tapping on my 
shoulder.

Having lived in a rural pocket of northern 
California all my life, nature is no foreign concept to 
me. I spent my childhood climbing Coast Redwood 
trees, splashing through clear streams, and making 
magic potions from fl owers growing in my backyard. 
The past seventeen years have bestowed upon me a 
deep connection to the natural world, a bond that only 
grows stronger with time. Some days I wake up at 5 a.m. 
and drive to Avenue of the Giants to watch the sky give 
birth to the sun. As light fi lters gently through branches, 
the whole forest bathes in yellow and gold. Red tree 
bark patterns swirl and curve like they’re dancing and 
water droplets fall gracefully to the fl oor. The earth has 
a heartbeat that is in sync with my own and I realize that 
I have never felt more at peace with the world. 

The complexities of nature humble me in a 
way that nothing else can. From the tip of a rose thorn 
to the fi n of a blue whale, I am in awe of the life this 
earth has created. I cherish thoughts of morning dew, 
watermelon sunsets, and sea anemones dwelling in 
coastal tide pools. The fi erceness of the sea and the 
pumpkin spider spinning webs on my front porch spring 
poems from me like daffodils in April. I’ve lost count of 
the number of times that cherry blossoms and the rush 
of the Mad River have brought me to tears, for these 
phenomena remind me that there are entities far greater 
and timeless than myself.  

Nothing will ever move me as much as the 
essence of nature has. The power and beauty it possesses 
have taught me of resilience, modesty, and gratitude 
all within the brief course of my lifetime. Inspiration 
pours from every raincloud and seeps from every 
blossom, a source of eternal divinity. Ingrained with an 
undying appreciation and respect for this existence, I 
will continue to draw strength and knowledge from the 
nature that surrounds me for the rest of my life. 

The judges were pleased to see a continued high 
number of submissions this year: 48. Because of 
this, a Junior and a Senior Division were created: 4th 
through 7th grade and 8th through 12th. The work of 
both 1st-place winners follows. The work of all the 
writing contest winners will be posted at www.rras.
org as a downloadable pdf booklet sometime in June.
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Gary Falxa and CJ Ralph
Our ecoregion lost a true friend to wildlife when 

Dr. Lowell Diller passed away on March 4.  Lowell was 
a consummate wildlife biologist and conservationist, 
a role model, a dear mentor, and a treasured and 
trusted colleague. 

Growing up around Grants Pass, he developed 
a love for things wild and after getting a Ph.D. in 
Zoology from the University of Idaho in 1981, he took 
an academic position in the Biology Department at 
Frostburg State University in Maryland. In 1990, he 
took a job where he felt he could put his academic 
ideas into practice and then spent the rest of his 
career in Northwestern California as the senior 
wildlife biologist for the Simpson Timber Company 
(now Green Diamond). Lowell’s death also touched 
his family deeply, and details about his life are in his 
obituary. (Link to obituary is available on our website). 

Lowell used Green Diamond’s extensive holdings 
in the redwood region to study forest wildlife and 
how to best conserve them on lands managed for 
timber production. His work encompassed diverse 
species, including torrent salamanders, tailed frogs, 
fi shers, red-backed voles, and northern spotted owls. 
With many scientifi c publications, he became widely 
respected for his knowledge of forest wildlife and 
their management on timberlands. 

Well-known for his work to conserve spotted 
owls, he also served in lower-profi le ways, including 27 
years on the Arcata Community Forest Management 
Committee, and advising Save the Redwoods League 
on how to improve amphibian habitat on previously-
logged, degraded forests. 

When barred owls expanded their range into 
West Coast forests, Lowell used data collected 
for decades on Green Diamond lands to evaluate 
the eff ects the newcomer would have on northern 
spotted owls. When initial results looked bad for 
spotted owls, Lowell bravely led a study (where federal 
agencies apparently feared to tread) to determine, 
experimentally, the eff ect of barred owls on the 
Northern spotted owl. � is required removing—
by shooting)—barred owls that had moved into 
spotted owl territories. While Lowell disliked the 
idea of shooting any owl, he felt that it was necessary 
to conserve spotted owls.  He went ahead and did 
the shooting himself, rather than make someone 
else do it.

Wildlife professionals throughout the region 
recognized Lowell’s ability to make and maintain 
bridges. As a professor, a well-published scientist, 
and an active and eff ective advocate for animals, 
Lowell put a very human face on a timber company 
and fostered trust with conservationists and wildlife 
professionals alike. 

Beyond Lowell’s contributions to the conservation 

Kin to the Earth:  Dr. Lowell Diller

of forest wildlife in the North Coast region, perhaps 
his greatest legacy is the many students and young 
professionals whose lives and careers he touched. 
Lowell made time to serve as a well-liked adjunct 
wildlife professor at Humboldt State University, 
where he taught (without pay) courses on reptile and 
amphibian management, mentored undergraduates, 
and advised many graduate students. He loved to 
take students and others into the fi eld, imparting 
his knowledge and enthusiasm for wildlife 
and their study. 

To honor and remember Lowell, an endowment 
has been established to support scholarships for HSU 

Dr. Lowell Diller holds a juevenile northern spotted owl, likely from one of his Green Diamond study populations. 
Photo:  Courtesy of David Diller.

students who share his passion for wildlife, fi eld work, 
and mentoring others. � ose who wish to contribute 
to the fund can make checks payable to “Humboldt 
State University Advancement Foundation,” note in 
the memo line that the donation is for the Lowell 
Diller Wildlife Scholarship Endowment, and mail to:  
Gift Processing Center, Cashiers Offi  ce - SBS 285, 
Humboldt State University, 1 Harpst Street, Arcata, 
CA 95521.

In recognition for his contributions to the 
knowledge and conservation of wildlife species and 
their habitats, we humbly honor Lowell Diller as 
Kin to the Earth.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
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a lot of rivers and handled a lot of fi sh, dead and alive.
When I was ready for a permanent position, I 

found  a perfect opportunity in my hometown at 
Sanctuary Forest. I am a Land and Water Program 
Coordinator. What does that mean? Sanctuary 
Forest is a land and water trust, working to conserve 
land and water in the Mattole watershed. 

I can’t decide which I like more (land or water), 
so I work in both programs. We hold conservation 
easements, which is a way for private landowners 
to conserve their land forever. I have the privilege 
to monitor the beautiful land to make sure it is 
preserved. Sanctuary Forest has state of the art 
water conservation projects. For example, we are 
trying to improve the water fl ow in the Mattole River 
in two ways. � e fi rst is by addressing the impact 
on streamfl ow from current human use by using 
storage and forbearance. � e second is by addressing 
past land-use impacts by increasing groundwater 
infi ltration and storage. I measure the streamfl ow 
and groundwater associated with these projects to 
monitor the eff ects. 

If the opportunity arises for a student who “likes 
to breathe” to work with the NEC or any other 
environmental organization, I highly recommend it. 
� ere are so many projects, and there is such a need! 

Ruby Jean Garcia
Sometimes the outdoors can be intimidating, 

but recreating with people who look like you can 
off er a sense of familiarity and level of comfort in an 
otherwise uncomfortable space.  

We are excited to highlight the fi rst Latino 
Outdoors Club, established at Humboldt State 
University last year to provide a safe space for members 
to get outside and explore Humboldt County using 
community to remove the barriers between people 
and the outdoors. Providing this space for folks who 
have been traditionally underrepresented in the 
outdoors is key in diversifying our outdoor spaces 
and promoting environmentalism. 

� e Club also seeks to foster the growth, 
empowerment, and academic success of our Club 
members by way of outdoor recreation. In doing so, 
the club will leverage... 

Katrina Nystrom

Katrina Nystrom measuring streamfl ow in the Upper Mattole 
Mainstem near Whitethorn, CA, July 2016..

Katrina Nystrom
In 2009, I was a student at HSU working toward a 

double major in international studies and geography, 
and spent most of my time playing rugby. I did not 
know which career to pursue, but I did know that I 
cared about the environment. I had been awarded 
work-study through fi nancial aid and the Northcoast 
Environmental Center (NEC) was an option listed. 
When I didn’t hear back right away about my inquiry, 
I walked into the NEC offi  ce, which was in Northtown 
Arcata at the time, and spoke with then-director 
Georgianna Wood. I remember her asking me why I 
cared about the environment and my response was, 
“I like to breathe.”

Times became pretty rough for the organization 
while I was there. We didn’t have much capacity for 
programs, but we made sure the basic functions for 
a non-profi t were met because we believed that the 
NEC would be robust again one day. We made sure 
to have the offi  ce open for at least a couple hours a 
day and that all inquiries were addressed. 

� e NEC has what I believe to be a unique 
setup for its board of directors. Most of the 
directors are representatives of other environmental 
organizations (NEC Member Groups). � is provided 
an opportunity to learn a lot about how non-profi ts 
work and about the plethora of environmental 
organizations and focus issues in our area. 

� ere were big strides happening to remove 
the Klamath Dams while I was with the NEC. I 
remember posting a timeline to our offi  ce window 
for the removal of the dams—2020 seemed so far 
away and there were so many potential barriers 
that could detract from the goal of dam removal. 
It was inspiring that so much work had been put 
into an existing plan, and at the same time it was 
discouraging that the plan might not go through. 

Another big event was the Humboldt County 
General Plan Update, with meetings held to discuss 
how we could make the county a healthy place while 
also protecting the environment. � rough these two 
issues, I learned about the long periods of time that 
can pass before progress is made, and that it was not 
relative to my semesters at school.

I left the NEC after my graduation from HSU 
for an internship with the Student Conservation 
Association on Lake Texoma. I was an AmeriCorps 
Member with the Watershed Stewards Project, 
which I had originally learned about during my time 
at the NEC. I worked as a fi sheries technician for a 
couple of years doing work such as spawner surveys, 
snorkel surveys, operating downstream migrant 
traps, carcass surveys, and habitat surveys. I hiked in Continued on page 20

Fourth in a series featuring student groups and clubs that 
work toward a better environment. 

 HSU: 
       latino outdoors

We at the NEC are fortunate to have had some fantastic 
volunteers, interns and work-study students over the years! 
Here’s an update on one of our former Offi  ce Assistants 
from 2009-2010.

Latino Outdoors members hiking in the redwoods. 

Where are they now?
I remember [being asked] why I cared 

about the environment and my 
response was, “I like to breathe.”
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is fi nding industry, corporations and 
politicians that are actively setting up 
shell organizations to provide counter 
arguments using fake science. � ese 
shell organizations do not vet their 
research and information in peer-
reviewed scientifi c journals, they vet 
them on right-wing television to sway 
public opinion, and then engage the 
duped public in the political process.  

We must be diligent in examining 
the source of information used to make 

decisions. In addition, we must assure that we 
are clear when referencing professional scientifi c 
sources vs. informed opinions, and remember that 
they are not the same. Both have a place in public 
forum, but they should not be used in the same way 
as equivalent sources. 

If you want more information on legislation 
that is being discussed or acted on in coming weeks, 
I encourage you to join the NEC Conservation 
Action Group. Send your name and email address to 
dan.sealy@yournec.org. 

Good News, Bad News
In this divisive atmosphere, conservationists 

actually have cause to celebrate and champion some 
good news. Congress passed a continuing budget 
resolution that extends through August, that does 
not include the dozens of horrible  legislative “riders” 
that would have weakened our environmental laws 
including the Endangered Species Act. � is is a good 
time to thank your representatives in Congress for 
their careful work for a better bill for public health 
and our planet. 

However, these two items are in need of 
conservation voices: take action by writing to or 
calling your elected offi  cials! (See contact info in the 
box to the right).

National Monuments
Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke has released 

the list of priority areas to be assessed for acreage 
reductions by Congress. � is would be unprecedented, 
and we have a real opportunity to stop this eff ort. 
Included in those priority areas to be reduced are 
several in California including Cascade–Siskiyou 
National Monument, which extends from southern 
Oregon to northern California and is one of the most 
biologically rich regions in the nation. (See page 6 for 
more information on National Monuments.)

Keeping Action Centered 
in a Chaotic Time

When I began this column over fi ve years ago we 
reported on (mostly) good legislation and actions in 
Washington. President Obama was a fi rewall with a 
veto against the most egregious federal actions, so 
the details of goings-on in Washington was not of 
great interest to many. � e elections last November 
and accompanying legislative agenda, however, have 
resulted in genuine concerns. 

Ethical lows and a multitude of investigations  
have  ramped up interest in news from Washington. 
I was just a few steps from the rotunda of the 
Russel Senate Offi  ce building, where major 
news outlets interview members of Congress on 
breaking news, when the fi ring of FBI Director 
Comey was announced. I had been in the building 
to attend a meeting of conservation organizations, 
ornithologists, and members of Congress to discuss 
ways to assure protections for migratory birds. 
Leaving the meeting, I saw a fl urry of television 
pundits surrounding members of Congress who 
were confused, surprised and concerned with the 
news they had just received about Director Comey. 

� ere is much to be concerned about, but we 
at the NEC are focused on the issues that aff ect the 
protection of our resources and public lands. We 
will continue to give you information on priority 
conservation issues and ways to eff ectively have a 
voice in those issues and leave  partisan political news 
to the news media .  � e work for conservationists  is 
to be informed of the larger political conversations 
but to remain focused on conservation. 

At that meeting on migratory birds, Sen. 
Whitehouse (D-RI), who is the ranking member 
(senior Democrat) on the Senate committee 
investigating “Russiagate”, was hosting our meeting. 
Sen. Whitehouse carefully told us his concern: fake 
science.  He reported that for every science issue 
being discussed in Congress, whether climate change 
or clean water, there is an active move to counter real 
science with fake science. 

We have seen this in the public debate over 
climate change, of course, but he warned us that 
that is now the tip of the iceberg. For every issue that 
concerns scientists and conservationists, Congress 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 

Eyeon
Washington

Write or call the following Congressmen 
regarding our National Monuments:

Congressman Jared Huff man: � ank him 
for the bills he introduced and supported that 
increased protections of our public lands by 
designating them as National Monuments.
www.huff man.house.gov
1406 Longworth House Offi  ce Bldg
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161

Congressman Raul Grijalva: � ank Rep. 
Grijalva, as the ranking member of the 
committee, for his consistent support of 
National Monuments and public lands 
protections and your concerns regarding any 
changes.
www.grijalva.house.gov
1511 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: 202-225-2435

Congressman Rob Bishop: Explain why you 
disagree with his attempts to reduce protections 
on public lands that belong to all Americans. 
(Bishop keeps trying to give public lands in Utah 
to the state.)
www.robbishop.house.gov
123 Cannon House Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Phone: 202-225-0453

Congressman Doug LaMalfa: Cascades 
Siskiyou National Monument is in his district 
just east of us and Rep. LaMalfa has supported 
moves to remove land from  National 
Monument protection.  Tell him why recreation 
and conservation of our resources, including 
water, is important.
www.lamalfa.house.gov
322 Cannon House Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: 202-225-3076

Write or call our California Senators in 
support of the Endangered Species Act:

Senator Diane Feinstein 
www.feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate Offi  ce Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone:  202-224-3841

Senator Kamala Harris
www.harris.senate.gov 
112 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553

Endangered Species Act (ESA)
As we have reported before, Congress has 

declared war on the ESA. Two bills were introduced 
in the Senate—S. 375 and S. 376—to amend the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 in order to establish 
a procedure for approval of certain settlements.
Write to your Senators to oppose Senate bills that 
would cripple the eff ective protections of our most 
vulnerable species and limit the ability of the public 
to assure enforcement of the ESA. 

Emma Held, Project Manager
California voters passed Senate Bill 270 in 

November 2016 to ban plastic bags from distribution 
in stores and ultimately to reduce the quantity of 
plastic bags in our waste stream—a victory for 
prevention-minded individuals and organizations!

As with most legislation, implementation takes 
some adjustment. Since the November election, many 
stores have made the necessary changes to comply 
with the new law: removing the ready-to-load plastic 
bag rack at the checkout counter, replacing carry-
out bags with paper, displaying signage encouraging 
customers to bring their own bags, and training 
check-out clerks to notify shoppers that bags at their 
counter are available for a 10-cent charge.

However, some establishments have not 
complied, do not inform customers that the bags 
they supply cost ten cents, and do not encourage 
shoppers to bring their own reusable bags.

Some of the big box stores have found a loophole 
that allows them to provide a “reusable” bag made 
of thicker plastic. While this is technically in 
compliance, it does not support the law’s intent to 
reduce the amount of plastic in our waste stream, 
ultimately polluting our beautiful coastline. (For 
more on this topic, see page 10). 

An initial study conducted by three Humboldt 

BYOB: Update on the Plastic Bag Ban
State engineering students for Zero Waste Humboldt 
in the spring of 2017 indicates that California’s 
Single-Use Carryout Bag Ban has begun to reduce 
the amount of single-use plastic bags. However, there 
is still much work to be done. If you are passionate 
about the quality of our marine ecosystems, you 
understand that all plastic is a problem for wildlife 
and our environment.

So, what can you do about the problem?

BYOB! Bring Your Own Bag!
Extra points for using locally-made bags and 

using reusable produce bags!
Support Businesses That Are In Compliance!

If you see any type of plastic bag at the checkout 
counter, take your money elsewhere! � is could be 
an eff ective way to send a message to establishments 
that are not yet complying.

Spread Good Examples!
Send your eco-concious 

friends and Zero Waste Humboldt 
a cellphone photo of good examples 
of stores in compliance. � is will 
help spread support for stores that 
are in compliance.
Speak Up!

If you see stores that still have 
single-use plastic bags or “reusable” 
thick plastic bags, or do not inform 
customers that the bags they 
give out at the counter cost ten 
cents, ask them when they plan 
to implement the new single-use 
carryout bag ban law.

No need for confrontation, 
simply inquire when they will 
begin to reduce plastics, and off er 
the Zero Waste Humboldt email 
for information and assistance:  
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org.

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs

• Organic teas 

• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.
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NCCS Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services
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PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502
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Commercial office cleaning, 
window cleaning, and 

carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com

Plastic bags pose numerous threats to environmental health. Oceanic animals often 
mistake plastic bags for food. Photo: MichaelisScientists, WikimediaCommons.com.
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is fi nding industry, corporations and 
politicians that are actively setting up 
shell organizations to provide counter 
arguments using fake science. � ese 
shell organizations do not vet their 
research and information in peer-
reviewed scientifi c journals, they vet 
them on right-wing television to sway 
public opinion, and then engage the 
duped public in the political process.  

We must be diligent in examining 
the source of information used to make 

decisions. In addition, we must assure that we 
are clear when referencing professional scientifi c 
sources vs. informed opinions, and remember that 
they are not the same. Both have a place in public 
forum, but they should not be used in the same way 
as equivalent sources. 

If you want more information on legislation 
that is being discussed or acted on in coming weeks, 
I encourage you to join the NEC Conservation 
Action Group. Send your name and email address to 
dan.sealy@yournec.org. 

Good News, Bad News
In this divisive atmosphere, conservationists 

actually have cause to celebrate and champion some 
good news. Congress passed a continuing budget 
resolution that extends through August, that does 
not include the dozens of horrible  legislative “riders” 
that would have weakened our environmental laws 
including the Endangered Species Act. � is is a good 
time to thank your representatives in Congress for 
their careful work for a better bill for public health 
and our planet. 

However, these two items are in need of 
conservation voices: take action by writing to or 
calling your elected offi  cials! (See contact info in the 
box to the right).

National Monuments
Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke has released 

the list of priority areas to be assessed for acreage 
reductions by Congress. � is would be unprecedented, 
and we have a real opportunity to stop this eff ort. 
Included in those priority areas to be reduced are 
several in California including Cascade–Siskiyou 
National Monument, which extends from southern 
Oregon to northern California and is one of the most 
biologically rich regions in the nation. (See page 6 for 
more information on National Monuments.)

Keeping Action Centered 
in a Chaotic Time

When I began this column over fi ve years ago we 
reported on (mostly) good legislation and actions in 
Washington. President Obama was a fi rewall with a 
veto against the most egregious federal actions, so 
the details of goings-on in Washington was not of 
great interest to many. � e elections last November 
and accompanying legislative agenda, however, have 
resulted in genuine concerns. 

Ethical lows and a multitude of investigations  
have  ramped up interest in news from Washington. 
I was just a few steps from the rotunda of the 
Russel Senate Offi  ce building, where major 
news outlets interview members of Congress on 
breaking news, when the fi ring of FBI Director 
Comey was announced. I had been in the building 
to attend a meeting of conservation organizations, 
ornithologists, and members of Congress to discuss 
ways to assure protections for migratory birds. 
Leaving the meeting, I saw a fl urry of television 
pundits surrounding members of Congress who 
were confused, surprised and concerned with the 
news they had just received about Director Comey. 

� ere is much to be concerned about, but we 
at the NEC are focused on the issues that aff ect the 
protection of our resources and public lands. We 
will continue to give you information on priority 
conservation issues and ways to eff ectively have a 
voice in those issues and leave  partisan political news 
to the news media .  � e work for conservationists  is 
to be informed of the larger political conversations 
but to remain focused on conservation. 

At that meeting on migratory birds, Sen. 
Whitehouse (D-RI), who is the ranking member 
(senior Democrat) on the Senate committee 
investigating “Russiagate”, was hosting our meeting. 
Sen. Whitehouse carefully told us his concern: fake 
science.  He reported that for every science issue 
being discussed in Congress, whether climate change 
or clean water, there is an active move to counter real 
science with fake science. 

We have seen this in the public debate over 
climate change, of course, but he warned us that 
that is now the tip of the iceberg. For every issue that 
concerns scientists and conservationists, Congress 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 
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Write or call the following Congressmen 
regarding our National Monuments:

Congressman Jared Huff man: � ank him 
for the bills he introduced and supported that 
increased protections of our public lands by 
designating them as National Monuments.
www.huff man.house.gov
1406 Longworth House Offi  ce Bldg
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161

Congressman Raul Grijalva: � ank Rep. 
Grijalva, as the ranking member of the 
committee, for his consistent support of 
National Monuments and public lands 
protections and your concerns regarding any 
changes.
www.grijalva.house.gov
1511 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: 202-225-2435

Congressman Rob Bishop: Explain why you 
disagree with his attempts to reduce protections 
on public lands that belong to all Americans. 
(Bishop keeps trying to give public lands in Utah 
to the state.)
www.robbishop.house.gov
123 Cannon House Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Phone: 202-225-0453

Congressman Doug LaMalfa: Cascades 
Siskiyou National Monument is in his district 
just east of us and Rep. LaMalfa has supported 
moves to remove land from  National 
Monument protection.  Tell him why recreation 
and conservation of our resources, including 
water, is important.
www.lamalfa.house.gov
322 Cannon House Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: 202-225-3076

Write or call our California Senators in 
support of the Endangered Species Act:

Senator Diane Feinstein 
www.feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate Offi  ce Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone:  202-224-3841

Senator Kamala Harris
www.harris.senate.gov 
112 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553

Endangered Species Act (ESA)
As we have reported before, Congress has 

declared war on the ESA. Two bills were introduced 
in the Senate—S. 375 and S. 376—to amend the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 in order to establish 
a procedure for approval of certain settlements.
Write to your Senators to oppose Senate bills that 
would cripple the eff ective protections of our most 
vulnerable species and limit the ability of the public 
to assure enforcement of the ESA. 

Emma Held, Project Manager
California voters passed Senate Bill 270 in 

November 2016 to ban plastic bags from distribution 
in stores and ultimately to reduce the quantity of 
plastic bags in our waste stream—a victory for 
prevention-minded individuals and organizations!

As with most legislation, implementation takes 
some adjustment. Since the November election, many 
stores have made the necessary changes to comply 
with the new law: removing the ready-to-load plastic 
bag rack at the checkout counter, replacing carry-
out bags with paper, displaying signage encouraging 
customers to bring their own bags, and training 
check-out clerks to notify shoppers that bags at their 
counter are available for a 10-cent charge.

However, some establishments have not 
complied, do not inform customers that the bags 
they supply cost ten cents, and do not encourage 
shoppers to bring their own reusable bags.

Some of the big box stores have found a loophole 
that allows them to provide a “reusable” bag made 
of thicker plastic. While this is technically in 
compliance, it does not support the law’s intent to 
reduce the amount of plastic in our waste stream, 
ultimately polluting our beautiful coastline. (For 
more on this topic, see page 10). 

An initial study conducted by three Humboldt 

BYOB: Update on the Plastic Bag Ban
State engineering students for Zero Waste Humboldt 
in the spring of 2017 indicates that California’s 
Single-Use Carryout Bag Ban has begun to reduce 
the amount of single-use plastic bags. However, there 
is still much work to be done. If you are passionate 
about the quality of our marine ecosystems, you 
understand that all plastic is a problem for wildlife 
and our environment.

So, what can you do about the problem?

BYOB! Bring Your Own Bag!
Extra points for using locally-made bags and 

using reusable produce bags!
Support Businesses That Are In Compliance!

If you see any type of plastic bag at the checkout 
counter, take your money elsewhere! � is could be 
an eff ective way to send a message to establishments 
that are not yet complying.

Spread Good Examples!
Send your eco-concious 

friends and Zero Waste Humboldt 
a cellphone photo of good examples 
of stores in compliance. � is will 
help spread support for stores that 
are in compliance.
Speak Up!

If you see stores that still have 
single-use plastic bags or “reusable” 
thick plastic bags, or do not inform 
customers that the bags they 
give out at the counter cost ten 
cents, ask them when they plan 
to implement the new single-use 
carryout bag ban law.

No need for confrontation, 
simply inquire when they will 
begin to reduce plastics, and off er 
the Zero Waste Humboldt email 
for information and assistance:  
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org.

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs

• Organic teas 

• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka

~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical 

NCCS Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services

707-269-0180  
PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502

The Green Cleaning 
Specialists

Commercial office cleaning, 
window cleaning, and 

carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com

Plastic bags pose numerous threats to environmental health. Oceanic animals often 
mistake plastic bags for food. Photo: MichaelisScientists, WikimediaCommons.com.



Jun/Jul 2017    EcoNewswww.yournec.org15

Citizen Scientists Look for Sources of Contamination

Below: Todd Kraemer of Pacifi c Watershed Associates and 
long-time Baykeeper volunteer Kerry McNamee drawing 
samples from Janes Creek on March 10, 2016. 

Jennifer Kalt, Director

Citizen Science for 
Clean Water

Since 2005, Humboldt Baykeeper’s Citizen Water 
Monitoring Program has sampled streams from Little 
River to Elk River.  In 2015, the U.S. EPA designated 
six creeks as “impaired” by bacteria, based on our 
data. Since then, we have been working with the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board and Humboldt 
County Public Health Lab to identify sources using 
genetic analysis. � is method will pinpoint the 
source animals and will measure the fraction in 
each sample that comes from humans, cattle, dogs, 
birds, and other wildlife. After four sampling events 
in 2016, we are waiting for the results of the genetic 
analysis, which Humboldt County Public Health Lab 
is perfecting. Below right are the E. coli levels from 
March 10, 2016.

What is  E. coli? 
E. coli is a type of bacteria that lives in the guts of warm-blooded 

animals. It is an indicator of fecal bacteria and viruses that can cause 
illness when ingested in food or water. People can be exposed to it by 
drinking contaminated water or through contact with polluted water when 
swimming, surfi ng, etc. You can prevent exposure by avoiding contact with 
streams, bay, and ocean for 24-48 hours after storms.

E. coli
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Environmental Protection Information Center
Keeping Northwest California Wild SInce 1977

Tom Wheeler, Executive Director
� e federal courts have just taken the Humboldt 

marten off  of death row. In response to a lawsuit 
brought by the Environmental Protection Information 
Center and the Center for Biological Diversity, a federal 
judge has overturned an April 2014 decision by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service denying endangered species 
protection to the Humboldt marten (also known as 
the coastal marten). � e Fish and Wildlife Service will 
have to revisit their decision on the fate of our furry 
friends by October 1, 2018. Without listing, recovery 
of the marten is likely impossible.

A small carnivore related to minks and otters, 
the Humboldt marten is found only in old-growth 
forest and dense coastal shrub in Northern California 
and Southern and central coastal Oregon. Believed 
extinct until 1996 due to historic fur trapping and 
loss of old-growth forest habitats they inhabit, 
Humboldt martens are now known to occur in only 
three small, isolated populations in California and 
Oregon. Since then researchers have continued to 
detect martens using track plates and hair snares. 

Today, there are less than 100 Humboldt martens 
left in California. � is number is so low that a single 
event—disease, poisoning, fi re—could eradicate all 
Humboldt martens from California. � e species 
could also easily drift towards extinction on its 
own. We have seen an alarming dip in population. 
Between 2001 and 2012, the remaining population of 
Humboldt martens has declined by 42 percent—and 
this was largely before the record-setting drought!

� e court found many issues with the logic 
employed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 
denying protections for the marten. First, the court 
found the California population was “exceedingly 
small” and “declining” and not “stable,” as the agency 
decided. � is fl aw mattered, the court held, because 
it aff ected the rest of the agency’s analysis. Further, 
the court found that the agency erred by fi nding that 
marten populations were reproductively connected 
to one another. � e court noted that not only did 
this not refl ect the best available science, but it also 
contradicted the statements of their own scientists.

“� is decision is a win for science and common 

sense,” said Rob DiPerna, California forest and wildlife 
advocate at the Environmental Protection Information 
Center. “We thought we’d lost the marten due to bad 
human decision-making once before, and we could not 
stand by and watch that happen again.”

EPIC’s court victory was just the fi rst step to 
recovering the marten. In order to recover the marten 
in California, establishing connectivity passages 
between high-quality marten habitat is essential. 
However, much of this habitat is on private forestlands 
managed for industrial timber extraction.

� rough clearcut-style forestry, timber companies 
radically reshape the landscape, including what prey—

and predators—call home. By converting a maturing 
forest to a young, regrowing “early seral” forest, 
timber companies are also making better homes 
for the marten’s predators: bobcats and coyotes. 
Increased predation is a likely contributor to the 
rapid decline, encouraged by clearcuts adjacent to 
marten habitat. By creating better predator habitat 
near marten habitat, bobcats and coyotes are able to 
better infi ltrate adjacent marten habitat, a concept in 
ecology known as “edge eff ects.”

� is victory does not end EPIC’s work to secure 
protections for the Humboldt marten. EPIC is leading 
the fi ght for the marten on two fronts. First, EPIC is 

working to ensure that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service makes its listing decision based on sound 
science, not politics. We will be watching the 
Service every step of the way. Second, EPIC has a 
backup plan: We’ve submitted a listing petition 
to the California Fish and Game Commission to 
list the species under the California Endangered 
Species Act, which would provide some measure of 
protection against unsustainable forestry practices 
that lead to dead martens. A fi nal decision should be 
made later this year.

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep c

Photos of the elusive Humboldt marten are rare. Below is a closely 
-related American pine marten Photo: Steve Socolmb, Flickr.com CC. 

EPIC Victory for the Humboldt Marten
Court Overturns Government Refusal to Protect Rare Humboldt Marten



EcoNews   Jun/Jul 2017 www.yournec.org 16

Citizen Scientists Look for Sources of Contamination

Below: Todd Kraemer of Pacifi c Watershed Associates and 
long-time Baykeeper volunteer Kerry McNamee drawing 
samples from Janes Creek on March 10, 2016. 

Jennifer Kalt, Director

Citizen Science for 
Clean Water

Since 2005, Humboldt Baykeeper’s Citizen Water 
Monitoring Program has sampled streams from Little 
River to Elk River.  In 2015, the U.S. EPA designated 
six creeks as “impaired” by bacteria, based on our 
data. Since then, we have been working with the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board and Humboldt 
County Public Health Lab to identify sources using 
genetic analysis. � is method will pinpoint the 
source animals and will measure the fraction in 
each sample that comes from humans, cattle, dogs, 
birds, and other wildlife. After four sampling events 
in 2016, we are waiting for the results of the genetic 
analysis, which Humboldt County Public Health Lab 
is perfecting. Below right are the E. coli levels from 
March 10, 2016.

What is  E. coli? 
E. coli is a type of bacteria that lives in the guts of warm-blooded 

animals. It is an indicator of fecal bacteria and viruses that can cause 
illness when ingested in food or water. People can be exposed to it by 
drinking contaminated water or through contact with polluted water when 
swimming, surfi ng, etc. You can prevent exposure by avoiding contact with 
streams, bay, and ocean for 24-48 hours after storms.

E. coli
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Environmental Protection Information Center
Keeping Northwest California Wild SInce 1977

Tom Wheeler, Executive Director
� e federal courts have just taken the Humboldt 

marten off  of death row. In response to a lawsuit 
brought by the Environmental Protection Information 
Center and the Center for Biological Diversity, a federal 
judge has overturned an April 2014 decision by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service denying endangered species 
protection to the Humboldt marten (also known as 
the coastal marten). � e Fish and Wildlife Service will 
have to revisit their decision on the fate of our furry 
friends by October 1, 2018. Without listing, recovery 
of the marten is likely impossible.

A small carnivore related to minks and otters, 
the Humboldt marten is found only in old-growth 
forest and dense coastal shrub in Northern California 
and Southern and central coastal Oregon. Believed 
extinct until 1996 due to historic fur trapping and 
loss of old-growth forest habitats they inhabit, 
Humboldt martens are now known to occur in only 
three small, isolated populations in California and 
Oregon. Since then researchers have continued to 
detect martens using track plates and hair snares. 

Today, there are less than 100 Humboldt martens 
left in California. � is number is so low that a single 
event—disease, poisoning, fi re—could eradicate all 
Humboldt martens from California. � e species 
could also easily drift towards extinction on its 
own. We have seen an alarming dip in population. 
Between 2001 and 2012, the remaining population of 
Humboldt martens has declined by 42 percent—and 
this was largely before the record-setting drought!

� e court found many issues with the logic 
employed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 
denying protections for the marten. First, the court 
found the California population was “exceedingly 
small” and “declining” and not “stable,” as the agency 
decided. � is fl aw mattered, the court held, because 
it aff ected the rest of the agency’s analysis. Further, 
the court found that the agency erred by fi nding that 
marten populations were reproductively connected 
to one another. � e court noted that not only did 
this not refl ect the best available science, but it also 
contradicted the statements of their own scientists.

“� is decision is a win for science and common 

sense,” said Rob DiPerna, California forest and wildlife 
advocate at the Environmental Protection Information 
Center. “We thought we’d lost the marten due to bad 
human decision-making once before, and we could not 
stand by and watch that happen again.”

EPIC’s court victory was just the fi rst step to 
recovering the marten. In order to recover the marten 
in California, establishing connectivity passages 
between high-quality marten habitat is essential. 
However, much of this habitat is on private forestlands 
managed for industrial timber extraction.

� rough clearcut-style forestry, timber companies 
radically reshape the landscape, including what prey—

and predators—call home. By converting a maturing 
forest to a young, regrowing “early seral” forest, 
timber companies are also making better homes 
for the marten’s predators: bobcats and coyotes. 
Increased predation is a likely contributor to the 
rapid decline, encouraged by clearcuts adjacent to 
marten habitat. By creating better predator habitat 
near marten habitat, bobcats and coyotes are able to 
better infi ltrate adjacent marten habitat, a concept in 
ecology known as “edge eff ects.”

� is victory does not end EPIC’s work to secure 
protections for the Humboldt marten. EPIC is leading 
the fi ght for the marten on two fronts. First, EPIC is 

working to ensure that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service makes its listing decision based on sound 
science, not politics. We will be watching the 
Service every step of the way. Second, EPIC has a 
backup plan: We’ve submitted a listing petition 
to the California Fish and Game Commission to 
list the species under the California Endangered 
Species Act, which would provide some measure of 
protection against unsustainable forestry practices 
that lead to dead martens. A fi nal decision should be 
made later this year.

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep cep c
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Events
One need not be a Sierra Club member to participate 
in these outings. Please join us!

Saturday, June 10 North Group Del Norte 
Redwoods State Park Last Chance Coastal Trail 
Hike. Join us for this easygoing ramble through 
lush old-growth upon a stretch of Redwood Highway 
replaced in the 1930s by the present 101 route, itself 
soon to be abandoned for more stable inland terrain.
With luck, we can descend to the beach below. We 
will see how the main roadway is evolving with the 
latest round of slope failures. Bring water and lunch. 
No dogs. Medium diffi  culty, 8 miles, less than 1,000 
feet in elevation change. Carpools 9 a.m. at Valley 
West (Ray’s) Shopping Center, 10:30 a.m. at Damnation 
Creek trailhead (3.3 mi. north of Wilson Creek bridge, 
west side Hwy. 101). Contact leader Ned with 
inquiries, nedforsyth48@gmail.com, (707) 825-3652. 
Heavy rain cancels.

Saturday, July 15 North Group Mt. Lassic 
Wilderness and Botanical Area, Six Rivers NF Hike.
Take a scenic drive and hike with us in this natural 
wonderland off  of Highway 36. See vernal pools, stark 
serpentine, peridotite barrens, and vegetation with 
character. After this season’s abundant rain and snow, 
we should see some good regeneration from the 2015 
wildfi res. We will ascend distinctive 5,916-foot Black 
Lassic and explore other nearby features. Bring lunch 
and extra water, and dress for the weather. No dogs. 
Medium diffi  culty, about 6 miles, about 1,000 feet in 
elevation change. Carpools: meet 8 a.m. at Herrick Ave. 
Park’n’Ride in Eureka. By reservation only. Contact leader 
Ned at nedforsyth48@gmail.com or (707) 825-3652.
Bad weather cancels.

Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee 
meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month in the fi rst fl oor conference room 
at the Adorni Center on the waterfront in 
Eureka.  The meeting, which covers regular 
business and conservation issues, begins at 
6:45 p.m. Members and non-members with 
environmental concerns are encouraged to 
attend. When a new person comes to us with 
an environmental issue or concern, we often 
place them fi rst or early on the agenda. 

Sue Leskiw
For the eleventh year, North Group sponsored 

an award at the annual Humboldt County Science 
Fair held in mid-March. The projects were so 
competitive in 2017 that a second prize was given.

The $50 first-place award went to “Jammin’ 
Freshwater: The Influence of Log Jams on 
Macroinvertebrates in Freshwater Creek” by Anneli 
and Mathilde Macdonald, seventh graders at Jacoby 
Creek School. They hypothesized that there would 
be more macroinvertebrates in a natural log jam 
area than in a stretch where human intervention 
had removed wood and debris from the stream.

They used kick nets to sample two of each type 
of area on three different days, 
finding in all cases that there 
were more macroinvertebrates 
in log jam areas, as well as 
juvenile lamprey eels. Log jams 
slow down the stream and 
collect leaves and sediment, 
making them a natural habitat 
for the macroinvertebrates 
upon which many creatures 
further up the food chain 
depend. Anneli and Mathilde 
also identified multiple 
macroinvertebrates that were 
sensitive to pollution, telling 
them that Freshwater Creek 
was not very polluted.

A $25 second-place 
prize was awarded to “What 
Influences Early Teens’ Views 
of Climate Change in Humboldt 
County?” by Eva Weller, 
an eighth grader at Pacific 
Union School. Eva wanted to 
investigate possible factors 
and reasons for junior high 
students to believe that climate 
change is occurring.

Among her hypotheses were: 1) girls would 
more often believe in climate change than boys 
because their brains are more developed; 2) 
more eighth graders than seventh graders would 
believe because they have more schooling; 3) 
teens who have visited no national parks would 
be less likely to believe; 4) teens who spend more 
time outside would be more likely to believe; 5) teens 
who are infl uenced by teachers, scientifi c studies, 
and personal experience would be more likely to 

Sisters Anneli and Mathilde Macdonald pose with their fi rst-place Humboldt County 
Science Fair medals and Bruce Smith from Eureka Rotary Club. Photo: Courtesy of 
Humboldt County Schools.
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believe; and 6) Humboldt County teens will believe 
at a higher percentage than the rest of the nation. 

Eva received 204 completed surveys from 
six diff erent schools. Eighty-fi ve percent of those 
responding believed that climate change was 
happening (versus fi ve percent not believing and 
nine percent not sure). She found that more girls 
than boys and more eighth than seventh graders 
believed in climate change. Students who had visited 
the most national parks were most likely (96 percent) 
to believe. � e amount of time spent outdoors 
did not correlate with belief. Believers were most 
infl uenced by scientifi c studies, while nonbelievers 
were most infl uenced by news coverage. Believers 

Students of Science Fair Receive Awards

were most concerned about melting glaciers, while 
nonbelievers were most concerned about forest fi res.

Both projects were among the 19 selected to 
represent Humboldt County in the state science fair 
competition held in late April, where Eva Weller 
placed third.

North Group received a thank-you note from 
the Macdonald sisters saying that “we appreciate 
the award a lot; it makes all of our hard work on our 
project seem worthwhile.”
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Beginners and experts, non-members and members, 
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings. 
Almost all of our events are free.  All of our events are 
made possible by volunteer e� ort. For more information 
about North Coast CNPS and our events, please visit our 
website: northcoastcnps.org.
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Field Trips & Plant Walks
June 4, Sunday. 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  Azaleas at 
Stagecoach Hill and Dry Lagoon extension.  
� e western azaleas at the Stagecoach Hill Azalea 
Management Area should be glorious. Bring your 
lunch if you want to have a picnic and explore beach 
plants at Dry Lagoon afterwards. Meet at 9 a.m. at 
Pacifi c Union School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata) or at 
10 a.m. at the Kane Rd. parking area (From 101 north 
of Big Lagoon, at mile-marker 112.5, turn right onto 
Kane Rd. Turn left at the “T” and follow the road to a 
parking area at its end under large spruces.)  Contact 
Carol Ralph at 707-822-2015 for more information.

June 16-18, Friday-Sunday.   Ruth Lake Camp-out.
Wetland plants, oak woodlands, and mountains 
are all around this reservoir on the Mad River near 
Highway 36. We will camp Friday and Saturday 
nights in Boy Scout Cove Campground. Contact 
Carol as soon as possible if you are interested, as 
camp sites fi ll up. Carol Ralph: 707-822-2015 or
theralphs@humboldt1.com.

June 17, Saturday. 1-3 p.m.  Grass Basics with 
Basic Grasses in Hiller Park. Range conservationist 
Jennifer Wheeler will introduce a variety of 
common grasses, mostly non-native, and foster 
appreciation for these important fl owering plants. 
Meet at the bench by the parking lot off  of Hiller 
Avenue in McKinleyville. Bring a hand lens if you 
can.  For more information, contact Carol Ralph at 
707-822-2015.

July 1, Saturday. Mill Creek Lake and Red Cap 
Hole Day Hike and optional overnight. In Six 
Rivers National Forest, east of Hoopa and at about 
5,000 feet is a world of white fi r and saddler oaks 
and a host of other wonderful mountain plants. 
� is trail is rough but has an even grade. It is a bit 
more than a mile to the lake and another mile to 
the small meadows that are Red Cap Hole.  For the 
hike, bring lunch and lots of water, layers of clothes 
for any kind of weather, and sturdy hiking footwear. 
Meet at Pacifi c Union School at 8:30 a.m. or arrange 
another place. Return time is fl exible, probably after 
6 p.m. Tell Carol Ralph you are coming and if you 
want to camp Saturday night: 707-822-2015 or 
theralphs@humboldt1.com.

Excerpted from the winter 2017 issue of Darlingtonia, 
the newsletter of the North Coast Chapter of the 
California Native Plant Society

Carol Ralph
Head-high shrubs laden with large, ruffl  ed 

fl owers in fresh, clean whites and pinks, wafting 
heavenly fragrance into the spring air: western 
azalea (Rhododendron occidentale) is defi nitely 
among our charismatic megafl ora. We have two 
azalea reserves, both managed by the California 
State Parks. � e Azalea State Reserve  is two 
miles east of Highway 101 on North Bank Road, 
by the Mad River, and the Stagecoach Hill Azalea 
Management Area is at the left end of Kane Road, 
north of Big Lagoon. CNPS has a fi eld trip to 
Stagecoach Hill planned for June 4 (See listing).

Periodic disturbances, such as fi re, help provide 
clean seed beds for azaleas and combat competing 
vegetation. Current land management removes 
vegetation by hand or machine and is drastically 
underfunded. CNPS members join California 
Garden Club and American Rhododendron Society 
members on State Park work days to remove plants.

You can help the azalea reserves by joining 
work days (inquire to michelle.forys@parks.
ca.gov or 707-677-3109) or by donating to funds 
established specifi cally for maintaining these 
reserves: 1) California Garden Club Incorporated 

Azalea Propagation Fund (Mail check to Mary Lou 
Goodwin, 1312 Gates St., Eureka, CA 95501-2627 ); 
or 2) Redwood Parks Conservancy, specifying the 
Stagecoach Hill Azalea Management Fund (Mail 
check to 1111 Second St., Crescent City 95531; or 
online at www.redwoodparksconservancy.org/
donate-rpc). Call 707-464-9150 for more information.

Western azaleas (Rhododendron occidentale) at Stagecoach Hill 
on April 8, 2017. Western azaleas should still be in bloom for the 
June 4, 2017 Stagecoach Hill trip. Photo: Ann Wallace.

Evan Mahony-Moyer
Ghost pipe (Monotropa unifl ora) is a local 

non-photosynthetic plant in the heath family. It is 
commonly known by ghost pipe and Indian pipe. It is 
found in northern Humboldt County and Del Norte 
County within approximately 20 miles of the coast. 

Monotropa unifl ora survives through a fungal 
connection to coniferous trees, deriving nutrients 
from them. Locally, it is found primarily in forests 
with a healthy component of Douglas-fi r. Its fl owers 
can be seen in June, July, and August. Dried stalks 
and seed heads are inconspicuous, but remain 
throughout the year.

� is plant has a California Rare Plant Rank of 2B.2 
because it is rare in California but widely distributed 
elsewhere. Because of its rarity in the state, it is 
protected under the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 

Ghost pipe (Monotropa unifl ora) near the town of Smith River in 
Del Norte County. Photo: Evan Mahony-Moyer.

Protecting Western Azaleas

Ghost pipe: a fungal � nd 
in the forest

Events
One need not be a Sierra Club member to participate 
in these outings. Please join us!

Saturday, June 10 North Group Del Norte 
Redwoods State Park Last Chance Coastal Trail 
Hike. Join us for this easygoing ramble through 
lush old-growth upon a stretch of Redwood Highway 
replaced in the 1930s by the present 101 route, itself 
soon to be abandoned for more stable inland terrain.
With luck, we can descend to the beach below. We 
will see how the main roadway is evolving with the 
latest round of slope failures. Bring water and lunch. 
No dogs. Medium diffi  culty, 8 miles, less than 1,000 
feet in elevation change. Carpools 9 a.m. at Valley 
West (Ray’s) Shopping Center, 10:30 a.m. at Damnation 
Creek trailhead (3.3 mi. north of Wilson Creek bridge, 
west side Hwy. 101). Contact leader Ned with 
inquiries, nedforsyth48@gmail.com, (707) 825-3652. 
Heavy rain cancels.

Saturday, July 15 North Group Mt. Lassic 
Wilderness and Botanical Area, Six Rivers NF Hike.
Take a scenic drive and hike with us in this natural 
wonderland off  of Highway 36. See vernal pools, stark 
serpentine, peridotite barrens, and vegetation with 
character. After this season’s abundant rain and snow, 
we should see some good regeneration from the 2015 
wildfi res. We will ascend distinctive 5,916-foot Black 
Lassic and explore other nearby features. Bring lunch 
and extra water, and dress for the weather. No dogs. 
Medium diffi  culty, about 6 miles, about 1,000 feet in 
elevation change. Carpools: meet 8 a.m. at Herrick Ave. 
Park’n’Ride in Eureka. By reservation only. Contact leader 
Ned at nedforsyth48@gmail.com or (707) 825-3652.
Bad weather cancels.

Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee 
meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month in the fi rst fl oor conference room 
at the Adorni Center on the waterfront in 
Eureka.  The meeting, which covers regular 
business and conservation issues, begins at 
6:45 p.m. Members and non-members with 
environmental concerns are encouraged to 
attend. When a new person comes to us with 
an environmental issue or concern, we often 
place them fi rst or early on the agenda. 

Sue Leskiw
For the eleventh year, North Group sponsored 

an award at the annual Humboldt County Science 
Fair held in mid-March. The projects were so 
competitive in 2017 that a second prize was given.

The $50 first-place award went to “Jammin’ 
Freshwater: The Influence of Log Jams on 
Macroinvertebrates in Freshwater Creek” by Anneli 
and Mathilde Macdonald, seventh graders at Jacoby 
Creek School. They hypothesized that there would 
be more macroinvertebrates in a natural log jam 
area than in a stretch where human intervention 
had removed wood and debris from the stream.

They used kick nets to sample two of each type 
of area on three different days, 
finding in all cases that there 
were more macroinvertebrates 
in log jam areas, as well as 
juvenile lamprey eels. Log jams 
slow down the stream and 
collect leaves and sediment, 
making them a natural habitat 
for the macroinvertebrates 
upon which many creatures 
further up the food chain 
depend. Anneli and Mathilde 
also identified multiple 
macroinvertebrates that were 
sensitive to pollution, telling 
them that Freshwater Creek 
was not very polluted.

A $25 second-place 
prize was awarded to “What 
Influences Early Teens’ Views 
of Climate Change in Humboldt 
County?” by Eva Weller, 
an eighth grader at Pacific 
Union School. Eva wanted to 
investigate possible factors 
and reasons for junior high 
students to believe that climate 
change is occurring.

Among her hypotheses were: 1) girls would 
more often believe in climate change than boys 
because their brains are more developed; 2) 
more eighth graders than seventh graders would 
believe because they have more schooling; 3) 
teens who have visited no national parks would 
be less likely to believe; 4) teens who spend more 
time outside would be more likely to believe; 5) teens 
who are infl uenced by teachers, scientifi c studies, 
and personal experience would be more likely to 

Sisters Anneli and Mathilde Macdonald pose with their fi rst-place Humboldt County 
Science Fair medals and Bruce Smith from Eureka Rotary Club. Photo: Courtesy of 
Humboldt County Schools.
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believe; and 6) Humboldt County teens will believe 
at a higher percentage than the rest of the nation. 

Eva received 204 completed surveys from 
six diff erent schools. Eighty-fi ve percent of those 
responding believed that climate change was 
happening (versus fi ve percent not believing and 
nine percent not sure). She found that more girls 
than boys and more eighth than seventh graders 
believed in climate change. Students who had visited 
the most national parks were most likely (96 percent) 
to believe. � e amount of time spent outdoors 
did not correlate with belief. Believers were most 
infl uenced by scientifi c studies, while nonbelievers 
were most infl uenced by news coverage. Believers 

Students of Science Fair Receive Awards

were most concerned about melting glaciers, while 
nonbelievers were most concerned about forest fi res.

Both projects were among the 19 selected to 
represent Humboldt County in the state science fair 
competition held in late April, where Eva Weller 
placed third.

North Group received a thank-you note from 
the Macdonald sisters saying that “we appreciate 
the award a lot; it makes all of our hard work on our 
project seem worthwhile.”
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Great Old Broads put their brawn where their 
hearts are as well. Each year the group organizes 
“Broadwalk” events—many of them multi-day—to 
explore and learn about a new area. � ey not only 
hike and camp but accomplish “Broadwork”  as they 
call their hands-on stewardship projects.  � ey repair 
trails, remove invasive exotic plants and whatever 
work will help the host area protect resources and 
add to people’s enjoyment.

� is summer, the GOBW are broadening 
their horizons to Northwest California for some 
inspiration, hiking, stewardship work, and education. 
� e two Redwoods Broadwalks will take place on 
two separate weeks in July, and include camping on 
the South Fork of the Smith River. While here, they 
will hike in redwoods and explore wilderness, and 
will hear speakers on topics such as the history of the 
region, conservation eff orts (such as reintroduction 
of California Condors and continuing eff orts to 
protect wilderness), wild and scenic rivers, and 
better forest management. Six Rivers National Forest 
has also identifi ed some restoration projects that the 
Broads will work on while here.

� ey bring experienced leaders who are passionate 
about conservation, wild places, and wildlife. � ey 
come to immerse themselves in a region’s local story, 
so they then can speak  in a whole new way with 
direct experience when advocating for protection.

Beyond Broadwalks and Broadwork, GOBW 
advocate for public lands and resource protections.  
Almost 30 years after  Senator Hatch’s statement 
“hatched”  the Broads,  GOBW is still fi ghting Hatch. 
President Trump has proposed  to de-designate  
President Obama’s Bears Ears National Monument. 
GOBW fought hard alongside local communities, 
tribes and conservationists to save this scenic and 
historic landscape in southeastern Utah.  And,  as 
Associate Director Carrie King says, “Watch out, 
these broads are ready to engage!”

After the summer Redwood Broadwalks,  the 
GOBW hopes to leave behind the beginnings of a new 
chapter or, “Broadband” as they call them.  Although 
there are 36 chapters across the nation, there is not a 
chapter in northwestern California or southern Oregon, 
which is surprising considering the demographics. “We 
hope to change that and add our experienced voice 
with other conservationists,” King adds.  

You can learn more about the Great Old Broads 
for Wilderness and get involved by visiting them 
online at www.greatoldbroads.org.

...the Carrizo were thrilled to see an infl ux 
of visitors from around the world who wanted to 
experience the super bloom fi rst-hand. Visitors to 
national monuments contribute millions in tourism 
dollars annually in California alone.

� ere has not been a loud chorus of voices in 
California calling for any national monuments to be 
de-designated. � e real motivation for the rollback 
comes from anti-conservation members of Congress 
who have been lobbying President Trump to overturn 
the Bears Ears National Monument protected in 
Utah last year by President Obama. While de-
designating Bears Ears would not aff ect California 
directly, it would mark the fi rst time in history that a 
national monument has been overturned. An attack 
on one national monument is an attack on them all. 

Monuments
Continued � om page 6

Dredging
Continued � om page 8

Great Old Broads
Continued � om page 7

On May 3, the Harbor District and the City 
offi  cials fi nally had a conference call with the EPA, who 
gave a clear “no way” to the beach disposal plan per 
longstanding policies on ocean dumping. According to 
EPA Public Aff airs Offi  cer Bill Keener, the only reason 
beach dumping was allowed in the past was due to a 
permit inappropriately issued by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers in 1998. � at permit expired in 2008 
and the EPA, Army Corps, and Coastal Commission 
all agreed it could not be renewed. � is meant the 
previous marina dredging completed in 2007 was the 
last time beach disposal would be allowed. 

May 3 also happened to be the date the Harbor 
District and City of Eureka set to host a public meeting 
at the Wharfi nger Building to present the disposal 
options they have been exploring. � e meeting was 
reminiscent of the previous Harbor District and 
Eureka City Council meetings back in February. Once 
again Slattery gave a PowerPoint presentation, and 
once again the meeting was well attended by various 
stakeholders and interested members of the public. 
During public comment, members of the public 
clearly conveyed their frustration with hearing the 
same information over again, with no clear plan for an 
immediate solution.

Still attempting to continue with the beach 
disposal plan, on May 8 Humboldt County Supervisor 
Ryan Sundberg sent an email to Jack Bowles, Director 
of State and Local Relations at the EPA, explaining the 
dire need for dredging and requesting the agencies 
rejection of beach disposal be overruled. � e email 
was reportedly in response to Bowles’ request for 
more information. On May 16, Jason Brush, acting 
Assistant Director for the EPA Region 9’s Water 
Division, responded to Sundberg’s email, reaffi  rming 
the EPA’s opposition to beach dumping.  

� e EPA has now given a fi rm “no” to beach 
disposal twice, but there are still a number of 
alternative options for the disposal of dredge spoils. 
One possibility is to use the Samoa Lagoons site (near 
the bridge) to remove debris and sediment, and then 
pump the decant water to the former pulp mill’s water 
treatment plant, and eventually discharge it back to the 
bay or ocean. Anther option includes “benefi cial reuse” 
for the dredged materials, which (if uncontaminated) 
could be used to restore local marshes. � e 
only solution already approved is dumping the 
spoils three miles off shore at the Army Corps’ 
off shore disposal site.

Moving forward, Surfrider and Baykeeper would 
like to see the Harbor District and City work closely 
with the permitting agencies and stakeholders to 
identify the best immediate solution as well as long-
term options and then do meaningful public outreach 
around those options, bringing our community 
together so that our bay once again can be home to 
working harbors, as well as be a place for a variety of 
recreational opportunities that everyone can enjoy. 

organic integrityi i t
from our back door...

to your basketto your basket
The North Coast Co-op is the only 

Certified Organic Retailer on the North 
Coast! Our knowledgeable employees 
handle all certified organic products in 

accordance with federal regulations from 
the delivery truck to your basket.  

www.northcoast.coop
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Secretary Zinke is accepting public comments 
on the national monuments review until July 10, 
2017. Please let him know that you support the 14 
National Monuments that would be reviewed in 
California under President Trump’s order. If you have 
visited any of the California National Monuments, 
please let him know that as well. You can send him 
your comments online or by mail to:

Secretary Ryan Zinke
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20240
(202) 208-3100

www.monumentsforall.org
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Great Old Broads put their brawn where their 
hearts are as well. Each year the group organizes 
“Broadwalk” events—many of them multi-day—to 
explore and learn about a new area. � ey not only 
hike and camp but accomplish “Broadwork”  as they 
call their hands-on stewardship projects.  � ey repair 
trails, remove invasive exotic plants and whatever 
work will help the host area protect resources and 
add to people’s enjoyment.

� is summer, the GOBW are broadening 
their horizons to Northwest California for some 
inspiration, hiking, stewardship work, and education. 
� e two Redwoods Broadwalks will take place on 
two separate weeks in July, and include camping on 
the South Fork of the Smith River. While here, they 
will hike in redwoods and explore wilderness, and 
will hear speakers on topics such as the history of the 
region, conservation eff orts (such as reintroduction 
of California Condors and continuing eff orts to 
protect wilderness), wild and scenic rivers, and 
better forest management. Six Rivers National Forest 
has also identifi ed some restoration projects that the 
Broads will work on while here.

� ey bring experienced leaders who are passionate 
about conservation, wild places, and wildlife. � ey 
come to immerse themselves in a region’s local story, 
so they then can speak  in a whole new way with 
direct experience when advocating for protection.

Beyond Broadwalks and Broadwork, GOBW 
advocate for public lands and resource protections.  
Almost 30 years after  Senator Hatch’s statement 
“hatched”  the Broads,  GOBW is still fi ghting Hatch. 
President Trump has proposed  to de-designate  
President Obama’s Bears Ears National Monument. 
GOBW fought hard alongside local communities, 
tribes and conservationists to save this scenic and 
historic landscape in southeastern Utah.  And,  as 
Associate Director Carrie King says, “Watch out, 
these broads are ready to engage!”

After the summer Redwood Broadwalks,  the 
GOBW hopes to leave behind the beginnings of a new 
chapter or, “Broadband” as they call them.  Although 
there are 36 chapters across the nation, there is not a 
chapter in northwestern California or southern Oregon, 
which is surprising considering the demographics. “We 
hope to change that and add our experienced voice 
with other conservationists,” King adds.  

You can learn more about the Great Old Broads 
for Wilderness and get involved by visiting them 
online at www.greatoldbroads.org.

...the Carrizo were thrilled to see an infl ux 
of visitors from around the world who wanted to 
experience the super bloom fi rst-hand. Visitors to 
national monuments contribute millions in tourism 
dollars annually in California alone.

� ere has not been a loud chorus of voices in 
California calling for any national monuments to be 
de-designated. � e real motivation for the rollback 
comes from anti-conservation members of Congress 
who have been lobbying President Trump to overturn 
the Bears Ears National Monument protected in 
Utah last year by President Obama. While de-
designating Bears Ears would not aff ect California 
directly, it would mark the fi rst time in history that a 
national monument has been overturned. An attack 
on one national monument is an attack on them all. 

Monuments
Continued � om page 6

Dredging
Continued � om page 8

Great Old Broads
Continued � om page 7

On May 3, the Harbor District and the City 
offi  cials fi nally had a conference call with the EPA, who 
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longstanding policies on ocean dumping. According to 
EPA Public Aff airs Offi  cer Bill Keener, the only reason 
beach dumping was allowed in the past was due to a 
permit inappropriately issued by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers in 1998. � at permit expired in 2008 
and the EPA, Army Corps, and Coastal Commission 
all agreed it could not be renewed. � is meant the 
previous marina dredging completed in 2007 was the 
last time beach disposal would be allowed. 

May 3 also happened to be the date the Harbor 
District and City of Eureka set to host a public meeting 
at the Wharfi nger Building to present the disposal 
options they have been exploring. � e meeting was 
reminiscent of the previous Harbor District and 
Eureka City Council meetings back in February. Once 
again Slattery gave a PowerPoint presentation, and 
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bay or ocean. Anther option includes “benefi cial reuse” 
for the dredged materials, which (if uncontaminated) 
could be used to restore local marshes. � e 
only solution already approved is dumping the 
spoils three miles off shore at the Army Corps’ 
off shore disposal site.

Moving forward, Surfrider and Baykeeper would 
like to see the Harbor District and City work closely 
with the permitting agencies and stakeholders to 
identify the best immediate solution as well as long-
term options and then do meaningful public outreach 
around those options, bringing our community 
together so that our bay once again can be home to 
working harbors, as well as be a place for a variety of 
recreational opportunities that everyone can enjoy. 
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...a love of the outdoors 
to inspire environmental 
stewardship, community 
development, and health 
and wellness. 

We have a lot of 
great outdoor excursions 
planned for Club 
members and the greater Latino community here in 
Humboldt County. But we’re also excited to: 

• Reach out to other clubs and organizations 
on campus, such as the Latino Center of Academic 
Excellence, MECHA, and Klamath Connections;

• Work with local outdoor recreation professionals 
to train student members on outdoor leadership; 

• Create outdoor experiences that may otherwise 
be unavailable due to barriers such as inability to pay, 
lack of transportation, or access.

Latino Outdoors is a national nonprofi t 
organization committed to bringing cultura into 
the outdoor narrative and connecting Latino 
communities and leadership with nature and 
outdoor experiences. We connect familias and youth 
with nature, engage and inspire Latino leadership, 
empower communities to explore and share their 
stories in defi ning the Latino Outdoors identity.

To learn more about the HSU Latino Outdoors 
Club or join our mailing list, please email humboldt@
latinooutdoors.org. For more information about 
the non-profi t organization Latino Outdoors, visit 
www.latinooutdoors.org or fi nd us on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Latino Outdoors
Continued � om page 12
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of EcoNews— 
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action to protect our 
natural places!
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Fill out the form on 
the back cover of 
this issue, visit us 

online at 
yournec.org/donate 
or call 822-6918 to 

fi nd out more. 
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environmental
news and info? 

 Sponsor            
- informing the North Coast and 
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BackcountryPress.com

Made in
Humboldt

Plan your Humboldt summer 
with over 150 hiking options!

...thick reusable plastic bags must be used a 
minimum of fi ve times to off set the carbon emitted 
just to produce the plastic. 

A requirement that reusable plastic bags must 
be capable of a minimum of 125 uses seems great 
on paper, but how does one regulate and monitor 
consumers’ use of reusable bags? In March of 
2013, Austin, Texas implemented a Single-Use 
Carryout Bag Ordinance (SUBO) similar to the one 
California just passed. In 2015, the Austin Resource 
Recovery Division presented a two-year study on 
the environmental eff ects the SUBO had on the city. 
Although the amount of single-use plastic carryout 
bags was reduced within the city, the study concluded 
that “there have been unintended consequences, 
such as an increase in reusable plastic bags in the 
recycling stream.” 

Similarly, a study in Monterey County surveyed 
740 shoppers post implementation of a SUBO 
and found that only four shoppers ever reused the 
reusable carryout bags available for purchase at 
checkout. Others argue that the ten cent tax on 
the purchased plastic bags is not a strong enough 
incentive to reuse the bags or stop using plastic bags 
altogether. 

However, some early results are showing that 
shoppers may be reducing the number of plastic 
bags used overall. In a recent eff ectiveness study, 
San Jose found twice as many people opted not to 
take a bag post-ban for small numbers of items, and 
saw decreases in the number of plastic bags found in 
litter and creek cleanups.
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Tom Wheeler
Did you know that we have lizards that live in 

the redwoods? It’s true! � e northwestern fence 
lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis occidentalis), a 
subspecies of the western fence lizard (Sceloporus 
occidentalis), roams the forests of the West Coast 
from Washington’s Puget Sound to the Mendocino 
Coast in California. Here in the redwoods, you may 
be able to fi nd them in rocky outcroppings where the 
lizard can warm its body in the sun. 

� e northwestern fence lizard is often called 
the “blue-belly lizard” because of the sparkling blue 
bellies on males. � e blue color ranges from turquoise 
to a deep, almost navy, blue. Looking at the lizard 
from the top, you wouldn’t expect it to have a gem-
like underside. � e lizard is well-camoufl aged, with 
sandy brown to black scales. Males are territorial and 
show off  their bright blue bellies in a push-up like 
display to attract mates. � ey are not trying to build 
up their biceps!

Blue-bellies feed on insects such as crickets, ticks, 
and spiders, as well as other small lizards—including 
members of their own species! Blue-bellies have 
many predators, including spiders, snakes, and small 
mammals like feral cats and martens. 

Many kids have tried to catch a northwesten 
fence lizard; few have succeeded. � e keen lizard is 
able to sense approaching threats thanks to a “third 
eye” on the top of its head that can sense changes 
in light, such as the shadow of an approaching 
child. If the lizard is caught by its tail, the tail may 
pop off  and muscles in the tail will contract, causing 
the tail to fl op around, thus distracting the predator 
(or kiddo) until the lizard can escape with a bobbed-
behind. � e tail will eventually regrow, but doing so 
takes a lot of energy. Remember, wildlife is best left 
wild! Don’t attempt to capture or catch wildlife, even 
if it is as cute as a blue-belly lizard.

A special protein in the lizard’s blood has 
been shown to cure Lyme disease. In California, 
deer ticks are responsible for the spread of Lyme 
disease and baby ticks are more likely to carry the 
disease than adults. When these baby, or nymphal, 
ticks suck the blood of a northwestern fence lizard, 
the bacterium that causes Lyme disease dies. 
Some have hypothesized that California has fewer 
reported cases of Lyme disease than the Northeast 
United States because of our healthy northwestern 
lizard population! 

How many other species like the blue-belly 
lizard contain life-saving secrets that we don’t know 

about yet? Preserving biodiversity is one means of 
preserving nature’s medicine.

� ankfully, neither the western or the 
northwestern fence lizard is threatened with 
extinction. If you look in the right places, we are 
practically rife with them. � eir playful antics are 
worthy of a watch!

Sceloporus occidentalis occidentalis
Northwestern fence lizard

A western fence lizard found in the Sierra Nevada mountain range boasts beautiful blue and green colors. Photos: Claire Roth.

Plan Ahead and Prepare
Checking the weather, choosing proper equipment and clothes, planning meals, and bringing a First 
Aid Kit are all important parts of trip planning that will make sure you have a good time.

Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces
Be sure to stay on the path to avoid hurting plants and small organisms.

Dispose of Waste Properly
Trash and litter in the outdoors is a huge issue for the plants 
and animals that live there. If you pack trash with you, 
remember to pack it out!

Leave What You Find
Let other explorers discover new things by leaving 
rocks, plants, and other objects as you found them.
Picking � owers, trampling plants and climbing trees
can hurt them.   

Minimize Campfi re Impacts
The best place to build a � re is in an existing 
� re ring. Let the � re burn completely to ash, 
and put it out with water.

Respect Wildlife
Observe wildlife from a distance
 so you do not scare or bother them. 

THE KIDS PAGE Leave No Trace
Summer is the perfect time for outdoor activities 

like camping, hiking, swimming, � shing, and 
more! But in order to have fun outside, it is 
important to respect the trees, water, air, ground 

Color the campsite!

and wildlife that make up nature, and make sure 
you leave no trace. Follow these tips to 
leave the outdoors just as magical as 
you found it!

by Rebekah Staub. Image: pixabay.com, CC.
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Help! It can be frustrating trying to get work 
done on slow, outdated computers.

 The NEC board has worked hard in the last decade to be 
fi nancially conservative and the NEC continues to operate on 
a slim budget. However, in this digital world our technology 
needs can no longer be placed on the backburner. Our 
computers are old, slow and need to be replaced in order for 
staff  to work effi  ciently and eff ectively. Our website is also 
so far out of date that it is susceptible to security hacks and 
errors, and restricts our ability to reach our supporters across 
a range of devices. To address these challenges, please 
help us raise at least $10,000 to purchase much needed 
technical support, new computers, updated software, and 
a new website! If each of our EcoNews readers gave just $2, 
we’d be well on our way there!

Technologically Speaking... 

$1000
$2000
$3000
$4000
$5000
$6000
$7000
$8000
$9000
$10,000

Illustration by Terry Torgerson, from the EcoNews Archive

How can you help? 
Donate today at our o�  ce or online at www.yournec.org/donate 

and specify  “tech updates” on your donation! 

Thank you!

bring you     bring you     

Help us continue to 
advocate, educate, and

YES!  I will help the Northcoast
 Environmental Center protect our 
watersheds, wildlands and communities!

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC 
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:

$100 - Coho Salmon

$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$25 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl

$500 - Orca

$1000 - Redwood

Other ________

I would like to become a sustaining member! 
I pledge $___________ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly. 
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

A subscription to EcoNews is included 
with your membership. 

I would like to save resources and read 
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the 
address above. 

Please choose one option:

Save resources, donate online: 
www.yournec.org, or scan the code 
at right. If you prefer, mail this form 
with a check or fi ll in your credit card 
information below. 

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 

Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we 
will list your name in publications as a donor. 
 

My gift is (check one box if applicable):  

a gift membershipin memory of

in honor of

Name of person _______________________________

(If gift 
membership)

 (student or 
low income)

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous. 

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518 


