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Fred and Junior were reminiscent of 
a saying from Maggie Huhn, “One of 
the reasons our society has become 
such a mess is that we’re isolated 
from each other.” More gathering 
opportunities are needed to bring 
people together and the NEC hopes to 
see you at our next one! 

Join us for Ocean Night on 
October 12 and November 9, our next 
movie night on November 15, and 
“Cider for the NEC” on December 12 
at Humboldt Cider Company.
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Fall is one of the busier times at the 
NEC. But before we start discussing 
our plans, we want to thank the 
community who has helped us achieve 
some amazing goals. 

Big Environmental News:  
At the Wharfi nger Building in Eureka 
on August 14, there was standing 
room only when Congressman 
Huff man hosted a public meeting 
to receive feedback on his draft 
legislation to increase protections 
for Northwest California’s rivers and 
mountains. NEC board members 
Larry Glass, Dan Sealy and Bob 
Morris spent the past four years 
working with the congressman and 
representatives from � e Wilderness 
Society, California Wilderness 
Coalition, Sierra Club, Pew Charitable 
Trusts, and others to draft language 
that would designate more than 300 
miles of new Wild & Scenic Rivers, 
create a Bigfoot National Recreation 
Trail, build mountain biking routes in 
Del Norte County, create partnerships 
to clean up public lands impacted 
by illegal activities (including illegal 

cannabis cultivation), expand nine 
wilderness areas, and establish ten 
new ones. � is is one of the largest 
wilderness bills to ever be discussed 
for Northern California, and, at a 
time when the future of public lands 
is unknown, it represents a strong 
move on Congressman Huff man’s 
part to model and promote the needs 
of our region’s public lands. � is also 
includes a ground breaking 800,000+ 
acre proposal called the South Fork 
Trinity/Mad River Restoration area. 
We’ll keep you posted on ways you 
can get involved once this legislation 
has been introduced. 

In other news,  our plea 
for fi nancial assistance to help us 
move to solar was answered quickly! 
We received a generous donation 
from Mark Larson to reach our 
goal of $2,400. Local solar guru 
Roger is working with our building’s 
maintenance man to determine 
options for routing the wires, and calls 
have been made to the City of Arcata 
to start the permit process. Hopefully 
by the end of this year we will be solar 
powered!

Our other fi nancial request of 
$10,000 for tech upgrades was met 
with generous donations by Margaret 

 

Zegart,  Joseph Bower, 
Mark Larson, and an 
anonymous donor 
who’s gift was “in 
honor of Tim 
McKay.” Most of 
the staff  now have 
access to newer, 
faster computers 
and no longer need 
risk dozing off  
waiting for fi les to 
load. Soon all staff  
will be working on 
better machines!

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 
of website redesign. What features 
would you like to see? Do you know 
a Drupal whiz? Let us know at nec@
yournec.org.

The Summer Bar-B-Q   
lived up to its name as a “you’ve got 
to be there” event! Not only was the 
food amazing, but Jan’s homemade 
cider and Gary’s homemade beer hit 
the spot when the temperature hit a 
high of 78 degrees! � e camaraderie, 
smiling faces and good vibes 
intermingled with the lively music by 

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 
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Rotating hosts talk with a variety of experts and guests on a range of topics
Past shows are archived on our website for download or streaming 
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Write a Letter to 
the Editor!

Letters should be 300 
words or less,  be relevant to  
EcoNews readers and material 
covered in EcoNews, and must 
include the writer’s address and 
phone number. 
Letters may be edited and shortened for space. 

The NEC reserves the right to reject any submitted 
material for any reason (e.g., size, content, writing 
style, etc.).

Send letters to editor@yournec.org.

Bouquets of virtual fl owers 
to our technology upgrade 
donors Margaret Zegart,  
Joseph Bower, Mark Larson, 
and an anonymous donor in honor of Tim 
McKay. Bouquets of sunfl owers to our solar 
project donors Ellen LeBel, Florin Barnhart, 
and Mark Larson.

Bouquets to all who helped and attended our 
Summer Bar-B-Q party, including our hosts 
Gary & Jan Friedrichsen,  oyster extraordinaire 
John Woolley, salmon supplier Pete Nichols, 
event volunteers Bill Rodstrom, Barbara 
Reisman, Erika Gonzalez Granadino and 
Sylvia van Royen, Barbara Wilkinson, Chris 
Beresford & Eleanor Jenican for growing, 
collecting & arranging the beautiful fl owers 
for all of the tables, and food donations from 
Arcata Scoop, Arise Bakery, Brio Breadworks, 
Coast Seafoods, Cypress Grove, Heart’s 

Leap Winery, Lost Coast 
Brewery, Ramone’s Bakery 
and Redwood Roots Farm.

Bouquets to the Same Old 
People, Bandemonium,  

350 Humboldt, the Arcata Playhouse, Jesse 
Jonathan and Trillium Dance Studios, our 
umbrella artists and everyone who came out 
to celebrate all species and make this year’s All 
Species Parade so spectacular!

Bouquets to this year’s Coastal Cleanup 
Day sponsors, site captains and cleanup 
volunteers! See page 3 to see our local Coastal 
Cleanup sponsors. 

Bouquets to all the creative people who 
submitted artwork for our Endangered Art Show! 
We hope you had a chance to stop by our booth 
during the North Country Fair to view them! And 
many thanks to those who bid and purchased art! 

  

Full articles of 300-600 words may 
be submitted, preferably by email. 

Please pitch your idea to the 
editor prior to submitting a draft.  
Include your phone number and 

email with all submissions, to 
editor@yournec.org

Article submissions welcome!

Anita Gilbride-Read
Volunteer bookkeeper 

I started volunteering at the NEC offi  ce about      
six years ago. NEC board member Chris Beresford had 
asked me if I would be interested in taking over one of the 
roles she had been performing, as she was fi nding herself 
to be stretched too thin. It was a natural fi t for me as I 
had been the bookkeeper for Restif Cleaning Cooperative 
for 25 years and had recently retired to help out with 
three grandchildren —all born in the same year—as their 
mothers transitioned back to work. So now I fi nd myself 
receiving checks, preparing and banking deposits, bills, 
payroll and other bookwork to be dropped off  with the NEC 
bookkeeper twice a month.

It is a joy to come into the NEC offi  ce and be greeted by 
happy and enthusiastic staff  who are obviously glad to be 
there and are committed to what they do and represent. 
And it is one of the pieces of fulfi lling a need to contribute 
back to the community that I have been priveledged to 
call home for 45 years. So if you fi nd yourself with more 
time than money, as many of us do, I encourage you to 
check out the NEC for volunteer opportunities—now 
more than ever.  We all live downstream.

Volunteer  SpotlightVolunteer  Spotlight

Our Busiest Weekend of the Year!
September brings a lot of activity around the 

NEC offi  ce in preparation for two of our biggest 
events of the year—Coastal Cleanup Day and the 
All Species Parade! 

On Saturday, September 16, over 600 volunteers 
showed up to clean 60 beaches and waterways for 
Coastal Cleanup Day, collecting about fi ve tons 
of debris! � e NEC is very proud to continue this 
longstanding volunteer tradition, that began right 
here on the North Coast. � ank you to everyone 
for your hard work! Read more about Coastal 
Cleanup Day on page 3. 

On the same day, hundreds joined the NEC at 
the North Country Fair to march and dance in this 
year’s All Species Parade! � emed “Sanctuary for 
All Species,” the parade featured painted umbrellas 
under which costumed parade participants gathered 
for “sanctuary.” � e umbrellas were decorated to 
represent various national monuments, marine 
protected areas, national forests, and parks that 
provide sanctuary for so many species. It was great 
to see so many fabulous, creative costumes! Read 
more about the parade on page 4. 

Our booth at the North County Fair was busy 
both days as fairgoers stopped by to see over 
60 pieces of art as part of our fi rst Endangered 
Art Show, buy t-shirts or chat with NEC staff , 
volunteers and board members. If you didn’t have 
a chance to stop by and see artwork by students, 
professionals and endangered species lovers, visit 
our website for the link to our Flickr album. 

Fred and Junior were reminiscent of 
a saying from Maggie Huhn, “One of 
the reasons our society has become 
such a mess is that we’re isolated 
from each other.” More gathering 
opportunities are needed to bring 
people together and the NEC hopes to 
see you at our next one! 

Join us for Ocean Night on 
October 12 and November 9, our next 
movie night on November 15, and 
“Cider for the NEC” on December 12 
at Humboldt Cider Company.
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Coastal   
   Cleanup Day

Over five tons of debris cleaned on the north coast 
on coastal cleanup day

� e third weekend of September is always a busy 
one for us at the NEC, with the North Country Fair, 
the All Species Parade, and our biggest event of the 
year—Coastal Cleanup Day!

Saturday, September 16, hundreds of Humboldt 
County residents woke up early to go out, get a little 
dirty and pick up some trash for Coastal Cleanup Day 
2017. Elementary, middle, high schoolers, college 
and volunteers who have been with us for years all 
showed up for the cleanup. � is widely celebrated 
day is an annual tradition for many, and we welcome 
many more volunteers each year. At almost 60 
diff erent sites more than 600 volunteers purged our 
local beaches and waterways for the better half of the 
morning and throughout the day, amassing over fi ve 
tons of garbage!

We are proud to say Coastal Cleanup Day began 
in Humboldt County over 38 years ago with the NEC 
and has since grown into the international event 
we know today. Coastal Cleanup Day is one of the 
largest volunteering events worldwide. Organized 
internationally by the Ocean Conservancy, the 
purpose is to reduce the amount of garbage, 
recycling and other debris from entering our 
waterways and oceans. 

We are ecstatic to have participated in yet another 
year of successful cleanups. Statewide, the California 
Coastal Commission’s preliminary numbers showed 
more than 42,000 volunteers cleaned up over 293,700 
pounds of trash and an additional 23,100 pounds 
of recyclables—totaling around 158 tons picked up 
from over 900 sites! 

We would not be able to put on this collaboration 
of cleaning up our beaches without all of the support 
from agencies, organizations, businesses, and of 
course you, our volunteers! Many thanks to all our site 
captains, and everyone who participated! We cannot 
thank you all enough for your continued support and 
commitment to our local cleanup eff ort.

Visit our website for a list of site captains and 
more photos of Coastal Cleanup Day. 

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Thanks to our local Coastal Cleanup Day Sponsors!
www.yournec.org/

coastalcleanup

Top: The PacOut Green Team poses with bags of debris collected at the Samoa Bridge. Photo submitted by PacOut Green Team.  
Below left: Photo: Using the CleanSwell app made entering data on debris much easier. Photo: Sydney Long.  Bottom right: One of 
many bags of debris collected by Coastal Cleanup volunteers.  Photo: Sydney Long.

Coastal   
   Cleanup Day

A SUnny, SUccessful, Sanctuary for 
All Species parade

Anne Maher
September 16 marked another successful All 

Species Parade! � is festive celebration of all species, 
organized by the NEC, crowded the Arcata plaza with 
wolves, spiders, owls and more as it marched through 
the North Country Fair. � e Trillium Dance Studio 
led the parade as a fl ock of butterfl ies, followed by 
Bandemonium and a youth drumline. � e HSU 
River Otter Citizen Science Project, clad as a romp 
of river otters, walked alongside 350 Humboldt as 
they bobbed a school of salmon overhead. Folks 
from the Arcata Playhouse teetered behind with stilt 
walkers and grand masked puppeteers, and towards 
the back came the Pacifi c Alliance for Indigenous 
and Environmental Action with their Log Walk to 
Heal the Forest. Hundreds of other critters hopped, 
crawled, and slithered alongside to the beat of the 
booming music.

� e theme of this year’s parade was Sanctuary for 
All Species, to promote the importance of our public 
lands and conservation—particularly in the context 
of our current administration’s threats to National 
Monuments and other protected areas. To represent 
that theme, umbrellas were decorated  to represent a 
variety of public lands including Patricks Point State 
Park, Marine Protected Areas, and Yellowstone. � e 
Mountain Lion Federation, the HSU Art Education 
Club, EPIC, and others contributed to decorating 
these beautiful representative sanctuaries. When the 
band gave a special queue, the parade’s species ran for 
protection under their nearest umbrella.

� e weather was warm and welcoming, and 
the streets were were bustling with fair-goers and 
paraders of all ages. Many attendees arrived wearing 
masks made at the NEC’s Parade workshop at the 
Sanctuary earlier in the month, a tradition that we 
hope to continue.

We at the NEC are greatly looking forward to 
planning many future celebrations for all species. 
We heartedly thank the Same Old People, organizers 
of the North Country Fair, for creating the space 
for this wonderful event and helping fund parade 
preparations. Special thanks to 350 Humboldt for 
helping to purchase the umbrellas. And, of course, 
many thanks to everyone who participated and 
donated their time and creativity to make the Parade 
a colorful, joyous experience! 

� e All Species Parade is a unique celebration of 
the biodiversity that we seek to protect, and to spread 
the knowledge that every ant, avian, and animal is 
signifi cant. We hope that you enjoyed the parade, 
and that it was a pleasant and fun reminder of the 
importance of all species and the sanctuaries that 
they depend on.

All photos by Mark Larson, except top left courtesy of Rob 
DiPerna (EPIC), and lower right by Morgan Corviday. 
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the biodiversity that we seek to protect, and to spread 
the knowledge that every ant, avian, and animal is 
signifi cant. We hope that you enjoyed the parade, 
and that it was a pleasant and fun reminder of the 
importance of all species and the sanctuaries that 
they depend on.

All photos by Mark Larson, except top left courtesy of Rob 
DiPerna (EPIC), and lower right by Morgan Corviday. 
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Hiking in the Yolla Bolly–Middle Eel Wilderness. Photo: Scott LaMorte. 

Congressman Huff man shares a draft vision for protecting and 
restoring threatened wild lands and streams on federal public lands 

in northwestern California. 

New Draft Wilderness Proposal

Ryan Hansen
California Wilderness Coalition

� e NEC and other conservation groups 
have spent decades fi ghting to restore and defend 
northwestern California’s federal public lands against 
powerful industries seeking to log the forests, mine 
the earth, and fi ll in what remained with paved roads.

� e latest chapter in this historic struggle is 
a happy one: Congressman Jared Huff man has 
released draft legislation known as the Northern 
California Conservation and Recreation Act that 
would establish a massive Special Restoration Area 
and protect threatened wild lands and streams 
on federal public lands in Del Norte, Humboldt, 
Mendocino, and Trinity counties. Congressman 
Huff man has posted a copy of this legislation on his 
website for public review at www.huff man.house.
gov/rep-huff mans-legislation-to-protect-the-north-
coast-s-spectacular-wild-places-and-rivers-0. 
Among other provisions, the draft legislation would:

• Establish an 800,000-acre South Fork Trinity-
Mad River Special Restoration Area in the South 
Fork Trinity River watershed and the Forest Service 
portion of the Mad River watershed in southern 
Trinity and eastern Humboldt counties. Within 

this area, the ecological health of previously 
logged forests will be improved and the danger of 
unnaturally severe fi res will be reduced through a 
careful program of individual tree-cutting, especially 
along roads. Proceeds from the sale of the trees will 
be returned to fund additional restoration in the 
Special Restoration Area, including steps to improve 
habitat for endangered salmon and steelhead trout.

• Protect over 326,000 acres of federal public lands 
as wilderness by expanding nine existing wilderness 
areas and establishing 10 new ones. Wilderness is 
the strongest protection available for certain areas 
of public land under federal law. While camping, 
hunting, fi shing, horseback riding, and other 
recreational activities can continue in these areas, 
logging, mining, the construction of new roads, and 
other development is prohibited. � e following new 
wilderness areas will be protected by the legislation: 
Underwood, Bonanza King, Mad River Buttes, South 
Fork Trinity River, Chinquapin, Headwaters Forest, 
Pattison, Redwood Creek, Black Butte River and 
English Ridge. � e following existing wilderness 
areas will be expanded by the legislation: Siskiyou, 
Trinity Alps, Chanchelulla, Mount Lassic, Yolla 
Bolly-Middle Eel, South Fork Eel, Yuki, Sanhedrin, 
and North Fork Eel. 

Continued on page 19
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The Cape Horn Dam, one of two dams on the Eel River up for relicensing with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
Photo courtesy of Friends of the Eel River. 

Eel River Dams up for Relicensing; 
Removal Best Chance for Fish

Tom Wheeler
EPIC

Humboldt County has released a draft ordinance 
that would regulate future recreational and medical 
cannabis cultivation, processing, distribution, testing, 
and sale, and the necessary draft Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) that examines the potential 
environmental impacts of the ordinance. Describing 
the ordinance and the environmental document in 
a few words is tough—together, all documents total 
over 1,000 pages. Here’s a simplifi ed summary.

� e draft ordinance itself is a respectable piece 
of regulation. Adherence to it would signifi cantly 
reduce the environmental impacts from an individual 
cannabis farm through numerous mandatory 
conservation measures. � e draft ordinance, among 
other things:

• Requires stored water be used to grow plants, 
in most circumstances, and outlaws water trucks.

• Bans all light pollution from cultivation.
• Signifi cantly reduces generator use (banned for 

most operations) and noise.
• Mandates good soil conservation and 

treatment, which in turn will reduce pollution and 
increase soil carbon sequestration. 

In addition to built-in protections, the draft 
EIR identifi ed additional mitigation measures that 
must be adhered to in order to reduce and mitigate 
potentially signifi cant environmental impacts. � ese 
additional mitigation measures signifi cantly “up” the 
level of protection aff orded by the county’s cannabis 
program. (For example, the draft EIR mandates 
surveys for rare and sensitive species and protections 
for their habitat.)

In sum, a cannabis farm that adheres to this 
ordinance is highly unlikely to cause a signifi cant 
environmental eff ect, and, in fact, would cause 
less impacts than virtually any other kind of farm, 
as no other farms are regulated so tightly. � is is 
a good thing.

The problem is that Humboldt County still 
struggles with illegal and unpermitted grows. � e 
destruction in the hills will not be solved by this 
ordinance because so much of the damage is coming 
from black market grow operations—those that 
have refused to participate in any of the nascent 
attempts at regulation. Humboldt will continue to 
suff er environmental harm until there is suffi  cient 
enforcement against those who violate the law. 

EPIC, the NEC, and others question whether 
the county should permit additional new cannabis 
farms when it is already struggling to enforce 
existing regulation.

New Cannabis 
Ordinance: 

Good on Paper!

Scott Greacen
Friends of the Eel River

Every 30 to 50 years, hydropower projects get 
relicensed. Everyone knows that hydroelectric power 
is clean power, dams are good for rivers and fi sh, and 
even old dams never suff er any serious failures. So 
we should keep them all! Right?

Wrong. � e Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC), infamous for its disdain for 
the environmental impacts of the dams it licenses, 
subscribes to the above statements. At Friends of 
the Eel River (FOER), we have always known that we 
couldn’t look to FERC to change the status quo on 
the Eel River. Still, the depth of FERC’s indiff erence 
to its job as a regulatory agency is astonishing. 

� is past April, the Pacifi c Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) fi led initial paperwork to begin 
relicensing the two Eel River dams and diversion 
works known as the Potter Valley Project. When 
FERC issued its scoping document —which identifi es 
key issues and outlines the process for making a 
relicensing determination—the only path forward 
presented was the unsustainable and illegal status 
quo: dam and diversion operations likely to lead to 
the extinction of Eel River steelhead during the next 
license period. 

We should be clear here: dam removal, by itself, 
probably isn’t enough to secure the habitat Eel River 
salmon and steelhead need to survive and begin to 
recover their populations. Dam removal is, however, 

an essential fi rst step, and one that we can and must 
take now. More than 250 stream miles of high-quality 
steelhead habitat are locked behind the impassible 
Scott Dam. Meanwhile, the 12-mile stretch below 
Scott Dam and above Cape Horn Dam operates 
as an ecological trap, with cold-water fl ows from 
the upper dam encouraging salmon and steelhead 
to spawn, but not to migrate downriver in time to 
survive. Instead, juvenile salmon and steelhead feed 
invasive pikeminnow.

We were a bit shocked that FERC refused 
to even consider any alternatives, especially 
decommissioning. Over the summer, we 
asked members of the public to request that 
decommissioning be included as an alternative in 
comments to FERC. 

A lot of people claim to be working for the 
recovery of the Eel River these days. We actually do 
it. Friends of the Eel River put together extensive, 
detailed comments on FERC’s scoping document 
with the help of key fi sheries groups like CalTrout, 
Trout Unlimited, California Sportfi shing Alliance, 
the Pacifi c Coast Federation of Fishermens’ 
Associations (PCFFA), and the Native Fish Society. 
� e Round Valley Tribes and Wiyot Tribe, who have 
claims of still greater legal weight than those we can 
bring on behalf of Eel River fi sheries, have stepped 
up and delivered substantive comments as well. 

As bad as the FERC process has been so far, it’s 
about to get worse. By mid-September, we’ll see a revised 
scoping document... Continued on page 19

Hiking in the Yolla Bolly–Middle Eel Wilderness. Photo: Scott LaMorte. 

Congressman Huff man shares a draft vision for protecting and 
restoring threatened wild lands and streams on federal public lands 

in northwestern California. 

New Draft Wilderness Proposal

Ryan Hansen
California Wilderness Coalition

� e NEC and other conservation groups 
have spent decades fi ghting to restore and defend 
northwestern California’s federal public lands against 
powerful industries seeking to log the forests, mine 
the earth, and fi ll in what remained with paved roads.

� e latest chapter in this historic struggle is 
a happy one: Congressman Jared Huff man has 
released draft legislation known as the Northern 
California Conservation and Recreation Act that 
would establish a massive Special Restoration Area 
and protect threatened wild lands and streams 
on federal public lands in Del Norte, Humboldt, 
Mendocino, and Trinity counties. Congressman 
Huff man has posted a copy of this legislation on his 
website for public review at www.huff man.house.
gov/rep-huff mans-legislation-to-protect-the-north-
coast-s-spectacular-wild-places-and-rivers-0. 
Among other provisions, the draft legislation would:

• Establish an 800,000-acre South Fork Trinity-
Mad River Special Restoration Area in the South 
Fork Trinity River watershed and the Forest Service 
portion of the Mad River watershed in southern 
Trinity and eastern Humboldt counties. Within 

this area, the ecological health of previously 
logged forests will be improved and the danger of 
unnaturally severe fi res will be reduced through a 
careful program of individual tree-cutting, especially 
along roads. Proceeds from the sale of the trees will 
be returned to fund additional restoration in the 
Special Restoration Area, including steps to improve 
habitat for endangered salmon and steelhead trout.

• Protect over 326,000 acres of federal public lands 
as wilderness by expanding nine existing wilderness 
areas and establishing 10 new ones. Wilderness is 
the strongest protection available for certain areas 
of public land under federal law. While camping, 
hunting, fi shing, horseback riding, and other 
recreational activities can continue in these areas, 
logging, mining, the construction of new roads, and 
other development is prohibited. � e following new 
wilderness areas will be protected by the legislation: 
Underwood, Bonanza King, Mad River Buttes, South 
Fork Trinity River, Chinquapin, Headwaters Forest, 
Pattison, Redwood Creek, Black Butte River and 
English Ridge. � e following existing wilderness 
areas will be expanded by the legislation: Siskiyou, 
Trinity Alps, Chanchelulla, Mount Lassic, Yolla 
Bolly-Middle Eel, South Fork Eel, Yuki, Sanhedrin, 
and North Fork Eel. 
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Nat Pennington
� e Karuk Tribe has lived along the Klamath 

River since time immemorial. And as long as the 
Tribe has lived along the Klamath, they have relied 
upon the spring-run of Chinook salmon, known 
as “springers.” Now, because of a history of dams, 
logging, and mining, the springers are in danger of 
extinction—and with their extinction, a piece of the 
Karuk Tribe will be lost too. Spring Chinook are a 
fundamental part of Karuk culture and tradition. � e 
return of spring Chinook initiated the beginning of 
the fi rst salmon ceremony followed by a new season 
of harvest and processing of salmon. To stave off  this 
threat, the Karuk Tribe has petitioned the National 
Marine Fisheries Service to list the Upper Klamath 
Basin Spring-Run Chinook as threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).

� e Environmental Protection Information 
Center (EPIC) previously petitioned to list the 
springers, but their petition was denied because the 
National Marine Fisheries Service said that there 
was not enough genetic evidence that the spring-
run Chinook were any diff erent from their relatively 
more abundant fall-run brethren. 

Recent scientifi c evidence shows that the two 
diff erent runs are markedly diff erent—something 
that the Tribe had known and argued all along. A 
study produced by researchers from UC Davis and 
published in the journal Science Advances looked at 
the genetics of spring and fall-run Chinook salmon 
in the Klamath. � e study found that a genetic 
diff erence between spring and fall Chinook in a 
gene called Greb1L plays an important role in fat 
metabolism. 

Leaked Document Confirms 
Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument 

on Chopping Block
Ryan Hansen

California Wilderness Coalition

A leaked document shared by the Wall Street 
Journal confi rms that Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke is seeking to reduce the size of six national 
monuments, including the Cascade-Siskiyou 
National Monument that straddles the Oregon-
California border. 

Secretary Zinke’s recommendations were 
made in response to President Trump’s April 2017 
Executive Order, instructing Zinke to “review” 27 
national monuments, about half of the national 
monuments that have been designated since 1994. 
� ese public lands were designated as national 
monuments under the 1906 Antiquities Act, which 
gives presidents the authority to designate federal 
public lands as national monuments to protect 
important natural and cultural features and values. 

� e Trump Administration put seven California 
national monuments under review: Berryessa-Snow 
Mountain, Carrizo Plain, Giant Sequoia, Mojave 
Trails, Sand to Snow, San Gabriel Mountains, 
and Cascade-Siskiyou. While conservationists are 

cautiously optimistic that the leaked document 
means that all but Cascade-Siskiyou are spared 
in California, nothing is certain with the Trump 
administration. � e other national monuments 
threatened according to the leaked document from 
the Wall Street Journal include:

• Bears Ear National Monument in Utah
• Gold Butte National Monument in Nevada
• Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
in Utah
• Katahdin Woods and Waters National 
Monument in Maine
• Northeast Canyons and Seamounts National 
Monument in the Atlantic Ocean
• Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument in New Mexico
• Pacifi c Remote Islands Marine National 
Monument in the Pacifi c Ocean west of Hawaii
• Rio Grande Del Norte National Monument in 
New Mexico
• Rose Atoll Marine National Monument in the 
Pacifi c Ocean

In California, regions where diff erent mountain 
ranges come together tend to have a great diversity 
of plant and wildlife species. � ese places also 
serve as critical wildlife migration paths. One such 
ecological hot spot is just east of Interstate 5 in 
extreme Northern California and Southern Oregon 
where the Siskiyou Mountains, Cascade Range and 
Modoc Plateau come together. In 2000, President Bill 
Clinton established the Cascade Siskiyou National 
Monument (CSNM) to protect some of the public 
lands in this unique region. As a result, the CSNM 
became the fi rst monument set aside in the US solely 
for the preservation of biological diversity. In 2016, 
President Obama doubled the size of the CSNM, 
including several thousand acres in California just 
north of the Klamath River. 

Conservationists will continue to fi ght to protect 
the CSNM and the other threatened terrestrial and 
marine monuments from the Trump administration 
and its allies in Congress.

Continued on page 9
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areas has never before been a partisan issue. In the past 
decade, Presidents Barack Obama and George W. Bush 
declared several ocean areas protected due to their 
signifi cant and unique historical, cultural, scientifi c, 
ecological, economical, and recreational signifi cance.

Former Congresswoman Lynn Woosley 
explained the long process it took to establish marine 
sanctuaries throughout her 20-year congressional 
career.  She fi nished her heart-felt speech at the 
forum stating, “Now, President Trump is threatening 
our work after a 45-day review, and I am telling you, 
we will not let that happen.” 

“By not allowing oil and gas drilling within their 
boundaries, our marine sanctuaries have retained 
and enhanced economic opportunity for commercial 
fi shermen to the tune of billions of dollars,” stated 
Oppenheim. 

Senator Mike McGuire highlighted the thriving 
coastal economy, stating “� e California coast is a 
world wonder—150 billion visitors from across the 
globe visit the coast every year. Our coastal economy 
is one of our largest economic drivers, it’s worth $44 
billion per year.” He closed his with “Make no mistake, 
California will fi ght from the halls of congress, to 
the halls of our state capitol, into the courtroom, to 
block any shortsighted proposal to sell off  our shore 
to the highest bidder.” 

Congresswoman Pelosi called marine sanctuaries 
“irreplaceable treasures,” and urged people call their 
representatives and voice their support, especially 
those living in districts represented by Republicans.

At the local level, Mendocino, Sonoma, Marin, 
and Humboldt Counties have all adopted resolutions 
supporting current national marine sanctuary 
designations and opposing any weakening of 
protections. As the Humboldt County resolution 
notes, Humboldt County “has long supported the 
protection of vital....coastal resources, tourism, fi shing 
and mariculture cultivation industries, and stands with 
other coastal counties in their eff orts to protect these 
very pristine coastal waters.”

Delia Bense-Kang
NEC MPA Coordinator

On Wednesday, August 23, Congressman Jared 
Huff man convened a Congressional Forum on Federal 
Ocean Protections, in response to Trump’s attempt 
to undo existing protections on marine sanctuaries 
and monuments and open up California’s off shore 
waters to new oil drilling. “� ere should have been 
congressional hearings and extensive public comment 
on his attempt to reverse public protections for these 
special places. Unfortunately there was none,” stated 
Huff man in his opening remarks during the forum. 
“We are taking matters into our own hands today, so 
the people can be heard,” he said. 

� e forum featured an esteemed panel of 
lawmakers, scientists, and business leaders, including 
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi, Congresswoman 
Jackie Speier, former Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey, 
Sen. Mike McGuire, Patagonia Social Ambassador 
Scott Briscoe, Oceana’s California campaign director 
Geoff  Shester, Marine Mammal Center senior 
scientist Frances Gulland, Pacifi c Coast Federation 
of Fishermen’s Association executive director Noah 
Oppenhein and Aquarium of the Bay coast and 
ocean program director Brian Baird.  Despite it being 
midmorning and a weekday, several hundred members 
of the public fi lled the room to show support. 

Back in April, the Trump Administration released 
Executive Order 13795, a review of all designations 
and expansions of National Marine Sanctuaries and 
Marine National Monuments since 2007. � e move 
was part of the Trump administration’s “America-
First Off shore Energy Strategy.” � e notice did not 
come as a surprise, but it detailed for the fi rst time 
which ocean areas would be aff ected and triggered 
immediate pushback.  Among areas at risk are four 
treasured areas off  the California coast: � e Channel 
Islands, Monterey Bay, Cordell Bank, and Greater 
Farallones National Marine Sanctuaries. 

� is is the fi rst time a president has ever called 
for the rollback of protected areas. Protecting these 

The Congressional Forum on Federal Ocean Protections featured an esteemed panel of lawmakers, scientists, and business leaders. 
Photo: Delia Bense-Kang. 

Continued on page 20

Forum on Ocean Protection Vows to 
Fight Proposed Rollbacks

Press Release
Sierra Club

� e California Assembly adjourned on 
September 16 without taking up for a vote Senate 
Bill 100, a bill designed to get California to 100 
percent clean energy by 2045. SB 100 would have 
accelerated the state’s existing goals for transitioning 
to renewable energy and would have set a 2045 goal 
for all retail electricity in the state to be created 
without greenhouse gas pollution.

 � e Assembly Energy and Utilities Chair, Chris 
Holden, said on � ursday that the bill did not have 
enough votes to get out of his committee—necessary 
before being considered for a vote on the Assembly 
fl oor. Holden committed to continuing to work with 
the author on the bill to resolve issues raised by a 
labor lobbyist who helped block the bill.  

 Environmental, labor, justice and educational 
organizations across the states had long advocated 
for California to set a goal of moving to 100 percent 
clean energy, building on the state’s existing clean 
energy and climate leadership. Roughly 50 elected 
offi  cials, dozens of businesses, and thousands of 
local California constituents supported and actively 
advocated for California to become the largest global 
economy to move to 100 percent clean energy. � e 
Sierra Club alone counted more than 15,000 instances 
of  direct outreach to Assembly members from the 
public through calls, social media, petitions and 
other engagement methods. Meanwhile, a variety of 
recently released reports  demonstrated that setting 
strong clean energy commitments is already creating 
jobs in California communities and that the clean 
energy sector is attracting more diverse workers 
when compared with other energy sectors.

 While supporters of the bill were disappointed, 
communities and advocates across California 
are more committed than ever to seeing a strong 
commitment to 100 percent clean energy approved 
during next year’s legislative session.

California Assembly 
Fails To Pass 100% 
Clean Energy Bill
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Nancy Stevens
Vice-President, Same Old People (North Country Fair)

� e 44th Annual North Country Fair had 
another successful event on September 16 & 17 on 
the Arcata Plaza.  � e Board of Directors (aka � e 
Same Old People) have always strived to make the 
North Country Fair a landmark sustainable event in 
Humboldt County and beyond. In 2011, the North 
Country Fair signed a Zero Waste Pledge to make 
signifi cant steps for the Fair to become a Zero 
Waste event.  � e Fair partnered with Zero Waste 
Humboldt and started to make strides with both the 
vendors and the attendees towards an increasingly 
sustainable event.

� is year was no exception. Many thanks go 
to the eight food booths who all complied with the 
strict zero waste requirements. � is is the second 
year that we’ve partnered with � e Local Worm Guy 
(www.LocalWormGuy.com), but this year Lloyd and 
Stacey were on site to help us sort materials in the 
most effi  cient manner for worms to digest. We feel 
incredibly fortunate for this partnership and thankful 
for the ability for our compost to be taken locally.  

We also noticed an increase of folks who 
brought their own cup for beer and water this year!  
� ank you! Just the simple eff ort of bringing your 
own makes a big diff erence! We hope that this trend 
will continue to grow. Weight totals are not yet in 
but the trend is clear—we’re seeing more compost 
and less landfi ll!

If you were at the fair, you likely saw our team of 
amazing volunteers in bright yellow vests standing at 
each of the corners or navigating the crowds pushing 
dollies of bags...

meant to be a refl ection of what their constituents 
want, then maybe the problem is that we, their 
constituents, aren’t as well-informed, politically 
engaged, and civil as we ought to be.

If you believe that Congress is prioritizing 
corporate interests over the public interest, the best 
remedy is to take action yourself. Make your voice 
heard if you don’t want a representative that takes 
money from corporations. � e Congresswoman  I 
worked for this summer..

Meredith Garrett
I was born and raised in Southern 

California. I moved to Humboldt more 
than four years ago to pursue a degree in 
environmental policy at Humboldt State 
University, where I will be graduating this 
fall. A few years ago, I was able to intern at 
the Northcoast Environmental Center doing 
legislative analysis. For years now, I have had 
big dreams of working on environmental 
policy in the hopes of making communities 
across the nation safer and more 
enjoyable places. 

� is summer, I had the honor of interning 
on Capitol Hill through the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute. I got a glance 
at the policy-making process from inside a 
congressional offi  ce, shadowing a staff er on 
environmental policy—something that very 
few people will ever get to do during their 
lifetime. I arrived in D.C. hoping to line up 
a job for myself on the Hill. However, after 
working there for a short two months, I 
realized that D.C. was not actually where I 
wanted to work.

Like many folks, I often fi nd myself 
frustrated with Congress. It either feels like 
they’re not getting anything done or they’re 
moving in the wrong direction. Congress 
was created to be the branch of government 
that most directly represents the people. 
However, polls show that Congress’s 
disapproval ratings average at about 72 percent. I 
thought a lot about this as I worked on the Hill and I 
now see this issue in a diff erent light.

My experience in D.C. confi rmed that Congress 
is broken in many ways. Two of the primary issues 
in Congress are that corporate interests are often 
prioritized over public interests, and that the current 
political arena is more polarized than ever. 

Members of Congress are only soundboards 
for their constituents. If Members of Congress are 

Meredith Garrett speaks wth the California  2nd District  Congressman  
Jared Huff man.  Photo courtesy of Meredith Garrett.
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Trump/Zinke Seek 
to Open Public 

Lands to Extraction
Dan Sealy

Director’s Orders (DO‘s) are the National Park 
Service’s  law-based public policies that guide the actions 
and priorities of managing national park lands for future 
generations. DO 100 was written as a foundational 
statement of purpose.  � e title, DO 100, refers to 
the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service, 
and represented current and emerging challenges in 
managing parks in the Service’s second century.

DO 100 was initiated in the moderate conservative 
administration of George W. Bush and was based 
upon recommendations from the independent 
Science Committee of the National Park System 
Advisory Board in 2012. DO 100 identifi es climate 
change, biodiversity loss, invasive species, land use 
changes, and pollution as primary issues that require 
comprehensive, science-based management responses 
to ensure that the parks’ irreplaceable natural and 
cultural treasures are preserved “unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations.” 

On August 16, the Trump Administration 
simply rescinded the newly adopted DO 100 with no 
replacement and no new vision to replace it.

Meanwhile, a recently-leaked document 
from Interior Secretary Zinke  labeled  “Draft 
Deliberative—Not for Distribution” itemizes 
proposed  reductions in ten National Monuments, 
on land and at sea (See page 7 for more info). 

Zinke’s recommendations welcome logging, 
commercial activities, and new energy exploration 
on public lands, referring to extraction of resources 
such as grazing, logging, coal mining and commercial 
fi shing—which are restricted within most Monument 
boundaries—as “traditional uses.”

“No other administration has gone this far,” said 
Kristen Brengel, vice president of government aff airs 
for the National Parks Conservation Association.   
“� is law was intended to protect places from 
development, not promote damaging natural and 
cultural resources.”

Spring Chinook are able to put on about 30 
percent more body fat than fall Chinook. � is makes 
sense to Karuk Councilman Josh Saxon. “We can 
taste the diff erence. � ey enter the river full of body 
fat which is why they taste so good.” 

“We have known all along that fall Chinook and 
spring Chinook, or ishyaat, are a distinct species,” 
says Leaf Hillman, Director of the Karuk Natural 
Resources Department. “It’s about time western 
science catches up to traditional wisdom since that’s 
what is needed to make the policy changes necessary 
to save this part of our culture.”

Although the diff erence in DNA is small, the 
implications are large, explains Craig Tucker, Ph.D., 
Policy Advocate for the Karuk Tribe. “� e research 
shows that the diff erence between spring and fall-
run Chinook is a small change in a single gene. 
� is change has occurred only once in Chinook’s 
evolutionary history which means that if we lose 
spring Chinook, we can’t expect them to re-appear 
for millions of years.”

Springers are in obvious trouble. Every spring, 
volunteers survey the entire Salmon River and 
its tributaries in a single day to count returning 
springers. � ere was one problem this year: there 
were no fi sh to see. “We took fi lm crews to survey 
a reach that included the ‘Fish Bowl’ to document 
the dives and get some footage of springers,” said 
Amber Shelton, Conservation Advocate at EPIC. 
“But the springers weren’t there and the cameramen 
were unable to capture a single glimpse of them on 
fi lm.” Historically, hundreds of thousands of spring 
Chinook traveled through Karuk territory along the 
middle Klamath.

� e Karuk Tribe views ESA listing as a last 
resort. � ey are hopeful that the listing will help 
ensure that springers will still be around to help 
feed the Tribe for countless generations through 
additional protections aff orded by the ESA and 
the creation of a recovery plan. Help is on the way. 
� e Tribe is also anxiously waiting for 2020, when 
removal of four major dams on the Klamath River 
is set to begin.  (See more about spring Chinook in 
the Creature Feater, page 21.)

As Nation Reels 
from Disasters, 300+ 

Groups Endorse 
Sweeping Climate Bill

Jessica Corbett
Excerpt from article originally published online at 

CommonDreams.org

In the wake of massive storms that scientists 
agree were made much worse by global warming, 
more than 300 national, state, and local 
groups have endorsed the OFF Act, proposed 
legislation that’s been called “the strongest 
climate bill ever.”

� e Off  Fossil Fuels for a Better Future Act, 
or OFF Act, was introduced in September by Rep. 
Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI), who said the proposal “paves 
the way for the United States to replace fossil fuels 
with 100 percent clean energy generation and 
use by 2035.”

� e coalition backing the legislation sent a joint 
letter to lawmakers explaining why the bill is more 
necessary than ever. “We are in a climate emergency. 
� e threat of climate chaos from global warming 
is real, and the evidence continues to mount,” the 
groups stated. “� e OFF Act will stop fossil fuel 
projects, create tens of thousands of new jobs while 
transforming our energy economy, begin to address 
environmental injustices, and put us on the path 
towards the national mobilization necessary to 
address the climate crisis.”

� e bill calls for a moratorium on new fossil 
fuel projects; ends fossil fuel subsidies and directs 
those funds instead to the clean energy transition; 
funds weatherization for low-income communities; 
extends tax credits for wind and solar; bans crude oil 
and LNG exports; and supports workers impacted 
by the transition to cleaner energy.

� e bill’s co-sponsors include Democratic Reps. 
Jamie Raskin (MD), Barbara Lee (CA), Nanette 
Barragán (CA), Ted Lieu (CA), Jan Schakowsky (IL), 
and Keith Ellison (MN).
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Nancy Stevens
Vice-President, Same Old People (North Country Fair)

� e 44th Annual North Country Fair had 
another successful event on September 16 & 17 on 
the Arcata Plaza.  � e Board of Directors (aka � e 
Same Old People) have always strived to make the 
North Country Fair a landmark sustainable event in 
Humboldt County and beyond. In 2011, the North 
Country Fair signed a Zero Waste Pledge to make 
signifi cant steps for the Fair to become a Zero 
Waste event.  � e Fair partnered with Zero Waste 
Humboldt and started to make strides with both the 
vendors and the attendees towards an increasingly 
sustainable event.

� is year was no exception. Many thanks go 
to the eight food booths who all complied with the 
strict zero waste requirements. � is is the second 
year that we’ve partnered with � e Local Worm Guy 
(www.LocalWormGuy.com), but this year Lloyd and 
Stacey were on site to help us sort materials in the 
most effi  cient manner for worms to digest. We feel 
incredibly fortunate for this partnership and thankful 
for the ability for our compost to be taken locally.  

We also noticed an increase of folks who 
brought their own cup for beer and water this year!  
� ank you! Just the simple eff ort of bringing your 
own makes a big diff erence! We hope that this trend 
will continue to grow. Weight totals are not yet in 
but the trend is clear—we’re seeing more compost 
and less landfi ll!

If you were at the fair, you likely saw our team of 
amazing volunteers in bright yellow vests standing at 
each of the corners or navigating the crowds pushing 
dollies of bags...

meant to be a refl ection of what their constituents 
want, then maybe the problem is that we, their 
constituents, aren’t as well-informed, politically 
engaged, and civil as we ought to be.

If you believe that Congress is prioritizing 
corporate interests over the public interest, the best 
remedy is to take action yourself. Make your voice 
heard if you don’t want a representative that takes 
money from corporations. � e Congresswoman  I 
worked for this summer..

Meredith Garrett
I was born and raised in Southern 

California. I moved to Humboldt more 
than four years ago to pursue a degree in 
environmental policy at Humboldt State 
University, where I will be graduating this 
fall. A few years ago, I was able to intern at 
the Northcoast Environmental Center doing 
legislative analysis. For years now, I have had 
big dreams of working on environmental 
policy in the hopes of making communities 
across the nation safer and more 
enjoyable places. 

� is summer, I had the honor of interning 
on Capitol Hill through the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute. I got a glance 
at the policy-making process from inside a 
congressional offi  ce, shadowing a staff er on 
environmental policy—something that very 
few people will ever get to do during their 
lifetime. I arrived in D.C. hoping to line up 
a job for myself on the Hill. However, after 
working there for a short two months, I 
realized that D.C. was not actually where I 
wanted to work.

Like many folks, I often fi nd myself 
frustrated with Congress. It either feels like 
they’re not getting anything done or they’re 
moving in the wrong direction. Congress 
was created to be the branch of government 
that most directly represents the people. 
However, polls show that Congress’s 
disapproval ratings average at about 72 percent. I 
thought a lot about this as I worked on the Hill and I 
now see this issue in a diff erent light.

My experience in D.C. confi rmed that Congress 
is broken in many ways. Two of the primary issues 
in Congress are that corporate interests are often 
prioritized over public interests, and that the current 
political arena is more polarized than ever. 

Members of Congress are only soundboards 
for their constituents. If Members of Congress are 

Meredith Garrett speaks wth the California  2nd District  Congressman  
Jared Huff man.  Photo courtesy of Meredith Garrett.

Continued on page 20

How to Fix Congress: What I Learned 
From Being on Capitol Hill

Continued on page 12

Waste Reduction 
Efforts at the 

North Country 
Fair Continue to

Show Success 
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Fair Waste
Continued � om page  10

The Hambro THP Sitka spruce forest with marina in the foreground. Photo courtesy 
of Friends of Del Norte. 

Unique Crescent City Sitka Grove 
Threatened by Logging

Eileen Cooper
Friends of Del Norte

A proposed Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP) in Del Norte County 
threatens to devalue—if not 
destroy—a sensitive and unique 
grove of coastal Sitka spruce 
that graces the scenic gateway at 
Crescent City’s expansive South 
Beach and Harbor. � e THP 1-17-
034-DEL “Hambro” proposes 
to harvest and substantially 
degrade the ecological value of 44 
acres of a mature unique coastal 
grove of Sitka spruce that has 
been designated as a special and 
unique area by the California 
Coastal Commission. � is Coastal 
Special Treatment Area, or STA, calls for special 
management considerations to conserve the scenic 
beauty and unique biological values of the grove.

� e Hambro THP Sitka spruce stand is 120 
years old, with very large trees—including some 
structurally-complex trees. Based on standardized 
forest classifi cation methods, the Hambro THP 
stand represents a near-climax successional stage, 
and meets the Forest Practice Rules criteria for 
designation as a Late Successional Forest. 

� e tree roots of Sitka spruce are very shallow and 
are interconnected for strength. � is, combined with 
the low elevation wetland habitat, makes this stand 
particularly vulnerable to windthrow. According to 
California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), harvest would 
reduce the canopy to below a level that sustains 
the continuance of the forest. CDFW states it 
“appears unlikely that the stand would remain a Late 
Successional Forest Stand following the fi rst winter 
storms post-harvest.”

� e Hambro THP is integral to an adjacent 
State-administered wildlife area. � is rare Buckbean 
marsh known as “Crescent City Marsh” is found 
nowhere else on the coast. Twelve rare plants, 
including endangered western lilies, grow there. Bald 

eagles and osprey frequent the grove. � e streams 
are home to endangered salmonids, tidewater goby, 
and numerous frogs. Because of these outstanding 
biological values, California resource agencies 
support acquisition of this grove. Hambro Forest 
Products is liquidating their assets, and wants cash 
now, as they are no longer in the timber business. 
Time is of the essence, and the resource agencies 
need to act now.   

� ere are also important economic and safety 
issues at stake for Del Norte County. � e tall trees act 
as a wind break for outstanding surfi ng and enjoyable 
recreation, and they protect critical infrastructure 
such as the Del Norte Solid Waste Transfer Station—as 
well as surrounding homes—from a direct hit during 
the impending predicted big Cascadia Tsunami. We 
must save these titans from the ax. � ey are more 
valuable to the County standing. 

Please send a comment to support acquisition 
and oppose Timber Harvest Plan 1-17-034-DEL 
by e-mail to santarosapubliccomment@fi re.ca.gov.  
EPIC is working cooperatively with Friends of Del 
Norte County to raise public awareness and interest 
in protecting this unique coastal Sitka Spruce stand, 
at risk from logging degradation.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
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Have you heard about the NEC’s newest program? 
Adopt-A-Block is a great way to get involved with 

your local community and help keep our streets and 
watersheds free of pollution. Look for this sticker 

around town to identify participating businesses or 
individuals. Check out the NEC’s website for more 

details on how to get involved with Adopt-A-Block!
www.yournec.org/adoptablock

...of materials headed for fi nal sorting into 
compost, recyclables, or landfi ll. Many thanks to all 
of the volunteers who were part of our team—we had 
a great group this year!  It really takes a large number 
of volunteers to work at each of the stations that are 
set out around the plaza to presort materials as they 
are disposed of.  If you, your family, and/or your 
business want to work with us in the future, please 
email NCFZeroWasteCrew@gmail.com.  We’d love 
to have you!  

Other special thanks goes to Emma Held, who 
coordinated this year’s Zero Waste eff ort, � e Worm 
Guy and his worms for breaking down our compost 
into soil, Statewide Barricade for the bike racks, 
Pacifi c Outfi tters for creating space for bike parking, 
and Arcata Mainstreet and Zero Waste Humboldt 
for the use of materials. See you next year!

Some of the 2017 North Country Fair Zero Waste Crew. 

Rob DiPerna
In the waning months of the Campaign to Save 

Headwaters Forest, prior to the consummation of 
the March 1, 1999 Headwaters Forest Agreement—
known among environmental activists of the time 
as “� e Deal”—tensions between Pacifi c Lumber 
Company (PALCO) loggers, private security, and 
Earth First! forest defenders using their bodies to slow 
the logging of the old-growth redwoods were on a 
knife’s edge. Over a decade of tension and confl ict—
punctuated by events like the Owl Creek Massacre; 
the massive non-violent civil disobedience actions 
of September 1995, 1996, and 1997; and the violent 
use of Q-tips swabbed with pepper-spray in the eyes 
of immobilized Earth First! protesters by Humboldt 
County Sheriff s Offi  ce—had created a powder-keg 
waiting only for a spark to ignite and fully explode.

� at spark was eventually generated by a face-
to-face confl ict between timber fallers and Earth 
First! forest defenders. On September 17, 1998, 
David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain was killed when 
irate Pacifi c Lumber Company timber faller, A.E. 
Ammons, cut and felled a tree directly at a group 
of Earth First! forest defenders on a logging site 
above Grizzly Creek, adjacent to Grizzly Creek 
Redwoods State Park. 

Although video tape footage recorded by 
Earth First! forest defenders clearly showed the 
angry A.E. Ammons verbally threatening to kill the 
forest defenders, then-Humboldt County District 
Attorney, Terry Farmer, refused to bring charges 
against the Pacifi c Lumber Company timber faller, 
threatening to fi le manslaughter charges against the 
forest defenders instead. 

Soon after Gypsy’s death, it was revealed that 
the California Department of Forestry & Fire 
Protection had charged Pacifi c Lumber with at least 
250 violations of the California Forest Practice Act 
between 1995 and 1997. � ese violations continued 
to accumulate in 1998, and in November of that year, 
Pacifi c Lumber became the fi rst company ever to lose 
its logging license in California. Within less than six 
months, the Headwaters Forest Agreement between 
Charles Hurwitz’s MAXXAM Corporation and its 
subsidiary Pacifi c Lumber Company, and the State 
and Federal governments was signed, sealed, and 
delivered, transferring what is now the 7,500-acre 
Headwaters Forest Reserve into public ownership for 
the price tag of $480 million. 

To the surprise of no one, the MAXXAM 
Corporation eventually ran Pacifi c Lumber into 
the ground, and by 2008, PALCO had fi led for 
bankruptcy, marking the close of nearly two decades 
of protests and confl ict between environmentalists 
and the company. 

Kin to the Earth:  David Nathan "Gypsy" Chain

Gypsy, only 24 years old, had found his way to 
the California redwoods all the way from Texas, and 
like so many of us, was captivated by the majesty of 
the redwood forest but heartbroken by its ongoing 
destruction. � e hillsides above Grizzly Creek where 
Gypsy was killed were an important connectivity 
corridor and buff er between Grizzly Creek Redwoods 
State Park, and old-growth redwood on then-Pacifi c 
Lumber Company property that has since been 
acquired by the State and added to the park. Like 
so many of the places at risk in the MAXXAM-
era old-growth liquidation logging days at Pacifi c 
Lumber, Grizzly Creek was a lesser-known and out-
of-the-way place that remained on the chopping 
block until an option for purchase was included in 
the Headwaters Forest Agreement by the California 
State Legislature at the eleventh hour. 

September 17, 2017, commemorated the 19-
year anniversary of Gypsy’s death. March 1, 2017, 
marked the 18-year anniversary of the creation of 

David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain,  traversing platforms in a redwood treesit.  Photo: Earth First! Media Center. 

the Headwaters Forest Reserve. On September 17, 
EPIC sponsored and led a hike into what is now the 
Headwaters Forest Reserve on the Salmon Pass Trail, 
accessed via the Newburg Gate in Fortuna, once the 
site of massive demonstrations against the destruction 
of Headwaters, in honor of the memory of David 
Nathan “Gypsy” Chain. Seventeen local citizens joined 
the three-mile loop hike, which includes a traverse 
through a patch of remaining old-growth redwood 
now spared from the destructive MAXXAM-era 
Pacifi c Lumber Company chainsaws, but many of 
which still bear the scar of the blue-paint-stripe mark 
that signifi ed the loggers’ intent to cut. 

� anks to David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain and the 
thousands of others who came to northern California 
from all over the country and the world to protest 
the destruction of the last remaining old-growth 
redwoods on private lands, there today stands a 
Headwaters Forest Reserve, inside which stand many 
trees that would have otherwise surely fallen. 

Remembering

Invest in the Future
Join the NEC’s Monthly 
Giving Program
For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918
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Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
These are our famous, rain-or-shine, docent-led �ield trips 
at the Marsh. Bring your binocular(s) and have a great 
morning birding! Meet in the parking lot at the end of 
South I Street (Klopp Lake) in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips 
end around 11 a.m. October 7: Larry Karsteadt; October 
14: Cédric Duhalde; October 21: Cindy Moyer; October 28: 
Alexa DeJoannis. 

For some of our more far reaching trips we would 
like to suggest donating gas money to drivers on �ield 
trips. A good rule of thumb is $5 per ½ hour drive 
time to �ield trip destination.

Sunday, October 8: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. This is a wonderful, 2- to 3-hour trip for people 
wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt Bay area. It 
takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on enjoying the 
birds! Beginners are more than welcome. Meet at the 
Refuge Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Call Jude Power (707-822-
3613) for more information.

Saturday, October 14: Willow Creek Birdwalk. Meet 
at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting 
at 9 a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our 

destination; carpooling available. This month we 
will be traveling to the coast in celebration of 
migration! Contact Melissa to join us on the coast. We 
will be birding Humboldt Bay in search of shore and 
pelagic birds; local experts will help co-lead the walk. 
All ages, abilities, and interest levels welcome! For 
more information, please contact Melissa Dougherty 
at 530-859-1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@
gmail.com.

Saturday, October 14: Southern Humboldt 
Community Park. All ages and experience levels are 
encouraged to participate on this easy, 2- to 3-hour walk. 
Binoculars are not provided (but often shared!). Water 
and a hat with a brim are recommended. We will 
park for our walk at the main entrance (near the 
playground) on Sprowl Creek Road at 9 a.m. If you 
arrive late, we will be heading west past the farmhouse, 
after possibly checking out the river �irst. No dogs, 
please. For more information please call 707-943-9786. 
David Fix will lead.

Sunday, October 15: Eureka Waterfront. Meet at 9 
a.m. at the foot of W. Del Norte St., where we will scope 
for birds o�  the public dock until everyone assembles. 

We will then drive to the base of the Hikshari’ Trail at 
Truesdale Street and bird along the trail to the Elk River 
Wildlife Sanctuary. Leader: Ralph Bucher (707-499-1247;  
thebook@reninet.com).

Sunday, October 29: College of the Redwoods. The 
College campus offers a variety of habitats: shrub 
hedges, �ields, forests, marsh, and pond. We are likely to 
see and hear migrating songbirds, soaring hawks, and 
wetlands-loving birds. Meet at 9 a.m. at the �lagpole in 
front of Administration. Parking is free on weekends! 
Led by Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Saturday, November 4: Coastal Lagoon Trail, Lake 
Earl Wildlife Area. Ken Burton will lead a walk through 
�ields and forest to the lagoon for a variety of raptors, 
songbirds, and waterfowl. Time permitting, we will visit 
other nearby sites along Lake Earl’s eastern shore. Meet 
at the trailhead, on Lake Earl Dr. just north of Audree Ln., 
at 9 a.m. for this half-day, rain-or-shine outing.

Annual Banquet
Saturday, February 28TH

The programs start at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., Arcata. 

Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and please come fragrance-free.

[continued next page]
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The California Naturalist program was created by the 
University of California to promote environmental 
stewardship, volunteerism, citizen science, and science 
education.  It is offered at partnering institutions across 
the state but most are private or non-profi t organizations; 
few are colleges.  This is ironic: most biologists will attest 
to the fundamental role of natural history in biological 
research, yet rarely do colleges offer a natural history 
course. College of the Redwoods has offered a course 
in California Natural History for decades and is in its 
second year of offering California Naturalist certifi cation 
in association with the course.  The talk will examine 
the state of natural history education today, what the 
California Naturalist program looks like at College of the 
Redwoods and will highlight specifi c examples of student 
capstone projects for the course.  Karen Reiss, Professor 
of Biology at the College of the Redwoods, will present.

Teaching Natural History Today: 
THE CALIFORNIA NATURALIST PROGRAM

AT COLLEGE OF THE REDWOODSNew Zealander photographers and tour guides Detlef 
and Carol Davies will present a fantastic talk featuring 
the colorful birds of a relatively little-known part of Peru. 
They will describe the unusual diversity to be found 
along the ‘Birding Route’ which spans all the different 
habitats from the Amazon’s tributaries in the east to the 

coastal marshes and 
dry mountain scrub in 
the west, and travels 
along the mighty 
Andes Mountain 
Range at over 11,000 
feet. The talk will 
include photos of 
many unique regional 
species found along 
the route.

The North Peru
Birding Route

Marvellous SpatuletailYellow-scarfed Tanager
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Thinking of Joining the 
National Audubon Society?

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in your 
membership on this form, rather than replying to solicita-
tions from National Audubon, $20 is sent directly to RRAS. 
This is how NAS rewards local chapters for recruiting
national members. (Otherwise, the RRAS dues share per 
new member is only a couple of dollars.) Thank you.

Chapter Membership Application
Yes, I’d like to join.
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed. (Introductory offer)
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________________________________
STATE_________ZIP_________________________________
email _____________________________________________
Local Chapter Code:  C24   
Please make checks to the National Audubon Society.

Send this application and your check to:
 National Audubon Society
 P.O. Box 422250
 Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

           ----------LOCAL CHAPTER----------      
REdWOOD REGION AUDUBON SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1054, EUREKA, CA 95502

By Hal Genger President’s Column
Fall is upon us and the fall bird migration in in full swing! 
I hope everyone is able to get out, view nature, and prac-
tice identifying birds in their winter plumage. Now is the 
time to prepare for the Christmas Bird Counts. 
 We are in the process of developing the ballot for 
the 2018 RRAS Board elections. Upcoming positions will 
be the President, Vice President, Secretary, and a director 
or two. Let me (or any board member) know if you are 
interested in any of these positions. Your service would be 
greatly appreciated.  
 Conservation issues are ongoing. Drop by the 
monthly conservation committee meeting to learn about 

unregulated marijuana grows, regulation of the aquaculture 
industry, bird-friendly areas, and more. Please contact Jim 
Clark, or better yet, attend our Conservation Committee 
meetings held the second Thursday of the month at noon 
at Rita’s  Margaritas and Mexican Grill, 1111 Fifth Street 
in Eureka. Tell us how much time you can commit (one 
hour per month or more) and what you would like to be 
involved with. Your service, large or small, is needed.

What is Citizen Science and how can you participate? A 
good way to learn is by example and that’s why we are 
featuring a few local projects. To kick off the activities, 
join us on Friday, October 13, from 7 to 8 p.m. for an 
overview of the North Coast Chapter of the Seabird 
Protection Network’s Trinidad Seabird Citizen Science 
Project by Humboldt State University professor Dan 
Barton and BLM Arcata Field Office seasonal seabird 
biologist Shannon Murphy. They will share their citizen 
science monitoring effort for seabirds of the Trinidad 
California Coastal National Monument. Learn how this 
project contributes to North Coast seabird conservation, 
why that is important, and what you can do.

 On Saturday, October 14, from 1 to 4 p.m. a 
Citizen Science Fair will include informative displays, 
demonstrations, activities, and games for all ages and 
levels of interest. Learn about Project FeederWatch, eBird, 
and other phenology projects that incorporate citizen 
observations of plants and animals to generate long-term 
data sets used for scientific discovery and decision-making. 
Meet both days at the Richard J. Guadagno Headquarters 
and Visitor Center, 1020 Ranch Road in Loleta. 
 For more information, call 707-777-5406 
or visit www.fws.gov/refuge/humboldt_bay/ 

The RRAS greatly appreciates volunteers. In fact, we are 
an entirely volunteer-run organization!
   Please join us for our Annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Celebration on Friday, October 27, from 6 
to 8 p.m., at the Humboldt Area Foundation, Emmerson 
Room, 363 Indianola Road, Bayside. All of you who 
donated time to our chapter in the past year are cordially 

invited. RRAS will furnish a selection of hot dishes, 
salads, beverages, and desserts. Feel free to bring a food 
item or beverage to share! Keeping with the tradition 
and the upcoming holiday, you are welcome to wear a 
special hat or costume. Please RSVP with your choice 
of beverage and number in your party by October 23 to 
Denise at daseeger@gmail.com or 707-444-2399.

Thank You, Volunteers!

Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week 
at Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge’s 

Citizen Science Fair on October 13 & 14

Saturday, November 4: Bear River Ridge. Tour the 
open prairies and forest edges in search of Rough-legged 
Hawks, Golden Eagles, Horned Larks, and bluebirds. 
Dress in layers and expect to return between 1 and 2 
p.m. Meet across from the Fernbridge Market at 8:30 
a.m. Keith Slauson (707-845-7779) will lead. 

Saturday, November 11: Southern Humboldt 
Community Park. See October 14. Jay Sooter and Ann 
Constantino will lead. 

Sunday, November 12: Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge. See October 8.

Saturday, November 18: Willow Creek Birdwalk. Meet 
at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting 
at 9 a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our 
destination; carpooling available. This month is Bring-
a-Kid Birding Day. In an effort to encourage youth of 
all ages to get outside, we’ll be doing a kid-friendly walk 
this month. I have a limited number of kid binoculars 
to share. Come on out and help support our young 
birders in the making! Walks generally run 2-3 hours. 
All ages, abilities and interest levels welcome! For more 
information, please contact Melissa Dougherty at 530-
859-1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@gmail.com.

Sunday, November 26: College of the Redwoods. See 
October 29.

FIELD TRIPS (cont. from previous page)



Northern Rough-winged Swallow © Alexa DeJoannis

Some twenty or so bird-watchers turned out for Ken 
Burton’s walk along North Pebble Beach Road in Crescent 
City in September. The area’s magnifi cent rocky coastline 
provided a stunning backdrop for our walk as patchy 
clouds and fog allowed the landscape to sparkle and fade 
during the morning. 
 First, we scoped the Castle Rock area for seabirds, 
meanwhile enjoying a large colony of vocal sea lions and 
seals resting and feeding around the large, offshore rock. 
A Red-necked Grebe was seen here. Also of note, a pair 
of Peregrine Falcons perched atop Castle Rock’s highest 
peak, showing a clear difference in size between the sexes. 
Then we drove to Ninth Street and walked back to Castle 
Rock, stopping along the way. Craig Strong, the marine 
biologist who had given us a program on the previous 
evening about his ongoing at-sea surveys of Marbled 
Murrelets, pointed out a pair of those very birds several 
hundred meters offshore. They’re the smallest seabirds we 

saw; they hold their heads low against their bodies, like 
their bigger cousins, the murres.
 At a few locations, including a picnic table where 
they lingered suggestively nearby and a creek crossing 
the beach where they took turns bathing, we got some 
good looks at gulls. They were mostly Western Gulls 
(WEGU), with a few California and Glaucous-winged 
Gulls (GWGU). Since they were so obligingly patient, 
we got good looks at some slightly different gulls among 
them: Western/Glaucous-winged hybrids! The two species 
are of a similar size and have heavy-looking bills, but their 
colors differ. The hybrids wear a mantle intermediate in 
color between the dark gray of WEGU and the paler color 
of GWGU, and their wing-tips are similarly intermediate 
between black and gray. Also, their white heads are faintly 
streaked in brown. WEGU never get streaks. The two 
species breed together along the Pacifi c Coast somewhat 
north of California, Ken told us, and migratory individuals 

appear on our coast in small numbers.
 We got to see the three resident cormorants 
among the sea stacks and fl ying by. Juveniles still show 
pale necks, but the fabulous breeding bling of the adults 
had faded. An osprey perched alertly in one of the spruces 
clinging bravely to the bare basalt. Three whimbrels paced 
athletically along the beach before a leashed dog, picking 
up invertebrates in the high tide zone. Both crows and 
ravens frequented this zone where comfortable homes 
fronted narrow, sandy beaches and rock cliffs.
 On the landward side of our walk, we spotted 
a fl ock of Band-tailed Pigeons banking around houses. 
A few chickadees, woodpeckers, waxwings, warblers, 
and phoebes tootled among the scattered trees and dense 
shrubberies. One of these was a Say’s Phoebe, a somewhat 
notable sight along the coast, since they like drier country. 
As usual with tyrant fl ycatchers, it gave us good looks as it 
perched ostentatiously on a power line.
 After thanking Ken for the walk, I went to the Lake 
Earl Coastal Lagoon Trail in the afternoon and enjoyed 
a ramble in a small, open wood, edged by pastures and 
the marshy lakeshore. Chickadees, waxwings, kinglets, 
woodpeckers, jays, warblers, rails, ducks, hummingbirds, 
and raptors use the varied habitat. Ken’s next walk 
(November 4) will take place there, and from what I saw, 
it looks like some good birding.

Crescent City Field Trip Report
by Alexa DeJoannis



Ah! I spot what looks like a bunch of feathers sticking 
up from an indeterminate bundle in the ragged masses 
of wrack at the high-tide limit. I walk over and kneel 
beside it. Tiny creatures flee my approaching feet as I 
walk through the wave-tossed debris laid on the beach 
by the high tides. Depending on the beach and the day, I 
may see flies, pillbugs, and sand hoppers merrily feasting 
upon bullwhip kelp and leafy seaweeds, eelgrass, and the 
occasional dead bird. 
 I have to detangle the limp, scavenged body 
from persistent threads of eel grass so I can examine it 
closely. I brush off the feathers with an old toothbrush. 
It’s been on the beach for maybe a week, and though the 
skin is still pliable, most of the flesh has been efficiently 
removed by birds (there are V-shaped notches bitten out 
of the breastbone where ravens wrestled with the protein-
rich flight muscles) and invertebrates. It’s skin, bones, 
and very tough ligaments now. Most of the dead birds 
I find on the beach look like this: well preserved by the 
salt wind and sun. They don’t smell much, and the little 
scavengers have moved on to look for fresh plunder.
  Since I’m collecting scientific data for 
the Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team 
(COASST), a citizen science research program based at 
the University of Washington, I pull out some tools from 
my backpack to process this new find: a field guide to 
beached birds, a tape measure, a pair of calipers, and a 
clipboard. The carcass in hand has got two feet and two 
wings attached, but the head has been lost on its journey 
up the beach. Birds’ heads give some helpful field marks, 
so this will be a bit of a challenge. 
 I’ll look at the feet first. There’s a key in the 

book: it takes me through a series of questions about 
webbing, number and arrangement of toes, and other 
special features that will help me place this specimen 
within a group. These feet are small, with three webbed 
toes pointing forward, and a small toe, really just a toenail, 
pointing backwards. My book tells me that this carcass 
belonged to a Tubenose. I measure the length of the ankle 
bone with the calipers. It’s 58 mm (millimeters are a lot 
easier to use for these measurements than fractions of 
an inch), which is about the length of a wine cork. The 
biggest kind of Tubenoses, albatrosses, have ankle-bones 
as long as my palm, and the bones of the littlest, the 
storm-petrels, measure the length of  a fingertip. 
 Now that I know I’m looking at one of the 
seabirds that live out beyond the breakers, cruising over 
the waves in dynamic, soaring flight, I pull on the longest 
wing feathers to draw out the long, narrow span of the 
wings. They’re really pointy, with very long feathers 
towards the tips and many short feathers filling in the 

“forearm” and “upper arm” parts of the wing. My tape 
measure gives a longish wing-chord measurement of 31 
cm. The feathers are an indiscriminate sooty gray on the 
top and bright white beneath. I use the wing key in the book 
to determine that this bird was once an (aptly named) Sooty 
Shearwater. The wing and ankle measurements match, as 
do the foot and plumage descriptions. 
 Most of the finds are simple to identify, like the 
Common Murres that are indeed common off our coast. 

But there are also somewhat unusual finds, such as a 
Rhinoceros Auklet (I found one still bearing its “rhino 
horn”!), Storm-Petrels (notoriously sneaky birds in life), 
or even landbirds. I found a Northern Mockingbird on my 
beach in July, for example. I get an excellent sense of what 
birds are living locally from this engaging exercise. 
 I fill out the rest of the data on my data sheet about 
this find, like if I found petroleum oil or fishing gear on it, 
and if the feet have gone stiff. Later, after I’ve finished my 
monthly beach walk, I’ll transfer my data to the COASST 
website. My data, along with data collected by hundreds 
of volunteers along the West Coast, contribute to studies 
on seabird ecology. These studies help us all understand 
larger trends affecting our oceans. But for me, one of 
the most immediate benefits is that I get to learn about 
pelagic seabirds while enjoying a walk on the beach; I 
can get close to birds that are usually hard to observe and 
challenge myself to identify beached birds using clear, 
well-defined keys. Pretty good fun for a bird-lover and 
environmentalist!

Looking at Dead Birds for [Citizen] Science

Sometimes the birds at the beach are alive! Black oystercatchers 

by Alexa DeJoannis

A Pelagic Cormorant in winter plumage

One of the largest Tubenoses, a Black-footed 
Albatross, cruising over the waves 

A small Horned Grebe wing
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Fair Waste
Continued � om page  10

The Hambro THP Sitka spruce forest with marina in the foreground. Photo courtesy 
of Friends of Del Norte. 

Unique Crescent City Sitka Grove 
Threatened by Logging

Eileen Cooper
Friends of Del Norte

A proposed Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP) in Del Norte County 
threatens to devalue—if not 
destroy—a sensitive and unique 
grove of coastal Sitka spruce 
that graces the scenic gateway at 
Crescent City’s expansive South 
Beach and Harbor. � e THP 1-17-
034-DEL “Hambro” proposes 
to harvest and substantially 
degrade the ecological value of 44 
acres of a mature unique coastal 
grove of Sitka spruce that has 
been designated as a special and 
unique area by the California 
Coastal Commission. � is Coastal 
Special Treatment Area, or STA, calls for special 
management considerations to conserve the scenic 
beauty and unique biological values of the grove.

� e Hambro THP Sitka spruce stand is 120 
years old, with very large trees—including some 
structurally-complex trees. Based on standardized 
forest classifi cation methods, the Hambro THP 
stand represents a near-climax successional stage, 
and meets the Forest Practice Rules criteria for 
designation as a Late Successional Forest. 

� e tree roots of Sitka spruce are very shallow and 
are interconnected for strength. � is, combined with 
the low elevation wetland habitat, makes this stand 
particularly vulnerable to windthrow. According to 
California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), harvest would 
reduce the canopy to below a level that sustains 
the continuance of the forest. CDFW states it 
“appears unlikely that the stand would remain a Late 
Successional Forest Stand following the fi rst winter 
storms post-harvest.”

� e Hambro THP is integral to an adjacent 
State-administered wildlife area. � is rare Buckbean 
marsh known as “Crescent City Marsh” is found 
nowhere else on the coast. Twelve rare plants, 
including endangered western lilies, grow there. Bald 

eagles and osprey frequent the grove. � e streams 
are home to endangered salmonids, tidewater goby, 
and numerous frogs. Because of these outstanding 
biological values, California resource agencies 
support acquisition of this grove. Hambro Forest 
Products is liquidating their assets, and wants cash 
now, as they are no longer in the timber business. 
Time is of the essence, and the resource agencies 
need to act now.   

� ere are also important economic and safety 
issues at stake for Del Norte County. � e tall trees act 
as a wind break for outstanding surfi ng and enjoyable 
recreation, and they protect critical infrastructure 
such as the Del Norte Solid Waste Transfer Station—as 
well as surrounding homes—from a direct hit during 
the impending predicted big Cascadia Tsunami. We 
must save these titans from the ax. � ey are more 
valuable to the County standing. 

Please send a comment to support acquisition 
and oppose Timber Harvest Plan 1-17-034-DEL 
by e-mail to santarosapubliccomment@fi re.ca.gov.  
EPIC is working cooperatively with Friends of Del 
Norte County to raise public awareness and interest 
in protecting this unique coastal Sitka Spruce stand, 
at risk from logging degradation.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
 

Pure Water Spas

3750 Broadway, Eureka    *    707.444.8001    *     jaysooter.com

Ad
op

t-A-Block
 

opopo

BlBlB o

 Participan

t 

Have you heard about the NEC’s newest program? 
Adopt-A-Block is a great way to get involved with 

your local community and help keep our streets and 
watersheds free of pollution. Look for this sticker 

around town to identify participating businesses or 
individuals. Check out the NEC’s website for more 

details on how to get involved with Adopt-A-Block!
www.yournec.org/adoptablock

...of materials headed for fi nal sorting into 
compost, recyclables, or landfi ll. Many thanks to all 
of the volunteers who were part of our team—we had 
a great group this year!  It really takes a large number 
of volunteers to work at each of the stations that are 
set out around the plaza to presort materials as they 
are disposed of.  If you, your family, and/or your 
business want to work with us in the future, please 
email NCFZeroWasteCrew@gmail.com.  We’d love 
to have you!  

Other special thanks goes to Emma Held, who 
coordinated this year’s Zero Waste eff ort, � e Worm 
Guy and his worms for breaking down our compost 
into soil, Statewide Barricade for the bike racks, 
Pacifi c Outfi tters for creating space for bike parking, 
and Arcata Mainstreet and Zero Waste Humboldt 
for the use of materials. See you next year!

Some of the 2017 North Country Fair Zero Waste Crew. 
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public input, even though public lands 
and natural resources belong to all 
Americans—and important scientifi c 
knowledge may reside beyond local 
communities. Another method of 
streamlining actions is to limit or remove 
the ability of citizens or organizations 
to bring legal action when a proposal 
violates the law such as the Endangered 
Species Act.  

Examples of Congress and the Trump Administration 
to accomplish the Deregulation Agenda:

Forest Management
An important forest management policy 

dilemma is characterized by how far the government 
should go in thinning forests or in fi ghting fi res 
once they start, particularly in remote wilderness 
areas. Congress is  giving lots of attention to  the 
“Resilient Federal Forests Act” H.R. 2936.  Author, 
Bill Westerman (R-AR), says his bill is needed 
because: “It’s no secret that federal forest lands are in 
dire straits.”  

A popular section of the bill moves funding 
for large fi re suppression from the U.S. Forest 
Service budget to compete within an emergency 
account with hurricanes, earthquakes and other 
national disasters. 

Conservationists, however, are concerned with 
the bill’s “streamlining” components which may 
result in drastically increased timber production based 
upon politics vs. science. When the bill was passed 
by the House Natural Resources Committee and 
sent to the full House, Brad Brooks of the Wilderness 
Society wrote, “By voting to advance H.R. 2936 
today, Congress added America’s national forests 
to the chopping block—along with the wildlife 
refuges it’s trying to sell off , and the national 
monuments the Administration wants to review 
and dismantle.”

Air Pollution
� e House Energy and Commerce 

Subcommittee on Environment 
held a hearing on four bills aimed at 
“reducing regulatory burdens on small 
manufacturers and other job creators.” 
Climate change denier and EPA Director 
Pruitt endorsed  all four bills that would  
ease environmental  regulations  for a 
select, few  industries: H.R. 1917 “the 
BRICK Act,” H.R. 350  “Recognizing the 
Protection of Motorsports (RPM) Act,” 
H.R. 1119, the “Satisfying Energy Needs 
and Saving the Environment Act,” and 
H.R. 453, the “Relief From New Source 
Performance Standards Act.”

DC Buzzword: Deregulation
To understand Washington’s obsession with 

deregulation, it is helpful to look at why the 
regulations exist in the fi rst place. For decades, the 
public watched helplessly as beaches were closed 
when oil spills came to shore, as exhaust from 
vehicles made air unhealthy, as toxins made their way 
into our waterways and food, and as wildlife teetered 
toward extinction. As a result, in the 1960s and 
1970s, the public demanded that Congress address 
these threats and pass new regulations. � e Clean 
Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts are 
examples of public pressure eff ectively translated 
into legislation. 

� e 1969 National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) is the overarching legislation that 
empowers communities to engage with the federal 
government when proposed actions might aff ect the 
environment and public health. NEPA created the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to enforce 
environmental laws. Of course, actual enforcement 
of these laws is unpopular with polluters. Industries 
that have been caught poisoning our environment 
are, understandably, unhappy about the authority 
of the EPA and routinely lobby their congressional 
representatives to reduce or eliminate regulations 
and enforcement. 

Watchdog non-profi t organizations and 
corporate interests use the threat of legal action to 
assure an agency adheres to the laws. � is potential 
legal threat can delay actions—perhaps because 
the action is, indeed, illegal even though it may be 
locally popular.

Deregulation was a foundational issue in 
President Trump’s campaign.  He has appointed 
cabinet members and directed staff  to move his 
anti-regulation agenda forward quickly using both 
executive power and support for new legislation. 
One way to move projects along more quickly is 
to “streamline” the legal process to limit public 
engagement or limit which science or alternatives 
will be considered. � ere is an implicit push for 
local input to be considered paramount to national 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 

Eyeon
Washington

Welcome NEC Fall Semester Policy Interns: 
Carlos Calleja, Taylor Ross and Jessie Avitia. 

� e four bills allow exemptions or extend 
compliance deadlines for brick makers, wood-heater 
manufacturers (which contribute signifi cantly to 
particulate air pollution), the amateur car-racing 
business (which does not want private vehicles 
modifi ed for racing to abide by car exhaust air 
quality regulations), and a portion of the coal-fueled  
electric power industry. Supporters of the bills point 
to negative impacts of environmental regulations on 
these industries.

� ose concerns were countered by public health 
and environmental groups that claimed all four 
measures would lead to dirtier air and harm to human 
health. “Air pollution just makes sick people sicker,” 
said Rebecca Bascom, a physician and Pennsylvania 
State University medical professor. 

Endangered Species
In September, the House Natural Resources 

Committee conducted a fi nal mark-up, or edit, to six 
bills that could have a negative eff ect on protecting 
our most threatened native wildlife. Examples: 
H.R. 3131, the “Endangered Species Litigation 
Reasonableness Act,” would seriously discourage 
citizen lawsuits to challenge agency decisions.  H.R. 
210, the “Native American Energy Act,” authored 
by Rep. Don Young (R-AK), would give tribes the 
ability to increase energy development on Indian 
lands by reducing federal regulations that require 
the same environmental considerations as other 
public lands.  H.R. 717, the “Listing Reform Act,” 
would amend the Endangered Species Act to allow 
the Interior or Commerce departments to  prioritize  
endangered species petitions based on criteria such 
as a political controversy to avoid consideration 
of listings opposed by industry and private 
property owners, and  H.R. 424, the “Gray Wolf 
State Management Act of 2017,” which would ban 
judicial review of the new rules de-listing wolves on 
parts of  the US. 
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public input, even though public lands 
and natural resources belong to all 
Americans—and important scientifi c 
knowledge may reside beyond local 
communities. Another method of 
streamlining actions is to limit or remove 
the ability of citizens or organizations 
to bring legal action when a proposal 
violates the law such as the Endangered 
Species Act.  

Examples of Congress and the Trump Administration 
to accomplish the Deregulation Agenda:

Forest Management
An important forest management policy 

dilemma is characterized by how far the government 
should go in thinning forests or in fi ghting fi res 
once they start, particularly in remote wilderness 
areas. Congress is  giving lots of attention to  the 
“Resilient Federal Forests Act” H.R. 2936.  Author, 
Bill Westerman (R-AR), says his bill is needed 
because: “It’s no secret that federal forest lands are in 
dire straits.”  

A popular section of the bill moves funding 
for large fi re suppression from the U.S. Forest 
Service budget to compete within an emergency 
account with hurricanes, earthquakes and other 
national disasters. 

Conservationists, however, are concerned with 
the bill’s “streamlining” components which may 
result in drastically increased timber production based 
upon politics vs. science. When the bill was passed 
by the House Natural Resources Committee and 
sent to the full House, Brad Brooks of the Wilderness 
Society wrote, “By voting to advance H.R. 2936 
today, Congress added America’s national forests 
to the chopping block—along with the wildlife 
refuges it’s trying to sell off , and the national 
monuments the Administration wants to review 
and dismantle.”

Air Pollution
� e House Energy and Commerce 

Subcommittee on Environment 
held a hearing on four bills aimed at 
“reducing regulatory burdens on small 
manufacturers and other job creators.” 
Climate change denier and EPA Director 
Pruitt endorsed  all four bills that would  
ease environmental  regulations  for a 
select, few  industries: H.R. 1917 “the 
BRICK Act,” H.R. 350  “Recognizing the 
Protection of Motorsports (RPM) Act,” 
H.R. 1119, the “Satisfying Energy Needs 
and Saving the Environment Act,” and 
H.R. 453, the “Relief From New Source 
Performance Standards Act.”

DC Buzzword: Deregulation
To understand Washington’s obsession with 

deregulation, it is helpful to look at why the 
regulations exist in the fi rst place. For decades, the 
public watched helplessly as beaches were closed 
when oil spills came to shore, as exhaust from 
vehicles made air unhealthy, as toxins made their way 
into our waterways and food, and as wildlife teetered 
toward extinction. As a result, in the 1960s and 
1970s, the public demanded that Congress address 
these threats and pass new regulations. � e Clean 
Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts are 
examples of public pressure eff ectively translated 
into legislation. 

� e 1969 National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) is the overarching legislation that 
empowers communities to engage with the federal 
government when proposed actions might aff ect the 
environment and public health. NEPA created the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to enforce 
environmental laws. Of course, actual enforcement 
of these laws is unpopular with polluters. Industries 
that have been caught poisoning our environment 
are, understandably, unhappy about the authority 
of the EPA and routinely lobby their congressional 
representatives to reduce or eliminate regulations 
and enforcement. 

Watchdog non-profi t organizations and 
corporate interests use the threat of legal action to 
assure an agency adheres to the laws. � is potential 
legal threat can delay actions—perhaps because 
the action is, indeed, illegal even though it may be 
locally popular.

Deregulation was a foundational issue in 
President Trump’s campaign.  He has appointed 
cabinet members and directed staff  to move his 
anti-regulation agenda forward quickly using both 
executive power and support for new legislation. 
One way to move projects along more quickly is 
to “streamline” the legal process to limit public 
engagement or limit which science or alternatives 
will be considered. � ere is an implicit push for 
local input to be considered paramount to national 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 

Eyeon
Washington

Welcome NEC Fall Semester Policy Interns: 
Carlos Calleja, Taylor Ross and Jessie Avitia. 

� e four bills allow exemptions or extend 
compliance deadlines for brick makers, wood-heater 
manufacturers (which contribute signifi cantly to 
particulate air pollution), the amateur car-racing 
business (which does not want private vehicles 
modifi ed for racing to abide by car exhaust air 
quality regulations), and a portion of the coal-fueled  
electric power industry. Supporters of the bills point 
to negative impacts of environmental regulations on 
these industries.

� ose concerns were countered by public health 
and environmental groups that claimed all four 
measures would lead to dirtier air and harm to human 
health. “Air pollution just makes sick people sicker,” 
said Rebecca Bascom, a physician and Pennsylvania 
State University medical professor. 

Endangered Species
In September, the House Natural Resources 

Committee conducted a fi nal mark-up, or edit, to six 
bills that could have a negative eff ect on protecting 
our most threatened native wildlife. Examples: 
H.R. 3131, the “Endangered Species Litigation 
Reasonableness Act,” would seriously discourage 
citizen lawsuits to challenge agency decisions.  H.R. 
210, the “Native American Energy Act,” authored 
by Rep. Don Young (R-AK), would give tribes the 
ability to increase energy development on Indian 
lands by reducing federal regulations that require 
the same environmental considerations as other 
public lands.  H.R. 717, the “Listing Reform Act,” 
would amend the Endangered Species Act to allow 
the Interior or Commerce departments to  prioritize  
endangered species petitions based on criteria such 
as a political controversy to avoid consideration 
of listings opposed by industry and private 
property owners, and  H.R. 424, the “Gray Wolf 
State Management Act of 2017,” which would ban 
judicial review of the new rules de-listing wolves on 
parts of  the US. 

� ere are several ways to help mitigate this problem.
If it ain’t broke, don’t throw it away!

More often than not, consumers purchase 
new cell phones because they want an upgrade, 
not because their cell phone is broken. On Apple’s 
website, already there is information about the 
iPhone X, which can’t even be pre-ordered until 
October 27, 2017…for $999.00. Not to mention the 
iPhone 8; pre-orders began on September 22, 2017— 
which costs $799.00. � e chain manufacturers and 
internet service providers that supply cell phones 

Zero Waste Humboldt 
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org

Emma Held, Project Manager
E-waste is the common term for electronic 

products at the end of their “useful life.” Computers, 
televisions, VCRs, stereos, copiers, and fax machines 
are electronic products that can be reused, refurbished, 
or recycled. Let’s focus on our cell phones.

In 2012, 1.6 billion new cell phones were 
manufactured, and the average lifespan of a new 
cell phone in the U.S. is 9 – 18 months. Each cell 
phone contains precious metals, including gallium, 
selenium, gold, mercury, chromium, niobium, 
tungsten and molybdenum, which produce a cocktail 
of toxic chemicals when disposed.  Aside from 
negative environmental impacts of extraction of 
these metals, they are often not recycled. So where 
does everything end up? � e dump. As your year-old 
cell phone sits in a pile amongst other cell phones, 
these metals seep back into the groundwater, causing 
contamination for wildlife—and us. 

Rather than designing durable, longer-lasting 
electronic devices that are conveniently refurbished 
or recycled, electronic manufacturers have promoted 
and appealed to an environmentally destructive part 
of the human psyche.  Our insatiable desire for the 
“best”, the “newest,” and the “fastest” with built-in 
obsolescence keeps us perpetually buy-buy-buying 
more, fueling industry profi ts at the planet’s expense. 

Planned Obsolescence of Cell Phones 
is an Environmental Nightmare

encourage and even incentivize the frequent 
purchase of new devices. Countless Americans will 
toss out their cell phones without consideration of 
the serious environmental impacts in their rush to 
buy the next newer, shinier thing, even though their 
current device works just fi ne. 

If it is broke, fix it!
We need to equip our national and local 

economy with the proper infrastructure to repair and 
refurbish broken electronics. Planned obsolescence 
for the sake of profi t cannot be sustained indefi nitely. 
When we transition to a society that values repair 
and durability, not only will we increase market 
demand for specialized repair skills and businesses, 
we will also increase access to low-cost technology 
for communities that need it. Too often, whole 
electronics are thrown away when they could be 
fi xed with a relatively inexpensive part replacement.  

 � ere are several repair services for cell phones 
on the Redwood Coast: iExperts in Arcata & Eureka, 
Cellairis in Eureka, and Advanced Cellular Repair in 
Fortuna. Support these local repair businesses and 
outlets for refurbishing and recycling electronics.

Information on how to fi x many devices can also 
be found at www.ifi xit.com. 

A sea of unwanted cell phones. Photo: Wikimedia CC.
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Explore the Bay / Explora la Bahía 2017
Jennifer Kalt, Director

For twelve years, Humboldt Baykeeper has off ered free, docent-led tours of the bay by 
motorboat, kayak, or canoe. Our Bay Tours program has grown to provide a variety of on-the-
water experiences for youth, elders, and everyone in between. In addition to our monthly kayak 
and motorboat tours, this year we off ered tours for teens, kids aged 8 to 12 in the City of Eureka’s 
summer day camp, and students in English as a Second Language classes.

� anks to funding from the California Coastal Conservancy, these tours are entirely free 
to participants and all gear is provided. Motorboat tours are courtesy of the Humboldt Bay 
Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District and skippers Alan Bobillot and Tim Petrusha. Bob 
Rasmussen, Jasmin Segura, and Sylvia DeRooy are knowledgeable in natural history and human 
history of Humboldt Bay, and Jasmin interprets for Spanish-speaking tour participants.

Photos clockwise from top right:  1. Kayak tours on the Elk River are paired with walking tours 
of the beautiful Hikshari’ Trail and Elk River Wildlife Area. This trail is a section of the California 
Costal Trail, which will eventually be continuous from Mexico to the Oregon border.   2.  In 
partnership with Eureka’s Parks and Recreation Department, our  kayak tours for teens provide 
opportunities to experience the peace and beauty of the bay. For many Eureka teens, it’s their 
first time on the water.   3. On Earth Day in April and Coastal Cleanup Day in September, our 

To stay informed, visit our website at 
www.humboldtbaykeeper.org, like us on Facebook, 
and follow us on Twitter @HumBaykeeper. You can 

sign up for e-newsletters by emailing us at 
alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.org.

kayak tours head to 
Indian Island, where 
we remove trash in 
partnership with the 
Wiyot Tribe. Hog 
Island Oyster Company 
and Coast Seafoods 
Company haul trash 
back to Eureka. 4. Our 
kayak tours are led by 
Humboldt Bay Aquatic 
Center guides who 
teach boating safety 
and paddling lessons, 
so there’s no experience 
necessary. 5. � is year, 
we chartered the H/V 
Madaket for a bay 
tour for two English 
Express classes. 
Students representing 
Cambodia, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, 
Mexico, and � ailand—
and their  children— 
joined Captain 
Leroy Zerlang and 
Baykeeper Bay Tours 
Coordinator Jasmin 
Segura for a lovely tour 
of the bay. Photo: Jasmin Segura.

Photo: Jennifer Kalt.

Photo: Jennifer Kalt.

Photo: Jasmin Segura.

Photo: Mary Ann Hytken, 
English Express.
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Rob DiPerna
Join EPIC on Friday, November 4, 2017 to 

celebrate 40 years of EPIC and our work to protect 
and restore wild California. It will be a fun-fi lled 
evening of dinner and 
dancing, with Joanne 
Rand, Alice DeMicele, 
and headlined by Casey 
Neill and the Norway 
Rats, so bring your 
dancing shoes! Dinner 
will be expertly crafted, 
courtesy of Sue’s 
Organics, and we will 
also have the usual silent 
auction full of enticing 
items, including tickets 
to Disneyland!

Celebrating 40 years of 
cutting-edge, innovative, 
and historically-eff ective 
advocacy for the 
protection and restoration 
of California’s forests 
and wild places in one 
night will not be easy, 
but this year’s recipient of the Richard Gienger 
Sempervirens Lifetime Achievement Award is a big 
part of getting us there. � is year, as we celebrate 40 
years of EPIC and our amazing community, we are 
honored to posthumously award the Sempervirens 
Award to the late Judi Bari for her lifetime of 
environmental and labor movement activism 
and organizing on the redwood coast. Judi Bari’s 
daughters will be present to accept the award in honor 
of their mother.

Judi Bari was far more than simply an 
environmentalist; she was an avid advocate for 
workers, and the rights of working people. In addition 
to being a prominent member of Earth First!, Judi was 
also a member of the Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW). She spent a tremendous amount of time and 
energy not only working to slow the destruction 
of the last of the old-growth redwoods, but also 
to organize and cooperate with timber and mill 
workers, many of whom knew and understood the 

consequences of the destruction 
of the forest would also mean an end to their jobs 
and way of life.

Judi, along with Daryl Cherney, was a major 
impetus behind the 1990 season of non-violent 
civil disobedience up and down the redwood 
coast of Northern California known as Redwood 
Summer, aimed at slowing the destruction of the 
last remaining old-growth redwood forest utilizing 
direct action, while groups like EPIC and others used 
the courts and political venues to forward redwood 
conservation. Famously, while on a road tour to 
promote Redwood Summer in 1989, a pipe-bomb 
exploded in the backseat of the car being driven by 
Judi and Daryl while the two were preparing for a 
show in Oakland, CA.

� e wounds suff ered by Judi Bari as a 
consequence of the pipe-bomb and complications 
therefrom would eventually claim Judi’s life in 
1997. On March 1, 1999, the Headwaters Forest 
Agreement, which most activists pejoratively 

referred to as, “� e Deal,” was consummated between 
the MAXXAM Corporation-controlled Pacifi c 
Lumber Company, the U.S. Government and the 
State of California, transferring 7,500-acres of what 

is today the Headwaters 
Forest Reserve into 
public ownership. � e 
Deal eff ectively marked 
the end of the so-called 
“Timber Wars” that 
marred our forests and 
divided our communities 
for nearly two decades. 

Although Judi did not 
survive to see the creation 
of the Headwaters Forest 
Reserve, she lives on in 
Headwaters today. On 
June 19, 2015, a plaque 
and dedication with the 
planting of 200 trees took 
place in Headwaters at 
a location now known 
as “Visionaries Grove,” 
a place dedicated to the 
hard work, sacrifi ce, and 
visionary inspiration of all 

who fought to protect Headwaters Forest. Today, the 
Headwaters Forest Reserve stands as a critical refuge 
for threatened and endangered fi sh and wildlife, 
and also as a critical landscape where restoration 
from the decades of destructive MAXXAM/Pacifi c 
Lumber logging is being driven forward. Headwaters 
also stands as a testament to Judi Bari and 
her tireless spirit.

EPIC is honored to award Judi Bari with the 
2017 Richard Gienger Sempervirens Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and is honored to celebrate Judi 
and her enduring legacy and spirit on this, our 40th 
anniversary. As we look back, we also keep our eyes 
ever-forward as we continue to push for better and 
more responsible forestry practices on private lands.
Far from being too old, EPIC is just getting warmed 
up! Please come join us and help us celebrate our 
past, present, and future!

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep cep c

past, present, and future!

referred to as, “� e Deal,” was consummated between 

Celebrate 40 Years of Protecting 
and Restoring Wild California

Visionaries Grove was dedicated to the 
activists who fought for the protection of 
Headwaters Forest. Photo: Rob DiPerna.

Judi Bari playing her fi ddle at a rally in 
February 1991. Photo: Evan Johnson. 

Judi Bari speaks at a Headwaters Rally, 
March 28, 1996. Photo: Nicholas Wilson.
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Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on 
the second Tuesday of each month in the fi rst fl oor 
conference room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront 
in Eureka.  The meeting, which covers regular business 
and conservation issues, begins at 6:45 p.m. Members 
and non-members with environmental concerns are 
encouraged to attend. When a new person comes to us 
with an environmental issue or concern, we often place 
them fi rst or early on the agenda. 

Sue Leskiw
In July, North Group sponsored two 10-year-

old girls—one from Eureka and one from Crescent 
City—to attend a week-long “River & Adventure” 
session at Lost Coast Camp near Petrolia. � is 
represented a new venue for campers sponsored 
through donations to the Lucille Vinyard/Susie van 
Kirk Environmental Education Fund.

In 2016, the Oregon Museum of Science & 
Technology discontinued its overnight camp sessions 
in Redwood National & State Parks near Orick, 
where North Group had been sending local children 
for a number of years. So, I began searching for a 
new local overnight camp with an environmental 
emphasis and discovered Lost Coast Camp in the 
Mattole Valley. � e facility’s mission is to “provide 
youth with a dynamic summer camp experience, 
which promotes building self-esteem and positive 
friendships, individual expression, and fostering an 
appreciation for the natural world.”

In exchange for their tuition, the girls agreed 
to submit an essay to North Group about their 
experience. Below are excerpts:

Camper 1: “My experience at camp brought out 
the best in me and that makes me proud of myself.  
I stepped up to help and was brave when I needed 
to be. One day I earned a medallion because I was 
willing to talk about my goals, about how I wanted 

Group photo of campers at the Lost Coast Camp in the Mattole Valley. Photo: Sue Leskiw. 

Events
One need not be a Sierra Club member to participate 
in these outings. Please join us!
Saturday October 14—North Group Humboldt 
Redwoods State Park Bull Creek Flats Loop. Beginning 
in Richardson Grove, our route upstream along Bull 
Creek leads through some of the world’s largest old 
growth forest. Be prepared to wade shallow crossings. 
Bring lunch, plentiful water, hiking footwear. M-9-A. 
Carpools  8:30 a.m. Ray’s Valley West, 9:15 a.m. Eureka 
Kmart on Hwy 101, 10 a.m. Rockefeller Grove. Leader 
Melinda 707-668-4275 or mgroomster@gmail.com. Rain, 
strong winds cancel.

Saturday October 21—North Group Del Norte 
Redwoods State Park Last Chance Coastal Trail Hike. 
An easygoing ramble through lush old-growth upon a 
stretch of Redwood Highway replaced in the 1930s by 
the present 101 route, which is evolving with the latest 
round of slope failures. Bring water and lunch. No dogs. 
Medium diffi  culty, 8 miles, less than 1,000 ft. elevation 
change. Carpools 9 a.m. Ray’s Valley West, 10:30 a.m. 
Damnation Creek trailhead (3.3 mi. north of Wilson Creek 
bridge, west side Hwy. 101) leader Ned, nedforsyth48@
gmail.com, 707-825-3652. Heavy rain cancels.

Thursday November 9—North Group Prairie Creek 
State Park Hike. A loop on the West Ridge and Prairie 
Creek Trails: out through towering ridge forest, returning 
creekside past autumn maples and bottom-land giants. 
Bring lunch, water, hiking footwear. M-6-A. Carpools 9 
a.m. Ray’s Valley West. All meet 10:15 a.m. porch at Prairie 
Creek Visitor Center. Leader Melinda 707-668-4275 or 
mgroomster@gmail.com. Steady rain cancels.

Saturday November 18—North Group Lacks Creek/
Pine Ridge Prairies Hike. Explore this nearby Bureau 
of Land Management area off  Highway 299, on new 
and old trails created by BLM, Humboldt Trails Council, 
and Redwood Coast Mountain Bike Association. We 
will see a mix of oak savannas, old-growth conifers, and 
regenerating hardwood-covered slopes. Humboldt Bay 
and ocean views a possibility. Bring lunch and water, 
and dress for a fall day at 3,600 feet elevation. Medium 
diffi  culty, about 5 miles, less than 1,000 feet elevation 
gain/loss. Carpools: Meet 9 a.m. Ray’s Valley West. Leader 
Ned, nedforsyth48@gmail.com, 707-825-3652 message 
phone. Heavy rain cancels.

NORTH  GROUP
REDWOOD  CHAPTER

to act as a person when I left camp. Now, I’m 
confi dent and sure I can do anything when I put my 
mind to it. Some of my most memorable moments 
include the mouth-watering, healthy meals; evening 
campfi res when we would sing and tell stories; and 
our counselor reading us a story before bed. I met 
unique girls and formed strong friendships and 
bonds and will never forget my cabin mates. But the 
really amazing moments were walking to the river 
through pastures and fi elds and seeing the beautiful 
mountains. � e colors were so vibrant and bright 
and they inspired me to be curious and happy. One 
night we slept under the stars on the sand lining the 
shore of the Mattole River.”

Camper 2: “� is truly was an exceptional, 
amazing camp experience, like no other I’ve had. 
� is is my fi rst time getting to explore the Lost Coast 
and this camp was an easy way to do that, through 
visiting its forests, mountains, rivers, and beaches. 
We spent almost all of our time outdoors. Every 
day we took a trip to the river. One day we went 
canoeing; another, we went to the beach and played 
in the woods. My favorite part of camp was our 
overnight at Strawberry Rock, a big rock on top of a 
mountain. � e other best part of camp was the beach 
day, where you could do so many things: play on the 
sand, swim in the water, or play games in the woods.”

North Group Underwrites Two Campers
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Beginners and experts, non-members and members, 
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings. 
Almost all of our events are free.  All of our events are 
made possible by volunteer e� ort. For more information 
about North Coast CNPS and our events, please visit our 
website: northcoastcnps.org.

ORTHCOAST  
HAPTER

N
C

Field Trips & Plant Walks
October 8, Sunday. Inland Fall Day Trip. Driving 
east along Highway 299 we will see fall color of Big-leaf 
Maple, Poison Oak, and Oregon White Oak.  We will 
stop at all the vista points, summits, campgrounds, 
and rest areas, taking in the season as presented by 
the fading winter-deciduous species, the freshly 
washed evergreen species, and the sprouting annual 

Evening Programs
At the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., 
near 7th and Union, Arcata. Refreshments at 7 p.m.; 
program at 7:30 p.m.

June 10: CNPSers hiked up Clover Gulch (near 
Ruth Lake) and discovered an oak-covered knoll by 
a mossy rock outcrop, all sparkling with pale violet 
Ithuriel’s spear (Triteleia laxa), a native, edible bulb. 
It is a “geophyte”, the subject of our October evening 
program. Below: Ithuriel’s spear. Photos: Carol Ralph.

Highlights of Summer Field Trips

October 11, Wednesday.  7:30 p.m. “� e Wonderful 
World of Geophytes.”  � e fl ower-covered landscapes 
of pre-European California included a colorful, 
diverse, and abundant group of plants whose survival 
depended on underground bulbs and tubers.  � ese 
plants, referred to as geophytes (“earth plants”), 
included lilies, fritillaries, brodiaeas, and many other 
species, many of which were important food sources 
for Native Americans.  An abundance of evidence 
now suggests this group is declining rapidly.  Based on 
35 years working in this area, Dave Imper, retired U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife ecologist, and the local “Mr. Lily,” 
will highlight the exceptional diversity of this group 
locally, explain the large-scale changes that have 
aff ected their habitats, and tell what management 
actions could slow the loss of these treasures.  � e 
recent Fremontia issue (journal of the California 
Native Plant Society) devoted to geophytes will be 
available for purchase. 

November 8, Wednesday. 7:30 p.m. “Ancient 
but Still Evolving:  the Ferns among Us.”  Ferns 
are a fascinating group of plants, with rich, and 
often bizarre, ecologies and natural histories.  Carl 
Rothfels, Assistant Professor and Curator of Ferns 
and Lycophytes at the University Herbarium, U. C. 
Berkeley, will take us on a meander through ferndom 
from a slightly evolutionary perspective, starting at 
the broadest scale (What are ferns?  How did they 
evolve?) and ending closer to home with a tour of 
Northern California fern diversity.  Along the way, he 
will touch on ferns’ secret double life, on the wonders 
of “instantaneous” speciation, the trick to being a fern 
in the desert, the challenges of fern taxonomy (Why 
do these names keep changing?), and more. 

August 12: CNPSers hiked on the ocean bluff s 
of Point St. George in Crescent City. On the 
bluff  where we sat and ate lunch, we discovered 
numerous secretive  fl owers of clustered broomrape 
(Orobanche fascicularis), a purple-fl owered form of 
this achlorophyllous (chlorophyll-lacking) parasite 
of the gumplants (pictured below). 

September 1-3: CNPSers stayed at the Mattole 
Camp and Retreat Center while exploring the Mattole 
River, the Lost Coast Trail, and the Mill Creek 
Trail. Both Humboldt County fuchsia (Epilobium 
septentrionale), the bright red fl owers on this rock 
by the Mattole River (photo below), and the similarly 
colored redwood keckiella (Keckiella corymbosa) in 
the same substrate were blooming, lighting up our 
botanizing while we splashed in the river on a hot 
day (100 degrees F!) below the camp.  � e chapter 
propagates this California fuchsia from “captive” 
plants and sells it at our plant sales.

or summer-deciduous species.  We might get as far as 
Burnt Ranch Campground. We will make short walks 
from the cars; be prepared for the weather.  Bring 
lunch and water.  Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacifi c Union 
School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata) to carpool.  Return 
late afternoon, or possibly in the evening after dinner 
in Willow Creek. Tell Carol if you know good places 
to stop, or if you are coming: 822-2015, theralphs@
humboldt1.com. 

November 4, Saturday.  Patrick’s Point Day Hike. 
Patrick’s Point State Park, north of Trinidad, is surely 
one of the best state parks of all. It has wonderful, 
varied, native plant habitats. We will traverse Sitka 
Spruce and riparian forests, meadows, rock outcrops, 
and ocean bluff s, walking about four miles. We will see 
eight species of conifers, including Bishop pine, up to  
10 species of ferns, including grape fern, a spikemoss, 
two common succulents, a curious manzanita, and 
much more. Dress for the weather, including wind; 
bring lunch and water.  Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacifi c 
Union School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata) to carpool or 
at 10 a.m. at the Bishop Pine Picnic Area. � ere is an 
entrance fee per car.  It’s good to tell Carol you are 
coming, in case plans change: 822-2015, theralphs@
humboldt1.com.
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Eel River 
Continued � om page 6

Hu� man Wilderness
Continued � om page 5

 ...from FERC (upon which the agency will accept 
no comments, but we’ll give them some anyway) and 
a pile of proposed study plans from PG&E. We’ll be 
working on comments on the proposed study plans 
for an early December 2017 deadline, as FERC plans 
to fi nalize the study plans in early February to get 
studies going in 2018. 

� is process will continue for a minimum of fi ve 
years, during which we can expect FERC to produce 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will 
set new standards for malign neglect of the critical 
environmental issues at hand for the Eel River and 
its fi sheries. However, it’s important to note that 
similar relicensing eff orts are still dragging on after 
ten or even twenty years. For those who simply 
want to maintain the status quo, that’s an acceptable 
outcome, as FERC routinely issues waivers allowing 
dams to continue to operate under out-of-date 
license terms while relicensing battles continue.

Friends of the Eel River will continue to seek 
leverage points both within and outside the FERC 
process, and will continue to dialog with stakeholders 
from every perspective who may be willing to 
support a negotiated solution involving the removal 
of the Eel River dams.  To learn more, get involved, 
or support our eff orts, visit us at www.eelriver.org.

• Protect over 480 miles of streams on federal 
land as wild and scenic rivers. Wild and scenic 
designation protects our most pristine remaining 
streams on federal land from the construction of 
new dams or major water diversions. � e largest 
stream that would be protected as a wild and scenic 
river by the legislation is the South Fork Trinity River 
above Highway 36. 

• Restore public lands aff ected by illegal trespass 
marijuana grows by establishing a partnership of 
federal, state, and local entities dedicated to cleaning 
up these polluted areas. When illegal grow sites are 
fully cleaned up and restored, they are far less likely to 
be used again for trespass cultivation. Unfortunately, 
illegal marijuana cultivation on public lands leads to 
mounds of trash and water and soil poisoned with 
herbicides and pesticides, which result in the killing 
of wildlife and a host of other problems. 

• Authorize the construction of an interagency 
visitor center in Trinity County for people seeking to 
enjoy the region’s federal public lands. 

• Require federal agencies to cooperate and 
coordinate fi re management in northwestern 
California’s wilderness areas.

• Explore the possibility of establishing the 
Bigfoot National Recreation Trail that will highlight 
the immense ecological diversity of northwestern 
California’s ancient forests and other unique 
landscapes. � e trail would run from the Yolla Bolly-
Middle Eel Wilderness in the south to the Oregon 
border, then south through the Siskiyou Wilderness 
and west through Redwood National Park and 

Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park. 
• Direct federal agencies to conduct a trails study 

that would explore ways to improve motorized and 
non-motorized recreation trail opportunities (including 
mountain bicycling) in northwestern California.

� e measure will not limit hunting or fi shing, 
close any legally-open roads or trails to vehicles, or 
aff ect access to or the use of private property.

Congressman Huff man will be taking public 
input on his draft legislation until early November 
(the date has not been announced as of print). In 
August, he held a series of public meetings to discuss 
the draft in Crescent City, Eureka, Weaverville and 
Ukiah. Over 550 people attended and support for 
Mr. Huff man’s eff orts was overwhelming. � e public 
can also comment on the draft legislation via e-mail 
at ca02publiclands@gmail.com

For more information on the draft bill, please 
contact Ryan Henson of the California Wilderness 
Coalition (CalWild) at rhenson@calwild.org or 
at 530-365-1455. CalWild, the NEC and other 
organizations hope that Representative Huff man will 
introduce the bill this winter in the House, and that 
Senator Kamala Harris will introduce it in the Senate 
soon thereafter. 

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs

• Organic teas 

• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka

~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical 

organic integrityi i t
from our back door...

to your basketto your basket
The North Coast Co-op is the only 

Certified Organic Retailer on the North 
Coast! Our knowledgeable employees 
handle all certified organic products in 

accordance with federal regulations from 
the delivery truck to your basket.  

www.northcoast.coop

ffrr

811 I St. in  Arcata • (707) 822-5947
25 4th St. in Eureka • (707) 443-6027 

or support our eff orts, visit us at www.eelriver.org.

Photo: BLM.

Steelhead, Wikimedia CC. 
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Meredith’s internship 
was through the 
Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute. 

Ocean Forum
Continued � om page 8

D.C. Experience
Continued � om page 10

According to an analysis by the Marine 
Conservation Institute (MCI), public comments 
collected at www.regulations.gov show over 
99 percent support for maintaining marine 
monuments and sanctuaries as they currently 
exist. � e review included 1,000 statistically 
randomly selected comments from the nearly 
100,000 submissions recorded. 

Despite this overwhelming support, the 
secret memo Zink sent to President Trump, 
which the Washington Post published in September, 
includes recommendations to both shrink and 
reduce protections for national monuments 
(see pages 7 and 9 for more information on this). 
The memo recommends opening the Northeast 
Canyons & Seamounts monument to commercial 
fishing, while reducing the size of the Pacific 
Remote Islands and Rose Atoll monuments.

Additionally, Interior Secretary Zinke has 
announced the offi  cial launch of a multi-year 
process to revise the 5-Year Off shore Drilling Plan, 
which would potentially allow new lease sales and 
be yet another way to open up America’s waters 
to new oil drilling, as well as seismic blasting and 
other resource extraction. � e draft proposed 
program of the new 5 year plan is anticipated to 
drop sometime in the late fall/early winter. If the 
Pacifi c is included in the plan then we can anticipate 
public hearing(s) in CA during the 60 day comment 
period.  Secretary Zinke’s recent actions are evidence 
that we must continue to fi ght to defend these 
special ocean places.  

 ...was proud to say to her constituents that she 
doesn’t take money from big oil; her constituents 
applaud her for this. Political candidates will only 
turn down corporate money if they know that this 
is what their constituents want. Find a way to make 
your voice heard.

� e only thing more powerful than money is 
the power of people in numbers. Use that power 
in whatever way you can. Vote thoughtfully. Call 
your representatives. Attend town hall meetings. 
Join rallies and protests. Join an interest group. 
Donate to causes that you believe in. Be a thoughtful 
consumer. Submit an op-ed to your local newspaper. 
And most importantly, encourage others to be 
engaged as well. � e only way we can dilute the 
infl uence of corporate interests is if we all do our 
part, whatever that part may be. Together we can be 
louder than money.

Another clear issue in Congress is that the 
parties are incredibly polarized. I saw a lot of this 
during my time on the Hill. Instead of engaging in a 
productive, bipartisan manner, many times Members 
of Congress said what they wanted to say in meetings 
and hardly lent an ear to their colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle. In briefi ngs on climate change 
and energy, for example, members of both parties 
were quick to demonize the other side with snide 
comments. � is behavior is also a refl ection of us, 
their constituents. 

� ese days, praise is given to politicians who 
stand fi rm and speak combatively, unwilling to 
compromise,  instead of to politicians who are 

interested in 
coming up with 
solutions that 
work best for 
everyone. To fi x 
this polarization, 
we need to vote 
for individuals 
who are capable of 
being cooperative 
and understanding while also sticking to their 
values. No matter where you stand, you cannot 
expect those on the other side of the aisle to 
understand your concerns if you are not willing to try 
to understand theirs.

After all of these refl ections, my props go to 
those who are being active citizens: the people 
who take the time to really learn both sides of 
current political issues. � e people who call their 
representatives and attend town hall meetings. 
� e NGOs that are educating and mobilizing the 
public. � e private businesses that are choosing to 
take social and environmental responsibility. � is is 
where progress is really being made—right here in 
our own communities, not on some hill on the other 
side of the country.

Our democracy is a beautiful thing, but it is only 
eff ective as long as its citizens are civil, engaged, and 
well-informed. � is is why I decided to work here in 
my home state. � is is where action is most needed. 
Nothing is going to get better in Congress if we, the 
people, don’t use our power to change it.

Give the Gift of EcoNews! 

Now more than ever, we need to stay informed 
and take action to protect our natural places!
EcoNews has been the North Coast’s source of 

environmental news since 1971!

Fill out the form on the back cover of 
this issue, visit us online at 

yournec.org/donate, 
call 822-6918, or stop by the offi  ce 

at 415 I St., Arcata! 

A Gift Membership to the NEC includes 
a full year of EcoNews — delivered 

right to your friend or family 
member’s mailbox!

Adopt-a-Beach

Be a part of our growing 
team of site captains 

and volunteers helping 
to keep our coast clean! 

Visit our website for 
more information 

and a list of available 
sites.

yournec.org/adoptabeach
707-822-6918
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Nat Pennington
Klamath Riverkeeper

Klamath spring-run Chinook salmon (springers) 
were once the most prolifi c fi sh in the Klamath 
Basin. With over 100,000 fi sh returning to the 
river each year to spawn, springers thrived in the 
headwater streams of the Klamath. But by the early 
20th century, springers suff ered precipitous declines 
due to hydraulic mining, logging, diversions, and 
particularly from the construction of dams on the 
Klamath, Shasta, and Trinity Rivers. In the Klamath 
River drainage above the Trinity, the Salmon River 
springers are the last self-sustaining wild population, 
with annual runs of 80–1,600 fi sh. 

Tribes in the Klamath Basin have suff ered 
both economically and spiritually since the near 
extirpation of spring Chinook in the Middle and 
Upper Klamath. According to Jeff  Mitchell of the 
Modoc and Klamath Tribes, “� e Klamath and 
Modoc peoples collectively refer to themselves as 
‘the maqlaq’ meaning the people. We are fi sh people, 
hunters and gatherers. It is the fi sh that give us life. 
Our Spring Ciyals run (Salmon and steelhead)…were 
especially important to the tribal peoples because by 
the time February would arrive after long winters… if 
we could survive until our fi rst fi sh runs in the early 
spring, we would be blessed with the life once again.”

New genetic research from U.C. Davis has 
shed light on the evolutionary history of Klamath 
River spring Chinook. Springers are genetically 
distinguishable from fall-run Chinook. � is 
diff erence is most apparent in their fat. Springers 
have a fat content of up to 22% compared to 12% in 
fall Chinook. � is fat is extremely healthy, identifi ed 
as one of the most concentrated sources of Omega 3, 
critical in development of brain tissue.

Like coho, spring-run Chinook juveniles remain 
in streams for a year or more before moving to 
the sea. Adults return to freshwater from April 
to July and congregate in deep pools where they 
hold through September and spawn.  � is strategy 
allows them to spawn and develop in upstream 
reaches of tributaries that are often inaccessible to 
fall-run Chinook. 

Temperatures below 16°C (61°F) are necessary as 
the fi sh are susceptible to disease in warmer water, 
and eggs lose viability as temperatures increase. 

Klamath dam removal would reopen vast 
amounts of good habitat for springers. Many 
tributaries to Upper Klamath Lake stay below 19°C 
(66°F) through the entire summer. Large accretions 
and subterranean springs exist under the current 
site of the Klamath dam reservoirs. � ese cool water 
pockets and deep pools, once uncovered, should 
provide suffi  cient cold-water refugia for the upstream 

migration of spring Chinook into Oregon. 
Until the dams are removed, there is much 

that can be done to help the springers. Spring 
fl ow releases from Trinity Reservoir would help 
to preserve Klamath spring Chinook until dam 
removal gives them access to required habitat. 
Better hatchery management is also important. A 
100 percent adipose fi n clip mark, to help fi shermen 
distinguish hatchery fi sh from native, is long overdue 
for hatchery production. Protection of the Salmon 
River spring Chinook is also paramount for the 
true restoration of the Klamath Basin. According to 
many climate change models, the Klamath’s volcanic 
elevations may be resilient as the climate changes, 
capturing snowpack and therefore the restoration of 
the Basin is of utmost importance for biodiversity. 

You can help springers by volunteering at your 
local Klamath Basin watershed group, attending 
public hearings and speaking on behalf of Klamath 
restoration, commenting on dam removal and water 
plans, monitoring the Klamath and reporting fi sh 
die-off s, conserving water locally, and participating 
in rallies around Klamath Basin issues. Together, let’s 
rekindle our love for these iconic salmon that are 
critical to our region’s food chain and recover them 
for generations to come. 

Spring Chinook
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

Spring Chinook and summer steelhead (bottom) in the Salmon 
River. Photo: Nat Pennington. 
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Did you know leaves make food for trees? 

Trees need sunlight, air, water and cholorphyll 
to make food for trees. Chlorophyll is what makes 
leaves green in the spring and summer. As the 
seasons change to fall and the weather is less 
warm, leaves get less light and stop making food 
to prepare for the winter. The cholorphyll fades 
and other colors like red, yellow, orange, and 
brown begin to show on leaves. 

Without food from sunlight, the stems of the 
leaves weaken, and the leaves fall from the trees 
in the winter.  The rest of the tree, like the trunk 
and branches, get food from the roots of the 
tree. This fall, see how many di� erent colors you 
can see on leaves!

Colorful Chlorophyll

word search
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We the People 2.0 confronts 
its viewers with the 
ravages of mine tailings 
and leaky containment 
ponds, of sludge and ooze 
and grue, all of which, the 
fi lm documents, are killing 
people, particularly in the 
cancer-blighted small towns 
of North America. The fi lm’s 
brief is laudable: Alongside 
documenting grassroots 
activism, including the kayak 
fl otillas that protested 
Shell Oil in Seattle, the fi lm 
focuses on legal challenges 
presented to corporations 
by granting rights to 
ecosystems.

Ocean Night
Sponsored by Surfrider Humboldt, Humboldt Baykeeper and the Northcoast Environmental Center. 

at the Arcata Theater Lounge
1036 G St, Arcata

Thursday, October 12 - Straws and Thicker than Water
Thursday, November 9 - Under an Arctic Sky and TBA

Movie Night with the NEC
Wednesday, November 15 - 6pm and 8pm

at the MiniPlex
401 I St, Arcata

bring you     bring you     

Help us continue to 
advocate, educate, and

YES!  I will help the Northcoast
 Environmental Center protect our 
watersheds, wildlands and communities!

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC 
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:

$100 - Coho Salmon

$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$25 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl

$500 - Orca

$1000 - Redwood

Other ________

I would like to become a sustaining member! 
I pledge $___________ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly. 
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

A subscription to EcoNews is included 
with your membership. 

I would like to save resources and read 
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the 
address above. 

Please choose one option:

Save resources, donate online: 
www.yournec.org, or scan the code 
at right. If you prefer, mail this form 
with a check or fi ll in your credit card 
information below. 

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 

Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we 
will list your name in publications as a donor. 
 

My gift is (check one box if applicable):  

a gift membershipin memory of

in honor of

Name of person _______________________________

(If gift 
membership)

 (student or 
low income)

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous. 

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518 

Address ____________________________

City ________________________________



Fred and Junior were reminiscent of 
a saying from Maggie Huhn, “One of 
the reasons our society has become 
such a mess is that we’re isolated 
from each other.” More gathering 
opportunities are needed to bring 
people together and the NEC hopes to 
see you at our next one! 

Join us for Ocean Night on 
October 12 and November 9, our next 
movie night on November 15, and 
“Cider for the NEC” on December 12 
at Humboldt Cider Company.
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Larry Glass, Executive Director 
and Bella Waters, Admin & 
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Fall is one of the busier times at the 
NEC. But before we start discussing 
our plans, we want to thank the 
community who has helped us achieve 
some amazing goals. 

Big Environmental News:  
At the Wharfi nger Building in Eureka 
on August 14, there was standing 
room only when Congressman 
Huff man hosted a public meeting 
to receive feedback on his draft 
legislation to increase protections 
for Northwest California’s rivers and 
mountains. NEC board members 
Larry Glass, Dan Sealy and Bob 
Morris spent the past four years 
working with the congressman and 
representatives from � e Wilderness 
Society, California Wilderness 
Coalition, Sierra Club, Pew Charitable 
Trusts, and others to draft language 
that would designate more than 300 
miles of new Wild & Scenic Rivers, 
create a Bigfoot National Recreation 
Trail, build mountain biking routes in 
Del Norte County, create partnerships 
to clean up public lands impacted 
by illegal activities (including illegal 

cannabis cultivation), expand nine 
wilderness areas, and establish ten 
new ones. � is is one of the largest 
wilderness bills to ever be discussed 
for Northern California, and, at a 
time when the future of public lands 
is unknown, it represents a strong 
move on Congressman Huff man’s 
part to model and promote the needs 
of our region’s public lands. � is also 
includes a ground breaking 800,000+ 
acre proposal called the South Fork 
Trinity/Mad River Restoration area. 
We’ll keep you posted on ways you 
can get involved once this legislation 
has been introduced. 

In other news,  our plea 
for fi nancial assistance to help us 
move to solar was answered quickly! 
We received a generous donation 
from Mark Larson to reach our 
goal of $2,400. Local solar guru 
Roger is working with our building’s 
maintenance man to determine 
options for routing the wires, and calls 
have been made to the City of Arcata 
to start the permit process. Hopefully 
by the end of this year we will be solar 
powered!

Our other fi nancial request of 
$10,000 for tech upgrades was met 
with generous donations by Margaret 

 

Zegart,  Joseph Bower, 
Mark Larson, and an 
anonymous donor 
who’s gift was “in 
honor of Tim 
McKay.” Most of 
the staff  now have 
access to newer, 
faster computers 
and no longer need 
risk dozing off  
waiting for fi les to 
load. Soon all staff  
will be working on 
better machines!

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 
of website redesign. What features 
would you like to see? Do you know 
a Drupal whiz? Let us know at nec@
yournec.org.

The Summer Bar-B-Q   
lived up to its name as a “you’ve got 
to be there” event! Not only was the 
food amazing, but Jan’s homemade 
cider and Gary’s homemade beer hit 
the spot when the temperature hit a 
high of 78 degrees! � e camaraderie, 
smiling faces and good vibes 
intermingled with the lively music by 

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 
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Rotating hosts talk with a variety of experts and guests on a range of topics
Past shows are archived on our website for download or streaming 
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Write a Letter to 
the Editor!

Letters should be 300 
words or less,  be relevant to  
EcoNews readers and material 
covered in EcoNews, and must 
include the writer’s address and 
phone number. 
Letters may be edited and shortened for space. 

The NEC reserves the right to reject any submitted 
material for any reason (e.g., size, content, writing 
style, etc.).

Send letters to editor@yournec.org.

Bouquets of virtual fl owers 
to our technology upgrade 
donors Margaret Zegart,  
Joseph Bower, Mark Larson, 
and an anonymous donor in honor of Tim 
McKay. Bouquets of sunfl owers to our solar 
project donors Ellen LeBel, Florin Barnhart, 
and Mark Larson.

Bouquets to all who helped and attended our 
Summer Bar-B-Q party, including our hosts 
Gary & Jan Friedrichsen,  oyster extraordinaire 
John Woolley, salmon supplier Pete Nichols, 
event volunteers Bill Rodstrom, Barbara 
Reisman, Erika Gonzalez Granadino and 
Sylvia van Royen, Barbara Wilkinson, Chris 
Beresford & Eleanor Jenican for growing, 
collecting & arranging the beautiful fl owers 
for all of the tables, and food donations from 
Arcata Scoop, Arise Bakery, Brio Breadworks, 
Coast Seafoods, Cypress Grove, Heart’s 

Leap Winery, Lost Coast 
Brewery, Ramone’s Bakery 
and Redwood Roots Farm.

Bouquets to the Same Old 
People, Bandemonium,  

350 Humboldt, the Arcata Playhouse, Jesse 
Jonathan and Trillium Dance Studios, our 
umbrella artists and everyone who came out 
to celebrate all species and make this year’s All 
Species Parade so spectacular!

Bouquets to this year’s Coastal Cleanup 
Day sponsors, site captains and cleanup 
volunteers! See page 3 to see our local Coastal 
Cleanup sponsors. 

Bouquets to all the creative people who 
submitted artwork for our Endangered Art Show! 
We hope you had a chance to stop by our booth 
during the North Country Fair to view them! And 
many thanks to those who bid and purchased art! 

  

Full articles of 300-600 words may 
be submitted, preferably by email. 

Please pitch your idea to the 
editor prior to submitting a draft.  
Include your phone number and 

email with all submissions, to 
editor@yournec.org

Article submissions welcome!

Anita Gilbride-Read
Volunteer bookkeeper 

I started volunteering at the NEC offi  ce about      
six years ago. NEC board member Chris Beresford had 
asked me if I would be interested in taking over one of the 
roles she had been performing, as she was fi nding herself 
to be stretched too thin. It was a natural fi t for me as I 
had been the bookkeeper for Restif Cleaning Cooperative 
for 25 years and had recently retired to help out with 
three grandchildren —all born in the same year—as their 
mothers transitioned back to work. So now I fi nd myself 
receiving checks, preparing and banking deposits, bills, 
payroll and other bookwork to be dropped off  with the NEC 
bookkeeper twice a month.

It is a joy to come into the NEC offi  ce and be greeted by 
happy and enthusiastic staff  who are obviously glad to be 
there and are committed to what they do and represent. 
And it is one of the pieces of fulfi lling a need to contribute 
back to the community that I have been priveledged to 
call home for 45 years. So if you fi nd yourself with more 
time than money, as many of us do, I encourage you to 
check out the NEC for volunteer opportunities—now 
more than ever.  We all live downstream.

Volunteer  SpotlightVolunteer  Spotlight

Our Busiest Weekend of the Year!
September brings a lot of activity around the 

NEC offi  ce in preparation for two of our biggest 
events of the year—Coastal Cleanup Day and the 
All Species Parade! 

On Saturday, September 16, over 600 volunteers 
showed up to clean 60 beaches and waterways for 
Coastal Cleanup Day, collecting about fi ve tons 
of debris! � e NEC is very proud to continue this 
longstanding volunteer tradition, that began right 
here on the North Coast. � ank you to everyone 
for your hard work! Read more about Coastal 
Cleanup Day on page 3. 

On the same day, hundreds joined the NEC at 
the North Country Fair to march and dance in this 
year’s All Species Parade! � emed “Sanctuary for 
All Species,” the parade featured painted umbrellas 
under which costumed parade participants gathered 
for “sanctuary.” � e umbrellas were decorated to 
represent various national monuments, marine 
protected areas, national forests, and parks that 
provide sanctuary for so many species. It was great 
to see so many fabulous, creative costumes! Read 
more about the parade on page 4. 

Our booth at the North County Fair was busy 
both days as fairgoers stopped by to see over 
60 pieces of art as part of our fi rst Endangered 
Art Show, buy t-shirts or chat with NEC staff , 
volunteers and board members. If you didn’t have 
a chance to stop by and see artwork by students, 
professionals and endangered species lovers, visit 
our website for the link to our Flickr album. 

Fred and Junior were reminiscent of 
a saying from Maggie Huhn, “One of 
the reasons our society has become 
such a mess is that we’re isolated 
from each other.” More gathering 
opportunities are needed to bring 
people together and the NEC hopes to 
see you at our next one! 

Join us for Ocean Night on 
October 12 and November 9, our next 
movie night on November 15, and 
“Cider for the NEC” on December 12 
at Humboldt Cider Company.
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Huff man hosted a public meeting 
to receive feedback on his draft 
legislation to increase protections 
for Northwest California’s rivers and 
mountains. NEC board members 
Larry Glass, Dan Sealy and Bob 
Morris spent the past four years 
working with the congressman and 
representatives from � e Wilderness 
Society, California Wilderness 
Coalition, Sierra Club, Pew Charitable 
Trusts, and others to draft language 
that would designate more than 300 
miles of new Wild & Scenic Rivers, 
create a Bigfoot National Recreation 
Trail, build mountain biking routes in 
Del Norte County, create partnerships 
to clean up public lands impacted 
by illegal activities (including illegal 

cannabis cultivation), expand nine 
wilderness areas, and establish ten 
new ones. � is is one of the largest 
wilderness bills to ever be discussed 
for Northern California, and, at a 
time when the future of public lands 
is unknown, it represents a strong 
move on Congressman Huff man’s 
part to model and promote the needs 
of our region’s public lands. � is also 
includes a ground breaking 800,000+ 
acre proposal called the South Fork 
Trinity/Mad River Restoration area. 
We’ll keep you posted on ways you 
can get involved once this legislation 
has been introduced. 

In other news,  our plea 
for fi nancial assistance to help us 
move to solar was answered quickly! 
We received a generous donation 
from Mark Larson to reach our 
goal of $2,400. Local solar guru 
Roger is working with our building’s 
maintenance man to determine 
options for routing the wires, and calls 
have been made to the City of Arcata 
to start the permit process. Hopefully 
by the end of this year we will be solar 
powered!

Our other fi nancial request of 
$10,000 for tech upgrades was met 
with generous donations by Margaret 

 

Zegart,  Joseph Bower, 
Mark Larson, and an 
anonymous donor 
who’s gift was “in 
honor of Tim 
McKay.” Most of 
the staff  now have 
access to newer, 
faster computers 
and no longer need 
risk dozing off  
waiting for fi les to 
load. Soon all staff  
will be working on 
better machines!

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 
of website redesign. What features 
would you like to see? Do you know 
a Drupal whiz? Let us know at nec@
yournec.org.

The Summer Bar-B-Q   
lived up to its name as a “you’ve got 
to be there” event! Not only was the 
food amazing, but Jan’s homemade 
cider and Gary’s homemade beer hit 
the spot when the temperature hit a 
high of 78 degrees! � e camaraderie, 
smiling faces and good vibes 
intermingled with the lively music by 
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Coastal   
   Cleanup Day

Over five tons of debris cleaned on the north coast 
on coastal cleanup day

� e third weekend of September is always a busy 
one for us at the NEC, with the North Country Fair, 
the All Species Parade, and our biggest event of the 
year—Coastal Cleanup Day!

Saturday, September 16, hundreds of Humboldt 
County residents woke up early to go out, get a little 
dirty and pick up some trash for Coastal Cleanup Day 
2017. Elementary, middle, high schoolers, college 
and volunteers who have been with us for years all 
showed up for the cleanup. � is widely celebrated 
day is an annual tradition for many, and we welcome 
many more volunteers each year. At almost 60 
diff erent sites more than 600 volunteers purged our 
local beaches and waterways for the better half of the 
morning and throughout the day, amassing over fi ve 
tons of garbage!

We are proud to say Coastal Cleanup Day began 
in Humboldt County over 38 years ago with the NEC 
and has since grown into the international event 
we know today. Coastal Cleanup Day is one of the 
largest volunteering events worldwide. Organized 
internationally by the Ocean Conservancy, the 
purpose is to reduce the amount of garbage, 
recycling and other debris from entering our 
waterways and oceans. 

We are ecstatic to have participated in yet another 
year of successful cleanups. Statewide, the California 
Coastal Commission’s preliminary numbers showed 
more than 42,000 volunteers cleaned up over 293,700 
pounds of trash and an additional 23,100 pounds 
of recyclables—totaling around 158 tons picked up 
from over 900 sites! 

We would not be able to put on this collaboration 
of cleaning up our beaches without all of the support 
from agencies, organizations, businesses, and of 
course you, our volunteers! Many thanks to all our site 
captains, and everyone who participated! We cannot 
thank you all enough for your continued support and 
commitment to our local cleanup eff ort.

Visit our website for a list of site captains and 
more photos of Coastal Cleanup Day. 

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Thanks to our local Coastal Cleanup Day Sponsors!
www.yournec.org/

coastalcleanup

Top: The PacOut Green Team poses with bags of debris collected at the Samoa Bridge. Photo submitted by PacOut Green Team.  
Below left: Photo: Using the CleanSwell app made entering data on debris much easier. Photo: Sydney Long.  Bottom right: One of 
many bags of debris collected by Coastal Cleanup volunteers.  Photo: Sydney Long.

Coastal   
   Cleanup Day

A SUnny, SUccessful, Sanctuary for 
All Species parade

Anne Maher
September 16 marked another successful All 

Species Parade! � is festive celebration of all species, 
organized by the NEC, crowded the Arcata plaza with 
wolves, spiders, owls and more as it marched through 
the North Country Fair. � e Trillium Dance Studio 
led the parade as a fl ock of butterfl ies, followed by 
Bandemonium and a youth drumline. � e HSU 
River Otter Citizen Science Project, clad as a romp 
of river otters, walked alongside 350 Humboldt as 
they bobbed a school of salmon overhead. Folks 
from the Arcata Playhouse teetered behind with stilt 
walkers and grand masked puppeteers, and towards 
the back came the Pacifi c Alliance for Indigenous 
and Environmental Action with their Log Walk to 
Heal the Forest. Hundreds of other critters hopped, 
crawled, and slithered alongside to the beat of the 
booming music.

� e theme of this year’s parade was Sanctuary for 
All Species, to promote the importance of our public 
lands and conservation—particularly in the context 
of our current administration’s threats to National 
Monuments and other protected areas. To represent 
that theme, umbrellas were decorated  to represent a 
variety of public lands including Patricks Point State 
Park, Marine Protected Areas, and Yellowstone. � e 
Mountain Lion Federation, the HSU Art Education 
Club, EPIC, and others contributed to decorating 
these beautiful representative sanctuaries. When the 
band gave a special queue, the parade’s species ran for 
protection under their nearest umbrella.

� e weather was warm and welcoming, and 
the streets were were bustling with fair-goers and 
paraders of all ages. Many attendees arrived wearing 
masks made at the NEC’s Parade workshop at the 
Sanctuary earlier in the month, a tradition that we 
hope to continue.

We at the NEC are greatly looking forward to 
planning many future celebrations for all species. 
We heartedly thank the Same Old People, organizers 
of the North Country Fair, for creating the space 
for this wonderful event and helping fund parade 
preparations. Special thanks to 350 Humboldt for 
helping to purchase the umbrellas. And, of course, 
many thanks to everyone who participated and 
donated their time and creativity to make the Parade 
a colorful, joyous experience! 

� e All Species Parade is a unique celebration of 
the biodiversity that we seek to protect, and to spread 
the knowledge that every ant, avian, and animal is 
signifi cant. We hope that you enjoyed the parade, 
and that it was a pleasant and fun reminder of the 
importance of all species and the sanctuaries that 
they depend on.

All photos by Mark Larson, except top left courtesy of Rob 
DiPerna (EPIC), and lower right by Morgan Corviday. 
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Hiking in the Yolla Bolly–Middle Eel Wilderness. Photo: Scott LaMorte. 

Congressman Huff man shares a draft vision for protecting and 
restoring threatened wild lands and streams on federal public lands 

in northwestern California. 

New Draft Wilderness Proposal

Ryan Hansen
California Wilderness Coalition

� e NEC and other conservation groups 
have spent decades fi ghting to restore and defend 
northwestern California’s federal public lands against 
powerful industries seeking to log the forests, mine 
the earth, and fi ll in what remained with paved roads.

� e latest chapter in this historic struggle is 
a happy one: Congressman Jared Huff man has 
released draft legislation known as the Northern 
California Conservation and Recreation Act that 
would establish a massive Special Restoration Area 
and protect threatened wild lands and streams 
on federal public lands in Del Norte, Humboldt, 
Mendocino, and Trinity counties. Congressman 
Huff man has posted a copy of this legislation on his 
website for public review at www.huff man.house.
gov/rep-huff mans-legislation-to-protect-the-north-
coast-s-spectacular-wild-places-and-rivers-0. 
Among other provisions, the draft legislation would:

• Establish an 800,000-acre South Fork Trinity-
Mad River Special Restoration Area in the South 
Fork Trinity River watershed and the Forest Service 
portion of the Mad River watershed in southern 
Trinity and eastern Humboldt counties. Within 

this area, the ecological health of previously 
logged forests will be improved and the danger of 
unnaturally severe fi res will be reduced through a 
careful program of individual tree-cutting, especially 
along roads. Proceeds from the sale of the trees will 
be returned to fund additional restoration in the 
Special Restoration Area, including steps to improve 
habitat for endangered salmon and steelhead trout.

• Protect over 326,000 acres of federal public lands 
as wilderness by expanding nine existing wilderness 
areas and establishing 10 new ones. Wilderness is 
the strongest protection available for certain areas 
of public land under federal law. While camping, 
hunting, fi shing, horseback riding, and other 
recreational activities can continue in these areas, 
logging, mining, the construction of new roads, and 
other development is prohibited. � e following new 
wilderness areas will be protected by the legislation: 
Underwood, Bonanza King, Mad River Buttes, South 
Fork Trinity River, Chinquapin, Headwaters Forest, 
Pattison, Redwood Creek, Black Butte River and 
English Ridge. � e following existing wilderness 
areas will be expanded by the legislation: Siskiyou, 
Trinity Alps, Chanchelulla, Mount Lassic, Yolla 
Bolly-Middle Eel, South Fork Eel, Yuki, Sanhedrin, 
and North Fork Eel. 

Continued on page 19
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The Cape Horn Dam, one of two dams on the Eel River up for relicensing with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
Photo courtesy of Friends of the Eel River. 

Eel River Dams up for Relicensing; 
Removal Best Chance for Fish

Tom Wheeler
EPIC

Humboldt County has released a draft ordinance 
that would regulate future recreational and medical 
cannabis cultivation, processing, distribution, testing, 
and sale, and the necessary draft Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) that examines the potential 
environmental impacts of the ordinance. Describing 
the ordinance and the environmental document in 
a few words is tough—together, all documents total 
over 1,000 pages. Here’s a simplifi ed summary.

� e draft ordinance itself is a respectable piece 
of regulation. Adherence to it would signifi cantly 
reduce the environmental impacts from an individual 
cannabis farm through numerous mandatory 
conservation measures. � e draft ordinance, among 
other things:

• Requires stored water be used to grow plants, 
in most circumstances, and outlaws water trucks.

• Bans all light pollution from cultivation.
• Signifi cantly reduces generator use (banned for 

most operations) and noise.
• Mandates good soil conservation and 

treatment, which in turn will reduce pollution and 
increase soil carbon sequestration. 

In addition to built-in protections, the draft 
EIR identifi ed additional mitigation measures that 
must be adhered to in order to reduce and mitigate 
potentially signifi cant environmental impacts. � ese 
additional mitigation measures signifi cantly “up” the 
level of protection aff orded by the county’s cannabis 
program. (For example, the draft EIR mandates 
surveys for rare and sensitive species and protections 
for their habitat.)

In sum, a cannabis farm that adheres to this 
ordinance is highly unlikely to cause a signifi cant 
environmental eff ect, and, in fact, would cause 
less impacts than virtually any other kind of farm, 
as no other farms are regulated so tightly. � is is 
a good thing.

The problem is that Humboldt County still 
struggles with illegal and unpermitted grows. � e 
destruction in the hills will not be solved by this 
ordinance because so much of the damage is coming 
from black market grow operations—those that 
have refused to participate in any of the nascent 
attempts at regulation. Humboldt will continue to 
suff er environmental harm until there is suffi  cient 
enforcement against those who violate the law. 

EPIC, the NEC, and others question whether 
the county should permit additional new cannabis 
farms when it is already struggling to enforce 
existing regulation.

New Cannabis 
Ordinance: 

Good on Paper!

Scott Greacen
Friends of the Eel River

Every 30 to 50 years, hydropower projects get 
relicensed. Everyone knows that hydroelectric power 
is clean power, dams are good for rivers and fi sh, and 
even old dams never suff er any serious failures. So 
we should keep them all! Right?

Wrong. � e Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC), infamous for its disdain for 
the environmental impacts of the dams it licenses, 
subscribes to the above statements. At Friends of 
the Eel River (FOER), we have always known that we 
couldn’t look to FERC to change the status quo on 
the Eel River. Still, the depth of FERC’s indiff erence 
to its job as a regulatory agency is astonishing. 

� is past April, the Pacifi c Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) fi led initial paperwork to begin 
relicensing the two Eel River dams and diversion 
works known as the Potter Valley Project. When 
FERC issued its scoping document —which identifi es 
key issues and outlines the process for making a 
relicensing determination—the only path forward 
presented was the unsustainable and illegal status 
quo: dam and diversion operations likely to lead to 
the extinction of Eel River steelhead during the next 
license period. 

We should be clear here: dam removal, by itself, 
probably isn’t enough to secure the habitat Eel River 
salmon and steelhead need to survive and begin to 
recover their populations. Dam removal is, however, 

an essential fi rst step, and one that we can and must 
take now. More than 250 stream miles of high-quality 
steelhead habitat are locked behind the impassible 
Scott Dam. Meanwhile, the 12-mile stretch below 
Scott Dam and above Cape Horn Dam operates 
as an ecological trap, with cold-water fl ows from 
the upper dam encouraging salmon and steelhead 
to spawn, but not to migrate downriver in time to 
survive. Instead, juvenile salmon and steelhead feed 
invasive pikeminnow.

We were a bit shocked that FERC refused 
to even consider any alternatives, especially 
decommissioning. Over the summer, we 
asked members of the public to request that 
decommissioning be included as an alternative in 
comments to FERC. 

A lot of people claim to be working for the 
recovery of the Eel River these days. We actually do 
it. Friends of the Eel River put together extensive, 
detailed comments on FERC’s scoping document 
with the help of key fi sheries groups like CalTrout, 
Trout Unlimited, California Sportfi shing Alliance, 
the Pacifi c Coast Federation of Fishermens’ 
Associations (PCFFA), and the Native Fish Society. 
� e Round Valley Tribes and Wiyot Tribe, who have 
claims of still greater legal weight than those we can 
bring on behalf of Eel River fi sheries, have stepped 
up and delivered substantive comments as well. 

As bad as the FERC process has been so far, it’s 
about to get worse. By mid-September, we’ll see a revised 
scoping document... Continued on page 19
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Nat Pennington
� e Karuk Tribe has lived along the Klamath 

River since time immemorial. And as long as the 
Tribe has lived along the Klamath, they have relied 
upon the spring-run of Chinook salmon, known 
as “springers.” Now, because of a history of dams, 
logging, and mining, the springers are in danger of 
extinction—and with their extinction, a piece of the 
Karuk Tribe will be lost too. Spring Chinook are a 
fundamental part of Karuk culture and tradition. � e 
return of spring Chinook initiated the beginning of 
the fi rst salmon ceremony followed by a new season 
of harvest and processing of salmon. To stave off  this 
threat, the Karuk Tribe has petitioned the National 
Marine Fisheries Service to list the Upper Klamath 
Basin Spring-Run Chinook as threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).

� e Environmental Protection Information 
Center (EPIC) previously petitioned to list the 
springers, but their petition was denied because the 
National Marine Fisheries Service said that there 
was not enough genetic evidence that the spring-
run Chinook were any diff erent from their relatively 
more abundant fall-run brethren. 

Recent scientifi c evidence shows that the two 
diff erent runs are markedly diff erent—something 
that the Tribe had known and argued all along. A 
study produced by researchers from UC Davis and 
published in the journal Science Advances looked at 
the genetics of spring and fall-run Chinook salmon 
in the Klamath. � e study found that a genetic 
diff erence between spring and fall Chinook in a 
gene called Greb1L plays an important role in fat 
metabolism. 

Leaked Document Confirms 
Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument 

on Chopping Block
Ryan Hansen

California Wilderness Coalition

A leaked document shared by the Wall Street 
Journal confi rms that Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke is seeking to reduce the size of six national 
monuments, including the Cascade-Siskiyou 
National Monument that straddles the Oregon-
California border. 

Secretary Zinke’s recommendations were 
made in response to President Trump’s April 2017 
Executive Order, instructing Zinke to “review” 27 
national monuments, about half of the national 
monuments that have been designated since 1994. 
� ese public lands were designated as national 
monuments under the 1906 Antiquities Act, which 
gives presidents the authority to designate federal 
public lands as national monuments to protect 
important natural and cultural features and values. 

� e Trump Administration put seven California 
national monuments under review: Berryessa-Snow 
Mountain, Carrizo Plain, Giant Sequoia, Mojave 
Trails, Sand to Snow, San Gabriel Mountains, 
and Cascade-Siskiyou. While conservationists are 

cautiously optimistic that the leaked document 
means that all but Cascade-Siskiyou are spared 
in California, nothing is certain with the Trump 
administration. � e other national monuments 
threatened according to the leaked document from 
the Wall Street Journal include:

• Bears Ear National Monument in Utah
• Gold Butte National Monument in Nevada
• Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
in Utah
• Katahdin Woods and Waters National 
Monument in Maine
• Northeast Canyons and Seamounts National 
Monument in the Atlantic Ocean
• Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument in New Mexico
• Pacifi c Remote Islands Marine National 
Monument in the Pacifi c Ocean west of Hawaii
• Rio Grande Del Norte National Monument in 
New Mexico
• Rose Atoll Marine National Monument in the 
Pacifi c Ocean

In California, regions where diff erent mountain 
ranges come together tend to have a great diversity 
of plant and wildlife species. � ese places also 
serve as critical wildlife migration paths. One such 
ecological hot spot is just east of Interstate 5 in 
extreme Northern California and Southern Oregon 
where the Siskiyou Mountains, Cascade Range and 
Modoc Plateau come together. In 2000, President Bill 
Clinton established the Cascade Siskiyou National 
Monument (CSNM) to protect some of the public 
lands in this unique region. As a result, the CSNM 
became the fi rst monument set aside in the US solely 
for the preservation of biological diversity. In 2016, 
President Obama doubled the size of the CSNM, 
including several thousand acres in California just 
north of the Klamath River. 

Conservationists will continue to fi ght to protect 
the CSNM and the other threatened terrestrial and 
marine monuments from the Trump administration 
and its allies in Congress.

Continued on page 9
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areas has never before been a partisan issue. In the past 
decade, Presidents Barack Obama and George W. Bush 
declared several ocean areas protected due to their 
signifi cant and unique historical, cultural, scientifi c, 
ecological, economical, and recreational signifi cance.

Former Congresswoman Lynn Woosley 
explained the long process it took to establish marine 
sanctuaries throughout her 20-year congressional 
career.  She fi nished her heart-felt speech at the 
forum stating, “Now, President Trump is threatening 
our work after a 45-day review, and I am telling you, 
we will not let that happen.” 

“By not allowing oil and gas drilling within their 
boundaries, our marine sanctuaries have retained 
and enhanced economic opportunity for commercial 
fi shermen to the tune of billions of dollars,” stated 
Oppenheim. 

Senator Mike McGuire highlighted the thriving 
coastal economy, stating “� e California coast is a 
world wonder—150 billion visitors from across the 
globe visit the coast every year. Our coastal economy 
is one of our largest economic drivers, it’s worth $44 
billion per year.” He closed his with “Make no mistake, 
California will fi ght from the halls of congress, to 
the halls of our state capitol, into the courtroom, to 
block any shortsighted proposal to sell off  our shore 
to the highest bidder.” 

Congresswoman Pelosi called marine sanctuaries 
“irreplaceable treasures,” and urged people call their 
representatives and voice their support, especially 
those living in districts represented by Republicans.

At the local level, Mendocino, Sonoma, Marin, 
and Humboldt Counties have all adopted resolutions 
supporting current national marine sanctuary 
designations and opposing any weakening of 
protections. As the Humboldt County resolution 
notes, Humboldt County “has long supported the 
protection of vital....coastal resources, tourism, fi shing 
and mariculture cultivation industries, and stands with 
other coastal counties in their eff orts to protect these 
very pristine coastal waters.”

Delia Bense-Kang
NEC MPA Coordinator

On Wednesday, August 23, Congressman Jared 
Huff man convened a Congressional Forum on Federal 
Ocean Protections, in response to Trump’s attempt 
to undo existing protections on marine sanctuaries 
and monuments and open up California’s off shore 
waters to new oil drilling. “� ere should have been 
congressional hearings and extensive public comment 
on his attempt to reverse public protections for these 
special places. Unfortunately there was none,” stated 
Huff man in his opening remarks during the forum. 
“We are taking matters into our own hands today, so 
the people can be heard,” he said. 

� e forum featured an esteemed panel of 
lawmakers, scientists, and business leaders, including 
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi, Congresswoman 
Jackie Speier, former Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey, 
Sen. Mike McGuire, Patagonia Social Ambassador 
Scott Briscoe, Oceana’s California campaign director 
Geoff  Shester, Marine Mammal Center senior 
scientist Frances Gulland, Pacifi c Coast Federation 
of Fishermen’s Association executive director Noah 
Oppenhein and Aquarium of the Bay coast and 
ocean program director Brian Baird.  Despite it being 
midmorning and a weekday, several hundred members 
of the public fi lled the room to show support. 

Back in April, the Trump Administration released 
Executive Order 13795, a review of all designations 
and expansions of National Marine Sanctuaries and 
Marine National Monuments since 2007. � e move 
was part of the Trump administration’s “America-
First Off shore Energy Strategy.” � e notice did not 
come as a surprise, but it detailed for the fi rst time 
which ocean areas would be aff ected and triggered 
immediate pushback.  Among areas at risk are four 
treasured areas off  the California coast: � e Channel 
Islands, Monterey Bay, Cordell Bank, and Greater 
Farallones National Marine Sanctuaries. 

� is is the fi rst time a president has ever called 
for the rollback of protected areas. Protecting these 

The Congressional Forum on Federal Ocean Protections featured an esteemed panel of lawmakers, scientists, and business leaders. 
Photo: Delia Bense-Kang. 

Continued on page 20

Forum on Ocean Protection Vows to 
Fight Proposed Rollbacks

Press Release
Sierra Club

� e California Assembly adjourned on 
September 16 without taking up for a vote Senate 
Bill 100, a bill designed to get California to 100 
percent clean energy by 2045. SB 100 would have 
accelerated the state’s existing goals for transitioning 
to renewable energy and would have set a 2045 goal 
for all retail electricity in the state to be created 
without greenhouse gas pollution.

 � e Assembly Energy and Utilities Chair, Chris 
Holden, said on � ursday that the bill did not have 
enough votes to get out of his committee—necessary 
before being considered for a vote on the Assembly 
fl oor. Holden committed to continuing to work with 
the author on the bill to resolve issues raised by a 
labor lobbyist who helped block the bill.  

 Environmental, labor, justice and educational 
organizations across the states had long advocated 
for California to set a goal of moving to 100 percent 
clean energy, building on the state’s existing clean 
energy and climate leadership. Roughly 50 elected 
offi  cials, dozens of businesses, and thousands of 
local California constituents supported and actively 
advocated for California to become the largest global 
economy to move to 100 percent clean energy. � e 
Sierra Club alone counted more than 15,000 instances 
of  direct outreach to Assembly members from the 
public through calls, social media, petitions and 
other engagement methods. Meanwhile, a variety of 
recently released reports  demonstrated that setting 
strong clean energy commitments is already creating 
jobs in California communities and that the clean 
energy sector is attracting more diverse workers 
when compared with other energy sectors.

 While supporters of the bill were disappointed, 
communities and advocates across California 
are more committed than ever to seeing a strong 
commitment to 100 percent clean energy approved 
during next year’s legislative session.

California Assembly 
Fails To Pass 100% 
Clean Energy Bill
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Nancy Stevens
Vice-President, Same Old People (North Country Fair)

� e 44th Annual North Country Fair had 
another successful event on September 16 & 17 on 
the Arcata Plaza.  � e Board of Directors (aka � e 
Same Old People) have always strived to make the 
North Country Fair a landmark sustainable event in 
Humboldt County and beyond. In 2011, the North 
Country Fair signed a Zero Waste Pledge to make 
signifi cant steps for the Fair to become a Zero 
Waste event.  � e Fair partnered with Zero Waste 
Humboldt and started to make strides with both the 
vendors and the attendees towards an increasingly 
sustainable event.

� is year was no exception. Many thanks go 
to the eight food booths who all complied with the 
strict zero waste requirements. � is is the second 
year that we’ve partnered with � e Local Worm Guy 
(www.LocalWormGuy.com), but this year Lloyd and 
Stacey were on site to help us sort materials in the 
most effi  cient manner for worms to digest. We feel 
incredibly fortunate for this partnership and thankful 
for the ability for our compost to be taken locally.  

We also noticed an increase of folks who 
brought their own cup for beer and water this year!  
� ank you! Just the simple eff ort of bringing your 
own makes a big diff erence! We hope that this trend 
will continue to grow. Weight totals are not yet in 
but the trend is clear—we’re seeing more compost 
and less landfi ll!

If you were at the fair, you likely saw our team of 
amazing volunteers in bright yellow vests standing at 
each of the corners or navigating the crowds pushing 
dollies of bags...

meant to be a refl ection of what their constituents 
want, then maybe the problem is that we, their 
constituents, aren’t as well-informed, politically 
engaged, and civil as we ought to be.

If you believe that Congress is prioritizing 
corporate interests over the public interest, the best 
remedy is to take action yourself. Make your voice 
heard if you don’t want a representative that takes 
money from corporations. � e Congresswoman  I 
worked for this summer..

Meredith Garrett
I was born and raised in Southern 

California. I moved to Humboldt more 
than four years ago to pursue a degree in 
environmental policy at Humboldt State 
University, where I will be graduating this 
fall. A few years ago, I was able to intern at 
the Northcoast Environmental Center doing 
legislative analysis. For years now, I have had 
big dreams of working on environmental 
policy in the hopes of making communities 
across the nation safer and more 
enjoyable places. 

� is summer, I had the honor of interning 
on Capitol Hill through the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute. I got a glance 
at the policy-making process from inside a 
congressional offi  ce, shadowing a staff er on 
environmental policy—something that very 
few people will ever get to do during their 
lifetime. I arrived in D.C. hoping to line up 
a job for myself on the Hill. However, after 
working there for a short two months, I 
realized that D.C. was not actually where I 
wanted to work.

Like many folks, I often fi nd myself 
frustrated with Congress. It either feels like 
they’re not getting anything done or they’re 
moving in the wrong direction. Congress 
was created to be the branch of government 
that most directly represents the people. 
However, polls show that Congress’s 
disapproval ratings average at about 72 percent. I 
thought a lot about this as I worked on the Hill and I 
now see this issue in a diff erent light.

My experience in D.C. confi rmed that Congress 
is broken in many ways. Two of the primary issues 
in Congress are that corporate interests are often 
prioritized over public interests, and that the current 
political arena is more polarized than ever. 

Members of Congress are only soundboards 
for their constituents. If Members of Congress are 

Meredith Garrett speaks wth the California  2nd District  Congressman  
Jared Huff man.  Photo courtesy of Meredith Garrett.

Continued on page 20

How to Fix Congress: What I Learned 
From Being on Capitol Hill
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Waste Reduction 
Efforts at the 

North Country 
Fair Continue to

Show Success 

Spring Chinook
Continued � om page  7

Trump/Zinke Seek 
to Open Public 

Lands to Extraction
Dan Sealy

Director’s Orders (DO‘s) are the National Park 
Service’s  law-based public policies that guide the actions 
and priorities of managing national park lands for future 
generations. DO 100 was written as a foundational 
statement of purpose.  � e title, DO 100, refers to 
the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service, 
and represented current and emerging challenges in 
managing parks in the Service’s second century.

DO 100 was initiated in the moderate conservative 
administration of George W. Bush and was based 
upon recommendations from the independent 
Science Committee of the National Park System 
Advisory Board in 2012. DO 100 identifi es climate 
change, biodiversity loss, invasive species, land use 
changes, and pollution as primary issues that require 
comprehensive, science-based management responses 
to ensure that the parks’ irreplaceable natural and 
cultural treasures are preserved “unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations.” 

On August 16, the Trump Administration 
simply rescinded the newly adopted DO 100 with no 
replacement and no new vision to replace it.

Meanwhile, a recently-leaked document 
from Interior Secretary Zinke  labeled  “Draft 
Deliberative—Not for Distribution” itemizes 
proposed  reductions in ten National Monuments, 
on land and at sea (See page 7 for more info). 

Zinke’s recommendations welcome logging, 
commercial activities, and new energy exploration 
on public lands, referring to extraction of resources 
such as grazing, logging, coal mining and commercial 
fi shing—which are restricted within most Monument 
boundaries—as “traditional uses.”

“No other administration has gone this far,” said 
Kristen Brengel, vice president of government aff airs 
for the National Parks Conservation Association.   
“� is law was intended to protect places from 
development, not promote damaging natural and 
cultural resources.”

Spring Chinook are able to put on about 30 
percent more body fat than fall Chinook. � is makes 
sense to Karuk Councilman Josh Saxon. “We can 
taste the diff erence. � ey enter the river full of body 
fat which is why they taste so good.” 

“We have known all along that fall Chinook and 
spring Chinook, or ishyaat, are a distinct species,” 
says Leaf Hillman, Director of the Karuk Natural 
Resources Department. “It’s about time western 
science catches up to traditional wisdom since that’s 
what is needed to make the policy changes necessary 
to save this part of our culture.”

Although the diff erence in DNA is small, the 
implications are large, explains Craig Tucker, Ph.D., 
Policy Advocate for the Karuk Tribe. “� e research 
shows that the diff erence between spring and fall-
run Chinook is a small change in a single gene. 
� is change has occurred only once in Chinook’s 
evolutionary history which means that if we lose 
spring Chinook, we can’t expect them to re-appear 
for millions of years.”

Springers are in obvious trouble. Every spring, 
volunteers survey the entire Salmon River and 
its tributaries in a single day to count returning 
springers. � ere was one problem this year: there 
were no fi sh to see. “We took fi lm crews to survey 
a reach that included the ‘Fish Bowl’ to document 
the dives and get some footage of springers,” said 
Amber Shelton, Conservation Advocate at EPIC. 
“But the springers weren’t there and the cameramen 
were unable to capture a single glimpse of them on 
fi lm.” Historically, hundreds of thousands of spring 
Chinook traveled through Karuk territory along the 
middle Klamath.

� e Karuk Tribe views ESA listing as a last 
resort. � ey are hopeful that the listing will help 
ensure that springers will still be around to help 
feed the Tribe for countless generations through 
additional protections aff orded by the ESA and 
the creation of a recovery plan. Help is on the way. 
� e Tribe is also anxiously waiting for 2020, when 
removal of four major dams on the Klamath River 
is set to begin.  (See more about spring Chinook in 
the Creature Feater, page 21.)

As Nation Reels 
from Disasters, 300+ 

Groups Endorse 
Sweeping Climate Bill

Jessica Corbett
Excerpt from article originally published online at 

CommonDreams.org

In the wake of massive storms that scientists 
agree were made much worse by global warming, 
more than 300 national, state, and local 
groups have endorsed the OFF Act, proposed 
legislation that’s been called “the strongest 
climate bill ever.”

� e Off  Fossil Fuels for a Better Future Act, 
or OFF Act, was introduced in September by Rep. 
Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI), who said the proposal “paves 
the way for the United States to replace fossil fuels 
with 100 percent clean energy generation and 
use by 2035.”

� e coalition backing the legislation sent a joint 
letter to lawmakers explaining why the bill is more 
necessary than ever. “We are in a climate emergency. 
� e threat of climate chaos from global warming 
is real, and the evidence continues to mount,” the 
groups stated. “� e OFF Act will stop fossil fuel 
projects, create tens of thousands of new jobs while 
transforming our energy economy, begin to address 
environmental injustices, and put us on the path 
towards the national mobilization necessary to 
address the climate crisis.”

� e bill calls for a moratorium on new fossil 
fuel projects; ends fossil fuel subsidies and directs 
those funds instead to the clean energy transition; 
funds weatherization for low-income communities; 
extends tax credits for wind and solar; bans crude oil 
and LNG exports; and supports workers impacted 
by the transition to cleaner energy.

� e bill’s co-sponsors include Democratic Reps. 
Jamie Raskin (MD), Barbara Lee (CA), Nanette 
Barragán (CA), Ted Lieu (CA), Jan Schakowsky (IL), 
and Keith Ellison (MN).
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another successful event on September 16 & 17 on 
the Arcata Plaza.  � e Board of Directors (aka � e 
Same Old People) have always strived to make the 
North Country Fair a landmark sustainable event in 
Humboldt County and beyond. In 2011, the North 
Country Fair signed a Zero Waste Pledge to make 
signifi cant steps for the Fair to become a Zero 
Waste event.  � e Fair partnered with Zero Waste 
Humboldt and started to make strides with both the 
vendors and the attendees towards an increasingly 
sustainable event.

� is year was no exception. Many thanks go 
to the eight food booths who all complied with the 
strict zero waste requirements. � is is the second 
year that we’ve partnered with � e Local Worm Guy 
(www.LocalWormGuy.com), but this year Lloyd and 
Stacey were on site to help us sort materials in the 
most effi  cient manner for worms to digest. We feel 
incredibly fortunate for this partnership and thankful 
for the ability for our compost to be taken locally.  

We also noticed an increase of folks who 
brought their own cup for beer and water this year!  
� ank you! Just the simple eff ort of bringing your 
own makes a big diff erence! We hope that this trend 
will continue to grow. Weight totals are not yet in 
but the trend is clear—we’re seeing more compost 
and less landfi ll!

If you were at the fair, you likely saw our team of 
amazing volunteers in bright yellow vests standing at 
each of the corners or navigating the crowds pushing 
dollies of bags...

meant to be a refl ection of what their constituents 
want, then maybe the problem is that we, their 
constituents, aren’t as well-informed, politically 
engaged, and civil as we ought to be.

If you believe that Congress is prioritizing 
corporate interests over the public interest, the best 
remedy is to take action yourself. Make your voice 
heard if you don’t want a representative that takes 
money from corporations. � e Congresswoman  I 
worked for this summer..
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California. I moved to Humboldt more 
than four years ago to pursue a degree in 
environmental policy at Humboldt State 
University, where I will be graduating this 
fall. A few years ago, I was able to intern at 
the Northcoast Environmental Center doing 
legislative analysis. For years now, I have had 
big dreams of working on environmental 
policy in the hopes of making communities 
across the nation safer and more 
enjoyable places. 

� is summer, I had the honor of interning 
on Capitol Hill through the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute. I got a glance 
at the policy-making process from inside a 
congressional offi  ce, shadowing a staff er on 
environmental policy—something that very 
few people will ever get to do during their 
lifetime. I arrived in D.C. hoping to line up 
a job for myself on the Hill. However, after 
working there for a short two months, I 
realized that D.C. was not actually where I 
wanted to work.

Like many folks, I often fi nd myself 
frustrated with Congress. It either feels like 
they’re not getting anything done or they’re 
moving in the wrong direction. Congress 
was created to be the branch of government 
that most directly represents the people. 
However, polls show that Congress’s 
disapproval ratings average at about 72 percent. I 
thought a lot about this as I worked on the Hill and I 
now see this issue in a diff erent light.

My experience in D.C. confi rmed that Congress 
is broken in many ways. Two of the primary issues 
in Congress are that corporate interests are often 
prioritized over public interests, and that the current 
political arena is more polarized than ever. 

Members of Congress are only soundboards 
for their constituents. If Members of Congress are 

Meredith Garrett speaks wth the California  2nd District  Congressman  
Jared Huff man.  Photo courtesy of Meredith Garrett.
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The Hambro THP Sitka spruce forest with marina in the foreground. Photo courtesy 
of Friends of Del Norte. 

Unique Crescent City Sitka Grove 
Threatened by Logging

Eileen Cooper
Friends of Del Norte

A proposed Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP) in Del Norte County 
threatens to devalue—if not 
destroy—a sensitive and unique 
grove of coastal Sitka spruce 
that graces the scenic gateway at 
Crescent City’s expansive South 
Beach and Harbor. � e THP 1-17-
034-DEL “Hambro” proposes 
to harvest and substantially 
degrade the ecological value of 44 
acres of a mature unique coastal 
grove of Sitka spruce that has 
been designated as a special and 
unique area by the California 
Coastal Commission. � is Coastal 
Special Treatment Area, or STA, calls for special 
management considerations to conserve the scenic 
beauty and unique biological values of the grove.

� e Hambro THP Sitka spruce stand is 120 
years old, with very large trees—including some 
structurally-complex trees. Based on standardized 
forest classifi cation methods, the Hambro THP 
stand represents a near-climax successional stage, 
and meets the Forest Practice Rules criteria for 
designation as a Late Successional Forest. 

� e tree roots of Sitka spruce are very shallow and 
are interconnected for strength. � is, combined with 
the low elevation wetland habitat, makes this stand 
particularly vulnerable to windthrow. According to 
California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), harvest would 
reduce the canopy to below a level that sustains 
the continuance of the forest. CDFW states it 
“appears unlikely that the stand would remain a Late 
Successional Forest Stand following the fi rst winter 
storms post-harvest.”

� e Hambro THP is integral to an adjacent 
State-administered wildlife area. � is rare Buckbean 
marsh known as “Crescent City Marsh” is found 
nowhere else on the coast. Twelve rare plants, 
including endangered western lilies, grow there. Bald 

eagles and osprey frequent the grove. � e streams 
are home to endangered salmonids, tidewater goby, 
and numerous frogs. Because of these outstanding 
biological values, California resource agencies 
support acquisition of this grove. Hambro Forest 
Products is liquidating their assets, and wants cash 
now, as they are no longer in the timber business. 
Time is of the essence, and the resource agencies 
need to act now.   

� ere are also important economic and safety 
issues at stake for Del Norte County. � e tall trees act 
as a wind break for outstanding surfi ng and enjoyable 
recreation, and they protect critical infrastructure 
such as the Del Norte Solid Waste Transfer Station—as 
well as surrounding homes—from a direct hit during 
the impending predicted big Cascadia Tsunami. We 
must save these titans from the ax. � ey are more 
valuable to the County standing. 

Please send a comment to support acquisition 
and oppose Timber Harvest Plan 1-17-034-DEL 
by e-mail to santarosapubliccomment@fi re.ca.gov.  
EPIC is working cooperatively with Friends of Del 
Norte County to raise public awareness and interest 
in protecting this unique coastal Sitka Spruce stand, 
at risk from logging degradation.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
 

Pure Water Spas

3750 Broadway, Eureka    *    707.444.8001    *     jaysooter.com

Ad
op

t-A-Block
 

 Participan

t 

Have you heard about the NEC’s newest program? 
Adopt-A-Block is a great way to get involved with 

your local community and help keep our streets and 
watersheds free of pollution. Look for this sticker 

around town to identify participating businesses or 
individuals. Check out the NEC’s website for more 

details on how to get involved with Adopt-A-Block!
www.yournec.org/adoptablock

...of materials headed for fi nal sorting into 
compost, recyclables, or landfi ll. Many thanks to all 
of the volunteers who were part of our team—we had 
a great group this year!  It really takes a large number 
of volunteers to work at each of the stations that are 
set out around the plaza to presort materials as they 
are disposed of.  If you, your family, and/or your 
business want to work with us in the future, please 
email NCFZeroWasteCrew@gmail.com.  We’d love 
to have you!  

Other special thanks goes to Emma Held, who 
coordinated this year’s Zero Waste eff ort, � e Worm 
Guy and his worms for breaking down our compost 
into soil, Statewide Barricade for the bike racks, 
Pacifi c Outfi tters for creating space for bike parking, 
and Arcata Mainstreet and Zero Waste Humboldt 
for the use of materials. See you next year!

Some of the 2017 North Country Fair Zero Waste Crew. 

Rob DiPerna
In the waning months of the Campaign to Save 

Headwaters Forest, prior to the consummation of 
the March 1, 1999 Headwaters Forest Agreement—
known among environmental activists of the time 
as “� e Deal”—tensions between Pacifi c Lumber 
Company (PALCO) loggers, private security, and 
Earth First! forest defenders using their bodies to slow 
the logging of the old-growth redwoods were on a 
knife’s edge. Over a decade of tension and confl ict—
punctuated by events like the Owl Creek Massacre; 
the massive non-violent civil disobedience actions 
of September 1995, 1996, and 1997; and the violent 
use of Q-tips swabbed with pepper-spray in the eyes 
of immobilized Earth First! protesters by Humboldt 
County Sheriff s Offi  ce—had created a powder-keg 
waiting only for a spark to ignite and fully explode.

� at spark was eventually generated by a face-
to-face confl ict between timber fallers and Earth 
First! forest defenders. On September 17, 1998, 
David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain was killed when 
irate Pacifi c Lumber Company timber faller, A.E. 
Ammons, cut and felled a tree directly at a group 
of Earth First! forest defenders on a logging site 
above Grizzly Creek, adjacent to Grizzly Creek 
Redwoods State Park. 

Although video tape footage recorded by 
Earth First! forest defenders clearly showed the 
angry A.E. Ammons verbally threatening to kill the 
forest defenders, then-Humboldt County District 
Attorney, Terry Farmer, refused to bring charges 
against the Pacifi c Lumber Company timber faller, 
threatening to fi le manslaughter charges against the 
forest defenders instead. 

Soon after Gypsy’s death, it was revealed that 
the California Department of Forestry & Fire 
Protection had charged Pacifi c Lumber with at least 
250 violations of the California Forest Practice Act 
between 1995 and 1997. � ese violations continued 
to accumulate in 1998, and in November of that year, 
Pacifi c Lumber became the fi rst company ever to lose 
its logging license in California. Within less than six 
months, the Headwaters Forest Agreement between 
Charles Hurwitz’s MAXXAM Corporation and its 
subsidiary Pacifi c Lumber Company, and the State 
and Federal governments was signed, sealed, and 
delivered, transferring what is now the 7,500-acre 
Headwaters Forest Reserve into public ownership for 
the price tag of $480 million. 

To the surprise of no one, the MAXXAM 
Corporation eventually ran Pacifi c Lumber into 
the ground, and by 2008, PALCO had fi led for 
bankruptcy, marking the close of nearly two decades 
of protests and confl ict between environmentalists 
and the company. 

Kin to the Earth:  David Nathan "Gypsy" Chain

Gypsy, only 24 years old, had found his way to 
the California redwoods all the way from Texas, and 
like so many of us, was captivated by the majesty of 
the redwood forest but heartbroken by its ongoing 
destruction. � e hillsides above Grizzly Creek where 
Gypsy was killed were an important connectivity 
corridor and buff er between Grizzly Creek Redwoods 
State Park, and old-growth redwood on then-Pacifi c 
Lumber Company property that has since been 
acquired by the State and added to the park. Like 
so many of the places at risk in the MAXXAM-
era old-growth liquidation logging days at Pacifi c 
Lumber, Grizzly Creek was a lesser-known and out-
of-the-way place that remained on the chopping 
block until an option for purchase was included in 
the Headwaters Forest Agreement by the California 
State Legislature at the eleventh hour. 

September 17, 2017, commemorated the 19-
year anniversary of Gypsy’s death. March 1, 2017, 
marked the 18-year anniversary of the creation of 

David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain,  traversing platforms in a redwood treesit.  Photo: Earth First! Media Center. 

the Headwaters Forest Reserve. On September 17, 
EPIC sponsored and led a hike into what is now the 
Headwaters Forest Reserve on the Salmon Pass Trail, 
accessed via the Newburg Gate in Fortuna, once the 
site of massive demonstrations against the destruction 
of Headwaters, in honor of the memory of David 
Nathan “Gypsy” Chain. Seventeen local citizens joined 
the three-mile loop hike, which includes a traverse 
through a patch of remaining old-growth redwood 
now spared from the destructive MAXXAM-era 
Pacifi c Lumber Company chainsaws, but many of 
which still bear the scar of the blue-paint-stripe mark 
that signifi ed the loggers’ intent to cut. 

� anks to David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain and the 
thousands of others who came to northern California 
from all over the country and the world to protest 
the destruction of the last remaining old-growth 
redwoods on private lands, there today stands a 
Headwaters Forest Reserve, inside which stand many 
trees that would have otherwise surely fallen. 

Remembering

Invest in the Future
Join the NEC’s Monthly 
Giving Program
For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918
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Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
These are our famous, rain-or-shine, docent-led �ield trips 
at the Marsh. Bring your binocular(s) and have a great 
morning birding! Meet in the parking lot at the end of 
South I Street (Klopp Lake) in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips 
end around 11 a.m. October 7: Larry Karsteadt; October 
14: Cédric Duhalde; October 21: Cindy Moyer; October 28: 
Alexa DeJoannis. 

For some of our more far reaching trips we would 
like to suggest donating gas money to drivers on �ield 
trips. A good rule of thumb is $5 per ½ hour drive 
time to �ield trip destination.

Sunday, October 8: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. This is a wonderful, 2- to 3-hour trip for people 
wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt Bay area. It 
takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on enjoying the 
birds! Beginners are more than welcome. Meet at the 
Refuge Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Call Jude Power (707-822-
3613) for more information.

Saturday, October 14: Willow Creek Birdwalk. Meet 
at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting 
at 9 a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our 

destination; carpooling available. This month we 
will be traveling to the coast in celebration of 
migration! Contact Melissa to join us on the coast. We 
will be birding Humboldt Bay in search of shore and 
pelagic birds; local experts will help co-lead the walk. 
All ages, abilities, and interest levels welcome! For 
more information, please contact Melissa Dougherty 
at 530-859-1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@
gmail.com.

Saturday, October 14: Southern Humboldt 
Community Park. All ages and experience levels are 
encouraged to participate on this easy, 2- to 3-hour walk. 
Binoculars are not provided (but often shared!). Water 
and a hat with a brim are recommended. We will 
park for our walk at the main entrance (near the 
playground) on Sprowl Creek Road at 9 a.m. If you 
arrive late, we will be heading west past the farmhouse, 
after possibly checking out the river �irst. No dogs, 
please. For more information please call 707-943-9786. 
David Fix will lead.

Sunday, October 15: Eureka Waterfront. Meet at 9 
a.m. at the foot of W. Del Norte St., where we will scope 
for birds o�  the public dock until everyone assembles. 

We will then drive to the base of the Hikshari’ Trail at 
Truesdale Street and bird along the trail to the Elk River 
Wildlife Sanctuary. Leader: Ralph Bucher (707-499-1247;  
thebook@reninet.com).

Sunday, October 29: College of the Redwoods. The 
College campus offers a variety of habitats: shrub 
hedges, �ields, forests, marsh, and pond. We are likely to 
see and hear migrating songbirds, soaring hawks, and 
wetlands-loving birds. Meet at 9 a.m. at the �lagpole in 
front of Administration. Parking is free on weekends! 
Led by Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Saturday, November 4: Coastal Lagoon Trail, Lake 
Earl Wildlife Area. Ken Burton will lead a walk through 
�ields and forest to the lagoon for a variety of raptors, 
songbirds, and waterfowl. Time permitting, we will visit 
other nearby sites along Lake Earl’s eastern shore. Meet 
at the trailhead, on Lake Earl Dr. just north of Audree Ln., 
at 9 a.m. for this half-day, rain-or-shine outing.

Annual Banquet
Saturday, February 28TH

The programs start at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., Arcata. 

Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and please come fragrance-free.

[continued next page]
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The California Naturalist program was created by the 
University of California to promote environmental 
stewardship, volunteerism, citizen science, and science 
education.  It is offered at partnering institutions across 
the state but most are private or non-profi t organizations; 
few are colleges.  This is ironic: most biologists will attest 
to the fundamental role of natural history in biological 
research, yet rarely do colleges offer a natural history 
course. College of the Redwoods has offered a course 
in California Natural History for decades and is in its 
second year of offering California Naturalist certifi cation 
in association with the course.  The talk will examine 
the state of natural history education today, what the 
California Naturalist program looks like at College of the 
Redwoods and will highlight specifi c examples of student 
capstone projects for the course.  Karen Reiss, Professor 
of Biology at the College of the Redwoods, will present.

Teaching Natural History Today: 
THE CALIFORNIA NATURALIST PROGRAM

AT COLLEGE OF THE REDWOODSNew Zealander photographers and tour guides Detlef 
and Carol Davies will present a fantastic talk featuring 
the colorful birds of a relatively little-known part of Peru. 
They will describe the unusual diversity to be found 
along the ‘Birding Route’ which spans all the different 
habitats from the Amazon’s tributaries in the east to the 

coastal marshes and 
dry mountain scrub in 
the west, and travels 
along the mighty 
Andes Mountain 
Range at over 11,000 
feet. The talk will 
include photos of 
many unique regional 
species found along 
the route.

The North Peru
Birding Route

Marvellous SpatuletailYellow-scarfed Tanager
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Thinking of Joining the 
National Audubon Society?

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in your 
membership on this form, rather than replying to solicita-
tions from National Audubon, $20 is sent directly to RRAS. 
This is how NAS rewards local chapters for recruiting
national members. (Otherwise, the RRAS dues share per 
new member is only a couple of dollars.) Thank you.

Chapter Membership Application
Yes, I’d like to join.
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed. (Introductory offer)
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________________________________
STATE_________ZIP_________________________________
email _____________________________________________
Local Chapter Code:  C24   
Please make checks to the National Audubon Society.

Send this application and your check to:
 National Audubon Society
 P.O. Box 422250
 Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

           ----------LOCAL CHAPTER----------      
REdWOOD REGION AUDUBON SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1054, EUREKA, CA 95502

By Hal Genger President’s Column
Fall is upon us and the fall bird migration in in full swing! 
I hope everyone is able to get out, view nature, and prac-
tice identifying birds in their winter plumage. Now is the 
time to prepare for the Christmas Bird Counts. 
 We are in the process of developing the ballot for 
the 2018 RRAS Board elections. Upcoming positions will 
be the President, Vice President, Secretary, and a director 
or two. Let me (or any board member) know if you are 
interested in any of these positions. Your service would be 
greatly appreciated.  
 Conservation issues are ongoing. Drop by the 
monthly conservation committee meeting to learn about 

unregulated marijuana grows, regulation of the aquaculture 
industry, bird-friendly areas, and more. Please contact Jim 
Clark, or better yet, attend our Conservation Committee 
meetings held the second Thursday of the month at noon 
at Rita’s  Margaritas and Mexican Grill, 1111 Fifth Street 
in Eureka. Tell us how much time you can commit (one 
hour per month or more) and what you would like to be 
involved with. Your service, large or small, is needed.

What is Citizen Science and how can you participate? A 
good way to learn is by example and that’s why we are 
featuring a few local projects. To kick off the activities, 
join us on Friday, October 13, from 7 to 8 p.m. for an 
overview of the North Coast Chapter of the Seabird 
Protection Network’s Trinidad Seabird Citizen Science 
Project by Humboldt State University professor Dan 
Barton and BLM Arcata Field Office seasonal seabird 
biologist Shannon Murphy. They will share their citizen 
science monitoring effort for seabirds of the Trinidad 
California Coastal National Monument. Learn how this 
project contributes to North Coast seabird conservation, 
why that is important, and what you can do.

 On Saturday, October 14, from 1 to 4 p.m. a 
Citizen Science Fair will include informative displays, 
demonstrations, activities, and games for all ages and 
levels of interest. Learn about Project FeederWatch, eBird, 
and other phenology projects that incorporate citizen 
observations of plants and animals to generate long-term 
data sets used for scientific discovery and decision-making. 
Meet both days at the Richard J. Guadagno Headquarters 
and Visitor Center, 1020 Ranch Road in Loleta. 
 For more information, call 707-777-5406 
or visit www.fws.gov/refuge/humboldt_bay/ 

The RRAS greatly appreciates volunteers. In fact, we are 
an entirely volunteer-run organization!
   Please join us for our Annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Celebration on Friday, October 27, from 6 
to 8 p.m., at the Humboldt Area Foundation, Emmerson 
Room, 363 Indianola Road, Bayside. All of you who 
donated time to our chapter in the past year are cordially 

invited. RRAS will furnish a selection of hot dishes, 
salads, beverages, and desserts. Feel free to bring a food 
item or beverage to share! Keeping with the tradition 
and the upcoming holiday, you are welcome to wear a 
special hat or costume. Please RSVP with your choice 
of beverage and number in your party by October 23 to 
Denise at daseeger@gmail.com or 707-444-2399.

Thank You, Volunteers!

Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week 
at Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge’s 

Citizen Science Fair on October 13 & 14

Saturday, November 4: Bear River Ridge. Tour the 
open prairies and forest edges in search of Rough-legged 
Hawks, Golden Eagles, Horned Larks, and bluebirds. 
Dress in layers and expect to return between 1 and 2 
p.m. Meet across from the Fernbridge Market at 8:30 
a.m. Keith Slauson (707-845-7779) will lead. 

Saturday, November 11: Southern Humboldt 
Community Park. See October 14. Jay Sooter and Ann 
Constantino will lead. 

Sunday, November 12: Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge. See October 8.

Saturday, November 18: Willow Creek Birdwalk. Meet 
at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting 
at 9 a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our 
destination; carpooling available. This month is Bring-
a-Kid Birding Day. In an effort to encourage youth of 
all ages to get outside, we’ll be doing a kid-friendly walk 
this month. I have a limited number of kid binoculars 
to share. Come on out and help support our young 
birders in the making! Walks generally run 2-3 hours. 
All ages, abilities and interest levels welcome! For more 
information, please contact Melissa Dougherty at 530-
859-1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@gmail.com.

Sunday, November 26: College of the Redwoods. See 
October 29.

FIELD TRIPS (cont. from previous page)



Northern Rough-winged Swallow © Alexa DeJoannis

Some twenty or so bird-watchers turned out for Ken 
Burton’s walk along North Pebble Beach Road in Crescent 
City in September. The area’s magnifi cent rocky coastline 
provided a stunning backdrop for our walk as patchy 
clouds and fog allowed the landscape to sparkle and fade 
during the morning. 
 First, we scoped the Castle Rock area for seabirds, 
meanwhile enjoying a large colony of vocal sea lions and 
seals resting and feeding around the large, offshore rock. 
A Red-necked Grebe was seen here. Also of note, a pair 
of Peregrine Falcons perched atop Castle Rock’s highest 
peak, showing a clear difference in size between the sexes. 
Then we drove to Ninth Street and walked back to Castle 
Rock, stopping along the way. Craig Strong, the marine 
biologist who had given us a program on the previous 
evening about his ongoing at-sea surveys of Marbled 
Murrelets, pointed out a pair of those very birds several 
hundred meters offshore. They’re the smallest seabirds we 

saw; they hold their heads low against their bodies, like 
their bigger cousins, the murres.
 At a few locations, including a picnic table where 
they lingered suggestively nearby and a creek crossing 
the beach where they took turns bathing, we got some 
good looks at gulls. They were mostly Western Gulls 
(WEGU), with a few California and Glaucous-winged 
Gulls (GWGU). Since they were so obligingly patient, 
we got good looks at some slightly different gulls among 
them: Western/Glaucous-winged hybrids! The two species 
are of a similar size and have heavy-looking bills, but their 
colors differ. The hybrids wear a mantle intermediate in 
color between the dark gray of WEGU and the paler color 
of GWGU, and their wing-tips are similarly intermediate 
between black and gray. Also, their white heads are faintly 
streaked in brown. WEGU never get streaks. The two 
species breed together along the Pacifi c Coast somewhat 
north of California, Ken told us, and migratory individuals 

appear on our coast in small numbers.
 We got to see the three resident cormorants 
among the sea stacks and fl ying by. Juveniles still show 
pale necks, but the fabulous breeding bling of the adults 
had faded. An osprey perched alertly in one of the spruces 
clinging bravely to the bare basalt. Three whimbrels paced 
athletically along the beach before a leashed dog, picking 
up invertebrates in the high tide zone. Both crows and 
ravens frequented this zone where comfortable homes 
fronted narrow, sandy beaches and rock cliffs.
 On the landward side of our walk, we spotted 
a fl ock of Band-tailed Pigeons banking around houses. 
A few chickadees, woodpeckers, waxwings, warblers, 
and phoebes tootled among the scattered trees and dense 
shrubberies. One of these was a Say’s Phoebe, a somewhat 
notable sight along the coast, since they like drier country. 
As usual with tyrant fl ycatchers, it gave us good looks as it 
perched ostentatiously on a power line.
 After thanking Ken for the walk, I went to the Lake 
Earl Coastal Lagoon Trail in the afternoon and enjoyed 
a ramble in a small, open wood, edged by pastures and 
the marshy lakeshore. Chickadees, waxwings, kinglets, 
woodpeckers, jays, warblers, rails, ducks, hummingbirds, 
and raptors use the varied habitat. Ken’s next walk 
(November 4) will take place there, and from what I saw, 
it looks like some good birding.

Crescent City Field Trip Report
by Alexa DeJoannis



Ah! I spot what looks like a bunch of feathers sticking 
up from an indeterminate bundle in the ragged masses 
of wrack at the high-tide limit. I walk over and kneel 
beside it. Tiny creatures flee my approaching feet as I 
walk through the wave-tossed debris laid on the beach 
by the high tides. Depending on the beach and the day, I 
may see flies, pillbugs, and sand hoppers merrily feasting 
upon bullwhip kelp and leafy seaweeds, eelgrass, and the 
occasional dead bird. 
 I have to detangle the limp, scavenged body 
from persistent threads of eel grass so I can examine it 
closely. I brush off the feathers with an old toothbrush. 
It’s been on the beach for maybe a week, and though the 
skin is still pliable, most of the flesh has been efficiently 
removed by birds (there are V-shaped notches bitten out 
of the breastbone where ravens wrestled with the protein-
rich flight muscles) and invertebrates. It’s skin, bones, 
and very tough ligaments now. Most of the dead birds 
I find on the beach look like this: well preserved by the 
salt wind and sun. They don’t smell much, and the little 
scavengers have moved on to look for fresh plunder.
  Since I’m collecting scientific data for 
the Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team 
(COASST), a citizen science research program based at 
the University of Washington, I pull out some tools from 
my backpack to process this new find: a field guide to 
beached birds, a tape measure, a pair of calipers, and a 
clipboard. The carcass in hand has got two feet and two 
wings attached, but the head has been lost on its journey 
up the beach. Birds’ heads give some helpful field marks, 
so this will be a bit of a challenge. 
 I’ll look at the feet first. There’s a key in the 

book: it takes me through a series of questions about 
webbing, number and arrangement of toes, and other 
special features that will help me place this specimen 
within a group. These feet are small, with three webbed 
toes pointing forward, and a small toe, really just a toenail, 
pointing backwards. My book tells me that this carcass 
belonged to a Tubenose. I measure the length of the ankle 
bone with the calipers. It’s 58 mm (millimeters are a lot 
easier to use for these measurements than fractions of 
an inch), which is about the length of a wine cork. The 
biggest kind of Tubenoses, albatrosses, have ankle-bones 
as long as my palm, and the bones of the littlest, the 
storm-petrels, measure the length of  a fingertip. 
 Now that I know I’m looking at one of the 
seabirds that live out beyond the breakers, cruising over 
the waves in dynamic, soaring flight, I pull on the longest 
wing feathers to draw out the long, narrow span of the 
wings. They’re really pointy, with very long feathers 
towards the tips and many short feathers filling in the 

“forearm” and “upper arm” parts of the wing. My tape 
measure gives a longish wing-chord measurement of 31 
cm. The feathers are an indiscriminate sooty gray on the 
top and bright white beneath. I use the wing key in the book 
to determine that this bird was once an (aptly named) Sooty 
Shearwater. The wing and ankle measurements match, as 
do the foot and plumage descriptions. 
 Most of the finds are simple to identify, like the 
Common Murres that are indeed common off our coast. 

But there are also somewhat unusual finds, such as a 
Rhinoceros Auklet (I found one still bearing its “rhino 
horn”!), Storm-Petrels (notoriously sneaky birds in life), 
or even landbirds. I found a Northern Mockingbird on my 
beach in July, for example. I get an excellent sense of what 
birds are living locally from this engaging exercise. 
 I fill out the rest of the data on my data sheet about 
this find, like if I found petroleum oil or fishing gear on it, 
and if the feet have gone stiff. Later, after I’ve finished my 
monthly beach walk, I’ll transfer my data to the COASST 
website. My data, along with data collected by hundreds 
of volunteers along the West Coast, contribute to studies 
on seabird ecology. These studies help us all understand 
larger trends affecting our oceans. But for me, one of 
the most immediate benefits is that I get to learn about 
pelagic seabirds while enjoying a walk on the beach; I 
can get close to birds that are usually hard to observe and 
challenge myself to identify beached birds using clear, 
well-defined keys. Pretty good fun for a bird-lover and 
environmentalist!

Looking at Dead Birds for [Citizen] Science

Sometimes the birds at the beach are alive! Black oystercatchers 

by Alexa DeJoannis

A Pelagic Cormorant in winter plumage

One of the largest Tubenoses, a Black-footed 
Albatross, cruising over the waves 

A small Horned Grebe wing
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Fair Waste
Continued � om page  10

The Hambro THP Sitka spruce forest with marina in the foreground. Photo courtesy 
of Friends of Del Norte. 

Unique Crescent City Sitka Grove 
Threatened by Logging

Eileen Cooper
Friends of Del Norte

A proposed Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP) in Del Norte County 
threatens to devalue—if not 
destroy—a sensitive and unique 
grove of coastal Sitka spruce 
that graces the scenic gateway at 
Crescent City’s expansive South 
Beach and Harbor. � e THP 1-17-
034-DEL “Hambro” proposes 
to harvest and substantially 
degrade the ecological value of 44 
acres of a mature unique coastal 
grove of Sitka spruce that has 
been designated as a special and 
unique area by the California 
Coastal Commission. � is Coastal 
Special Treatment Area, or STA, calls for special 
management considerations to conserve the scenic 
beauty and unique biological values of the grove.

� e Hambro THP Sitka spruce stand is 120 
years old, with very large trees—including some 
structurally-complex trees. Based on standardized 
forest classifi cation methods, the Hambro THP 
stand represents a near-climax successional stage, 
and meets the Forest Practice Rules criteria for 
designation as a Late Successional Forest. 

� e tree roots of Sitka spruce are very shallow and 
are interconnected for strength. � is, combined with 
the low elevation wetland habitat, makes this stand 
particularly vulnerable to windthrow. According to 
California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), harvest would 
reduce the canopy to below a level that sustains 
the continuance of the forest. CDFW states it 
“appears unlikely that the stand would remain a Late 
Successional Forest Stand following the fi rst winter 
storms post-harvest.”

� e Hambro THP is integral to an adjacent 
State-administered wildlife area. � is rare Buckbean 
marsh known as “Crescent City Marsh” is found 
nowhere else on the coast. Twelve rare plants, 
including endangered western lilies, grow there. Bald 

eagles and osprey frequent the grove. � e streams 
are home to endangered salmonids, tidewater goby, 
and numerous frogs. Because of these outstanding 
biological values, California resource agencies 
support acquisition of this grove. Hambro Forest 
Products is liquidating their assets, and wants cash 
now, as they are no longer in the timber business. 
Time is of the essence, and the resource agencies 
need to act now.   

� ere are also important economic and safety 
issues at stake for Del Norte County. � e tall trees act 
as a wind break for outstanding surfi ng and enjoyable 
recreation, and they protect critical infrastructure 
such as the Del Norte Solid Waste Transfer Station—as 
well as surrounding homes—from a direct hit during 
the impending predicted big Cascadia Tsunami. We 
must save these titans from the ax. � ey are more 
valuable to the County standing. 

Please send a comment to support acquisition 
and oppose Timber Harvest Plan 1-17-034-DEL 
by e-mail to santarosapubliccomment@fi re.ca.gov.  
EPIC is working cooperatively with Friends of Del 
Norte County to raise public awareness and interest 
in protecting this unique coastal Sitka Spruce stand, 
at risk from logging degradation.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
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Have you heard about the NEC’s newest program? 
Adopt-A-Block is a great way to get involved with 

your local community and help keep our streets and 
watersheds free of pollution. Look for this sticker 

around town to identify participating businesses or 
individuals. Check out the NEC’s website for more 

details on how to get involved with Adopt-A-Block!
www.yournec.org/adoptablock

...of materials headed for fi nal sorting into 
compost, recyclables, or landfi ll. Many thanks to all 
of the volunteers who were part of our team—we had 
a great group this year!  It really takes a large number 
of volunteers to work at each of the stations that are 
set out around the plaza to presort materials as they 
are disposed of.  If you, your family, and/or your 
business want to work with us in the future, please 
email NCFZeroWasteCrew@gmail.com.  We’d love 
to have you!  

Other special thanks goes to Emma Held, who 
coordinated this year’s Zero Waste eff ort, � e Worm 
Guy and his worms for breaking down our compost 
into soil, Statewide Barricade for the bike racks, 
Pacifi c Outfi tters for creating space for bike parking, 
and Arcata Mainstreet and Zero Waste Humboldt 
for the use of materials. See you next year!

Some of the 2017 North Country Fair Zero Waste Crew. 
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public input, even though public lands 
and natural resources belong to all 
Americans—and important scientifi c 
knowledge may reside beyond local 
communities. Another method of 
streamlining actions is to limit or remove 
the ability of citizens or organizations 
to bring legal action when a proposal 
violates the law such as the Endangered 
Species Act.  

Examples of Congress and the Trump Administration 
to accomplish the Deregulation Agenda:

Forest Management
An important forest management policy 

dilemma is characterized by how far the government 
should go in thinning forests or in fi ghting fi res 
once they start, particularly in remote wilderness 
areas. Congress is  giving lots of attention to  the 
“Resilient Federal Forests Act” H.R. 2936.  Author, 
Bill Westerman (R-AR), says his bill is needed 
because: “It’s no secret that federal forest lands are in 
dire straits.”  

A popular section of the bill moves funding 
for large fi re suppression from the U.S. Forest 
Service budget to compete within an emergency 
account with hurricanes, earthquakes and other 
national disasters. 

Conservationists, however, are concerned with 
the bill’s “streamlining” components which may 
result in drastically increased timber production based 
upon politics vs. science. When the bill was passed 
by the House Natural Resources Committee and 
sent to the full House, Brad Brooks of the Wilderness 
Society wrote, “By voting to advance H.R. 2936 
today, Congress added America’s national forests 
to the chopping block—along with the wildlife 
refuges it’s trying to sell off , and the national 
monuments the Administration wants to review 
and dismantle.”

Air Pollution
� e House Energy and Commerce 

Subcommittee on Environment 
held a hearing on four bills aimed at 
“reducing regulatory burdens on small 
manufacturers and other job creators.” 
Climate change denier and EPA Director 
Pruitt endorsed  all four bills that would  
ease environmental  regulations  for a 
select, few  industries: H.R. 1917 “the 
BRICK Act,” H.R. 350  “Recognizing the 
Protection of Motorsports (RPM) Act,” 
H.R. 1119, the “Satisfying Energy Needs 
and Saving the Environment Act,” and 
H.R. 453, the “Relief From New Source 
Performance Standards Act.”

DC Buzzword: Deregulation
To understand Washington’s obsession with 

deregulation, it is helpful to look at why the 
regulations exist in the fi rst place. For decades, the 
public watched helplessly as beaches were closed 
when oil spills came to shore, as exhaust from 
vehicles made air unhealthy, as toxins made their way 
into our waterways and food, and as wildlife teetered 
toward extinction. As a result, in the 1960s and 
1970s, the public demanded that Congress address 
these threats and pass new regulations. � e Clean 
Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts are 
examples of public pressure eff ectively translated 
into legislation. 

� e 1969 National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) is the overarching legislation that 
empowers communities to engage with the federal 
government when proposed actions might aff ect the 
environment and public health. NEPA created the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to enforce 
environmental laws. Of course, actual enforcement 
of these laws is unpopular with polluters. Industries 
that have been caught poisoning our environment 
are, understandably, unhappy about the authority 
of the EPA and routinely lobby their congressional 
representatives to reduce or eliminate regulations 
and enforcement. 

Watchdog non-profi t organizations and 
corporate interests use the threat of legal action to 
assure an agency adheres to the laws. � is potential 
legal threat can delay actions—perhaps because 
the action is, indeed, illegal even though it may be 
locally popular.

Deregulation was a foundational issue in 
President Trump’s campaign.  He has appointed 
cabinet members and directed staff  to move his 
anti-regulation agenda forward quickly using both 
executive power and support for new legislation. 
One way to move projects along more quickly is 
to “streamline” the legal process to limit public 
engagement or limit which science or alternatives 
will be considered. � ere is an implicit push for 
local input to be considered paramount to national 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 

Eyeon
Washington

Welcome NEC Fall Semester Policy Interns: 
Carlos Calleja, Taylor Ross and Jessie Avitia. 

� e four bills allow exemptions or extend 
compliance deadlines for brick makers, wood-heater 
manufacturers (which contribute signifi cantly to 
particulate air pollution), the amateur car-racing 
business (which does not want private vehicles 
modifi ed for racing to abide by car exhaust air 
quality regulations), and a portion of the coal-fueled  
electric power industry. Supporters of the bills point 
to negative impacts of environmental regulations on 
these industries.

� ose concerns were countered by public health 
and environmental groups that claimed all four 
measures would lead to dirtier air and harm to human 
health. “Air pollution just makes sick people sicker,” 
said Rebecca Bascom, a physician and Pennsylvania 
State University medical professor. 

Endangered Species
In September, the House Natural Resources 

Committee conducted a fi nal mark-up, or edit, to six 
bills that could have a negative eff ect on protecting 
our most threatened native wildlife. Examples: 
H.R. 3131, the “Endangered Species Litigation 
Reasonableness Act,” would seriously discourage 
citizen lawsuits to challenge agency decisions.  H.R. 
210, the “Native American Energy Act,” authored 
by Rep. Don Young (R-AK), would give tribes the 
ability to increase energy development on Indian 
lands by reducing federal regulations that require 
the same environmental considerations as other 
public lands.  H.R. 717, the “Listing Reform Act,” 
would amend the Endangered Species Act to allow 
the Interior or Commerce departments to  prioritize  
endangered species petitions based on criteria such 
as a political controversy to avoid consideration 
of listings opposed by industry and private 
property owners, and  H.R. 424, the “Gray Wolf 
State Management Act of 2017,” which would ban 
judicial review of the new rules de-listing wolves on 
parts of  the US. 



EcoNews   Oct/Nov 2017 www.yournec.org 14

14

public input, even though public lands 
and natural resources belong to all 
Americans—and important scientifi c 
knowledge may reside beyond local 
communities. Another method of 
streamlining actions is to limit or remove 
the ability of citizens or organizations 
to bring legal action when a proposal 
violates the law such as the Endangered 
Species Act.  

Examples of Congress and the Trump Administration 
to accomplish the Deregulation Agenda:

Forest Management
An important forest management policy 

dilemma is characterized by how far the government 
should go in thinning forests or in fi ghting fi res 
once they start, particularly in remote wilderness 
areas. Congress is  giving lots of attention to  the 
“Resilient Federal Forests Act” H.R. 2936.  Author, 
Bill Westerman (R-AR), says his bill is needed 
because: “It’s no secret that federal forest lands are in 
dire straits.”  

A popular section of the bill moves funding 
for large fi re suppression from the U.S. Forest 
Service budget to compete within an emergency 
account with hurricanes, earthquakes and other 
national disasters. 

Conservationists, however, are concerned with 
the bill’s “streamlining” components which may 
result in drastically increased timber production based 
upon politics vs. science. When the bill was passed 
by the House Natural Resources Committee and 
sent to the full House, Brad Brooks of the Wilderness 
Society wrote, “By voting to advance H.R. 2936 
today, Congress added America’s national forests 
to the chopping block—along with the wildlife 
refuges it’s trying to sell off , and the national 
monuments the Administration wants to review 
and dismantle.”

Air Pollution
� e House Energy and Commerce 

Subcommittee on Environment 
held a hearing on four bills aimed at 
“reducing regulatory burdens on small 
manufacturers and other job creators.” 
Climate change denier and EPA Director 
Pruitt endorsed  all four bills that would  
ease environmental  regulations  for a 
select, few  industries: H.R. 1917 “the 
BRICK Act,” H.R. 350  “Recognizing the 
Protection of Motorsports (RPM) Act,” 
H.R. 1119, the “Satisfying Energy Needs 
and Saving the Environment Act,” and 
H.R. 453, the “Relief From New Source 
Performance Standards Act.”

DC Buzzword: Deregulation
To understand Washington’s obsession with 

deregulation, it is helpful to look at why the 
regulations exist in the fi rst place. For decades, the 
public watched helplessly as beaches were closed 
when oil spills came to shore, as exhaust from 
vehicles made air unhealthy, as toxins made their way 
into our waterways and food, and as wildlife teetered 
toward extinction. As a result, in the 1960s and 
1970s, the public demanded that Congress address 
these threats and pass new regulations. � e Clean 
Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts are 
examples of public pressure eff ectively translated 
into legislation. 

� e 1969 National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) is the overarching legislation that 
empowers communities to engage with the federal 
government when proposed actions might aff ect the 
environment and public health. NEPA created the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to enforce 
environmental laws. Of course, actual enforcement 
of these laws is unpopular with polluters. Industries 
that have been caught poisoning our environment 
are, understandably, unhappy about the authority 
of the EPA and routinely lobby their congressional 
representatives to reduce or eliminate regulations 
and enforcement. 

Watchdog non-profi t organizations and 
corporate interests use the threat of legal action to 
assure an agency adheres to the laws. � is potential 
legal threat can delay actions—perhaps because 
the action is, indeed, illegal even though it may be 
locally popular.

Deregulation was a foundational issue in 
President Trump’s campaign.  He has appointed 
cabinet members and directed staff  to move his 
anti-regulation agenda forward quickly using both 
executive power and support for new legislation. 
One way to move projects along more quickly is 
to “streamline” the legal process to limit public 
engagement or limit which science or alternatives 
will be considered. � ere is an implicit push for 
local input to be considered paramount to national 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 
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Washington
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Carlos Calleja, Taylor Ross and Jessie Avitia. 

� e four bills allow exemptions or extend 
compliance deadlines for brick makers, wood-heater 
manufacturers (which contribute signifi cantly to 
particulate air pollution), the amateur car-racing 
business (which does not want private vehicles 
modifi ed for racing to abide by car exhaust air 
quality regulations), and a portion of the coal-fueled  
electric power industry. Supporters of the bills point 
to negative impacts of environmental regulations on 
these industries.

� ose concerns were countered by public health 
and environmental groups that claimed all four 
measures would lead to dirtier air and harm to human 
health. “Air pollution just makes sick people sicker,” 
said Rebecca Bascom, a physician and Pennsylvania 
State University medical professor. 

Endangered Species
In September, the House Natural Resources 

Committee conducted a fi nal mark-up, or edit, to six 
bills that could have a negative eff ect on protecting 
our most threatened native wildlife. Examples: 
H.R. 3131, the “Endangered Species Litigation 
Reasonableness Act,” would seriously discourage 
citizen lawsuits to challenge agency decisions.  H.R. 
210, the “Native American Energy Act,” authored 
by Rep. Don Young (R-AK), would give tribes the 
ability to increase energy development on Indian 
lands by reducing federal regulations that require 
the same environmental considerations as other 
public lands.  H.R. 717, the “Listing Reform Act,” 
would amend the Endangered Species Act to allow 
the Interior or Commerce departments to  prioritize  
endangered species petitions based on criteria such 
as a political controversy to avoid consideration 
of listings opposed by industry and private 
property owners, and  H.R. 424, the “Gray Wolf 
State Management Act of 2017,” which would ban 
judicial review of the new rules de-listing wolves on 
parts of  the US. 

� ere are several ways to help mitigate this problem.
If it ain’t broke, don’t throw it away!

More often than not, consumers purchase 
new cell phones because they want an upgrade, 
not because their cell phone is broken. On Apple’s 
website, already there is information about the 
iPhone X, which can’t even be pre-ordered until 
October 27, 2017…for $999.00. Not to mention the 
iPhone 8; pre-orders began on September 22, 2017— 
which costs $799.00. � e chain manufacturers and 
internet service providers that supply cell phones 

Zero Waste Humboldt 
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org

Emma Held, Project Manager
E-waste is the common term for electronic 

products at the end of their “useful life.” Computers, 
televisions, VCRs, stereos, copiers, and fax machines 
are electronic products that can be reused, refurbished, 
or recycled. Let’s focus on our cell phones.

In 2012, 1.6 billion new cell phones were 
manufactured, and the average lifespan of a new 
cell phone in the U.S. is 9 – 18 months. Each cell 
phone contains precious metals, including gallium, 
selenium, gold, mercury, chromium, niobium, 
tungsten and molybdenum, which produce a cocktail 
of toxic chemicals when disposed.  Aside from 
negative environmental impacts of extraction of 
these metals, they are often not recycled. So where 
does everything end up? � e dump. As your year-old 
cell phone sits in a pile amongst other cell phones, 
these metals seep back into the groundwater, causing 
contamination for wildlife—and us. 

Rather than designing durable, longer-lasting 
electronic devices that are conveniently refurbished 
or recycled, electronic manufacturers have promoted 
and appealed to an environmentally destructive part 
of the human psyche.  Our insatiable desire for the 
“best”, the “newest,” and the “fastest” with built-in 
obsolescence keeps us perpetually buy-buy-buying 
more, fueling industry profi ts at the planet’s expense. 

Planned Obsolescence of Cell Phones 
is an Environmental Nightmare

encourage and even incentivize the frequent 
purchase of new devices. Countless Americans will 
toss out their cell phones without consideration of 
the serious environmental impacts in their rush to 
buy the next newer, shinier thing, even though their 
current device works just fi ne. 

If it is broke, fix it!
We need to equip our national and local 

economy with the proper infrastructure to repair and 
refurbish broken electronics. Planned obsolescence 
for the sake of profi t cannot be sustained indefi nitely. 
When we transition to a society that values repair 
and durability, not only will we increase market 
demand for specialized repair skills and businesses, 
we will also increase access to low-cost technology 
for communities that need it. Too often, whole 
electronics are thrown away when they could be 
fi xed with a relatively inexpensive part replacement.  

 � ere are several repair services for cell phones 
on the Redwood Coast: iExperts in Arcata & Eureka, 
Cellairis in Eureka, and Advanced Cellular Repair in 
Fortuna. Support these local repair businesses and 
outlets for refurbishing and recycling electronics.

Information on how to fi x many devices can also 
be found at www.ifi xit.com. 

A sea of unwanted cell phones. Photo: Wikimedia CC.
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Explore the Bay / Explora la Bahía 2017
Jennifer Kalt, Director

For twelve years, Humboldt Baykeeper has off ered free, docent-led tours of the bay by 
motorboat, kayak, or canoe. Our Bay Tours program has grown to provide a variety of on-the-
water experiences for youth, elders, and everyone in between. In addition to our monthly kayak 
and motorboat tours, this year we off ered tours for teens, kids aged 8 to 12 in the City of Eureka’s 
summer day camp, and students in English as a Second Language classes.

� anks to funding from the California Coastal Conservancy, these tours are entirely free 
to participants and all gear is provided. Motorboat tours are courtesy of the Humboldt Bay 
Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District and skippers Alan Bobillot and Tim Petrusha. Bob 
Rasmussen, Jasmin Segura, and Sylvia DeRooy are knowledgeable in natural history and human 
history of Humboldt Bay, and Jasmin interprets for Spanish-speaking tour participants.

Photos clockwise from top right:  1. Kayak tours on the Elk River are paired with walking tours 
of the beautiful Hikshari’ Trail and Elk River Wildlife Area. This trail is a section of the California 
Costal Trail, which will eventually be continuous from Mexico to the Oregon border.   2.  In 
partnership with Eureka’s Parks and Recreation Department, our  kayak tours for teens provide 
opportunities to experience the peace and beauty of the bay. For many Eureka teens, it’s their 
first time on the water.   3. On Earth Day in April and Coastal Cleanup Day in September, our 

To stay informed, visit our website at 
www.humboldtbaykeeper.org, like us on Facebook, 
and follow us on Twitter @HumBaykeeper. You can 

sign up for e-newsletters by emailing us at 
alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.org.

kayak tours head to 
Indian Island, where 
we remove trash in 
partnership with the 
Wiyot Tribe. Hog 
Island Oyster Company 
and Coast Seafoods 
Company haul trash 
back to Eureka. 4. Our 
kayak tours are led by 
Humboldt Bay Aquatic 
Center guides who 
teach boating safety 
and paddling lessons, 
so there’s no experience 
necessary. 5. � is year, 
we chartered the H/V 
Madaket for a bay 
tour for two English 
Express classes. 
Students representing 
Cambodia, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, 
Mexico, and � ailand—
and their  children— 
joined Captain 
Leroy Zerlang and 
Baykeeper Bay Tours 
Coordinator Jasmin 
Segura for a lovely tour 
of the bay. Photo: Jasmin Segura.

Photo: Jennifer Kalt.

Photo: Jennifer Kalt.

Photo: Jasmin Segura.

Photo: Mary Ann Hytken, 
English Express.
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Rob DiPerna
Join EPIC on Friday, November 4, 2017 to 

celebrate 40 years of EPIC and our work to protect 
and restore wild California. It will be a fun-fi lled 
evening of dinner and 
dancing, with Joanne 
Rand, Alice DeMicele, 
and headlined by Casey 
Neill and the Norway 
Rats, so bring your 
dancing shoes! Dinner 
will be expertly crafted, 
courtesy of Sue’s 
Organics, and we will 
also have the usual silent 
auction full of enticing 
items, including tickets 
to Disneyland!

Celebrating 40 years of 
cutting-edge, innovative, 
and historically-eff ective 
advocacy for the 
protection and restoration 
of California’s forests 
and wild places in one 
night will not be easy, 
but this year’s recipient of the Richard Gienger 
Sempervirens Lifetime Achievement Award is a big 
part of getting us there. � is year, as we celebrate 40 
years of EPIC and our amazing community, we are 
honored to posthumously award the Sempervirens 
Award to the late Judi Bari for her lifetime of 
environmental and labor movement activism 
and organizing on the redwood coast. Judi Bari’s 
daughters will be present to accept the award in honor 
of their mother.

Judi Bari was far more than simply an 
environmentalist; she was an avid advocate for 
workers, and the rights of working people. In addition 
to being a prominent member of Earth First!, Judi was 
also a member of the Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW). She spent a tremendous amount of time and 
energy not only working to slow the destruction 
of the last of the old-growth redwoods, but also 
to organize and cooperate with timber and mill 
workers, many of whom knew and understood the 

consequences of the destruction 
of the forest would also mean an end to their jobs 
and way of life.

Judi, along with Daryl Cherney, was a major 
impetus behind the 1990 season of non-violent 
civil disobedience up and down the redwood 
coast of Northern California known as Redwood 
Summer, aimed at slowing the destruction of the 
last remaining old-growth redwood forest utilizing 
direct action, while groups like EPIC and others used 
the courts and political venues to forward redwood 
conservation. Famously, while on a road tour to 
promote Redwood Summer in 1989, a pipe-bomb 
exploded in the backseat of the car being driven by 
Judi and Daryl while the two were preparing for a 
show in Oakland, CA.

� e wounds suff ered by Judi Bari as a 
consequence of the pipe-bomb and complications 
therefrom would eventually claim Judi’s life in 
1997. On March 1, 1999, the Headwaters Forest 
Agreement, which most activists pejoratively 

referred to as, “� e Deal,” was consummated between 
the MAXXAM Corporation-controlled Pacifi c 
Lumber Company, the U.S. Government and the 
State of California, transferring 7,500-acres of what 

is today the Headwaters 
Forest Reserve into 
public ownership. � e 
Deal eff ectively marked 
the end of the so-called 
“Timber Wars” that 
marred our forests and 
divided our communities 
for nearly two decades. 

Although Judi did not 
survive to see the creation 
of the Headwaters Forest 
Reserve, she lives on in 
Headwaters today. On 
June 19, 2015, a plaque 
and dedication with the 
planting of 200 trees took 
place in Headwaters at 
a location now known 
as “Visionaries Grove,” 
a place dedicated to the 
hard work, sacrifi ce, and 
visionary inspiration of all 

who fought to protect Headwaters Forest. Today, the 
Headwaters Forest Reserve stands as a critical refuge 
for threatened and endangered fi sh and wildlife, 
and also as a critical landscape where restoration 
from the decades of destructive MAXXAM/Pacifi c 
Lumber logging is being driven forward. Headwaters 
also stands as a testament to Judi Bari and 
her tireless spirit.

EPIC is honored to award Judi Bari with the 
2017 Richard Gienger Sempervirens Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and is honored to celebrate Judi 
and her enduring legacy and spirit on this, our 40th 
anniversary. As we look back, we also keep our eyes 
ever-forward as we continue to push for better and 
more responsible forestry practices on private lands.
Far from being too old, EPIC is just getting warmed 
up! Please come join us and help us celebrate our 
past, present, and future!

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep cep c

past, present, and future!

referred to as, “� e Deal,” was consummated between 

Celebrate 40 Years of Protecting 
and Restoring Wild California

Visionaries Grove was dedicated to the 
activists who fought for the protection of 
Headwaters Forest. Photo: Rob DiPerna.

Judi Bari playing her fi ddle at a rally in 
February 1991. Photo: Evan Johnson. 

Judi Bari speaks at a Headwaters Rally, 
March 28, 1996. Photo: Nicholas Wilson.
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Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on 
the second Tuesday of each month in the fi rst fl oor 
conference room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront 
in Eureka.  The meeting, which covers regular business 
and conservation issues, begins at 6:45 p.m. Members 
and non-members with environmental concerns are 
encouraged to attend. When a new person comes to us 
with an environmental issue or concern, we often place 
them fi rst or early on the agenda. 

Sue Leskiw
In July, North Group sponsored two 10-year-

old girls—one from Eureka and one from Crescent 
City—to attend a week-long “River & Adventure” 
session at Lost Coast Camp near Petrolia. � is 
represented a new venue for campers sponsored 
through donations to the Lucille Vinyard/Susie van 
Kirk Environmental Education Fund.

In 2016, the Oregon Museum of Science & 
Technology discontinued its overnight camp sessions 
in Redwood National & State Parks near Orick, 
where North Group had been sending local children 
for a number of years. So, I began searching for a 
new local overnight camp with an environmental 
emphasis and discovered Lost Coast Camp in the 
Mattole Valley. � e facility’s mission is to “provide 
youth with a dynamic summer camp experience, 
which promotes building self-esteem and positive 
friendships, individual expression, and fostering an 
appreciation for the natural world.”

In exchange for their tuition, the girls agreed 
to submit an essay to North Group about their 
experience. Below are excerpts:

Camper 1: “My experience at camp brought out 
the best in me and that makes me proud of myself.  
I stepped up to help and was brave when I needed 
to be. One day I earned a medallion because I was 
willing to talk about my goals, about how I wanted 

Group photo of campers at the Lost Coast Camp in the Mattole Valley. Photo: Sue Leskiw. 

Events
One need not be a Sierra Club member to participate 
in these outings. Please join us!
Saturday October 14—North Group Humboldt 
Redwoods State Park Bull Creek Flats Loop. Beginning 
in Richardson Grove, our route upstream along Bull 
Creek leads through some of the world’s largest old 
growth forest. Be prepared to wade shallow crossings. 
Bring lunch, plentiful water, hiking footwear. M-9-A. 
Carpools  8:30 a.m. Ray’s Valley West, 9:15 a.m. Eureka 
Kmart on Hwy 101, 10 a.m. Rockefeller Grove. Leader 
Melinda 707-668-4275 or mgroomster@gmail.com. Rain, 
strong winds cancel.

Saturday October 21—North Group Del Norte 
Redwoods State Park Last Chance Coastal Trail Hike. 
An easygoing ramble through lush old-growth upon a 
stretch of Redwood Highway replaced in the 1930s by 
the present 101 route, which is evolving with the latest 
round of slope failures. Bring water and lunch. No dogs. 
Medium diffi  culty, 8 miles, less than 1,000 ft. elevation 
change. Carpools 9 a.m. Ray’s Valley West, 10:30 a.m. 
Damnation Creek trailhead (3.3 mi. north of Wilson Creek 
bridge, west side Hwy. 101) leader Ned, nedforsyth48@
gmail.com, 707-825-3652. Heavy rain cancels.

Thursday November 9—North Group Prairie Creek 
State Park Hike. A loop on the West Ridge and Prairie 
Creek Trails: out through towering ridge forest, returning 
creekside past autumn maples and bottom-land giants. 
Bring lunch, water, hiking footwear. M-6-A. Carpools 9 
a.m. Ray’s Valley West. All meet 10:15 a.m. porch at Prairie 
Creek Visitor Center. Leader Melinda 707-668-4275 or 
mgroomster@gmail.com. Steady rain cancels.

Saturday November 18—North Group Lacks Creek/
Pine Ridge Prairies Hike. Explore this nearby Bureau 
of Land Management area off  Highway 299, on new 
and old trails created by BLM, Humboldt Trails Council, 
and Redwood Coast Mountain Bike Association. We 
will see a mix of oak savannas, old-growth conifers, and 
regenerating hardwood-covered slopes. Humboldt Bay 
and ocean views a possibility. Bring lunch and water, 
and dress for a fall day at 3,600 feet elevation. Medium 
diffi  culty, about 5 miles, less than 1,000 feet elevation 
gain/loss. Carpools: Meet 9 a.m. Ray’s Valley West. Leader 
Ned, nedforsyth48@gmail.com, 707-825-3652 message 
phone. Heavy rain cancels.

NORTH  GROUP
REDWOOD  CHAPTER

to act as a person when I left camp. Now, I’m 
confi dent and sure I can do anything when I put my 
mind to it. Some of my most memorable moments 
include the mouth-watering, healthy meals; evening 
campfi res when we would sing and tell stories; and 
our counselor reading us a story before bed. I met 
unique girls and formed strong friendships and 
bonds and will never forget my cabin mates. But the 
really amazing moments were walking to the river 
through pastures and fi elds and seeing the beautiful 
mountains. � e colors were so vibrant and bright 
and they inspired me to be curious and happy. One 
night we slept under the stars on the sand lining the 
shore of the Mattole River.”

Camper 2: “� is truly was an exceptional, 
amazing camp experience, like no other I’ve had. 
� is is my fi rst time getting to explore the Lost Coast 
and this camp was an easy way to do that, through 
visiting its forests, mountains, rivers, and beaches. 
We spent almost all of our time outdoors. Every 
day we took a trip to the river. One day we went 
canoeing; another, we went to the beach and played 
in the woods. My favorite part of camp was our 
overnight at Strawberry Rock, a big rock on top of a 
mountain. � e other best part of camp was the beach 
day, where you could do so many things: play on the 
sand, swim in the water, or play games in the woods.”

North Group Underwrites Two Campers
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Beginners and experts, non-members and members, 
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings. 
Almost all of our events are free.  All of our events are 
made possible by volunteer e� ort. For more information 
about North Coast CNPS and our events, please visit our 
website: northcoastcnps.org.

ORTHCOAST  
HAPTER

N
C

Field Trips & Plant Walks
October 8, Sunday. Inland Fall Day Trip. Driving 
east along Highway 299 we will see fall color of Big-leaf 
Maple, Poison Oak, and Oregon White Oak.  We will 
stop at all the vista points, summits, campgrounds, 
and rest areas, taking in the season as presented by 
the fading winter-deciduous species, the freshly 
washed evergreen species, and the sprouting annual 

Evening Programs
At the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., 
near 7th and Union, Arcata. Refreshments at 7 p.m.; 
program at 7:30 p.m.

June 10: CNPSers hiked up Clover Gulch (near 
Ruth Lake) and discovered an oak-covered knoll by 
a mossy rock outcrop, all sparkling with pale violet 
Ithuriel’s spear (Triteleia laxa), a native, edible bulb. 
It is a “geophyte”, the subject of our October evening 
program. Below: Ithuriel’s spear. Photos: Carol Ralph.

Highlights of Summer Field Trips

October 11, Wednesday.  7:30 p.m. “� e Wonderful 
World of Geophytes.”  � e fl ower-covered landscapes 
of pre-European California included a colorful, 
diverse, and abundant group of plants whose survival 
depended on underground bulbs and tubers.  � ese 
plants, referred to as geophytes (“earth plants”), 
included lilies, fritillaries, brodiaeas, and many other 
species, many of which were important food sources 
for Native Americans.  An abundance of evidence 
now suggests this group is declining rapidly.  Based on 
35 years working in this area, Dave Imper, retired U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife ecologist, and the local “Mr. Lily,” 
will highlight the exceptional diversity of this group 
locally, explain the large-scale changes that have 
aff ected their habitats, and tell what management 
actions could slow the loss of these treasures.  � e 
recent Fremontia issue (journal of the California 
Native Plant Society) devoted to geophytes will be 
available for purchase. 

November 8, Wednesday. 7:30 p.m. “Ancient 
but Still Evolving:  the Ferns among Us.”  Ferns 
are a fascinating group of plants, with rich, and 
often bizarre, ecologies and natural histories.  Carl 
Rothfels, Assistant Professor and Curator of Ferns 
and Lycophytes at the University Herbarium, U. C. 
Berkeley, will take us on a meander through ferndom 
from a slightly evolutionary perspective, starting at 
the broadest scale (What are ferns?  How did they 
evolve?) and ending closer to home with a tour of 
Northern California fern diversity.  Along the way, he 
will touch on ferns’ secret double life, on the wonders 
of “instantaneous” speciation, the trick to being a fern 
in the desert, the challenges of fern taxonomy (Why 
do these names keep changing?), and more. 

August 12: CNPSers hiked on the ocean bluff s 
of Point St. George in Crescent City. On the 
bluff  where we sat and ate lunch, we discovered 
numerous secretive  fl owers of clustered broomrape 
(Orobanche fascicularis), a purple-fl owered form of 
this achlorophyllous (chlorophyll-lacking) parasite 
of the gumplants (pictured below). 

September 1-3: CNPSers stayed at the Mattole 
Camp and Retreat Center while exploring the Mattole 
River, the Lost Coast Trail, and the Mill Creek 
Trail. Both Humboldt County fuchsia (Epilobium 
septentrionale), the bright red fl owers on this rock 
by the Mattole River (photo below), and the similarly 
colored redwood keckiella (Keckiella corymbosa) in 
the same substrate were blooming, lighting up our 
botanizing while we splashed in the river on a hot 
day (100 degrees F!) below the camp.  � e chapter 
propagates this California fuchsia from “captive” 
plants and sells it at our plant sales.

or summer-deciduous species.  We might get as far as 
Burnt Ranch Campground. We will make short walks 
from the cars; be prepared for the weather.  Bring 
lunch and water.  Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacifi c Union 
School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata) to carpool.  Return 
late afternoon, or possibly in the evening after dinner 
in Willow Creek. Tell Carol if you know good places 
to stop, or if you are coming: 822-2015, theralphs@
humboldt1.com. 

November 4, Saturday.  Patrick’s Point Day Hike. 
Patrick’s Point State Park, north of Trinidad, is surely 
one of the best state parks of all. It has wonderful, 
varied, native plant habitats. We will traverse Sitka 
Spruce and riparian forests, meadows, rock outcrops, 
and ocean bluff s, walking about four miles. We will see 
eight species of conifers, including Bishop pine, up to  
10 species of ferns, including grape fern, a spikemoss, 
two common succulents, a curious manzanita, and 
much more. Dress for the weather, including wind; 
bring lunch and water.  Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacifi c 
Union School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata) to carpool or 
at 10 a.m. at the Bishop Pine Picnic Area. � ere is an 
entrance fee per car.  It’s good to tell Carol you are 
coming, in case plans change: 822-2015, theralphs@
humboldt1.com.
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Eel River 
Continued � om page 6

Hu� man Wilderness
Continued � om page 5

 ...from FERC (upon which the agency will accept 
no comments, but we’ll give them some anyway) and 
a pile of proposed study plans from PG&E. We’ll be 
working on comments on the proposed study plans 
for an early December 2017 deadline, as FERC plans 
to fi nalize the study plans in early February to get 
studies going in 2018. 

� is process will continue for a minimum of fi ve 
years, during which we can expect FERC to produce 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will 
set new standards for malign neglect of the critical 
environmental issues at hand for the Eel River and 
its fi sheries. However, it’s important to note that 
similar relicensing eff orts are still dragging on after 
ten or even twenty years. For those who simply 
want to maintain the status quo, that’s an acceptable 
outcome, as FERC routinely issues waivers allowing 
dams to continue to operate under out-of-date 
license terms while relicensing battles continue.

Friends of the Eel River will continue to seek 
leverage points both within and outside the FERC 
process, and will continue to dialog with stakeholders 
from every perspective who may be willing to 
support a negotiated solution involving the removal 
of the Eel River dams.  To learn more, get involved, 
or support our eff orts, visit us at www.eelriver.org.

• Protect over 480 miles of streams on federal 
land as wild and scenic rivers. Wild and scenic 
designation protects our most pristine remaining 
streams on federal land from the construction of 
new dams or major water diversions. � e largest 
stream that would be protected as a wild and scenic 
river by the legislation is the South Fork Trinity River 
above Highway 36. 

• Restore public lands aff ected by illegal trespass 
marijuana grows by establishing a partnership of 
federal, state, and local entities dedicated to cleaning 
up these polluted areas. When illegal grow sites are 
fully cleaned up and restored, they are far less likely to 
be used again for trespass cultivation. Unfortunately, 
illegal marijuana cultivation on public lands leads to 
mounds of trash and water and soil poisoned with 
herbicides and pesticides, which result in the killing 
of wildlife and a host of other problems. 

• Authorize the construction of an interagency 
visitor center in Trinity County for people seeking to 
enjoy the region’s federal public lands. 

• Require federal agencies to cooperate and 
coordinate fi re management in northwestern 
California’s wilderness areas.

• Explore the possibility of establishing the 
Bigfoot National Recreation Trail that will highlight 
the immense ecological diversity of northwestern 
California’s ancient forests and other unique 
landscapes. � e trail would run from the Yolla Bolly-
Middle Eel Wilderness in the south to the Oregon 
border, then south through the Siskiyou Wilderness 
and west through Redwood National Park and 

Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park. 
• Direct federal agencies to conduct a trails study 

that would explore ways to improve motorized and 
non-motorized recreation trail opportunities (including 
mountain bicycling) in northwestern California.

� e measure will not limit hunting or fi shing, 
close any legally-open roads or trails to vehicles, or 
aff ect access to or the use of private property.

Congressman Huff man will be taking public 
input on his draft legislation until early November 
(the date has not been announced as of print). In 
August, he held a series of public meetings to discuss 
the draft in Crescent City, Eureka, Weaverville and 
Ukiah. Over 550 people attended and support for 
Mr. Huff man’s eff orts was overwhelming. � e public 
can also comment on the draft legislation via e-mail 
at ca02publiclands@gmail.com

For more information on the draft bill, please 
contact Ryan Henson of the California Wilderness 
Coalition (CalWild) at rhenson@calwild.org or 
at 530-365-1455. CalWild, the NEC and other 
organizations hope that Representative Huff man will 
introduce the bill this winter in the House, and that 
Senator Kamala Harris will introduce it in the Senate 
soon thereafter. 

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs

• Organic teas 

• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka

~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical 

organic integrityi i t
from our back door...

to your basketto your basket
The North Coast Co-op is the only 

Certified Organic Retailer on the North 
Coast! Our knowledgeable employees 
handle all certified organic products in 

accordance with federal regulations from 
the delivery truck to your basket.  

www.northcoast.coop

ffrr

811 I St. in  Arcata • (707) 822-5947
25 4th St. in Eureka • (707) 443-6027 

or support our eff orts, visit us at www.eelriver.org.

Photo: BLM.

Steelhead, Wikimedia CC. 
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Meredith’s internship 
was through the 
Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute. 

Ocean Forum
Continued � om page 8

D.C. Experience
Continued � om page 10

According to an analysis by the Marine 
Conservation Institute (MCI), public comments 
collected at www.regulations.gov show over 
99 percent support for maintaining marine 
monuments and sanctuaries as they currently 
exist. � e review included 1,000 statistically 
randomly selected comments from the nearly 
100,000 submissions recorded. 

Despite this overwhelming support, the 
secret memo Zink sent to President Trump, 
which the Washington Post published in September, 
includes recommendations to both shrink and 
reduce protections for national monuments 
(see pages 7 and 9 for more information on this). 
The memo recommends opening the Northeast 
Canyons & Seamounts monument to commercial 
fishing, while reducing the size of the Pacific 
Remote Islands and Rose Atoll monuments.

Additionally, Interior Secretary Zinke has 
announced the offi  cial launch of a multi-year 
process to revise the 5-Year Off shore Drilling Plan, 
which would potentially allow new lease sales and 
be yet another way to open up America’s waters 
to new oil drilling, as well as seismic blasting and 
other resource extraction. � e draft proposed 
program of the new 5 year plan is anticipated to 
drop sometime in the late fall/early winter. If the 
Pacifi c is included in the plan then we can anticipate 
public hearing(s) in CA during the 60 day comment 
period.  Secretary Zinke’s recent actions are evidence 
that we must continue to fi ght to defend these 
special ocean places.  

 ...was proud to say to her constituents that she 
doesn’t take money from big oil; her constituents 
applaud her for this. Political candidates will only 
turn down corporate money if they know that this 
is what their constituents want. Find a way to make 
your voice heard.

� e only thing more powerful than money is 
the power of people in numbers. Use that power 
in whatever way you can. Vote thoughtfully. Call 
your representatives. Attend town hall meetings. 
Join rallies and protests. Join an interest group. 
Donate to causes that you believe in. Be a thoughtful 
consumer. Submit an op-ed to your local newspaper. 
And most importantly, encourage others to be 
engaged as well. � e only way we can dilute the 
infl uence of corporate interests is if we all do our 
part, whatever that part may be. Together we can be 
louder than money.

Another clear issue in Congress is that the 
parties are incredibly polarized. I saw a lot of this 
during my time on the Hill. Instead of engaging in a 
productive, bipartisan manner, many times Members 
of Congress said what they wanted to say in meetings 
and hardly lent an ear to their colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle. In briefi ngs on climate change 
and energy, for example, members of both parties 
were quick to demonize the other side with snide 
comments. � is behavior is also a refl ection of us, 
their constituents. 

� ese days, praise is given to politicians who 
stand fi rm and speak combatively, unwilling to 
compromise,  instead of to politicians who are 

interested in 
coming up with 
solutions that 
work best for 
everyone. To fi x 
this polarization, 
we need to vote 
for individuals 
who are capable of 
being cooperative 
and understanding while also sticking to their 
values. No matter where you stand, you cannot 
expect those on the other side of the aisle to 
understand your concerns if you are not willing to try 
to understand theirs.

After all of these refl ections, my props go to 
those who are being active citizens: the people 
who take the time to really learn both sides of 
current political issues. � e people who call their 
representatives and attend town hall meetings. 
� e NGOs that are educating and mobilizing the 
public. � e private businesses that are choosing to 
take social and environmental responsibility. � is is 
where progress is really being made—right here in 
our own communities, not on some hill on the other 
side of the country.

Our democracy is a beautiful thing, but it is only 
eff ective as long as its citizens are civil, engaged, and 
well-informed. � is is why I decided to work here in 
my home state. � is is where action is most needed. 
Nothing is going to get better in Congress if we, the 
people, don’t use our power to change it.

Give the Gift of EcoNews! 

Now more than ever, we need to stay informed 
and take action to protect our natural places!
EcoNews has been the North Coast’s source of 

environmental news since 1971!

Fill out the form on the back cover of 
this issue, visit us online at 

yournec.org/donate, 
call 822-6918, or stop by the offi  ce 

at 415 I St., Arcata! 

A Gift Membership to the NEC includes 
a full year of EcoNews — delivered 

right to your friend or family 
member’s mailbox!

Adopt-a-Beach

Be a part of our growing 
team of site captains 

and volunteers helping 
to keep our coast clean! 

Visit our website for 
more information 

and a list of available 
sites.

yournec.org/adoptabeach
707-822-6918
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Nat Pennington
Klamath Riverkeeper

Klamath spring-run Chinook salmon (springers) 
were once the most prolifi c fi sh in the Klamath 
Basin. With over 100,000 fi sh returning to the 
river each year to spawn, springers thrived in the 
headwater streams of the Klamath. But by the early 
20th century, springers suff ered precipitous declines 
due to hydraulic mining, logging, diversions, and 
particularly from the construction of dams on the 
Klamath, Shasta, and Trinity Rivers. In the Klamath 
River drainage above the Trinity, the Salmon River 
springers are the last self-sustaining wild population, 
with annual runs of 80–1,600 fi sh. 

Tribes in the Klamath Basin have suff ered 
both economically and spiritually since the near 
extirpation of spring Chinook in the Middle and 
Upper Klamath. According to Jeff  Mitchell of the 
Modoc and Klamath Tribes, “� e Klamath and 
Modoc peoples collectively refer to themselves as 
‘the maqlaq’ meaning the people. We are fi sh people, 
hunters and gatherers. It is the fi sh that give us life. 
Our Spring Ciyals run (Salmon and steelhead)…were 
especially important to the tribal peoples because by 
the time February would arrive after long winters… if 
we could survive until our fi rst fi sh runs in the early 
spring, we would be blessed with the life once again.”

New genetic research from U.C. Davis has 
shed light on the evolutionary history of Klamath 
River spring Chinook. Springers are genetically 
distinguishable from fall-run Chinook. � is 
diff erence is most apparent in their fat. Springers 
have a fat content of up to 22% compared to 12% in 
fall Chinook. � is fat is extremely healthy, identifi ed 
as one of the most concentrated sources of Omega 3, 
critical in development of brain tissue.

Like coho, spring-run Chinook juveniles remain 
in streams for a year or more before moving to 
the sea. Adults return to freshwater from April 
to July and congregate in deep pools where they 
hold through September and spawn.  � is strategy 
allows them to spawn and develop in upstream 
reaches of tributaries that are often inaccessible to 
fall-run Chinook. 

Temperatures below 16°C (61°F) are necessary as 
the fi sh are susceptible to disease in warmer water, 
and eggs lose viability as temperatures increase. 

Klamath dam removal would reopen vast 
amounts of good habitat for springers. Many 
tributaries to Upper Klamath Lake stay below 19°C 
(66°F) through the entire summer. Large accretions 
and subterranean springs exist under the current 
site of the Klamath dam reservoirs. � ese cool water 
pockets and deep pools, once uncovered, should 
provide suffi  cient cold-water refugia for the upstream 

migration of spring Chinook into Oregon. 
Until the dams are removed, there is much 

that can be done to help the springers. Spring 
fl ow releases from Trinity Reservoir would help 
to preserve Klamath spring Chinook until dam 
removal gives them access to required habitat. 
Better hatchery management is also important. A 
100 percent adipose fi n clip mark, to help fi shermen 
distinguish hatchery fi sh from native, is long overdue 
for hatchery production. Protection of the Salmon 
River spring Chinook is also paramount for the 
true restoration of the Klamath Basin. According to 
many climate change models, the Klamath’s volcanic 
elevations may be resilient as the climate changes, 
capturing snowpack and therefore the restoration of 
the Basin is of utmost importance for biodiversity. 

You can help springers by volunteering at your 
local Klamath Basin watershed group, attending 
public hearings and speaking on behalf of Klamath 
restoration, commenting on dam removal and water 
plans, monitoring the Klamath and reporting fi sh 
die-off s, conserving water locally, and participating 
in rallies around Klamath Basin issues. Together, let’s 
rekindle our love for these iconic salmon that are 
critical to our region’s food chain and recover them 
for generations to come. 

Spring Chinook
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

Spring Chinook and summer steelhead (bottom) in the Salmon 
River. Photo: Nat Pennington. 
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Did you know leaves make food for trees? 

Trees need sunlight, air, water and cholorphyll 
to make food for trees. Chlorophyll is what makes 
leaves green in the spring and summer. As the 
seasons change to fall and the weather is less 
warm, leaves get less light and stop making food 
to prepare for the winter. The cholorphyll fades 
and other colors like red, yellow, orange, and 
brown begin to show on leaves. 

Without food from sunlight, the stems of the 
leaves weaken, and the leaves fall from the trees 
in the winter.  The rest of the tree, like the trunk 
and branches, get food from the roots of the 
tree. This fall, see how many di� erent colors you 
can see on leaves!

Colorful Chlorophyll

word search
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We the People 2.0 confronts 
its viewers with the 
ravages of mine tailings 
and leaky containment 
ponds, of sludge and ooze 
and grue, all of which, the 
fi lm documents, are killing 
people, particularly in the 
cancer-blighted small towns 
of North America. The fi lm’s 
brief is laudable: Alongside 
documenting grassroots 
activism, including the kayak 
fl otillas that protested 
Shell Oil in Seattle, the fi lm 
focuses on legal challenges 
presented to corporations 
by granting rights to 
ecosystems.

Ocean Night
Sponsored by Surfrider Humboldt, Humboldt Baykeeper and the Northcoast Environmental Center. 

at the Arcata Theater Lounge
1036 G St, Arcata

Thursday, October 12 - Straws and Thicker than Water
Thursday, November 9 - Under an Arctic Sky and TBA

Movie Night with the NEC
Wednesday, November 15 - 6pm and 8pm

at the MiniPlex
401 I St, Arcata

bring you     bring you     

Help us continue to 
advocate, educate, and

YES!  I will help the Northcoast
 Environmental Center protect our 
watersheds, wildlands and communities!

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC 
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:

$100 - Coho Salmon

$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$25 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl

$500 - Orca

$1000 - Redwood

Other ________

I would like to become a sustaining member! 
I pledge $___________ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly. 
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

A subscription to EcoNews is included 
with your membership. 

I would like to save resources and read 
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the 
address above. 

Please choose one option:

Save resources, donate online: 
www.yournec.org, or scan the code 
at right. If you prefer, mail this form 
with a check or fi ll in your credit card 
information below. 

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 

Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we 
will list your name in publications as a donor. 
 

My gift is (check one box if applicable):  

a gift membershipin memory of

in honor of

Name of person _______________________________

(If gift 
membership)

 (student or 
low income)

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous. 

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518 

Address ____________________________

City ________________________________



 National Parks Centennial Celebration  

Creature: Spring Chinook | Intern Experience on Capitol Hill | North Country Fair Waste Reduction
Huffman Draft Wilderness Proposal | New Cannabis Ordinance | Eel River Dams Relicensing

Cascade-Siskiyou
National Monument

Chopping Block
on the

 
Published by the Northcoast Environmental Center Since 1971

Oct/Nov 2017Vol. 47, No. 5 Arcata, CaliforniaOver 45 Years of Environmental News   



Fred and Junior were reminiscent of 
a saying from Maggie Huhn, “One of 
the reasons our society has become 
such a mess is that we’re isolated 
from each other.” More gathering 
opportunities are needed to bring 
people together and the NEC hopes to 
see you at our next one! 

Join us for Ocean Night on 
October 12 and November 9, our next 
movie night on November 15, and 
“Cider for the NEC” on December 12 
at Humboldt Cider Company.
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Larry Glass, Executive Director 
and Bella Waters, Admin & 

Development Director

Fall is one of the busier times at the 
NEC. But before we start discussing 
our plans, we want to thank the 
community who has helped us achieve 
some amazing goals. 

Big Environmental News:  
At the Wharfi nger Building in Eureka 
on August 14, there was standing 
room only when Congressman 
Huff man hosted a public meeting 
to receive feedback on his draft 
legislation to increase protections 
for Northwest California’s rivers and 
mountains. NEC board members 
Larry Glass, Dan Sealy and Bob 
Morris spent the past four years 
working with the congressman and 
representatives from � e Wilderness 
Society, California Wilderness 
Coalition, Sierra Club, Pew Charitable 
Trusts, and others to draft language 
that would designate more than 300 
miles of new Wild & Scenic Rivers, 
create a Bigfoot National Recreation 
Trail, build mountain biking routes in 
Del Norte County, create partnerships 
to clean up public lands impacted 
by illegal activities (including illegal 

cannabis cultivation), expand nine 
wilderness areas, and establish ten 
new ones. � is is one of the largest 
wilderness bills to ever be discussed 
for Northern California, and, at a 
time when the future of public lands 
is unknown, it represents a strong 
move on Congressman Huff man’s 
part to model and promote the needs 
of our region’s public lands. � is also 
includes a ground breaking 800,000+ 
acre proposal called the South Fork 
Trinity/Mad River Restoration area. 
We’ll keep you posted on ways you 
can get involved once this legislation 
has been introduced. 

In other news,  our plea 
for fi nancial assistance to help us 
move to solar was answered quickly! 
We received a generous donation 
from Mark Larson to reach our 
goal of $2,400. Local solar guru 
Roger is working with our building’s 
maintenance man to determine 
options for routing the wires, and calls 
have been made to the City of Arcata 
to start the permit process. Hopefully 
by the end of this year we will be solar 
powered!

Our other fi nancial request of 
$10,000 for tech upgrades was met 
with generous donations by Margaret 

 

Zegart,  Joseph Bower, 
Mark Larson, and an 
anonymous donor 
who’s gift was “in 
honor of Tim 
McKay.” Most of 
the staff  now have 
access to newer, 
faster computers 
and no longer need 
risk dozing off  
waiting for fi les to 
load. Soon all staff  
will be working on 
better machines!

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 
of website redesign. What features 
would you like to see? Do you know 
a Drupal whiz? Let us know at nec@
yournec.org.

The Summer Bar-B-Q   
lived up to its name as a “you’ve got 
to be there” event! Not only was the 
food amazing, but Jan’s homemade 
cider and Gary’s homemade beer hit 
the spot when the temperature hit a 
high of 78 degrees! � e camaraderie, 
smiling faces and good vibes 
intermingled with the lively music by 

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 
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Write a Letter to 
the Editor!

Letters should be 300 
words or less,  be relevant to  
EcoNews readers and material 
covered in EcoNews, and must 
include the writer’s address and 
phone number. 
Letters may be edited and shortened for space. 

The NEC reserves the right to reject any submitted 
material for any reason (e.g., size, content, writing 
style, etc.).

Send letters to editor@yournec.org.

Bouquets of virtual fl owers 
to our technology upgrade 
donors Margaret Zegart,  
Joseph Bower, Mark Larson, 
and an anonymous donor in honor of Tim 
McKay. Bouquets of sunfl owers to our solar 
project donors Ellen LeBel, Florin Barnhart, 
and Mark Larson.

Bouquets to all who helped and attended our 
Summer Bar-B-Q party, including our hosts 
Gary & Jan Friedrichsen,  oyster extraordinaire 
John Woolley, salmon supplier Pete Nichols, 
event volunteers Bill Rodstrom, Barbara 
Reisman, Erika Gonzalez Granadino and 
Sylvia van Royen, Barbara Wilkinson, Chris 
Beresford & Eleanor Jenican for growing, 
collecting & arranging the beautiful fl owers 
for all of the tables, and food donations from 
Arcata Scoop, Arise Bakery, Brio Breadworks, 
Coast Seafoods, Cypress Grove, Heart’s 

Leap Winery, Lost Coast 
Brewery, Ramone’s Bakery 
and Redwood Roots Farm.

Bouquets to the Same Old 
People, Bandemonium,  

350 Humboldt, the Arcata Playhouse, Jesse 
Jonathan and Trillium Dance Studios, our 
umbrella artists and everyone who came out 
to celebrate all species and make this year’s All 
Species Parade so spectacular!

Bouquets to this year’s Coastal Cleanup 
Day sponsors, site captains and cleanup 
volunteers! See page 3 to see our local Coastal 
Cleanup sponsors. 

Bouquets to all the creative people who 
submitted artwork for our Endangered Art Show! 
We hope you had a chance to stop by our booth 
during the North Country Fair to view them! And 
many thanks to those who bid and purchased art! 

  

Full articles of 300-600 words may 
be submitted, preferably by email. 

Please pitch your idea to the 
editor prior to submitting a draft.  
Include your phone number and 

email with all submissions, to 
editor@yournec.org

Article submissions welcome!

Anita Gilbride-Read
Volunteer bookkeeper 

I started volunteering at the NEC offi  ce about      
six years ago. NEC board member Chris Beresford had 
asked me if I would be interested in taking over one of the 
roles she had been performing, as she was fi nding herself 
to be stretched too thin. It was a natural fi t for me as I 
had been the bookkeeper for Restif Cleaning Cooperative 
for 25 years and had recently retired to help out with 
three grandchildren —all born in the same year—as their 
mothers transitioned back to work. So now I fi nd myself 
receiving checks, preparing and banking deposits, bills, 
payroll and other bookwork to be dropped off  with the NEC 
bookkeeper twice a month.

It is a joy to come into the NEC offi  ce and be greeted by 
happy and enthusiastic staff  who are obviously glad to be 
there and are committed to what they do and represent. 
And it is one of the pieces of fulfi lling a need to contribute 
back to the community that I have been priveledged to 
call home for 45 years. So if you fi nd yourself with more 
time than money, as many of us do, I encourage you to 
check out the NEC for volunteer opportunities—now 
more than ever.  We all live downstream.

Volunteer  SpotlightVolunteer  Spotlight

Our Busiest Weekend of the Year!
September brings a lot of activity around the 

NEC offi  ce in preparation for two of our biggest 
events of the year—Coastal Cleanup Day and the 
All Species Parade! 

On Saturday, September 16, over 600 volunteers 
showed up to clean 60 beaches and waterways for 
Coastal Cleanup Day, collecting about fi ve tons 
of debris! � e NEC is very proud to continue this 
longstanding volunteer tradition, that began right 
here on the North Coast. � ank you to everyone 
for your hard work! Read more about Coastal 
Cleanup Day on page 3. 

On the same day, hundreds joined the NEC at 
the North Country Fair to march and dance in this 
year’s All Species Parade! � emed “Sanctuary for 
All Species,” the parade featured painted umbrellas 
under which costumed parade participants gathered 
for “sanctuary.” � e umbrellas were decorated to 
represent various national monuments, marine 
protected areas, national forests, and parks that 
provide sanctuary for so many species. It was great 
to see so many fabulous, creative costumes! Read 
more about the parade on page 4. 

Our booth at the North County Fair was busy 
both days as fairgoers stopped by to see over 
60 pieces of art as part of our fi rst Endangered 
Art Show, buy t-shirts or chat with NEC staff , 
volunteers and board members. If you didn’t have 
a chance to stop by and see artwork by students, 
professionals and endangered species lovers, visit 
our website for the link to our Flickr album. 

Fred and Junior were reminiscent of 
a saying from Maggie Huhn, “One of 
the reasons our society has become 
such a mess is that we’re isolated 
from each other.” More gathering 
opportunities are needed to bring 
people together and the NEC hopes to 
see you at our next one! 

Join us for Ocean Night on 
October 12 and November 9, our next 
movie night on November 15, and 
“Cider for the NEC” on December 12 
at Humboldt Cider Company.

Editor/Layout: Morgan Corviday
morgan@yournec.org
Proofreaders: Midge Brown, Kris Diamond, 
Claire Roth, Mary Watson

Authors: Jennifer Kalt, Delia Bense-Kang, 
Bella Waters, Tom Wheeler, Anne Maher, Felice 
Pace, Madison Peters, Carol Ralph, Rebekah 
Staub, Ryan Hansen, Scott Greacen, Jessica 
Corbett, Dan Sealy, Meredith Garrett, Nancy 
Stevens, Rob DiPerna, Eileen Cooper, Emma 
Held, Sue Leskiw, Nat Pennigton. 

Cover Photo:  

News From the Center

NEC Board Of Directors

EcoNews is the o�  cial bi-monthly 
publication of the  Northcoast 
Environmental Center (NEC), a 
non-pro� t organization.  Third class 
postage paid in Arcata. ISSN No. 
0885-7237.  EcoNews is mailed to 
our members and distributed free 
throughout the Northern California 
and Southern Oregon bioregion. The 
subscription rate is $50 per year. 

415 I Street, Arcata, CA 95521
PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518

707- 822-6918
www.yournec.org

The ideas and views expressed 
in EcoNews are not necessarily 

those of the NEC. 

President - Larry Glass, Safe Alternatives 
for our Forest Environment, 
larry@yournec.org
Vice-President - Dan Sealy,  At-Large, 
dan.sealy@yournec.org
Secretary - Jennifer Kalt, Humboldt 
Baykeeper, jkalt@humboldtbaykeeper.org
Treasurer - Chris Jenican Beresford, At-
Large, thegang7@pacbell.net
Gary Falxa, Calfornia Native Plant Society, 
gfalxa@suddenlink.net 
CJ Ralph, Redwood Region Audubon Society, 
cjralph@humboldt1.com
Richard Kreis, Sierra Club, North Group.  
rgkreis@gmail.com
Alicia Hamann, Friends of the Eel River, 
alicia@eelriver.org
Briana Villalobos, Environmental Protection 
Information Center, briana@wildcalifornia.org
Bob Morris, Trinity County Representative, 
At-Large, bob.morris@wildblue.net 

NEC Staff
Executive Director:
Larry Glass, larry@yournec.org

Administrative & Development Director: 
Bella Waters, bella@yournec.org

EcoNews Editor, Web Director:
Morgan Corviday, morgan@yournec.org

MPA Outreach Coordinator:
Delia Bense-Kang, delia@yournec.org

Coastal Programs Coordinator: 
Madison Peters, madison@yournec.org

Programs Coordinator: Anne Maher, 
anne@yournec.org

O�  ce Assistant: Tiff any Perez, tiff any@
yournec.org

Humboldt Baykeeper
www.humboldtbaykeeper.org

Sierra Club,North Group, 
Redwood Chapter
www.redwood.sierraclub.org/north/

California Native Plant Society
North Coast Chapter
www.northcoastcnps.org

Redwood Region Audubon Society
www.rras.org

Friends of the Eel River
www.eelriver.org

Safe Alternatives for our Forest 
Environment (SAFE)
www.safealt.org

Environmental Protection 
Information Center (EPIC)
www.wildcalifornia.org

Friends of Del Norte
www.fodn.org

Zero Waste Humboldt
www.zerowastehumboldt.org

Californians for Alternatives to Toxics
www.alt2tox.org

NEC Member Groups

NEC Affiliate Members
Humboldt Baykeeper

Fiscally sponsored by the NEC
Director: 
Jennifer Kalt, jkalt@humboldtbaykeeper.org 
Bay Tours Coordinator:  
Jasmin Segura, jasmin@humboldtbaykeeper.org

Larry Glass, Executive Director 
and Bella Waters, Admin & 

Development Director

Fall is one of the busier times at the 
NEC. But before we start discussing 
our plans, we want to thank the 
community who has helped us achieve 
some amazing goals. 

Big Environmental News:  
At the Wharfi nger Building in Eureka 
on August 14, there was standing 
room only when Congressman 
Huff man hosted a public meeting 
to receive feedback on his draft 
legislation to increase protections 
for Northwest California’s rivers and 
mountains. NEC board members 
Larry Glass, Dan Sealy and Bob 
Morris spent the past four years 
working with the congressman and 
representatives from � e Wilderness 
Society, California Wilderness 
Coalition, Sierra Club, Pew Charitable 
Trusts, and others to draft language 
that would designate more than 300 
miles of new Wild & Scenic Rivers, 
create a Bigfoot National Recreation 
Trail, build mountain biking routes in 
Del Norte County, create partnerships 
to clean up public lands impacted 
by illegal activities (including illegal 

cannabis cultivation), expand nine 
wilderness areas, and establish ten 
new ones. � is is one of the largest 
wilderness bills to ever be discussed 
for Northern California, and, at a 
time when the future of public lands 
is unknown, it represents a strong 
move on Congressman Huff man’s 
part to model and promote the needs 
of our region’s public lands. � is also 
includes a ground breaking 800,000+ 
acre proposal called the South Fork 
Trinity/Mad River Restoration area. 
We’ll keep you posted on ways you 
can get involved once this legislation 
has been introduced. 

In other news,  our plea 
for fi nancial assistance to help us 
move to solar was answered quickly! 
We received a generous donation 
from Mark Larson to reach our 
goal of $2,400. Local solar guru 
Roger is working with our building’s 
maintenance man to determine 
options for routing the wires, and calls 
have been made to the City of Arcata 
to start the permit process. Hopefully 
by the end of this year we will be solar 
powered!

Our other fi nancial request of 
$10,000 for tech upgrades was met 
with generous donations by Margaret 

 

Zegart,  Joseph Bower, 
Mark Larson, and an 
anonymous donor 
who’s gift was “in 
honor of Tim 
McKay.” Most of 
the staff  now have 
access to newer, 
faster computers 
and no longer need 
risk dozing off  
waiting for fi les to 
load. Soon all staff  
will be working on 
better machines!

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 
of website redesign. What features 
would you like to see? Do you know 
a Drupal whiz? Let us know at nec@
yournec.org.

The Summer Bar-B-Q   
lived up to its name as a “you’ve got 
to be there” event! Not only was the 
food amazing, but Jan’s homemade 
cider and Gary’s homemade beer hit 
the spot when the temperature hit a 
high of 78 degrees! � e camaraderie, 
smiling faces and good vibes 
intermingled with the lively music by 
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Coastal   
   Cleanup Day

Over five tons of debris cleaned on the north coast 
on coastal cleanup day

� e third weekend of September is always a busy 
one for us at the NEC, with the North Country Fair, 
the All Species Parade, and our biggest event of the 
year—Coastal Cleanup Day!

Saturday, September 16, hundreds of Humboldt 
County residents woke up early to go out, get a little 
dirty and pick up some trash for Coastal Cleanup Day 
2017. Elementary, middle, high schoolers, college 
and volunteers who have been with us for years all 
showed up for the cleanup. � is widely celebrated 
day is an annual tradition for many, and we welcome 
many more volunteers each year. At almost 60 
diff erent sites more than 600 volunteers purged our 
local beaches and waterways for the better half of the 
morning and throughout the day, amassing over fi ve 
tons of garbage!

We are proud to say Coastal Cleanup Day began 
in Humboldt County over 38 years ago with the NEC 
and has since grown into the international event 
we know today. Coastal Cleanup Day is one of the 
largest volunteering events worldwide. Organized 
internationally by the Ocean Conservancy, the 
purpose is to reduce the amount of garbage, 
recycling and other debris from entering our 
waterways and oceans. 

We are ecstatic to have participated in yet another 
year of successful cleanups. Statewide, the California 
Coastal Commission’s preliminary numbers showed 
more than 42,000 volunteers cleaned up over 293,700 
pounds of trash and an additional 23,100 pounds 
of recyclables—totaling around 158 tons picked up 
from over 900 sites! 

We would not be able to put on this collaboration 
of cleaning up our beaches without all of the support 
from agencies, organizations, businesses, and of 
course you, our volunteers! Many thanks to all our site 
captains, and everyone who participated! We cannot 
thank you all enough for your continued support and 
commitment to our local cleanup eff ort.

Visit our website for a list of site captains and 
more photos of Coastal Cleanup Day. 

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Thanks to our local Coastal Cleanup Day Sponsors!
www.yournec.org/

coastalcleanup

Top: The PacOut Green Team poses with bags of debris collected at the Samoa Bridge. Photo submitted by PacOut Green Team.  
Below left: Photo: Using the CleanSwell app made entering data on debris much easier. Photo: Sydney Long.  Bottom right: One of 
many bags of debris collected by Coastal Cleanup volunteers.  Photo: Sydney Long.

Coastal   
   Cleanup Day

A SUnny, SUccessful, Sanctuary for 
All Species parade

Anne Maher
September 16 marked another successful All 

Species Parade! � is festive celebration of all species, 
organized by the NEC, crowded the Arcata plaza with 
wolves, spiders, owls and more as it marched through 
the North Country Fair. � e Trillium Dance Studio 
led the parade as a fl ock of butterfl ies, followed by 
Bandemonium and a youth drumline. � e HSU 
River Otter Citizen Science Project, clad as a romp 
of river otters, walked alongside 350 Humboldt as 
they bobbed a school of salmon overhead. Folks 
from the Arcata Playhouse teetered behind with stilt 
walkers and grand masked puppeteers, and towards 
the back came the Pacifi c Alliance for Indigenous 
and Environmental Action with their Log Walk to 
Heal the Forest. Hundreds of other critters hopped, 
crawled, and slithered alongside to the beat of the 
booming music.

� e theme of this year’s parade was Sanctuary for 
All Species, to promote the importance of our public 
lands and conservation—particularly in the context 
of our current administration’s threats to National 
Monuments and other protected areas. To represent 
that theme, umbrellas were decorated  to represent a 
variety of public lands including Patricks Point State 
Park, Marine Protected Areas, and Yellowstone. � e 
Mountain Lion Federation, the HSU Art Education 
Club, EPIC, and others contributed to decorating 
these beautiful representative sanctuaries. When the 
band gave a special queue, the parade’s species ran for 
protection under their nearest umbrella.

� e weather was warm and welcoming, and 
the streets were were bustling with fair-goers and 
paraders of all ages. Many attendees arrived wearing 
masks made at the NEC’s Parade workshop at the 
Sanctuary earlier in the month, a tradition that we 
hope to continue.

We at the NEC are greatly looking forward to 
planning many future celebrations for all species. 
We heartedly thank the Same Old People, organizers 
of the North Country Fair, for creating the space 
for this wonderful event and helping fund parade 
preparations. Special thanks to 350 Humboldt for 
helping to purchase the umbrellas. And, of course, 
many thanks to everyone who participated and 
donated their time and creativity to make the Parade 
a colorful, joyous experience! 

� e All Species Parade is a unique celebration of 
the biodiversity that we seek to protect, and to spread 
the knowledge that every ant, avian, and animal is 
signifi cant. We hope that you enjoyed the parade, 
and that it was a pleasant and fun reminder of the 
importance of all species and the sanctuaries that 
they depend on.

All photos by Mark Larson, except top left courtesy of Rob 
DiPerna (EPIC), and lower right by Morgan Corviday. 
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Hiking in the Yolla Bolly–Middle Eel Wilderness. Photo: Scott LaMorte. 

Congressman Huff man shares a draft vision for protecting and 
restoring threatened wild lands and streams on federal public lands 

in northwestern California. 

New Draft Wilderness Proposal

Ryan Hansen
California Wilderness Coalition

� e NEC and other conservation groups 
have spent decades fi ghting to restore and defend 
northwestern California’s federal public lands against 
powerful industries seeking to log the forests, mine 
the earth, and fi ll in what remained with paved roads.

� e latest chapter in this historic struggle is 
a happy one: Congressman Jared Huff man has 
released draft legislation known as the Northern 
California Conservation and Recreation Act that 
would establish a massive Special Restoration Area 
and protect threatened wild lands and streams 
on federal public lands in Del Norte, Humboldt, 
Mendocino, and Trinity counties. Congressman 
Huff man has posted a copy of this legislation on his 
website for public review at www.huff man.house.
gov/rep-huff mans-legislation-to-protect-the-north-
coast-s-spectacular-wild-places-and-rivers-0. 
Among other provisions, the draft legislation would:

• Establish an 800,000-acre South Fork Trinity-
Mad River Special Restoration Area in the South 
Fork Trinity River watershed and the Forest Service 
portion of the Mad River watershed in southern 
Trinity and eastern Humboldt counties. Within 

this area, the ecological health of previously 
logged forests will be improved and the danger of 
unnaturally severe fi res will be reduced through a 
careful program of individual tree-cutting, especially 
along roads. Proceeds from the sale of the trees will 
be returned to fund additional restoration in the 
Special Restoration Area, including steps to improve 
habitat for endangered salmon and steelhead trout.

• Protect over 326,000 acres of federal public lands 
as wilderness by expanding nine existing wilderness 
areas and establishing 10 new ones. Wilderness is 
the strongest protection available for certain areas 
of public land under federal law. While camping, 
hunting, fi shing, horseback riding, and other 
recreational activities can continue in these areas, 
logging, mining, the construction of new roads, and 
other development is prohibited. � e following new 
wilderness areas will be protected by the legislation: 
Underwood, Bonanza King, Mad River Buttes, South 
Fork Trinity River, Chinquapin, Headwaters Forest, 
Pattison, Redwood Creek, Black Butte River and 
English Ridge. � e following existing wilderness 
areas will be expanded by the legislation: Siskiyou, 
Trinity Alps, Chanchelulla, Mount Lassic, Yolla 
Bolly-Middle Eel, South Fork Eel, Yuki, Sanhedrin, 
and North Fork Eel. 

Continued on page 19

Invest 
in the Future
Invest 
in the Future

or join our Monthly   
  Giving Program

For more information, 
call the NEC at 707-822-6918
or email nec@yournec.org
www.yournec.org/donate

For more information,
call the NEC at 707-822-6918
or email nec@yournec.org
www.yournec.org/donate

Become a Member, 
  Donate, Volunteer,
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The Cape Horn Dam, one of two dams on the Eel River up for relicensing with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
Photo courtesy of Friends of the Eel River. 

Eel River Dams up for Relicensing; 
Removal Best Chance for Fish

Tom Wheeler
EPIC

Humboldt County has released a draft ordinance 
that would regulate future recreational and medical 
cannabis cultivation, processing, distribution, testing, 
and sale, and the necessary draft Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) that examines the potential 
environmental impacts of the ordinance. Describing 
the ordinance and the environmental document in 
a few words is tough—together, all documents total 
over 1,000 pages. Here’s a simplifi ed summary.

� e draft ordinance itself is a respectable piece 
of regulation. Adherence to it would signifi cantly 
reduce the environmental impacts from an individual 
cannabis farm through numerous mandatory 
conservation measures. � e draft ordinance, among 
other things:

• Requires stored water be used to grow plants, 
in most circumstances, and outlaws water trucks.

• Bans all light pollution from cultivation.
• Signifi cantly reduces generator use (banned for 

most operations) and noise.
• Mandates good soil conservation and 

treatment, which in turn will reduce pollution and 
increase soil carbon sequestration. 

In addition to built-in protections, the draft 
EIR identifi ed additional mitigation measures that 
must be adhered to in order to reduce and mitigate 
potentially signifi cant environmental impacts. � ese 
additional mitigation measures signifi cantly “up” the 
level of protection aff orded by the county’s cannabis 
program. (For example, the draft EIR mandates 
surveys for rare and sensitive species and protections 
for their habitat.)

In sum, a cannabis farm that adheres to this 
ordinance is highly unlikely to cause a signifi cant 
environmental eff ect, and, in fact, would cause 
less impacts than virtually any other kind of farm, 
as no other farms are regulated so tightly. � is is 
a good thing.

The problem is that Humboldt County still 
struggles with illegal and unpermitted grows. � e 
destruction in the hills will not be solved by this 
ordinance because so much of the damage is coming 
from black market grow operations—those that 
have refused to participate in any of the nascent 
attempts at regulation. Humboldt will continue to 
suff er environmental harm until there is suffi  cient 
enforcement against those who violate the law. 

EPIC, the NEC, and others question whether 
the county should permit additional new cannabis 
farms when it is already struggling to enforce 
existing regulation.

New Cannabis 
Ordinance: 

Good on Paper!

Scott Greacen
Friends of the Eel River

Every 30 to 50 years, hydropower projects get 
relicensed. Everyone knows that hydroelectric power 
is clean power, dams are good for rivers and fi sh, and 
even old dams never suff er any serious failures. So 
we should keep them all! Right?

Wrong. � e Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC), infamous for its disdain for 
the environmental impacts of the dams it licenses, 
subscribes to the above statements. At Friends of 
the Eel River (FOER), we have always known that we 
couldn’t look to FERC to change the status quo on 
the Eel River. Still, the depth of FERC’s indiff erence 
to its job as a regulatory agency is astonishing. 

� is past April, the Pacifi c Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) fi led initial paperwork to begin 
relicensing the two Eel River dams and diversion 
works known as the Potter Valley Project. When 
FERC issued its scoping document —which identifi es 
key issues and outlines the process for making a 
relicensing determination—the only path forward 
presented was the unsustainable and illegal status 
quo: dam and diversion operations likely to lead to 
the extinction of Eel River steelhead during the next 
license period. 

We should be clear here: dam removal, by itself, 
probably isn’t enough to secure the habitat Eel River 
salmon and steelhead need to survive and begin to 
recover their populations. Dam removal is, however, 

an essential fi rst step, and one that we can and must 
take now. More than 250 stream miles of high-quality 
steelhead habitat are locked behind the impassible 
Scott Dam. Meanwhile, the 12-mile stretch below 
Scott Dam and above Cape Horn Dam operates 
as an ecological trap, with cold-water fl ows from 
the upper dam encouraging salmon and steelhead 
to spawn, but not to migrate downriver in time to 
survive. Instead, juvenile salmon and steelhead feed 
invasive pikeminnow.

We were a bit shocked that FERC refused 
to even consider any alternatives, especially 
decommissioning. Over the summer, we 
asked members of the public to request that 
decommissioning be included as an alternative in 
comments to FERC. 

A lot of people claim to be working for the 
recovery of the Eel River these days. We actually do 
it. Friends of the Eel River put together extensive, 
detailed comments on FERC’s scoping document 
with the help of key fi sheries groups like CalTrout, 
Trout Unlimited, California Sportfi shing Alliance, 
the Pacifi c Coast Federation of Fishermens’ 
Associations (PCFFA), and the Native Fish Society. 
� e Round Valley Tribes and Wiyot Tribe, who have 
claims of still greater legal weight than those we can 
bring on behalf of Eel River fi sheries, have stepped 
up and delivered substantive comments as well. 

As bad as the FERC process has been so far, it’s 
about to get worse. By mid-September, we’ll see a revised 
scoping document... Continued on page 19

Hiking in the Yolla Bolly–Middle Eel Wilderness. Photo: Scott LaMorte. 

Congressman Huff man shares a draft vision for protecting and 
restoring threatened wild lands and streams on federal public lands 

in northwestern California. 

New Draft Wilderness Proposal

Ryan Hansen
California Wilderness Coalition

� e NEC and other conservation groups 
have spent decades fi ghting to restore and defend 
northwestern California’s federal public lands against 
powerful industries seeking to log the forests, mine 
the earth, and fi ll in what remained with paved roads.

� e latest chapter in this historic struggle is 
a happy one: Congressman Jared Huff man has 
released draft legislation known as the Northern 
California Conservation and Recreation Act that 
would establish a massive Special Restoration Area 
and protect threatened wild lands and streams 
on federal public lands in Del Norte, Humboldt, 
Mendocino, and Trinity counties. Congressman 
Huff man has posted a copy of this legislation on his 
website for public review at www.huff man.house.
gov/rep-huff mans-legislation-to-protect-the-north-
coast-s-spectacular-wild-places-and-rivers-0. 
Among other provisions, the draft legislation would:

• Establish an 800,000-acre South Fork Trinity-
Mad River Special Restoration Area in the South 
Fork Trinity River watershed and the Forest Service 
portion of the Mad River watershed in southern 
Trinity and eastern Humboldt counties. Within 

this area, the ecological health of previously 
logged forests will be improved and the danger of 
unnaturally severe fi res will be reduced through a 
careful program of individual tree-cutting, especially 
along roads. Proceeds from the sale of the trees will 
be returned to fund additional restoration in the 
Special Restoration Area, including steps to improve 
habitat for endangered salmon and steelhead trout.

• Protect over 326,000 acres of federal public lands 
as wilderness by expanding nine existing wilderness 
areas and establishing 10 new ones. Wilderness is 
the strongest protection available for certain areas 
of public land under federal law. While camping, 
hunting, fi shing, horseback riding, and other 
recreational activities can continue in these areas, 
logging, mining, the construction of new roads, and 
other development is prohibited. � e following new 
wilderness areas will be protected by the legislation: 
Underwood, Bonanza King, Mad River Buttes, South 
Fork Trinity River, Chinquapin, Headwaters Forest, 
Pattison, Redwood Creek, Black Butte River and 
English Ridge. � e following existing wilderness 
areas will be expanded by the legislation: Siskiyou, 
Trinity Alps, Chanchelulla, Mount Lassic, Yolla 
Bolly-Middle Eel, South Fork Eel, Yuki, Sanhedrin, 
and North Fork Eel. 

Continued on page 19

Invest 
in the Future
Invest 
in the Future

or join our Monthly   
  Giving Program

For more information, 
call the NEC at 707-822-6918
or email nec@yournec.org
www.yournec.org/donate

For more information,
call the NEC at 707-822-6918
or email nec@yournec.org
www.yournec.org/donate

Become a Member, 
  Donate, Volunteer,



Oct/Nov 2017    EcoNewswww.yournec.org7

7

Nat Pennington
� e Karuk Tribe has lived along the Klamath 

River since time immemorial. And as long as the 
Tribe has lived along the Klamath, they have relied 
upon the spring-run of Chinook salmon, known 
as “springers.” Now, because of a history of dams, 
logging, and mining, the springers are in danger of 
extinction—and with their extinction, a piece of the 
Karuk Tribe will be lost too. Spring Chinook are a 
fundamental part of Karuk culture and tradition. � e 
return of spring Chinook initiated the beginning of 
the fi rst salmon ceremony followed by a new season 
of harvest and processing of salmon. To stave off  this 
threat, the Karuk Tribe has petitioned the National 
Marine Fisheries Service to list the Upper Klamath 
Basin Spring-Run Chinook as threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).

� e Environmental Protection Information 
Center (EPIC) previously petitioned to list the 
springers, but their petition was denied because the 
National Marine Fisheries Service said that there 
was not enough genetic evidence that the spring-
run Chinook were any diff erent from their relatively 
more abundant fall-run brethren. 

Recent scientifi c evidence shows that the two 
diff erent runs are markedly diff erent—something 
that the Tribe had known and argued all along. A 
study produced by researchers from UC Davis and 
published in the journal Science Advances looked at 
the genetics of spring and fall-run Chinook salmon 
in the Klamath. � e study found that a genetic 
diff erence between spring and fall Chinook in a 
gene called Greb1L plays an important role in fat 
metabolism. 

Leaked Document Confirms 
Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument 

on Chopping Block
Ryan Hansen

California Wilderness Coalition

A leaked document shared by the Wall Street 
Journal confi rms that Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke is seeking to reduce the size of six national 
monuments, including the Cascade-Siskiyou 
National Monument that straddles the Oregon-
California border. 

Secretary Zinke’s recommendations were 
made in response to President Trump’s April 2017 
Executive Order, instructing Zinke to “review” 27 
national monuments, about half of the national 
monuments that have been designated since 1994. 
� ese public lands were designated as national 
monuments under the 1906 Antiquities Act, which 
gives presidents the authority to designate federal 
public lands as national monuments to protect 
important natural and cultural features and values. 

� e Trump Administration put seven California 
national monuments under review: Berryessa-Snow 
Mountain, Carrizo Plain, Giant Sequoia, Mojave 
Trails, Sand to Snow, San Gabriel Mountains, 
and Cascade-Siskiyou. While conservationists are 

cautiously optimistic that the leaked document 
means that all but Cascade-Siskiyou are spared 
in California, nothing is certain with the Trump 
administration. � e other national monuments 
threatened according to the leaked document from 
the Wall Street Journal include:

• Bears Ear National Monument in Utah
• Gold Butte National Monument in Nevada
• Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
in Utah
• Katahdin Woods and Waters National 
Monument in Maine
• Northeast Canyons and Seamounts National 
Monument in the Atlantic Ocean
• Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument in New Mexico
• Pacifi c Remote Islands Marine National 
Monument in the Pacifi c Ocean west of Hawaii
• Rio Grande Del Norte National Monument in 
New Mexico
• Rose Atoll Marine National Monument in the 
Pacifi c Ocean

In California, regions where diff erent mountain 
ranges come together tend to have a great diversity 
of plant and wildlife species. � ese places also 
serve as critical wildlife migration paths. One such 
ecological hot spot is just east of Interstate 5 in 
extreme Northern California and Southern Oregon 
where the Siskiyou Mountains, Cascade Range and 
Modoc Plateau come together. In 2000, President Bill 
Clinton established the Cascade Siskiyou National 
Monument (CSNM) to protect some of the public 
lands in this unique region. As a result, the CSNM 
became the fi rst monument set aside in the US solely 
for the preservation of biological diversity. In 2016, 
President Obama doubled the size of the CSNM, 
including several thousand acres in California just 
north of the Klamath River. 

Conservationists will continue to fi ght to protect 
the CSNM and the other threatened terrestrial and 
marine monuments from the Trump administration 
and its allies in Congress.

Continued on page 9
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areas has never before been a partisan issue. In the past 
decade, Presidents Barack Obama and George W. Bush 
declared several ocean areas protected due to their 
signifi cant and unique historical, cultural, scientifi c, 
ecological, economical, and recreational signifi cance.

Former Congresswoman Lynn Woosley 
explained the long process it took to establish marine 
sanctuaries throughout her 20-year congressional 
career.  She fi nished her heart-felt speech at the 
forum stating, “Now, President Trump is threatening 
our work after a 45-day review, and I am telling you, 
we will not let that happen.” 

“By not allowing oil and gas drilling within their 
boundaries, our marine sanctuaries have retained 
and enhanced economic opportunity for commercial 
fi shermen to the tune of billions of dollars,” stated 
Oppenheim. 

Senator Mike McGuire highlighted the thriving 
coastal economy, stating “� e California coast is a 
world wonder—150 billion visitors from across the 
globe visit the coast every year. Our coastal economy 
is one of our largest economic drivers, it’s worth $44 
billion per year.” He closed his with “Make no mistake, 
California will fi ght from the halls of congress, to 
the halls of our state capitol, into the courtroom, to 
block any shortsighted proposal to sell off  our shore 
to the highest bidder.” 

Congresswoman Pelosi called marine sanctuaries 
“irreplaceable treasures,” and urged people call their 
representatives and voice their support, especially 
those living in districts represented by Republicans.

At the local level, Mendocino, Sonoma, Marin, 
and Humboldt Counties have all adopted resolutions 
supporting current national marine sanctuary 
designations and opposing any weakening of 
protections. As the Humboldt County resolution 
notes, Humboldt County “has long supported the 
protection of vital....coastal resources, tourism, fi shing 
and mariculture cultivation industries, and stands with 
other coastal counties in their eff orts to protect these 
very pristine coastal waters.”

Delia Bense-Kang
NEC MPA Coordinator

On Wednesday, August 23, Congressman Jared 
Huff man convened a Congressional Forum on Federal 
Ocean Protections, in response to Trump’s attempt 
to undo existing protections on marine sanctuaries 
and monuments and open up California’s off shore 
waters to new oil drilling. “� ere should have been 
congressional hearings and extensive public comment 
on his attempt to reverse public protections for these 
special places. Unfortunately there was none,” stated 
Huff man in his opening remarks during the forum. 
“We are taking matters into our own hands today, so 
the people can be heard,” he said. 

� e forum featured an esteemed panel of 
lawmakers, scientists, and business leaders, including 
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi, Congresswoman 
Jackie Speier, former Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey, 
Sen. Mike McGuire, Patagonia Social Ambassador 
Scott Briscoe, Oceana’s California campaign director 
Geoff  Shester, Marine Mammal Center senior 
scientist Frances Gulland, Pacifi c Coast Federation 
of Fishermen’s Association executive director Noah 
Oppenhein and Aquarium of the Bay coast and 
ocean program director Brian Baird.  Despite it being 
midmorning and a weekday, several hundred members 
of the public fi lled the room to show support. 

Back in April, the Trump Administration released 
Executive Order 13795, a review of all designations 
and expansions of National Marine Sanctuaries and 
Marine National Monuments since 2007. � e move 
was part of the Trump administration’s “America-
First Off shore Energy Strategy.” � e notice did not 
come as a surprise, but it detailed for the fi rst time 
which ocean areas would be aff ected and triggered 
immediate pushback.  Among areas at risk are four 
treasured areas off  the California coast: � e Channel 
Islands, Monterey Bay, Cordell Bank, and Greater 
Farallones National Marine Sanctuaries. 

� is is the fi rst time a president has ever called 
for the rollback of protected areas. Protecting these 

The Congressional Forum on Federal Ocean Protections featured an esteemed panel of lawmakers, scientists, and business leaders. 
Photo: Delia Bense-Kang. 

Continued on page 20

Forum on Ocean Protection Vows to 
Fight Proposed Rollbacks

Press Release
Sierra Club

� e California Assembly adjourned on 
September 16 without taking up for a vote Senate 
Bill 100, a bill designed to get California to 100 
percent clean energy by 2045. SB 100 would have 
accelerated the state’s existing goals for transitioning 
to renewable energy and would have set a 2045 goal 
for all retail electricity in the state to be created 
without greenhouse gas pollution.

 � e Assembly Energy and Utilities Chair, Chris 
Holden, said on � ursday that the bill did not have 
enough votes to get out of his committee—necessary 
before being considered for a vote on the Assembly 
fl oor. Holden committed to continuing to work with 
the author on the bill to resolve issues raised by a 
labor lobbyist who helped block the bill.  

 Environmental, labor, justice and educational 
organizations across the states had long advocated 
for California to set a goal of moving to 100 percent 
clean energy, building on the state’s existing clean 
energy and climate leadership. Roughly 50 elected 
offi  cials, dozens of businesses, and thousands of 
local California constituents supported and actively 
advocated for California to become the largest global 
economy to move to 100 percent clean energy. � e 
Sierra Club alone counted more than 15,000 instances 
of  direct outreach to Assembly members from the 
public through calls, social media, petitions and 
other engagement methods. Meanwhile, a variety of 
recently released reports  demonstrated that setting 
strong clean energy commitments is already creating 
jobs in California communities and that the clean 
energy sector is attracting more diverse workers 
when compared with other energy sectors.

 While supporters of the bill were disappointed, 
communities and advocates across California 
are more committed than ever to seeing a strong 
commitment to 100 percent clean energy approved 
during next year’s legislative session.

California Assembly 
Fails To Pass 100% 
Clean Energy Bill



Oct/Nov 2017    EcoNewswww.yournec.org9

9

Nancy Stevens
Vice-President, Same Old People (North Country Fair)

� e 44th Annual North Country Fair had 
another successful event on September 16 & 17 on 
the Arcata Plaza.  � e Board of Directors (aka � e 
Same Old People) have always strived to make the 
North Country Fair a landmark sustainable event in 
Humboldt County and beyond. In 2011, the North 
Country Fair signed a Zero Waste Pledge to make 
signifi cant steps for the Fair to become a Zero 
Waste event.  � e Fair partnered with Zero Waste 
Humboldt and started to make strides with both the 
vendors and the attendees towards an increasingly 
sustainable event.

� is year was no exception. Many thanks go 
to the eight food booths who all complied with the 
strict zero waste requirements. � is is the second 
year that we’ve partnered with � e Local Worm Guy 
(www.LocalWormGuy.com), but this year Lloyd and 
Stacey were on site to help us sort materials in the 
most effi  cient manner for worms to digest. We feel 
incredibly fortunate for this partnership and thankful 
for the ability for our compost to be taken locally.  

We also noticed an increase of folks who 
brought their own cup for beer and water this year!  
� ank you! Just the simple eff ort of bringing your 
own makes a big diff erence! We hope that this trend 
will continue to grow. Weight totals are not yet in 
but the trend is clear—we’re seeing more compost 
and less landfi ll!

If you were at the fair, you likely saw our team of 
amazing volunteers in bright yellow vests standing at 
each of the corners or navigating the crowds pushing 
dollies of bags...

meant to be a refl ection of what their constituents 
want, then maybe the problem is that we, their 
constituents, aren’t as well-informed, politically 
engaged, and civil as we ought to be.

If you believe that Congress is prioritizing 
corporate interests over the public interest, the best 
remedy is to take action yourself. Make your voice 
heard if you don’t want a representative that takes 
money from corporations. � e Congresswoman  I 
worked for this summer..

Meredith Garrett
I was born and raised in Southern 

California. I moved to Humboldt more 
than four years ago to pursue a degree in 
environmental policy at Humboldt State 
University, where I will be graduating this 
fall. A few years ago, I was able to intern at 
the Northcoast Environmental Center doing 
legislative analysis. For years now, I have had 
big dreams of working on environmental 
policy in the hopes of making communities 
across the nation safer and more 
enjoyable places. 

� is summer, I had the honor of interning 
on Capitol Hill through the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute. I got a glance 
at the policy-making process from inside a 
congressional offi  ce, shadowing a staff er on 
environmental policy—something that very 
few people will ever get to do during their 
lifetime. I arrived in D.C. hoping to line up 
a job for myself on the Hill. However, after 
working there for a short two months, I 
realized that D.C. was not actually where I 
wanted to work.

Like many folks, I often fi nd myself 
frustrated with Congress. It either feels like 
they’re not getting anything done or they’re 
moving in the wrong direction. Congress 
was created to be the branch of government 
that most directly represents the people. 
However, polls show that Congress’s 
disapproval ratings average at about 72 percent. I 
thought a lot about this as I worked on the Hill and I 
now see this issue in a diff erent light.

My experience in D.C. confi rmed that Congress 
is broken in many ways. Two of the primary issues 
in Congress are that corporate interests are often 
prioritized over public interests, and that the current 
political arena is more polarized than ever. 

Members of Congress are only soundboards 
for their constituents. If Members of Congress are 

Meredith Garrett speaks wth the California  2nd District  Congressman  
Jared Huff man.  Photo courtesy of Meredith Garrett.
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Spring Chinook
Continued � om page  7

Trump/Zinke Seek 
to Open Public 

Lands to Extraction
Dan Sealy

Director’s Orders (DO‘s) are the National Park 
Service’s  law-based public policies that guide the actions 
and priorities of managing national park lands for future 
generations. DO 100 was written as a foundational 
statement of purpose.  � e title, DO 100, refers to 
the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service, 
and represented current and emerging challenges in 
managing parks in the Service’s second century.

DO 100 was initiated in the moderate conservative 
administration of George W. Bush and was based 
upon recommendations from the independent 
Science Committee of the National Park System 
Advisory Board in 2012. DO 100 identifi es climate 
change, biodiversity loss, invasive species, land use 
changes, and pollution as primary issues that require 
comprehensive, science-based management responses 
to ensure that the parks’ irreplaceable natural and 
cultural treasures are preserved “unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations.” 

On August 16, the Trump Administration 
simply rescinded the newly adopted DO 100 with no 
replacement and no new vision to replace it.

Meanwhile, a recently-leaked document 
from Interior Secretary Zinke  labeled  “Draft 
Deliberative—Not for Distribution” itemizes 
proposed  reductions in ten National Monuments, 
on land and at sea (See page 7 for more info). 

Zinke’s recommendations welcome logging, 
commercial activities, and new energy exploration 
on public lands, referring to extraction of resources 
such as grazing, logging, coal mining and commercial 
fi shing—which are restricted within most Monument 
boundaries—as “traditional uses.”

“No other administration has gone this far,” said 
Kristen Brengel, vice president of government aff airs 
for the National Parks Conservation Association.   
“� is law was intended to protect places from 
development, not promote damaging natural and 
cultural resources.”

Spring Chinook are able to put on about 30 
percent more body fat than fall Chinook. � is makes 
sense to Karuk Councilman Josh Saxon. “We can 
taste the diff erence. � ey enter the river full of body 
fat which is why they taste so good.” 

“We have known all along that fall Chinook and 
spring Chinook, or ishyaat, are a distinct species,” 
says Leaf Hillman, Director of the Karuk Natural 
Resources Department. “It’s about time western 
science catches up to traditional wisdom since that’s 
what is needed to make the policy changes necessary 
to save this part of our culture.”

Although the diff erence in DNA is small, the 
implications are large, explains Craig Tucker, Ph.D., 
Policy Advocate for the Karuk Tribe. “� e research 
shows that the diff erence between spring and fall-
run Chinook is a small change in a single gene. 
� is change has occurred only once in Chinook’s 
evolutionary history which means that if we lose 
spring Chinook, we can’t expect them to re-appear 
for millions of years.”

Springers are in obvious trouble. Every spring, 
volunteers survey the entire Salmon River and 
its tributaries in a single day to count returning 
springers. � ere was one problem this year: there 
were no fi sh to see. “We took fi lm crews to survey 
a reach that included the ‘Fish Bowl’ to document 
the dives and get some footage of springers,” said 
Amber Shelton, Conservation Advocate at EPIC. 
“But the springers weren’t there and the cameramen 
were unable to capture a single glimpse of them on 
fi lm.” Historically, hundreds of thousands of spring 
Chinook traveled through Karuk territory along the 
middle Klamath.

� e Karuk Tribe views ESA listing as a last 
resort. � ey are hopeful that the listing will help 
ensure that springers will still be around to help 
feed the Tribe for countless generations through 
additional protections aff orded by the ESA and 
the creation of a recovery plan. Help is on the way. 
� e Tribe is also anxiously waiting for 2020, when 
removal of four major dams on the Klamath River 
is set to begin.  (See more about spring Chinook in 
the Creature Feater, page 21.)

As Nation Reels 
from Disasters, 300+ 

Groups Endorse 
Sweeping Climate Bill

Jessica Corbett
Excerpt from article originally published online at 

CommonDreams.org

In the wake of massive storms that scientists 
agree were made much worse by global warming, 
more than 300 national, state, and local 
groups have endorsed the OFF Act, proposed 
legislation that’s been called “the strongest 
climate bill ever.”

� e Off  Fossil Fuels for a Better Future Act, 
or OFF Act, was introduced in September by Rep. 
Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI), who said the proposal “paves 
the way for the United States to replace fossil fuels 
with 100 percent clean energy generation and 
use by 2035.”

� e coalition backing the legislation sent a joint 
letter to lawmakers explaining why the bill is more 
necessary than ever. “We are in a climate emergency. 
� e threat of climate chaos from global warming 
is real, and the evidence continues to mount,” the 
groups stated. “� e OFF Act will stop fossil fuel 
projects, create tens of thousands of new jobs while 
transforming our energy economy, begin to address 
environmental injustices, and put us on the path 
towards the national mobilization necessary to 
address the climate crisis.”

� e bill calls for a moratorium on new fossil 
fuel projects; ends fossil fuel subsidies and directs 
those funds instead to the clean energy transition; 
funds weatherization for low-income communities; 
extends tax credits for wind and solar; bans crude oil 
and LNG exports; and supports workers impacted 
by the transition to cleaner energy.

� e bill’s co-sponsors include Democratic Reps. 
Jamie Raskin (MD), Barbara Lee (CA), Nanette 
Barragán (CA), Ted Lieu (CA), Jan Schakowsky (IL), 
and Keith Ellison (MN).
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fall. A few years ago, I was able to intern at 
the Northcoast Environmental Center doing 
legislative analysis. For years now, I have had 
big dreams of working on environmental 
policy in the hopes of making communities 
across the nation safer and more 
enjoyable places. 

� is summer, I had the honor of interning 
on Capitol Hill through the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute. I got a glance 
at the policy-making process from inside a 
congressional offi  ce, shadowing a staff er on 
environmental policy—something that very 
few people will ever get to do during their 
lifetime. I arrived in D.C. hoping to line up 
a job for myself on the Hill. However, after 
working there for a short two months, I 
realized that D.C. was not actually where I 
wanted to work.

Like many folks, I often fi nd myself 
frustrated with Congress. It either feels like 
they’re not getting anything done or they’re 
moving in the wrong direction. Congress 
was created to be the branch of government 
that most directly represents the people. 
However, polls show that Congress’s 
disapproval ratings average at about 72 percent. I 
thought a lot about this as I worked on the Hill and I 
now see this issue in a diff erent light.
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in Congress are that corporate interests are often 
prioritized over public interests, and that the current 
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Members of Congress are only soundboards 
for their constituents. If Members of Congress are 

Meredith Garrett speaks wth the California  2nd District  Congressman  
Jared Huff man.  Photo courtesy of Meredith Garrett.
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The Hambro THP Sitka spruce forest with marina in the foreground. Photo courtesy 
of Friends of Del Norte. 

Unique Crescent City Sitka Grove 
Threatened by Logging

Eileen Cooper
Friends of Del Norte

A proposed Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP) in Del Norte County 
threatens to devalue—if not 
destroy—a sensitive and unique 
grove of coastal Sitka spruce 
that graces the scenic gateway at 
Crescent City’s expansive South 
Beach and Harbor. � e THP 1-17-
034-DEL “Hambro” proposes 
to harvest and substantially 
degrade the ecological value of 44 
acres of a mature unique coastal 
grove of Sitka spruce that has 
been designated as a special and 
unique area by the California 
Coastal Commission. � is Coastal 
Special Treatment Area, or STA, calls for special 
management considerations to conserve the scenic 
beauty and unique biological values of the grove.

� e Hambro THP Sitka spruce stand is 120 
years old, with very large trees—including some 
structurally-complex trees. Based on standardized 
forest classifi cation methods, the Hambro THP 
stand represents a near-climax successional stage, 
and meets the Forest Practice Rules criteria for 
designation as a Late Successional Forest. 

� e tree roots of Sitka spruce are very shallow and 
are interconnected for strength. � is, combined with 
the low elevation wetland habitat, makes this stand 
particularly vulnerable to windthrow. According to 
California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), harvest would 
reduce the canopy to below a level that sustains 
the continuance of the forest. CDFW states it 
“appears unlikely that the stand would remain a Late 
Successional Forest Stand following the fi rst winter 
storms post-harvest.”

� e Hambro THP is integral to an adjacent 
State-administered wildlife area. � is rare Buckbean 
marsh known as “Crescent City Marsh” is found 
nowhere else on the coast. Twelve rare plants, 
including endangered western lilies, grow there. Bald 

eagles and osprey frequent the grove. � e streams 
are home to endangered salmonids, tidewater goby, 
and numerous frogs. Because of these outstanding 
biological values, California resource agencies 
support acquisition of this grove. Hambro Forest 
Products is liquidating their assets, and wants cash 
now, as they are no longer in the timber business. 
Time is of the essence, and the resource agencies 
need to act now.   

� ere are also important economic and safety 
issues at stake for Del Norte County. � e tall trees act 
as a wind break for outstanding surfi ng and enjoyable 
recreation, and they protect critical infrastructure 
such as the Del Norte Solid Waste Transfer Station—as 
well as surrounding homes—from a direct hit during 
the impending predicted big Cascadia Tsunami. We 
must save these titans from the ax. � ey are more 
valuable to the County standing. 

Please send a comment to support acquisition 
and oppose Timber Harvest Plan 1-17-034-DEL 
by e-mail to santarosapubliccomment@fi re.ca.gov.  
EPIC is working cooperatively with Friends of Del 
Norte County to raise public awareness and interest 
in protecting this unique coastal Sitka Spruce stand, 
at risk from logging degradation.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
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Have you heard about the NEC’s newest program? 
Adopt-A-Block is a great way to get involved with 

your local community and help keep our streets and 
watersheds free of pollution. Look for this sticker 

around town to identify participating businesses or 
individuals. Check out the NEC’s website for more 

details on how to get involved with Adopt-A-Block!
www.yournec.org/adoptablock

...of materials headed for fi nal sorting into 
compost, recyclables, or landfi ll. Many thanks to all 
of the volunteers who were part of our team—we had 
a great group this year!  It really takes a large number 
of volunteers to work at each of the stations that are 
set out around the plaza to presort materials as they 
are disposed of.  If you, your family, and/or your 
business want to work with us in the future, please 
email NCFZeroWasteCrew@gmail.com.  We’d love 
to have you!  

Other special thanks goes to Emma Held, who 
coordinated this year’s Zero Waste eff ort, � e Worm 
Guy and his worms for breaking down our compost 
into soil, Statewide Barricade for the bike racks, 
Pacifi c Outfi tters for creating space for bike parking, 
and Arcata Mainstreet and Zero Waste Humboldt 
for the use of materials. See you next year!

Some of the 2017 North Country Fair Zero Waste Crew. 

Rob DiPerna
In the waning months of the Campaign to Save 

Headwaters Forest, prior to the consummation of 
the March 1, 1999 Headwaters Forest Agreement—
known among environmental activists of the time 
as “� e Deal”—tensions between Pacifi c Lumber 
Company (PALCO) loggers, private security, and 
Earth First! forest defenders using their bodies to slow 
the logging of the old-growth redwoods were on a 
knife’s edge. Over a decade of tension and confl ict—
punctuated by events like the Owl Creek Massacre; 
the massive non-violent civil disobedience actions 
of September 1995, 1996, and 1997; and the violent 
use of Q-tips swabbed with pepper-spray in the eyes 
of immobilized Earth First! protesters by Humboldt 
County Sheriff s Offi  ce—had created a powder-keg 
waiting only for a spark to ignite and fully explode.

� at spark was eventually generated by a face-
to-face confl ict between timber fallers and Earth 
First! forest defenders. On September 17, 1998, 
David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain was killed when 
irate Pacifi c Lumber Company timber faller, A.E. 
Ammons, cut and felled a tree directly at a group 
of Earth First! forest defenders on a logging site 
above Grizzly Creek, adjacent to Grizzly Creek 
Redwoods State Park. 

Although video tape footage recorded by 
Earth First! forest defenders clearly showed the 
angry A.E. Ammons verbally threatening to kill the 
forest defenders, then-Humboldt County District 
Attorney, Terry Farmer, refused to bring charges 
against the Pacifi c Lumber Company timber faller, 
threatening to fi le manslaughter charges against the 
forest defenders instead. 

Soon after Gypsy’s death, it was revealed that 
the California Department of Forestry & Fire 
Protection had charged Pacifi c Lumber with at least 
250 violations of the California Forest Practice Act 
between 1995 and 1997. � ese violations continued 
to accumulate in 1998, and in November of that year, 
Pacifi c Lumber became the fi rst company ever to lose 
its logging license in California. Within less than six 
months, the Headwaters Forest Agreement between 
Charles Hurwitz’s MAXXAM Corporation and its 
subsidiary Pacifi c Lumber Company, and the State 
and Federal governments was signed, sealed, and 
delivered, transferring what is now the 7,500-acre 
Headwaters Forest Reserve into public ownership for 
the price tag of $480 million. 

To the surprise of no one, the MAXXAM 
Corporation eventually ran Pacifi c Lumber into 
the ground, and by 2008, PALCO had fi led for 
bankruptcy, marking the close of nearly two decades 
of protests and confl ict between environmentalists 
and the company. 

Kin to the Earth:  David Nathan "Gypsy" Chain

Gypsy, only 24 years old, had found his way to 
the California redwoods all the way from Texas, and 
like so many of us, was captivated by the majesty of 
the redwood forest but heartbroken by its ongoing 
destruction. � e hillsides above Grizzly Creek where 
Gypsy was killed were an important connectivity 
corridor and buff er between Grizzly Creek Redwoods 
State Park, and old-growth redwood on then-Pacifi c 
Lumber Company property that has since been 
acquired by the State and added to the park. Like 
so many of the places at risk in the MAXXAM-
era old-growth liquidation logging days at Pacifi c 
Lumber, Grizzly Creek was a lesser-known and out-
of-the-way place that remained on the chopping 
block until an option for purchase was included in 
the Headwaters Forest Agreement by the California 
State Legislature at the eleventh hour. 

September 17, 2017, commemorated the 19-
year anniversary of Gypsy’s death. March 1, 2017, 
marked the 18-year anniversary of the creation of 

David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain,  traversing platforms in a redwood treesit.  Photo: Earth First! Media Center. 

the Headwaters Forest Reserve. On September 17, 
EPIC sponsored and led a hike into what is now the 
Headwaters Forest Reserve on the Salmon Pass Trail, 
accessed via the Newburg Gate in Fortuna, once the 
site of massive demonstrations against the destruction 
of Headwaters, in honor of the memory of David 
Nathan “Gypsy” Chain. Seventeen local citizens joined 
the three-mile loop hike, which includes a traverse 
through a patch of remaining old-growth redwood 
now spared from the destructive MAXXAM-era 
Pacifi c Lumber Company chainsaws, but many of 
which still bear the scar of the blue-paint-stripe mark 
that signifi ed the loggers’ intent to cut. 

� anks to David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain and the 
thousands of others who came to northern California 
from all over the country and the world to protest 
the destruction of the last remaining old-growth 
redwoods on private lands, there today stands a 
Headwaters Forest Reserve, inside which stand many 
trees that would have otherwise surely fallen. 

Remembering

Invest in the Future
Join the NEC’s Monthly 
Giving Program
For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918
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Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
These are our famous, rain-or-shine, docent-led �ield trips 
at the Marsh. Bring your binocular(s) and have a great 
morning birding! Meet in the parking lot at the end of 
South I Street (Klopp Lake) in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips 
end around 11 a.m. October 7: Larry Karsteadt; October 
14: Cédric Duhalde; October 21: Cindy Moyer; October 28: 
Alexa DeJoannis. 

For some of our more far reaching trips we would 
like to suggest donating gas money to drivers on �ield 
trips. A good rule of thumb is $5 per ½ hour drive 
time to �ield trip destination.

Sunday, October 8: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. This is a wonderful, 2- to 3-hour trip for people 
wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt Bay area. It 
takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on enjoying the 
birds! Beginners are more than welcome. Meet at the 
Refuge Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Call Jude Power (707-822-
3613) for more information.

Saturday, October 14: Willow Creek Birdwalk. Meet 
at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting 
at 9 a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our 

destination; carpooling available. This month we 
will be traveling to the coast in celebration of 
migration! Contact Melissa to join us on the coast. We 
will be birding Humboldt Bay in search of shore and 
pelagic birds; local experts will help co-lead the walk. 
All ages, abilities, and interest levels welcome! For 
more information, please contact Melissa Dougherty 
at 530-859-1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@
gmail.com.

Saturday, October 14: Southern Humboldt 
Community Park. All ages and experience levels are 
encouraged to participate on this easy, 2- to 3-hour walk. 
Binoculars are not provided (but often shared!). Water 
and a hat with a brim are recommended. We will 
park for our walk at the main entrance (near the 
playground) on Sprowl Creek Road at 9 a.m. If you 
arrive late, we will be heading west past the farmhouse, 
after possibly checking out the river �irst. No dogs, 
please. For more information please call 707-943-9786. 
David Fix will lead.

Sunday, October 15: Eureka Waterfront. Meet at 9 
a.m. at the foot of W. Del Norte St., where we will scope 
for birds o�  the public dock until everyone assembles. 

We will then drive to the base of the Hikshari’ Trail at 
Truesdale Street and bird along the trail to the Elk River 
Wildlife Sanctuary. Leader: Ralph Bucher (707-499-1247;  
thebook@reninet.com).

Sunday, October 29: College of the Redwoods. The 
College campus offers a variety of habitats: shrub 
hedges, �ields, forests, marsh, and pond. We are likely to 
see and hear migrating songbirds, soaring hawks, and 
wetlands-loving birds. Meet at 9 a.m. at the �lagpole in 
front of Administration. Parking is free on weekends! 
Led by Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Saturday, November 4: Coastal Lagoon Trail, Lake 
Earl Wildlife Area. Ken Burton will lead a walk through 
�ields and forest to the lagoon for a variety of raptors, 
songbirds, and waterfowl. Time permitting, we will visit 
other nearby sites along Lake Earl’s eastern shore. Meet 
at the trailhead, on Lake Earl Dr. just north of Audree Ln., 
at 9 a.m. for this half-day, rain-or-shine outing.

Annual Banquet
Saturday, February 28TH

The programs start at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., Arcata. 

Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and please come fragrance-free.

[continued next page]
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The California Naturalist program was created by the 
University of California to promote environmental 
stewardship, volunteerism, citizen science, and science 
education.  It is offered at partnering institutions across 
the state but most are private or non-profi t organizations; 
few are colleges.  This is ironic: most biologists will attest 
to the fundamental role of natural history in biological 
research, yet rarely do colleges offer a natural history 
course. College of the Redwoods has offered a course 
in California Natural History for decades and is in its 
second year of offering California Naturalist certifi cation 
in association with the course.  The talk will examine 
the state of natural history education today, what the 
California Naturalist program looks like at College of the 
Redwoods and will highlight specifi c examples of student 
capstone projects for the course.  Karen Reiss, Professor 
of Biology at the College of the Redwoods, will present.

Teaching Natural History Today: 
THE CALIFORNIA NATURALIST PROGRAM

AT COLLEGE OF THE REDWOODSNew Zealander photographers and tour guides Detlef 
and Carol Davies will present a fantastic talk featuring 
the colorful birds of a relatively little-known part of Peru. 
They will describe the unusual diversity to be found 
along the ‘Birding Route’ which spans all the different 
habitats from the Amazon’s tributaries in the east to the 

coastal marshes and 
dry mountain scrub in 
the west, and travels 
along the mighty 
Andes Mountain 
Range at over 11,000 
feet. The talk will 
include photos of 
many unique regional 
species found along 
the route.

The North Peru
Birding Route

Marvellous SpatuletailYellow-scarfed Tanager
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Thinking of Joining the 
National Audubon Society?

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in your 
membership on this form, rather than replying to solicita-
tions from National Audubon, $20 is sent directly to RRAS. 
This is how NAS rewards local chapters for recruiting
national members. (Otherwise, the RRAS dues share per 
new member is only a couple of dollars.) Thank you.

Chapter Membership Application
Yes, I’d like to join.
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed. (Introductory offer)
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________________________________
STATE_________ZIP_________________________________
email _____________________________________________
Local Chapter Code:  C24   
Please make checks to the National Audubon Society.

Send this application and your check to:
 National Audubon Society
 P.O. Box 422250
 Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

           ----------LOCAL CHAPTER----------      
REdWOOD REGION AUDUBON SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1054, EUREKA, CA 95502

By Hal Genger President’s Column
Fall is upon us and the fall bird migration in in full swing! 
I hope everyone is able to get out, view nature, and prac-
tice identifying birds in their winter plumage. Now is the 
time to prepare for the Christmas Bird Counts. 
 We are in the process of developing the ballot for 
the 2018 RRAS Board elections. Upcoming positions will 
be the President, Vice President, Secretary, and a director 
or two. Let me (or any board member) know if you are 
interested in any of these positions. Your service would be 
greatly appreciated.  
 Conservation issues are ongoing. Drop by the 
monthly conservation committee meeting to learn about 

unregulated marijuana grows, regulation of the aquaculture 
industry, bird-friendly areas, and more. Please contact Jim 
Clark, or better yet, attend our Conservation Committee 
meetings held the second Thursday of the month at noon 
at Rita’s  Margaritas and Mexican Grill, 1111 Fifth Street 
in Eureka. Tell us how much time you can commit (one 
hour per month or more) and what you would like to be 
involved with. Your service, large or small, is needed.

What is Citizen Science and how can you participate? A 
good way to learn is by example and that’s why we are 
featuring a few local projects. To kick off the activities, 
join us on Friday, October 13, from 7 to 8 p.m. for an 
overview of the North Coast Chapter of the Seabird 
Protection Network’s Trinidad Seabird Citizen Science 
Project by Humboldt State University professor Dan 
Barton and BLM Arcata Field Office seasonal seabird 
biologist Shannon Murphy. They will share their citizen 
science monitoring effort for seabirds of the Trinidad 
California Coastal National Monument. Learn how this 
project contributes to North Coast seabird conservation, 
why that is important, and what you can do.

 On Saturday, October 14, from 1 to 4 p.m. a 
Citizen Science Fair will include informative displays, 
demonstrations, activities, and games for all ages and 
levels of interest. Learn about Project FeederWatch, eBird, 
and other phenology projects that incorporate citizen 
observations of plants and animals to generate long-term 
data sets used for scientific discovery and decision-making. 
Meet both days at the Richard J. Guadagno Headquarters 
and Visitor Center, 1020 Ranch Road in Loleta. 
 For more information, call 707-777-5406 
or visit www.fws.gov/refuge/humboldt_bay/ 

The RRAS greatly appreciates volunteers. In fact, we are 
an entirely volunteer-run organization!
   Please join us for our Annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Celebration on Friday, October 27, from 6 
to 8 p.m., at the Humboldt Area Foundation, Emmerson 
Room, 363 Indianola Road, Bayside. All of you who 
donated time to our chapter in the past year are cordially 

invited. RRAS will furnish a selection of hot dishes, 
salads, beverages, and desserts. Feel free to bring a food 
item or beverage to share! Keeping with the tradition 
and the upcoming holiday, you are welcome to wear a 
special hat or costume. Please RSVP with your choice 
of beverage and number in your party by October 23 to 
Denise at daseeger@gmail.com or 707-444-2399.

Thank You, Volunteers!

Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week 
at Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge’s 

Citizen Science Fair on October 13 & 14

Saturday, November 4: Bear River Ridge. Tour the 
open prairies and forest edges in search of Rough-legged 
Hawks, Golden Eagles, Horned Larks, and bluebirds. 
Dress in layers and expect to return between 1 and 2 
p.m. Meet across from the Fernbridge Market at 8:30 
a.m. Keith Slauson (707-845-7779) will lead. 

Saturday, November 11: Southern Humboldt 
Community Park. See October 14. Jay Sooter and Ann 
Constantino will lead. 

Sunday, November 12: Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge. See October 8.

Saturday, November 18: Willow Creek Birdwalk. Meet 
at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting 
at 9 a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our 
destination; carpooling available. This month is Bring-
a-Kid Birding Day. In an effort to encourage youth of 
all ages to get outside, we’ll be doing a kid-friendly walk 
this month. I have a limited number of kid binoculars 
to share. Come on out and help support our young 
birders in the making! Walks generally run 2-3 hours. 
All ages, abilities and interest levels welcome! For more 
information, please contact Melissa Dougherty at 530-
859-1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@gmail.com.

Sunday, November 26: College of the Redwoods. See 
October 29.

FIELD TRIPS (cont. from previous page)



Northern Rough-winged Swallow © Alexa DeJoannis

Some twenty or so bird-watchers turned out for Ken 
Burton’s walk along North Pebble Beach Road in Crescent 
City in September. The area’s magnifi cent rocky coastline 
provided a stunning backdrop for our walk as patchy 
clouds and fog allowed the landscape to sparkle and fade 
during the morning. 
 First, we scoped the Castle Rock area for seabirds, 
meanwhile enjoying a large colony of vocal sea lions and 
seals resting and feeding around the large, offshore rock. 
A Red-necked Grebe was seen here. Also of note, a pair 
of Peregrine Falcons perched atop Castle Rock’s highest 
peak, showing a clear difference in size between the sexes. 
Then we drove to Ninth Street and walked back to Castle 
Rock, stopping along the way. Craig Strong, the marine 
biologist who had given us a program on the previous 
evening about his ongoing at-sea surveys of Marbled 
Murrelets, pointed out a pair of those very birds several 
hundred meters offshore. They’re the smallest seabirds we 

saw; they hold their heads low against their bodies, like 
their bigger cousins, the murres.
 At a few locations, including a picnic table where 
they lingered suggestively nearby and a creek crossing 
the beach where they took turns bathing, we got some 
good looks at gulls. They were mostly Western Gulls 
(WEGU), with a few California and Glaucous-winged 
Gulls (GWGU). Since they were so obligingly patient, 
we got good looks at some slightly different gulls among 
them: Western/Glaucous-winged hybrids! The two species 
are of a similar size and have heavy-looking bills, but their 
colors differ. The hybrids wear a mantle intermediate in 
color between the dark gray of WEGU and the paler color 
of GWGU, and their wing-tips are similarly intermediate 
between black and gray. Also, their white heads are faintly 
streaked in brown. WEGU never get streaks. The two 
species breed together along the Pacifi c Coast somewhat 
north of California, Ken told us, and migratory individuals 

appear on our coast in small numbers.
 We got to see the three resident cormorants 
among the sea stacks and fl ying by. Juveniles still show 
pale necks, but the fabulous breeding bling of the adults 
had faded. An osprey perched alertly in one of the spruces 
clinging bravely to the bare basalt. Three whimbrels paced 
athletically along the beach before a leashed dog, picking 
up invertebrates in the high tide zone. Both crows and 
ravens frequented this zone where comfortable homes 
fronted narrow, sandy beaches and rock cliffs.
 On the landward side of our walk, we spotted 
a fl ock of Band-tailed Pigeons banking around houses. 
A few chickadees, woodpeckers, waxwings, warblers, 
and phoebes tootled among the scattered trees and dense 
shrubberies. One of these was a Say’s Phoebe, a somewhat 
notable sight along the coast, since they like drier country. 
As usual with tyrant fl ycatchers, it gave us good looks as it 
perched ostentatiously on a power line.
 After thanking Ken for the walk, I went to the Lake 
Earl Coastal Lagoon Trail in the afternoon and enjoyed 
a ramble in a small, open wood, edged by pastures and 
the marshy lakeshore. Chickadees, waxwings, kinglets, 
woodpeckers, jays, warblers, rails, ducks, hummingbirds, 
and raptors use the varied habitat. Ken’s next walk 
(November 4) will take place there, and from what I saw, 
it looks like some good birding.

Crescent City Field Trip Report
by Alexa DeJoannis



Ah! I spot what looks like a bunch of feathers sticking 
up from an indeterminate bundle in the ragged masses 
of wrack at the high-tide limit. I walk over and kneel 
beside it. Tiny creatures flee my approaching feet as I 
walk through the wave-tossed debris laid on the beach 
by the high tides. Depending on the beach and the day, I 
may see flies, pillbugs, and sand hoppers merrily feasting 
upon bullwhip kelp and leafy seaweeds, eelgrass, and the 
occasional dead bird. 
 I have to detangle the limp, scavenged body 
from persistent threads of eel grass so I can examine it 
closely. I brush off the feathers with an old toothbrush. 
It’s been on the beach for maybe a week, and though the 
skin is still pliable, most of the flesh has been efficiently 
removed by birds (there are V-shaped notches bitten out 
of the breastbone where ravens wrestled with the protein-
rich flight muscles) and invertebrates. It’s skin, bones, 
and very tough ligaments now. Most of the dead birds 
I find on the beach look like this: well preserved by the 
salt wind and sun. They don’t smell much, and the little 
scavengers have moved on to look for fresh plunder.
  Since I’m collecting scientific data for 
the Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team 
(COASST), a citizen science research program based at 
the University of Washington, I pull out some tools from 
my backpack to process this new find: a field guide to 
beached birds, a tape measure, a pair of calipers, and a 
clipboard. The carcass in hand has got two feet and two 
wings attached, but the head has been lost on its journey 
up the beach. Birds’ heads give some helpful field marks, 
so this will be a bit of a challenge. 
 I’ll look at the feet first. There’s a key in the 

book: it takes me through a series of questions about 
webbing, number and arrangement of toes, and other 
special features that will help me place this specimen 
within a group. These feet are small, with three webbed 
toes pointing forward, and a small toe, really just a toenail, 
pointing backwards. My book tells me that this carcass 
belonged to a Tubenose. I measure the length of the ankle 
bone with the calipers. It’s 58 mm (millimeters are a lot 
easier to use for these measurements than fractions of 
an inch), which is about the length of a wine cork. The 
biggest kind of Tubenoses, albatrosses, have ankle-bones 
as long as my palm, and the bones of the littlest, the 
storm-petrels, measure the length of  a fingertip. 
 Now that I know I’m looking at one of the 
seabirds that live out beyond the breakers, cruising over 
the waves in dynamic, soaring flight, I pull on the longest 
wing feathers to draw out the long, narrow span of the 
wings. They’re really pointy, with very long feathers 
towards the tips and many short feathers filling in the 

“forearm” and “upper arm” parts of the wing. My tape 
measure gives a longish wing-chord measurement of 31 
cm. The feathers are an indiscriminate sooty gray on the 
top and bright white beneath. I use the wing key in the book 
to determine that this bird was once an (aptly named) Sooty 
Shearwater. The wing and ankle measurements match, as 
do the foot and plumage descriptions. 
 Most of the finds are simple to identify, like the 
Common Murres that are indeed common off our coast. 

But there are also somewhat unusual finds, such as a 
Rhinoceros Auklet (I found one still bearing its “rhino 
horn”!), Storm-Petrels (notoriously sneaky birds in life), 
or even landbirds. I found a Northern Mockingbird on my 
beach in July, for example. I get an excellent sense of what 
birds are living locally from this engaging exercise. 
 I fill out the rest of the data on my data sheet about 
this find, like if I found petroleum oil or fishing gear on it, 
and if the feet have gone stiff. Later, after I’ve finished my 
monthly beach walk, I’ll transfer my data to the COASST 
website. My data, along with data collected by hundreds 
of volunteers along the West Coast, contribute to studies 
on seabird ecology. These studies help us all understand 
larger trends affecting our oceans. But for me, one of 
the most immediate benefits is that I get to learn about 
pelagic seabirds while enjoying a walk on the beach; I 
can get close to birds that are usually hard to observe and 
challenge myself to identify beached birds using clear, 
well-defined keys. Pretty good fun for a bird-lover and 
environmentalist!

Looking at Dead Birds for [Citizen] Science

Sometimes the birds at the beach are alive! Black oystercatchers 

by Alexa DeJoannis

A Pelagic Cormorant in winter plumage

One of the largest Tubenoses, a Black-footed 
Albatross, cruising over the waves 

A small Horned Grebe wing
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Fair Waste
Continued � om page  10

The Hambro THP Sitka spruce forest with marina in the foreground. Photo courtesy 
of Friends of Del Norte. 

Unique Crescent City Sitka Grove 
Threatened by Logging

Eileen Cooper
Friends of Del Norte

A proposed Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP) in Del Norte County 
threatens to devalue—if not 
destroy—a sensitive and unique 
grove of coastal Sitka spruce 
that graces the scenic gateway at 
Crescent City’s expansive South 
Beach and Harbor. � e THP 1-17-
034-DEL “Hambro” proposes 
to harvest and substantially 
degrade the ecological value of 44 
acres of a mature unique coastal 
grove of Sitka spruce that has 
been designated as a special and 
unique area by the California 
Coastal Commission. � is Coastal 
Special Treatment Area, or STA, calls for special 
management considerations to conserve the scenic 
beauty and unique biological values of the grove.

� e Hambro THP Sitka spruce stand is 120 
years old, with very large trees—including some 
structurally-complex trees. Based on standardized 
forest classifi cation methods, the Hambro THP 
stand represents a near-climax successional stage, 
and meets the Forest Practice Rules criteria for 
designation as a Late Successional Forest. 

� e tree roots of Sitka spruce are very shallow and 
are interconnected for strength. � is, combined with 
the low elevation wetland habitat, makes this stand 
particularly vulnerable to windthrow. According to 
California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), harvest would 
reduce the canopy to below a level that sustains 
the continuance of the forest. CDFW states it 
“appears unlikely that the stand would remain a Late 
Successional Forest Stand following the fi rst winter 
storms post-harvest.”

� e Hambro THP is integral to an adjacent 
State-administered wildlife area. � is rare Buckbean 
marsh known as “Crescent City Marsh” is found 
nowhere else on the coast. Twelve rare plants, 
including endangered western lilies, grow there. Bald 

eagles and osprey frequent the grove. � e streams 
are home to endangered salmonids, tidewater goby, 
and numerous frogs. Because of these outstanding 
biological values, California resource agencies 
support acquisition of this grove. Hambro Forest 
Products is liquidating their assets, and wants cash 
now, as they are no longer in the timber business. 
Time is of the essence, and the resource agencies 
need to act now.   

� ere are also important economic and safety 
issues at stake for Del Norte County. � e tall trees act 
as a wind break for outstanding surfi ng and enjoyable 
recreation, and they protect critical infrastructure 
such as the Del Norte Solid Waste Transfer Station—as 
well as surrounding homes—from a direct hit during 
the impending predicted big Cascadia Tsunami. We 
must save these titans from the ax. � ey are more 
valuable to the County standing. 

Please send a comment to support acquisition 
and oppose Timber Harvest Plan 1-17-034-DEL 
by e-mail to santarosapubliccomment@fi re.ca.gov.  
EPIC is working cooperatively with Friends of Del 
Norte County to raise public awareness and interest 
in protecting this unique coastal Sitka Spruce stand, 
at risk from logging degradation.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
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Have you heard about the NEC’s newest program? 
Adopt-A-Block is a great way to get involved with 

your local community and help keep our streets and 
watersheds free of pollution. Look for this sticker 

around town to identify participating businesses or 
individuals. Check out the NEC’s website for more 

details on how to get involved with Adopt-A-Block!
www.yournec.org/adoptablock

...of materials headed for fi nal sorting into 
compost, recyclables, or landfi ll. Many thanks to all 
of the volunteers who were part of our team—we had 
a great group this year!  It really takes a large number 
of volunteers to work at each of the stations that are 
set out around the plaza to presort materials as they 
are disposed of.  If you, your family, and/or your 
business want to work with us in the future, please 
email NCFZeroWasteCrew@gmail.com.  We’d love 
to have you!  

Other special thanks goes to Emma Held, who 
coordinated this year’s Zero Waste eff ort, � e Worm 
Guy and his worms for breaking down our compost 
into soil, Statewide Barricade for the bike racks, 
Pacifi c Outfi tters for creating space for bike parking, 
and Arcata Mainstreet and Zero Waste Humboldt 
for the use of materials. See you next year!

Some of the 2017 North Country Fair Zero Waste Crew. 
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public input, even though public lands 
and natural resources belong to all 
Americans—and important scientifi c 
knowledge may reside beyond local 
communities. Another method of 
streamlining actions is to limit or remove 
the ability of citizens or organizations 
to bring legal action when a proposal 
violates the law such as the Endangered 
Species Act.  

Examples of Congress and the Trump Administration 
to accomplish the Deregulation Agenda:

Forest Management
An important forest management policy 

dilemma is characterized by how far the government 
should go in thinning forests or in fi ghting fi res 
once they start, particularly in remote wilderness 
areas. Congress is  giving lots of attention to  the 
“Resilient Federal Forests Act” H.R. 2936.  Author, 
Bill Westerman (R-AR), says his bill is needed 
because: “It’s no secret that federal forest lands are in 
dire straits.”  

A popular section of the bill moves funding 
for large fi re suppression from the U.S. Forest 
Service budget to compete within an emergency 
account with hurricanes, earthquakes and other 
national disasters. 

Conservationists, however, are concerned with 
the bill’s “streamlining” components which may 
result in drastically increased timber production based 
upon politics vs. science. When the bill was passed 
by the House Natural Resources Committee and 
sent to the full House, Brad Brooks of the Wilderness 
Society wrote, “By voting to advance H.R. 2936 
today, Congress added America’s national forests 
to the chopping block—along with the wildlife 
refuges it’s trying to sell off , and the national 
monuments the Administration wants to review 
and dismantle.”

Air Pollution
� e House Energy and Commerce 

Subcommittee on Environment 
held a hearing on four bills aimed at 
“reducing regulatory burdens on small 
manufacturers and other job creators.” 
Climate change denier and EPA Director 
Pruitt endorsed  all four bills that would  
ease environmental  regulations  for a 
select, few  industries: H.R. 1917 “the 
BRICK Act,” H.R. 350  “Recognizing the 
Protection of Motorsports (RPM) Act,” 
H.R. 1119, the “Satisfying Energy Needs 
and Saving the Environment Act,” and 
H.R. 453, the “Relief From New Source 
Performance Standards Act.”

DC Buzzword: Deregulation
To understand Washington’s obsession with 

deregulation, it is helpful to look at why the 
regulations exist in the fi rst place. For decades, the 
public watched helplessly as beaches were closed 
when oil spills came to shore, as exhaust from 
vehicles made air unhealthy, as toxins made their way 
into our waterways and food, and as wildlife teetered 
toward extinction. As a result, in the 1960s and 
1970s, the public demanded that Congress address 
these threats and pass new regulations. � e Clean 
Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts are 
examples of public pressure eff ectively translated 
into legislation. 

� e 1969 National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) is the overarching legislation that 
empowers communities to engage with the federal 
government when proposed actions might aff ect the 
environment and public health. NEPA created the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to enforce 
environmental laws. Of course, actual enforcement 
of these laws is unpopular with polluters. Industries 
that have been caught poisoning our environment 
are, understandably, unhappy about the authority 
of the EPA and routinely lobby their congressional 
representatives to reduce or eliminate regulations 
and enforcement. 

Watchdog non-profi t organizations and 
corporate interests use the threat of legal action to 
assure an agency adheres to the laws. � is potential 
legal threat can delay actions—perhaps because 
the action is, indeed, illegal even though it may be 
locally popular.

Deregulation was a foundational issue in 
President Trump’s campaign.  He has appointed 
cabinet members and directed staff  to move his 
anti-regulation agenda forward quickly using both 
executive power and support for new legislation. 
One way to move projects along more quickly is 
to “streamline” the legal process to limit public 
engagement or limit which science or alternatives 
will be considered. � ere is an implicit push for 
local input to be considered paramount to national 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 

Eyeon
Washington

Welcome NEC Fall Semester Policy Interns: 
Carlos Calleja, Taylor Ross and Jessie Avitia. 

� e four bills allow exemptions or extend 
compliance deadlines for brick makers, wood-heater 
manufacturers (which contribute signifi cantly to 
particulate air pollution), the amateur car-racing 
business (which does not want private vehicles 
modifi ed for racing to abide by car exhaust air 
quality regulations), and a portion of the coal-fueled  
electric power industry. Supporters of the bills point 
to negative impacts of environmental regulations on 
these industries.

� ose concerns were countered by public health 
and environmental groups that claimed all four 
measures would lead to dirtier air and harm to human 
health. “Air pollution just makes sick people sicker,” 
said Rebecca Bascom, a physician and Pennsylvania 
State University medical professor. 

Endangered Species
In September, the House Natural Resources 

Committee conducted a fi nal mark-up, or edit, to six 
bills that could have a negative eff ect on protecting 
our most threatened native wildlife. Examples: 
H.R. 3131, the “Endangered Species Litigation 
Reasonableness Act,” would seriously discourage 
citizen lawsuits to challenge agency decisions.  H.R. 
210, the “Native American Energy Act,” authored 
by Rep. Don Young (R-AK), would give tribes the 
ability to increase energy development on Indian 
lands by reducing federal regulations that require 
the same environmental considerations as other 
public lands.  H.R. 717, the “Listing Reform Act,” 
would amend the Endangered Species Act to allow 
the Interior or Commerce departments to  prioritize  
endangered species petitions based on criteria such 
as a political controversy to avoid consideration 
of listings opposed by industry and private 
property owners, and  H.R. 424, the “Gray Wolf 
State Management Act of 2017,” which would ban 
judicial review of the new rules de-listing wolves on 
parts of  the US. 
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public input, even though public lands 
and natural resources belong to all 
Americans—and important scientifi c 
knowledge may reside beyond local 
communities. Another method of 
streamlining actions is to limit or remove 
the ability of citizens or organizations 
to bring legal action when a proposal 
violates the law such as the Endangered 
Species Act.  

Examples of Congress and the Trump Administration 
to accomplish the Deregulation Agenda:

Forest Management
An important forest management policy 

dilemma is characterized by how far the government 
should go in thinning forests or in fi ghting fi res 
once they start, particularly in remote wilderness 
areas. Congress is  giving lots of attention to  the 
“Resilient Federal Forests Act” H.R. 2936.  Author, 
Bill Westerman (R-AR), says his bill is needed 
because: “It’s no secret that federal forest lands are in 
dire straits.”  

A popular section of the bill moves funding 
for large fi re suppression from the U.S. Forest 
Service budget to compete within an emergency 
account with hurricanes, earthquakes and other 
national disasters. 

Conservationists, however, are concerned with 
the bill’s “streamlining” components which may 
result in drastically increased timber production based 
upon politics vs. science. When the bill was passed 
by the House Natural Resources Committee and 
sent to the full House, Brad Brooks of the Wilderness 
Society wrote, “By voting to advance H.R. 2936 
today, Congress added America’s national forests 
to the chopping block—along with the wildlife 
refuges it’s trying to sell off , and the national 
monuments the Administration wants to review 
and dismantle.”

Air Pollution
� e House Energy and Commerce 

Subcommittee on Environment 
held a hearing on four bills aimed at 
“reducing regulatory burdens on small 
manufacturers and other job creators.” 
Climate change denier and EPA Director 
Pruitt endorsed  all four bills that would  
ease environmental  regulations  for a 
select, few  industries: H.R. 1917 “the 
BRICK Act,” H.R. 350  “Recognizing the 
Protection of Motorsports (RPM) Act,” 
H.R. 1119, the “Satisfying Energy Needs 
and Saving the Environment Act,” and 
H.R. 453, the “Relief From New Source 
Performance Standards Act.”

DC Buzzword: Deregulation
To understand Washington’s obsession with 

deregulation, it is helpful to look at why the 
regulations exist in the fi rst place. For decades, the 
public watched helplessly as beaches were closed 
when oil spills came to shore, as exhaust from 
vehicles made air unhealthy, as toxins made their way 
into our waterways and food, and as wildlife teetered 
toward extinction. As a result, in the 1960s and 
1970s, the public demanded that Congress address 
these threats and pass new regulations. � e Clean 
Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts are 
examples of public pressure eff ectively translated 
into legislation. 

� e 1969 National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) is the overarching legislation that 
empowers communities to engage with the federal 
government when proposed actions might aff ect the 
environment and public health. NEPA created the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to enforce 
environmental laws. Of course, actual enforcement 
of these laws is unpopular with polluters. Industries 
that have been caught poisoning our environment 
are, understandably, unhappy about the authority 
of the EPA and routinely lobby their congressional 
representatives to reduce or eliminate regulations 
and enforcement. 

Watchdog non-profi t organizations and 
corporate interests use the threat of legal action to 
assure an agency adheres to the laws. � is potential 
legal threat can delay actions—perhaps because 
the action is, indeed, illegal even though it may be 
locally popular.

Deregulation was a foundational issue in 
President Trump’s campaign.  He has appointed 
cabinet members and directed staff  to move his 
anti-regulation agenda forward quickly using both 
executive power and support for new legislation. 
One way to move projects along more quickly is 
to “streamline” the legal process to limit public 
engagement or limit which science or alternatives 
will be considered. � ere is an implicit push for 
local input to be considered paramount to national 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 

Eyeon
Washington

Welcome NEC Fall Semester Policy Interns: 
Carlos Calleja, Taylor Ross and Jessie Avitia. 

� e four bills allow exemptions or extend 
compliance deadlines for brick makers, wood-heater 
manufacturers (which contribute signifi cantly to 
particulate air pollution), the amateur car-racing 
business (which does not want private vehicles 
modifi ed for racing to abide by car exhaust air 
quality regulations), and a portion of the coal-fueled  
electric power industry. Supporters of the bills point 
to negative impacts of environmental regulations on 
these industries.

� ose concerns were countered by public health 
and environmental groups that claimed all four 
measures would lead to dirtier air and harm to human 
health. “Air pollution just makes sick people sicker,” 
said Rebecca Bascom, a physician and Pennsylvania 
State University medical professor. 

Endangered Species
In September, the House Natural Resources 

Committee conducted a fi nal mark-up, or edit, to six 
bills that could have a negative eff ect on protecting 
our most threatened native wildlife. Examples: 
H.R. 3131, the “Endangered Species Litigation 
Reasonableness Act,” would seriously discourage 
citizen lawsuits to challenge agency decisions.  H.R. 
210, the “Native American Energy Act,” authored 
by Rep. Don Young (R-AK), would give tribes the 
ability to increase energy development on Indian 
lands by reducing federal regulations that require 
the same environmental considerations as other 
public lands.  H.R. 717, the “Listing Reform Act,” 
would amend the Endangered Species Act to allow 
the Interior or Commerce departments to  prioritize  
endangered species petitions based on criteria such 
as a political controversy to avoid consideration 
of listings opposed by industry and private 
property owners, and  H.R. 424, the “Gray Wolf 
State Management Act of 2017,” which would ban 
judicial review of the new rules de-listing wolves on 
parts of  the US. 

� ere are several ways to help mitigate this problem.
If it ain’t broke, don’t throw it away!

More often than not, consumers purchase 
new cell phones because they want an upgrade, 
not because their cell phone is broken. On Apple’s 
website, already there is information about the 
iPhone X, which can’t even be pre-ordered until 
October 27, 2017…for $999.00. Not to mention the 
iPhone 8; pre-orders began on September 22, 2017— 
which costs $799.00. � e chain manufacturers and 
internet service providers that supply cell phones 

Zero Waste Humboldt 
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org

Emma Held, Project Manager
E-waste is the common term for electronic 

products at the end of their “useful life.” Computers, 
televisions, VCRs, stereos, copiers, and fax machines 
are electronic products that can be reused, refurbished, 
or recycled. Let’s focus on our cell phones.

In 2012, 1.6 billion new cell phones were 
manufactured, and the average lifespan of a new 
cell phone in the U.S. is 9 – 18 months. Each cell 
phone contains precious metals, including gallium, 
selenium, gold, mercury, chromium, niobium, 
tungsten and molybdenum, which produce a cocktail 
of toxic chemicals when disposed.  Aside from 
negative environmental impacts of extraction of 
these metals, they are often not recycled. So where 
does everything end up? � e dump. As your year-old 
cell phone sits in a pile amongst other cell phones, 
these metals seep back into the groundwater, causing 
contamination for wildlife—and us. 

Rather than designing durable, longer-lasting 
electronic devices that are conveniently refurbished 
or recycled, electronic manufacturers have promoted 
and appealed to an environmentally destructive part 
of the human psyche.  Our insatiable desire for the 
“best”, the “newest,” and the “fastest” with built-in 
obsolescence keeps us perpetually buy-buy-buying 
more, fueling industry profi ts at the planet’s expense. 

Planned Obsolescence of Cell Phones 
is an Environmental Nightmare

encourage and even incentivize the frequent 
purchase of new devices. Countless Americans will 
toss out their cell phones without consideration of 
the serious environmental impacts in their rush to 
buy the next newer, shinier thing, even though their 
current device works just fi ne. 

If it is broke, fix it!
We need to equip our national and local 

economy with the proper infrastructure to repair and 
refurbish broken electronics. Planned obsolescence 
for the sake of profi t cannot be sustained indefi nitely. 
When we transition to a society that values repair 
and durability, not only will we increase market 
demand for specialized repair skills and businesses, 
we will also increase access to low-cost technology 
for communities that need it. Too often, whole 
electronics are thrown away when they could be 
fi xed with a relatively inexpensive part replacement.  

 � ere are several repair services for cell phones 
on the Redwood Coast: iExperts in Arcata & Eureka, 
Cellairis in Eureka, and Advanced Cellular Repair in 
Fortuna. Support these local repair businesses and 
outlets for refurbishing and recycling electronics.

Information on how to fi x many devices can also 
be found at www.ifi xit.com. 

A sea of unwanted cell phones. Photo: Wikimedia CC.
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Explore the Bay / Explora la Bahía 2017
Jennifer Kalt, Director

For twelve years, Humboldt Baykeeper has off ered free, docent-led tours of the bay by 
motorboat, kayak, or canoe. Our Bay Tours program has grown to provide a variety of on-the-
water experiences for youth, elders, and everyone in between. In addition to our monthly kayak 
and motorboat tours, this year we off ered tours for teens, kids aged 8 to 12 in the City of Eureka’s 
summer day camp, and students in English as a Second Language classes.

� anks to funding from the California Coastal Conservancy, these tours are entirely free 
to participants and all gear is provided. Motorboat tours are courtesy of the Humboldt Bay 
Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District and skippers Alan Bobillot and Tim Petrusha. Bob 
Rasmussen, Jasmin Segura, and Sylvia DeRooy are knowledgeable in natural history and human 
history of Humboldt Bay, and Jasmin interprets for Spanish-speaking tour participants.

Photos clockwise from top right:  1. Kayak tours on the Elk River are paired with walking tours 
of the beautiful Hikshari’ Trail and Elk River Wildlife Area. This trail is a section of the California 
Costal Trail, which will eventually be continuous from Mexico to the Oregon border.   2.  In 
partnership with Eureka’s Parks and Recreation Department, our  kayak tours for teens provide 
opportunities to experience the peace and beauty of the bay. For many Eureka teens, it’s their 
first time on the water.   3. On Earth Day in April and Coastal Cleanup Day in September, our 

To stay informed, visit our website at 
www.humboldtbaykeeper.org, like us on Facebook, 
and follow us on Twitter @HumBaykeeper. You can 

sign up for e-newsletters by emailing us at 
alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.org.

kayak tours head to 
Indian Island, where 
we remove trash in 
partnership with the 
Wiyot Tribe. Hog 
Island Oyster Company 
and Coast Seafoods 
Company haul trash 
back to Eureka. 4. Our 
kayak tours are led by 
Humboldt Bay Aquatic 
Center guides who 
teach boating safety 
and paddling lessons, 
so there’s no experience 
necessary. 5. � is year, 
we chartered the H/V 
Madaket for a bay 
tour for two English 
Express classes. 
Students representing 
Cambodia, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, 
Mexico, and � ailand—
and their  children— 
joined Captain 
Leroy Zerlang and 
Baykeeper Bay Tours 
Coordinator Jasmin 
Segura for a lovely tour 
of the bay. Photo: Jasmin Segura.

Photo: Jennifer Kalt.

Photo: Jennifer Kalt.

Photo: Jasmin Segura.

Photo: Mary Ann Hytken, 
English Express.
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Rob DiPerna
Join EPIC on Friday, November 4, 2017 to 

celebrate 40 years of EPIC and our work to protect 
and restore wild California. It will be a fun-fi lled 
evening of dinner and 
dancing, with Joanne 
Rand, Alice DeMicele, 
and headlined by Casey 
Neill and the Norway 
Rats, so bring your 
dancing shoes! Dinner 
will be expertly crafted, 
courtesy of Sue’s 
Organics, and we will 
also have the usual silent 
auction full of enticing 
items, including tickets 
to Disneyland!

Celebrating 40 years of 
cutting-edge, innovative, 
and historically-eff ective 
advocacy for the 
protection and restoration 
of California’s forests 
and wild places in one 
night will not be easy, 
but this year’s recipient of the Richard Gienger 
Sempervirens Lifetime Achievement Award is a big 
part of getting us there. � is year, as we celebrate 40 
years of EPIC and our amazing community, we are 
honored to posthumously award the Sempervirens 
Award to the late Judi Bari for her lifetime of 
environmental and labor movement activism 
and organizing on the redwood coast. Judi Bari’s 
daughters will be present to accept the award in honor 
of their mother.

Judi Bari was far more than simply an 
environmentalist; she was an avid advocate for 
workers, and the rights of working people. In addition 
to being a prominent member of Earth First!, Judi was 
also a member of the Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW). She spent a tremendous amount of time and 
energy not only working to slow the destruction 
of the last of the old-growth redwoods, but also 
to organize and cooperate with timber and mill 
workers, many of whom knew and understood the 

consequences of the destruction 
of the forest would also mean an end to their jobs 
and way of life.

Judi, along with Daryl Cherney, was a major 
impetus behind the 1990 season of non-violent 
civil disobedience up and down the redwood 
coast of Northern California known as Redwood 
Summer, aimed at slowing the destruction of the 
last remaining old-growth redwood forest utilizing 
direct action, while groups like EPIC and others used 
the courts and political venues to forward redwood 
conservation. Famously, while on a road tour to 
promote Redwood Summer in 1989, a pipe-bomb 
exploded in the backseat of the car being driven by 
Judi and Daryl while the two were preparing for a 
show in Oakland, CA.

� e wounds suff ered by Judi Bari as a 
consequence of the pipe-bomb and complications 
therefrom would eventually claim Judi’s life in 
1997. On March 1, 1999, the Headwaters Forest 
Agreement, which most activists pejoratively 

referred to as, “� e Deal,” was consummated between 
the MAXXAM Corporation-controlled Pacifi c 
Lumber Company, the U.S. Government and the 
State of California, transferring 7,500-acres of what 

is today the Headwaters 
Forest Reserve into 
public ownership. � e 
Deal eff ectively marked 
the end of the so-called 
“Timber Wars” that 
marred our forests and 
divided our communities 
for nearly two decades. 

Although Judi did not 
survive to see the creation 
of the Headwaters Forest 
Reserve, she lives on in 
Headwaters today. On 
June 19, 2015, a plaque 
and dedication with the 
planting of 200 trees took 
place in Headwaters at 
a location now known 
as “Visionaries Grove,” 
a place dedicated to the 
hard work, sacrifi ce, and 
visionary inspiration of all 

who fought to protect Headwaters Forest. Today, the 
Headwaters Forest Reserve stands as a critical refuge 
for threatened and endangered fi sh and wildlife, 
and also as a critical landscape where restoration 
from the decades of destructive MAXXAM/Pacifi c 
Lumber logging is being driven forward. Headwaters 
also stands as a testament to Judi Bari and 
her tireless spirit.

EPIC is honored to award Judi Bari with the 
2017 Richard Gienger Sempervirens Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and is honored to celebrate Judi 
and her enduring legacy and spirit on this, our 40th 
anniversary. As we look back, we also keep our eyes 
ever-forward as we continue to push for better and 
more responsible forestry practices on private lands.
Far from being too old, EPIC is just getting warmed 
up! Please come join us and help us celebrate our 
past, present, and future!

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep cep c

past, present, and future!

referred to as, “� e Deal,” was consummated between 

Celebrate 40 Years of Protecting 
and Restoring Wild California

Visionaries Grove was dedicated to the 
activists who fought for the protection of 
Headwaters Forest. Photo: Rob DiPerna.

Judi Bari playing her fi ddle at a rally in 
February 1991. Photo: Evan Johnson. 

Judi Bari speaks at a Headwaters Rally, 
March 28, 1996. Photo: Nicholas Wilson.
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Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on 
the second Tuesday of each month in the fi rst fl oor 
conference room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront 
in Eureka.  The meeting, which covers regular business 
and conservation issues, begins at 6:45 p.m. Members 
and non-members with environmental concerns are 
encouraged to attend. When a new person comes to us 
with an environmental issue or concern, we often place 
them fi rst or early on the agenda. 

Sue Leskiw
In July, North Group sponsored two 10-year-

old girls—one from Eureka and one from Crescent 
City—to attend a week-long “River & Adventure” 
session at Lost Coast Camp near Petrolia. � is 
represented a new venue for campers sponsored 
through donations to the Lucille Vinyard/Susie van 
Kirk Environmental Education Fund.

In 2016, the Oregon Museum of Science & 
Technology discontinued its overnight camp sessions 
in Redwood National & State Parks near Orick, 
where North Group had been sending local children 
for a number of years. So, I began searching for a 
new local overnight camp with an environmental 
emphasis and discovered Lost Coast Camp in the 
Mattole Valley. � e facility’s mission is to “provide 
youth with a dynamic summer camp experience, 
which promotes building self-esteem and positive 
friendships, individual expression, and fostering an 
appreciation for the natural world.”

In exchange for their tuition, the girls agreed 
to submit an essay to North Group about their 
experience. Below are excerpts:

Camper 1: “My experience at camp brought out 
the best in me and that makes me proud of myself.  
I stepped up to help and was brave when I needed 
to be. One day I earned a medallion because I was 
willing to talk about my goals, about how I wanted 

Group photo of campers at the Lost Coast Camp in the Mattole Valley. Photo: Sue Leskiw. 

Events
One need not be a Sierra Club member to participate 
in these outings. Please join us!
Saturday October 14—North Group Humboldt 
Redwoods State Park Bull Creek Flats Loop. Beginning 
in Richardson Grove, our route upstream along Bull 
Creek leads through some of the world’s largest old 
growth forest. Be prepared to wade shallow crossings. 
Bring lunch, plentiful water, hiking footwear. M-9-A. 
Carpools  8:30 a.m. Ray’s Valley West, 9:15 a.m. Eureka 
Kmart on Hwy 101, 10 a.m. Rockefeller Grove. Leader 
Melinda 707-668-4275 or mgroomster@gmail.com. Rain, 
strong winds cancel.

Saturday October 21—North Group Del Norte 
Redwoods State Park Last Chance Coastal Trail Hike. 
An easygoing ramble through lush old-growth upon a 
stretch of Redwood Highway replaced in the 1930s by 
the present 101 route, which is evolving with the latest 
round of slope failures. Bring water and lunch. No dogs. 
Medium diffi  culty, 8 miles, less than 1,000 ft. elevation 
change. Carpools 9 a.m. Ray’s Valley West, 10:30 a.m. 
Damnation Creek trailhead (3.3 mi. north of Wilson Creek 
bridge, west side Hwy. 101) leader Ned, nedforsyth48@
gmail.com, 707-825-3652. Heavy rain cancels.

Thursday November 9—North Group Prairie Creek 
State Park Hike. A loop on the West Ridge and Prairie 
Creek Trails: out through towering ridge forest, returning 
creekside past autumn maples and bottom-land giants. 
Bring lunch, water, hiking footwear. M-6-A. Carpools 9 
a.m. Ray’s Valley West. All meet 10:15 a.m. porch at Prairie 
Creek Visitor Center. Leader Melinda 707-668-4275 or 
mgroomster@gmail.com. Steady rain cancels.

Saturday November 18—North Group Lacks Creek/
Pine Ridge Prairies Hike. Explore this nearby Bureau 
of Land Management area off  Highway 299, on new 
and old trails created by BLM, Humboldt Trails Council, 
and Redwood Coast Mountain Bike Association. We 
will see a mix of oak savannas, old-growth conifers, and 
regenerating hardwood-covered slopes. Humboldt Bay 
and ocean views a possibility. Bring lunch and water, 
and dress for a fall day at 3,600 feet elevation. Medium 
diffi  culty, about 5 miles, less than 1,000 feet elevation 
gain/loss. Carpools: Meet 9 a.m. Ray’s Valley West. Leader 
Ned, nedforsyth48@gmail.com, 707-825-3652 message 
phone. Heavy rain cancels.

NORTH  GROUP
REDWOOD  CHAPTER

to act as a person when I left camp. Now, I’m 
confi dent and sure I can do anything when I put my 
mind to it. Some of my most memorable moments 
include the mouth-watering, healthy meals; evening 
campfi res when we would sing and tell stories; and 
our counselor reading us a story before bed. I met 
unique girls and formed strong friendships and 
bonds and will never forget my cabin mates. But the 
really amazing moments were walking to the river 
through pastures and fi elds and seeing the beautiful 
mountains. � e colors were so vibrant and bright 
and they inspired me to be curious and happy. One 
night we slept under the stars on the sand lining the 
shore of the Mattole River.”

Camper 2: “� is truly was an exceptional, 
amazing camp experience, like no other I’ve had. 
� is is my fi rst time getting to explore the Lost Coast 
and this camp was an easy way to do that, through 
visiting its forests, mountains, rivers, and beaches. 
We spent almost all of our time outdoors. Every 
day we took a trip to the river. One day we went 
canoeing; another, we went to the beach and played 
in the woods. My favorite part of camp was our 
overnight at Strawberry Rock, a big rock on top of a 
mountain. � e other best part of camp was the beach 
day, where you could do so many things: play on the 
sand, swim in the water, or play games in the woods.”

North Group Underwrites Two Campers
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Beginners and experts, non-members and members, 
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings. 
Almost all of our events are free.  All of our events are 
made possible by volunteer e� ort. For more information 
about North Coast CNPS and our events, please visit our 
website: northcoastcnps.org.

ORTHCOAST  
HAPTER

N
C

Field Trips & Plant Walks
October 8, Sunday. Inland Fall Day Trip. Driving 
east along Highway 299 we will see fall color of Big-leaf 
Maple, Poison Oak, and Oregon White Oak.  We will 
stop at all the vista points, summits, campgrounds, 
and rest areas, taking in the season as presented by 
the fading winter-deciduous species, the freshly 
washed evergreen species, and the sprouting annual 

Evening Programs
At the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., 
near 7th and Union, Arcata. Refreshments at 7 p.m.; 
program at 7:30 p.m.

June 10: CNPSers hiked up Clover Gulch (near 
Ruth Lake) and discovered an oak-covered knoll by 
a mossy rock outcrop, all sparkling with pale violet 
Ithuriel’s spear (Triteleia laxa), a native, edible bulb. 
It is a “geophyte”, the subject of our October evening 
program. Below: Ithuriel’s spear. Photos: Carol Ralph.

Highlights of Summer Field Trips

October 11, Wednesday.  7:30 p.m. “� e Wonderful 
World of Geophytes.”  � e fl ower-covered landscapes 
of pre-European California included a colorful, 
diverse, and abundant group of plants whose survival 
depended on underground bulbs and tubers.  � ese 
plants, referred to as geophytes (“earth plants”), 
included lilies, fritillaries, brodiaeas, and many other 
species, many of which were important food sources 
for Native Americans.  An abundance of evidence 
now suggests this group is declining rapidly.  Based on 
35 years working in this area, Dave Imper, retired U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife ecologist, and the local “Mr. Lily,” 
will highlight the exceptional diversity of this group 
locally, explain the large-scale changes that have 
aff ected their habitats, and tell what management 
actions could slow the loss of these treasures.  � e 
recent Fremontia issue (journal of the California 
Native Plant Society) devoted to geophytes will be 
available for purchase. 

November 8, Wednesday. 7:30 p.m. “Ancient 
but Still Evolving:  the Ferns among Us.”  Ferns 
are a fascinating group of plants, with rich, and 
often bizarre, ecologies and natural histories.  Carl 
Rothfels, Assistant Professor and Curator of Ferns 
and Lycophytes at the University Herbarium, U. C. 
Berkeley, will take us on a meander through ferndom 
from a slightly evolutionary perspective, starting at 
the broadest scale (What are ferns?  How did they 
evolve?) and ending closer to home with a tour of 
Northern California fern diversity.  Along the way, he 
will touch on ferns’ secret double life, on the wonders 
of “instantaneous” speciation, the trick to being a fern 
in the desert, the challenges of fern taxonomy (Why 
do these names keep changing?), and more. 

August 12: CNPSers hiked on the ocean bluff s 
of Point St. George in Crescent City. On the 
bluff  where we sat and ate lunch, we discovered 
numerous secretive  fl owers of clustered broomrape 
(Orobanche fascicularis), a purple-fl owered form of 
this achlorophyllous (chlorophyll-lacking) parasite 
of the gumplants (pictured below). 

September 1-3: CNPSers stayed at the Mattole 
Camp and Retreat Center while exploring the Mattole 
River, the Lost Coast Trail, and the Mill Creek 
Trail. Both Humboldt County fuchsia (Epilobium 
septentrionale), the bright red fl owers on this rock 
by the Mattole River (photo below), and the similarly 
colored redwood keckiella (Keckiella corymbosa) in 
the same substrate were blooming, lighting up our 
botanizing while we splashed in the river on a hot 
day (100 degrees F!) below the camp.  � e chapter 
propagates this California fuchsia from “captive” 
plants and sells it at our plant sales.

or summer-deciduous species.  We might get as far as 
Burnt Ranch Campground. We will make short walks 
from the cars; be prepared for the weather.  Bring 
lunch and water.  Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacifi c Union 
School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata) to carpool.  Return 
late afternoon, or possibly in the evening after dinner 
in Willow Creek. Tell Carol if you know good places 
to stop, or if you are coming: 822-2015, theralphs@
humboldt1.com. 

November 4, Saturday.  Patrick’s Point Day Hike. 
Patrick’s Point State Park, north of Trinidad, is surely 
one of the best state parks of all. It has wonderful, 
varied, native plant habitats. We will traverse Sitka 
Spruce and riparian forests, meadows, rock outcrops, 
and ocean bluff s, walking about four miles. We will see 
eight species of conifers, including Bishop pine, up to  
10 species of ferns, including grape fern, a spikemoss, 
two common succulents, a curious manzanita, and 
much more. Dress for the weather, including wind; 
bring lunch and water.  Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacifi c 
Union School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata) to carpool or 
at 10 a.m. at the Bishop Pine Picnic Area. � ere is an 
entrance fee per car.  It’s good to tell Carol you are 
coming, in case plans change: 822-2015, theralphs@
humboldt1.com.
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Eel River 
Continued � om page 6

Hu� man Wilderness
Continued � om page 5

 ...from FERC (upon which the agency will accept 
no comments, but we’ll give them some anyway) and 
a pile of proposed study plans from PG&E. We’ll be 
working on comments on the proposed study plans 
for an early December 2017 deadline, as FERC plans 
to fi nalize the study plans in early February to get 
studies going in 2018. 

� is process will continue for a minimum of fi ve 
years, during which we can expect FERC to produce 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will 
set new standards for malign neglect of the critical 
environmental issues at hand for the Eel River and 
its fi sheries. However, it’s important to note that 
similar relicensing eff orts are still dragging on after 
ten or even twenty years. For those who simply 
want to maintain the status quo, that’s an acceptable 
outcome, as FERC routinely issues waivers allowing 
dams to continue to operate under out-of-date 
license terms while relicensing battles continue.

Friends of the Eel River will continue to seek 
leverage points both within and outside the FERC 
process, and will continue to dialog with stakeholders 
from every perspective who may be willing to 
support a negotiated solution involving the removal 
of the Eel River dams.  To learn more, get involved, 
or support our eff orts, visit us at www.eelriver.org.

• Protect over 480 miles of streams on federal 
land as wild and scenic rivers. Wild and scenic 
designation protects our most pristine remaining 
streams on federal land from the construction of 
new dams or major water diversions. � e largest 
stream that would be protected as a wild and scenic 
river by the legislation is the South Fork Trinity River 
above Highway 36. 

• Restore public lands aff ected by illegal trespass 
marijuana grows by establishing a partnership of 
federal, state, and local entities dedicated to cleaning 
up these polluted areas. When illegal grow sites are 
fully cleaned up and restored, they are far less likely to 
be used again for trespass cultivation. Unfortunately, 
illegal marijuana cultivation on public lands leads to 
mounds of trash and water and soil poisoned with 
herbicides and pesticides, which result in the killing 
of wildlife and a host of other problems. 

• Authorize the construction of an interagency 
visitor center in Trinity County for people seeking to 
enjoy the region’s federal public lands. 

• Require federal agencies to cooperate and 
coordinate fi re management in northwestern 
California’s wilderness areas.

• Explore the possibility of establishing the 
Bigfoot National Recreation Trail that will highlight 
the immense ecological diversity of northwestern 
California’s ancient forests and other unique 
landscapes. � e trail would run from the Yolla Bolly-
Middle Eel Wilderness in the south to the Oregon 
border, then south through the Siskiyou Wilderness 
and west through Redwood National Park and 

Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park. 
• Direct federal agencies to conduct a trails study 

that would explore ways to improve motorized and 
non-motorized recreation trail opportunities (including 
mountain bicycling) in northwestern California.

� e measure will not limit hunting or fi shing, 
close any legally-open roads or trails to vehicles, or 
aff ect access to or the use of private property.

Congressman Huff man will be taking public 
input on his draft legislation until early November 
(the date has not been announced as of print). In 
August, he held a series of public meetings to discuss 
the draft in Crescent City, Eureka, Weaverville and 
Ukiah. Over 550 people attended and support for 
Mr. Huff man’s eff orts was overwhelming. � e public 
can also comment on the draft legislation via e-mail 
at ca02publiclands@gmail.com

For more information on the draft bill, please 
contact Ryan Henson of the California Wilderness 
Coalition (CalWild) at rhenson@calwild.org or 
at 530-365-1455. CalWild, the NEC and other 
organizations hope that Representative Huff man will 
introduce the bill this winter in the House, and that 
Senator Kamala Harris will introduce it in the Senate 
soon thereafter. 

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs

• Organic teas 

• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka

~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical 

organic integrityi i t
from our back door...

to your basketto your basket
The North Coast Co-op is the only 

Certified Organic Retailer on the North 
Coast! Our knowledgeable employees 
handle all certified organic products in 

accordance with federal regulations from 
the delivery truck to your basket.  

www.northcoast.coop

ffrr

811 I St. in  Arcata • (707) 822-5947
25 4th St. in Eureka • (707) 443-6027 

or support our eff orts, visit us at www.eelriver.org.

Photo: BLM.

Steelhead, Wikimedia CC. 
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Meredith’s internship 
was through the 
Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute. 

Ocean Forum
Continued � om page 8

D.C. Experience
Continued � om page 10

According to an analysis by the Marine 
Conservation Institute (MCI), public comments 
collected at www.regulations.gov show over 
99 percent support for maintaining marine 
monuments and sanctuaries as they currently 
exist. � e review included 1,000 statistically 
randomly selected comments from the nearly 
100,000 submissions recorded. 

Despite this overwhelming support, the 
secret memo Zink sent to President Trump, 
which the Washington Post published in September, 
includes recommendations to both shrink and 
reduce protections for national monuments 
(see pages 7 and 9 for more information on this). 
The memo recommends opening the Northeast 
Canyons & Seamounts monument to commercial 
fishing, while reducing the size of the Pacific 
Remote Islands and Rose Atoll monuments.

Additionally, Interior Secretary Zinke has 
announced the offi  cial launch of a multi-year 
process to revise the 5-Year Off shore Drilling Plan, 
which would potentially allow new lease sales and 
be yet another way to open up America’s waters 
to new oil drilling, as well as seismic blasting and 
other resource extraction. � e draft proposed 
program of the new 5 year plan is anticipated to 
drop sometime in the late fall/early winter. If the 
Pacifi c is included in the plan then we can anticipate 
public hearing(s) in CA during the 60 day comment 
period.  Secretary Zinke’s recent actions are evidence 
that we must continue to fi ght to defend these 
special ocean places.  

 ...was proud to say to her constituents that she 
doesn’t take money from big oil; her constituents 
applaud her for this. Political candidates will only 
turn down corporate money if they know that this 
is what their constituents want. Find a way to make 
your voice heard.

� e only thing more powerful than money is 
the power of people in numbers. Use that power 
in whatever way you can. Vote thoughtfully. Call 
your representatives. Attend town hall meetings. 
Join rallies and protests. Join an interest group. 
Donate to causes that you believe in. Be a thoughtful 
consumer. Submit an op-ed to your local newspaper. 
And most importantly, encourage others to be 
engaged as well. � e only way we can dilute the 
infl uence of corporate interests is if we all do our 
part, whatever that part may be. Together we can be 
louder than money.

Another clear issue in Congress is that the 
parties are incredibly polarized. I saw a lot of this 
during my time on the Hill. Instead of engaging in a 
productive, bipartisan manner, many times Members 
of Congress said what they wanted to say in meetings 
and hardly lent an ear to their colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle. In briefi ngs on climate change 
and energy, for example, members of both parties 
were quick to demonize the other side with snide 
comments. � is behavior is also a refl ection of us, 
their constituents. 

� ese days, praise is given to politicians who 
stand fi rm and speak combatively, unwilling to 
compromise,  instead of to politicians who are 

interested in 
coming up with 
solutions that 
work best for 
everyone. To fi x 
this polarization, 
we need to vote 
for individuals 
who are capable of 
being cooperative 
and understanding while also sticking to their 
values. No matter where you stand, you cannot 
expect those on the other side of the aisle to 
understand your concerns if you are not willing to try 
to understand theirs.

After all of these refl ections, my props go to 
those who are being active citizens: the people 
who take the time to really learn both sides of 
current political issues. � e people who call their 
representatives and attend town hall meetings. 
� e NGOs that are educating and mobilizing the 
public. � e private businesses that are choosing to 
take social and environmental responsibility. � is is 
where progress is really being made—right here in 
our own communities, not on some hill on the other 
side of the country.

Our democracy is a beautiful thing, but it is only 
eff ective as long as its citizens are civil, engaged, and 
well-informed. � is is why I decided to work here in 
my home state. � is is where action is most needed. 
Nothing is going to get better in Congress if we, the 
people, don’t use our power to change it.

Give the Gift of EcoNews! 

Now more than ever, we need to stay informed 
and take action to protect our natural places!
EcoNews has been the North Coast’s source of 

environmental news since 1971!

Fill out the form on the back cover of 
this issue, visit us online at 

yournec.org/donate, 
call 822-6918, or stop by the offi  ce 

at 415 I St., Arcata! 

A Gift Membership to the NEC includes 
a full year of EcoNews — delivered 

right to your friend or family 
member’s mailbox!

Adopt-a-Beach

Be a part of our growing 
team of site captains 

and volunteers helping 
to keep our coast clean! 

Visit our website for 
more information 

and a list of available 
sites.

yournec.org/adoptabeach
707-822-6918
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Nat Pennington
Klamath Riverkeeper

Klamath spring-run Chinook salmon (springers) 
were once the most prolifi c fi sh in the Klamath 
Basin. With over 100,000 fi sh returning to the 
river each year to spawn, springers thrived in the 
headwater streams of the Klamath. But by the early 
20th century, springers suff ered precipitous declines 
due to hydraulic mining, logging, diversions, and 
particularly from the construction of dams on the 
Klamath, Shasta, and Trinity Rivers. In the Klamath 
River drainage above the Trinity, the Salmon River 
springers are the last self-sustaining wild population, 
with annual runs of 80–1,600 fi sh. 

Tribes in the Klamath Basin have suff ered 
both economically and spiritually since the near 
extirpation of spring Chinook in the Middle and 
Upper Klamath. According to Jeff  Mitchell of the 
Modoc and Klamath Tribes, “� e Klamath and 
Modoc peoples collectively refer to themselves as 
‘the maqlaq’ meaning the people. We are fi sh people, 
hunters and gatherers. It is the fi sh that give us life. 
Our Spring Ciyals run (Salmon and steelhead)…were 
especially important to the tribal peoples because by 
the time February would arrive after long winters… if 
we could survive until our fi rst fi sh runs in the early 
spring, we would be blessed with the life once again.”

New genetic research from U.C. Davis has 
shed light on the evolutionary history of Klamath 
River spring Chinook. Springers are genetically 
distinguishable from fall-run Chinook. � is 
diff erence is most apparent in their fat. Springers 
have a fat content of up to 22% compared to 12% in 
fall Chinook. � is fat is extremely healthy, identifi ed 
as one of the most concentrated sources of Omega 3, 
critical in development of brain tissue.

Like coho, spring-run Chinook juveniles remain 
in streams for a year or more before moving to 
the sea. Adults return to freshwater from April 
to July and congregate in deep pools where they 
hold through September and spawn.  � is strategy 
allows them to spawn and develop in upstream 
reaches of tributaries that are often inaccessible to 
fall-run Chinook. 

Temperatures below 16°C (61°F) are necessary as 
the fi sh are susceptible to disease in warmer water, 
and eggs lose viability as temperatures increase. 

Klamath dam removal would reopen vast 
amounts of good habitat for springers. Many 
tributaries to Upper Klamath Lake stay below 19°C 
(66°F) through the entire summer. Large accretions 
and subterranean springs exist under the current 
site of the Klamath dam reservoirs. � ese cool water 
pockets and deep pools, once uncovered, should 
provide suffi  cient cold-water refugia for the upstream 

migration of spring Chinook into Oregon. 
Until the dams are removed, there is much 

that can be done to help the springers. Spring 
fl ow releases from Trinity Reservoir would help 
to preserve Klamath spring Chinook until dam 
removal gives them access to required habitat. 
Better hatchery management is also important. A 
100 percent adipose fi n clip mark, to help fi shermen 
distinguish hatchery fi sh from native, is long overdue 
for hatchery production. Protection of the Salmon 
River spring Chinook is also paramount for the 
true restoration of the Klamath Basin. According to 
many climate change models, the Klamath’s volcanic 
elevations may be resilient as the climate changes, 
capturing snowpack and therefore the restoration of 
the Basin is of utmost importance for biodiversity. 

You can help springers by volunteering at your 
local Klamath Basin watershed group, attending 
public hearings and speaking on behalf of Klamath 
restoration, commenting on dam removal and water 
plans, monitoring the Klamath and reporting fi sh 
die-off s, conserving water locally, and participating 
in rallies around Klamath Basin issues. Together, let’s 
rekindle our love for these iconic salmon that are 
critical to our region’s food chain and recover them 
for generations to come. 

Spring Chinook
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

Spring Chinook and summer steelhead (bottom) in the Salmon 
River. Photo: Nat Pennington. 
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Did you know leaves make food for trees? 

Trees need sunlight, air, water and cholorphyll 
to make food for trees. Chlorophyll is what makes 
leaves green in the spring and summer. As the 
seasons change to fall and the weather is less 
warm, leaves get less light and stop making food 
to prepare for the winter. The cholorphyll fades 
and other colors like red, yellow, orange, and 
brown begin to show on leaves. 

Without food from sunlight, the stems of the 
leaves weaken, and the leaves fall from the trees 
in the winter.  The rest of the tree, like the trunk 
and branches, get food from the roots of the 
tree. This fall, see how many di� erent colors you 
can see on leaves!

Colorful Chlorophyll

word search
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and other colors like red, yellow, orange, and 
brown begin to show on leaves. 

Without food from sunlight, the stems of the 
leaves weaken, and the leaves fall from the trees 
in the winter.  The rest of the tree, like the trunk 
and branches, get food from the roots of the 
tree. This fall, see how many di� erent colors you 
can see on leaves!
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We the People 2.0 confronts 
its viewers with the 
ravages of mine tailings 
and leaky containment 
ponds, of sludge and ooze 
and grue, all of which, the 
fi lm documents, are killing 
people, particularly in the 
cancer-blighted small towns 
of North America. The fi lm’s 
brief is laudable: Alongside 
documenting grassroots 
activism, including the kayak 
fl otillas that protested 
Shell Oil in Seattle, the fi lm 
focuses on legal challenges 
presented to corporations 
by granting rights to 
ecosystems.

Ocean Night
Sponsored by Surfrider Humboldt, Humboldt Baykeeper and the Northcoast Environmental Center. 

at the Arcata Theater Lounge
1036 G St, Arcata

Thursday, October 12 - Straws and Thicker than Water
Thursday, November 9 - Under an Arctic Sky and TBA

Movie Night with the NEC
Wednesday, November 15 - 6pm and 8pm

at the MiniPlex
401 I St, Arcata

bring you     bring you     

Help us continue to 
advocate, educate, and

YES!  I will help the Northcoast
 Environmental Center protect our 
watersheds, wildlands and communities!

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC 
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:

$100 - Coho Salmon

$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$25 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl

$500 - Orca

$1000 - Redwood

Other ________

I would like to become a sustaining member! 
I pledge $___________ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly. 
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

A subscription to EcoNews is included 
with your membership. 

I would like to save resources and read 
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the 
address above. 

Please choose one option:

Save resources, donate online: 
www.yournec.org, or scan the code 
at right. If you prefer, mail this form 
with a check or fi ll in your credit card 
information below. 

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 

Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we 
will list your name in publications as a donor. 
 

My gift is (check one box if applicable):  

a gift membershipin memory of

in honor of

Name of person _______________________________

(If gift 
membership)

 (student or 
low income)

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous. 

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518 

Address ____________________________

City ________________________________



Fred and Junior were reminiscent of 
a saying from Maggie Huhn, “One of 
the reasons our society has become 
such a mess is that we’re isolated 
from each other.” More gathering 
opportunities are needed to bring 
people together and the NEC hopes to 
see you at our next one! 

Join us for Ocean Night on 
October 12 and November 9, our next 
movie night on November 15, and 
“Cider for the NEC” on December 12 
at Humboldt Cider Company.
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Fall is one of the busier times at the 
NEC. But before we start discussing 
our plans, we want to thank the 
community who has helped us achieve 
some amazing goals. 

Big Environmental News:  
At the Wharfi nger Building in Eureka 
on August 14, there was standing 
room only when Congressman 
Huff man hosted a public meeting 
to receive feedback on his draft 
legislation to increase protections 
for Northwest California’s rivers and 
mountains. NEC board members 
Larry Glass, Dan Sealy and Bob 
Morris spent the past four years 
working with the congressman and 
representatives from � e Wilderness 
Society, California Wilderness 
Coalition, Sierra Club, Pew Charitable 
Trusts, and others to draft language 
that would designate more than 300 
miles of new Wild & Scenic Rivers, 
create a Bigfoot National Recreation 
Trail, build mountain biking routes in 
Del Norte County, create partnerships 
to clean up public lands impacted 
by illegal activities (including illegal 

cannabis cultivation), expand nine 
wilderness areas, and establish ten 
new ones. � is is one of the largest 
wilderness bills to ever be discussed 
for Northern California, and, at a 
time when the future of public lands 
is unknown, it represents a strong 
move on Congressman Huff man’s 
part to model and promote the needs 
of our region’s public lands. � is also 
includes a ground breaking 800,000+ 
acre proposal called the South Fork 
Trinity/Mad River Restoration area. 
We’ll keep you posted on ways you 
can get involved once this legislation 
has been introduced. 

In other news,  our plea 
for fi nancial assistance to help us 
move to solar was answered quickly! 
We received a generous donation 
from Mark Larson to reach our 
goal of $2,400. Local solar guru 
Roger is working with our building’s 
maintenance man to determine 
options for routing the wires, and calls 
have been made to the City of Arcata 
to start the permit process. Hopefully 
by the end of this year we will be solar 
powered!

Our other fi nancial request of 
$10,000 for tech upgrades was met 
with generous donations by Margaret 

 

Zegart,  Joseph Bower, 
Mark Larson, and an 
anonymous donor 
who’s gift was “in 
honor of Tim 
McKay.” Most of 
the staff  now have 
access to newer, 
faster computers 
and no longer need 
risk dozing off  
waiting for fi les to 
load. Soon all staff  
will be working on 
better machines!

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 
of website redesign. What features 
would you like to see? Do you know 
a Drupal whiz? Let us know at nec@
yournec.org.

The Summer Bar-B-Q   
lived up to its name as a “you’ve got 
to be there” event! Not only was the 
food amazing, but Jan’s homemade 
cider and Gary’s homemade beer hit 
the spot when the temperature hit a 
high of 78 degrees! � e camaraderie, 
smiling faces and good vibes 
intermingled with the lively music by 

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 



EcoNews   Oct/Nov 2017 www.yournec.org 2

3 Coastal Cleanup Day
4 All Species Parade
5 Hu� man Wilderness Proposal
6 Cannabis Ordinance Summary
6 Eel River Dams Relicensing
7 Cascade-Siskiyou Reductions
8 Ocean Protected Areas Under Threat

10 Intern Experience on Capitol Hill
10 Waste Reduction at North Country Fair
11 Kin To The Earth: Remembering Gypsy
13
14

Eye on Washington
Zero Waste Humboldt

15 Humboldt Baykeeper
16 EPIC
17 Sierra Club, North Group
18 California Native Plant Society
21 Creature Feature: Spring Chinook
22 Kids’ Page: Colorful Chlorophyl

Rotating hosts talk with a variety of experts and guests on a range of topics
Past shows are archived on our website for download or streaming 
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Write a Letter to 
the Editor!

Letters should be 300 
words or less,  be relevant to  
EcoNews readers and material 
covered in EcoNews, and must 
include the writer’s address and 
phone number. 
Letters may be edited and shortened for space. 

The NEC reserves the right to reject any submitted 
material for any reason (e.g., size, content, writing 
style, etc.).

Send letters to editor@yournec.org.

Bouquets of virtual fl owers 
to our technology upgrade 
donors Margaret Zegart,  
Joseph Bower, Mark Larson, 
and an anonymous donor in honor of Tim 
McKay. Bouquets of sunfl owers to our solar 
project donors Ellen LeBel, Florin Barnhart, 
and Mark Larson.

Bouquets to all who helped and attended our 
Summer Bar-B-Q party, including our hosts 
Gary & Jan Friedrichsen,  oyster extraordinaire 
John Woolley, salmon supplier Pete Nichols, 
event volunteers Bill Rodstrom, Barbara 
Reisman, Erika Gonzalez Granadino and 
Sylvia van Royen, Barbara Wilkinson, Chris 
Beresford & Eleanor Jenican for growing, 
collecting & arranging the beautiful fl owers 
for all of the tables, and food donations from 
Arcata Scoop, Arise Bakery, Brio Breadworks, 
Coast Seafoods, Cypress Grove, Heart’s 

Leap Winery, Lost Coast 
Brewery, Ramone’s Bakery 
and Redwood Roots Farm.

Bouquets to the Same Old 
People, Bandemonium,  

350 Humboldt, the Arcata Playhouse, Jesse 
Jonathan and Trillium Dance Studios, our 
umbrella artists and everyone who came out 
to celebrate all species and make this year’s All 
Species Parade so spectacular!

Bouquets to this year’s Coastal Cleanup 
Day sponsors, site captains and cleanup 
volunteers! See page 3 to see our local Coastal 
Cleanup sponsors. 

Bouquets to all the creative people who 
submitted artwork for our Endangered Art Show! 
We hope you had a chance to stop by our booth 
during the North Country Fair to view them! And 
many thanks to those who bid and purchased art! 

  

Full articles of 300-600 words may 
be submitted, preferably by email. 

Please pitch your idea to the 
editor prior to submitting a draft.  
Include your phone number and 

email with all submissions, to 
editor@yournec.org

Article submissions welcome!

Anita Gilbride-Read
Volunteer bookkeeper 

I started volunteering at the NEC offi  ce about      
six years ago. NEC board member Chris Beresford had 
asked me if I would be interested in taking over one of the 
roles she had been performing, as she was fi nding herself 
to be stretched too thin. It was a natural fi t for me as I 
had been the bookkeeper for Restif Cleaning Cooperative 
for 25 years and had recently retired to help out with 
three grandchildren —all born in the same year—as their 
mothers transitioned back to work. So now I fi nd myself 
receiving checks, preparing and banking deposits, bills, 
payroll and other bookwork to be dropped off  with the NEC 
bookkeeper twice a month.

It is a joy to come into the NEC offi  ce and be greeted by 
happy and enthusiastic staff  who are obviously glad to be 
there and are committed to what they do and represent. 
And it is one of the pieces of fulfi lling a need to contribute 
back to the community that I have been priveledged to 
call home for 45 years. So if you fi nd yourself with more 
time than money, as many of us do, I encourage you to 
check out the NEC for volunteer opportunities—now 
more than ever.  We all live downstream.

Volunteer  SpotlightVolunteer  Spotlight

Our Busiest Weekend of the Year!
September brings a lot of activity around the 

NEC offi  ce in preparation for two of our biggest 
events of the year—Coastal Cleanup Day and the 
All Species Parade! 

On Saturday, September 16, over 600 volunteers 
showed up to clean 60 beaches and waterways for 
Coastal Cleanup Day, collecting about fi ve tons 
of debris! � e NEC is very proud to continue this 
longstanding volunteer tradition, that began right 
here on the North Coast. � ank you to everyone 
for your hard work! Read more about Coastal 
Cleanup Day on page 3. 

On the same day, hundreds joined the NEC at 
the North Country Fair to march and dance in this 
year’s All Species Parade! � emed “Sanctuary for 
All Species,” the parade featured painted umbrellas 
under which costumed parade participants gathered 
for “sanctuary.” � e umbrellas were decorated to 
represent various national monuments, marine 
protected areas, national forests, and parks that 
provide sanctuary for so many species. It was great 
to see so many fabulous, creative costumes! Read 
more about the parade on page 4. 

Our booth at the North County Fair was busy 
both days as fairgoers stopped by to see over 
60 pieces of art as part of our fi rst Endangered 
Art Show, buy t-shirts or chat with NEC staff , 
volunteers and board members. If you didn’t have 
a chance to stop by and see artwork by students, 
professionals and endangered species lovers, visit 
our website for the link to our Flickr album. 

Fred and Junior were reminiscent of 
a saying from Maggie Huhn, “One of 
the reasons our society has become 
such a mess is that we’re isolated 
from each other.” More gathering 
opportunities are needed to bring 
people together and the NEC hopes to 
see you at our next one! 

Join us for Ocean Night on 
October 12 and November 9, our next 
movie night on November 15, and 
“Cider for the NEC” on December 12 
at Humboldt Cider Company.
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Fall is one of the busier times at the 
NEC. But before we start discussing 
our plans, we want to thank the 
community who has helped us achieve 
some amazing goals. 

Big Environmental News:  
At the Wharfi nger Building in Eureka 
on August 14, there was standing 
room only when Congressman 
Huff man hosted a public meeting 
to receive feedback on his draft 
legislation to increase protections 
for Northwest California’s rivers and 
mountains. NEC board members 
Larry Glass, Dan Sealy and Bob 
Morris spent the past four years 
working with the congressman and 
representatives from � e Wilderness 
Society, California Wilderness 
Coalition, Sierra Club, Pew Charitable 
Trusts, and others to draft language 
that would designate more than 300 
miles of new Wild & Scenic Rivers, 
create a Bigfoot National Recreation 
Trail, build mountain biking routes in 
Del Norte County, create partnerships 
to clean up public lands impacted 
by illegal activities (including illegal 

cannabis cultivation), expand nine 
wilderness areas, and establish ten 
new ones. � is is one of the largest 
wilderness bills to ever be discussed 
for Northern California, and, at a 
time when the future of public lands 
is unknown, it represents a strong 
move on Congressman Huff man’s 
part to model and promote the needs 
of our region’s public lands. � is also 
includes a ground breaking 800,000+ 
acre proposal called the South Fork 
Trinity/Mad River Restoration area. 
We’ll keep you posted on ways you 
can get involved once this legislation 
has been introduced. 

In other news,  our plea 
for fi nancial assistance to help us 
move to solar was answered quickly! 
We received a generous donation 
from Mark Larson to reach our 
goal of $2,400. Local solar guru 
Roger is working with our building’s 
maintenance man to determine 
options for routing the wires, and calls 
have been made to the City of Arcata 
to start the permit process. Hopefully 
by the end of this year we will be solar 
powered!

Our other fi nancial request of 
$10,000 for tech upgrades was met 
with generous donations by Margaret 

 

Zegart,  Joseph Bower, 
Mark Larson, and an 
anonymous donor 
who’s gift was “in 
honor of Tim 
McKay.” Most of 
the staff  now have 
access to newer, 
faster computers 
and no longer need 
risk dozing off  
waiting for fi les to 
load. Soon all staff  
will be working on 
better machines!

Our website software 
was recently updated and 
we are brainstorming options 
and seeking help for the next phase 
of website redesign. What features 
would you like to see? Do you know 
a Drupal whiz? Let us know at nec@
yournec.org.

The Summer Bar-B-Q   
lived up to its name as a “you’ve got 
to be there” event! Not only was the 
food amazing, but Jan’s homemade 
cider and Gary’s homemade beer hit 
the spot when the temperature hit a 
high of 78 degrees! � e camaraderie, 
smiling faces and good vibes 
intermingled with the lively music by 



Oct/Nov 2017    EcoNewswww.yournec.org3

Coastal   
   Cleanup Day

Over five tons of debris cleaned on the north coast 
on coastal cleanup day

� e third weekend of September is always a busy 
one for us at the NEC, with the North Country Fair, 
the All Species Parade, and our biggest event of the 
year—Coastal Cleanup Day!

Saturday, September 16, hundreds of Humboldt 
County residents woke up early to go out, get a little 
dirty and pick up some trash for Coastal Cleanup Day 
2017. Elementary, middle, high schoolers, college 
and volunteers who have been with us for years all 
showed up for the cleanup. � is widely celebrated 
day is an annual tradition for many, and we welcome 
many more volunteers each year. At almost 60 
diff erent sites more than 600 volunteers purged our 
local beaches and waterways for the better half of the 
morning and throughout the day, amassing over fi ve 
tons of garbage!

We are proud to say Coastal Cleanup Day began 
in Humboldt County over 38 years ago with the NEC 
and has since grown into the international event 
we know today. Coastal Cleanup Day is one of the 
largest volunteering events worldwide. Organized 
internationally by the Ocean Conservancy, the 
purpose is to reduce the amount of garbage, 
recycling and other debris from entering our 
waterways and oceans. 

We are ecstatic to have participated in yet another 
year of successful cleanups. Statewide, the California 
Coastal Commission’s preliminary numbers showed 
more than 42,000 volunteers cleaned up over 293,700 
pounds of trash and an additional 23,100 pounds 
of recyclables—totaling around 158 tons picked up 
from over 900 sites! 

We would not be able to put on this collaboration 
of cleaning up our beaches without all of the support 
from agencies, organizations, businesses, and of 
course you, our volunteers! Many thanks to all our site 
captains, and everyone who participated! We cannot 
thank you all enough for your continued support and 
commitment to our local cleanup eff ort.

Visit our website for a list of site captains and 
more photos of Coastal Cleanup Day. 

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Hensel’s

Thanks to our local Coastal Cleanup Day Sponsors!
www.yournec.org/

coastalcleanup

Top: The PacOut Green Team poses with bags of debris collected at the Samoa Bridge. Photo submitted by PacOut Green Team.  
Below left: Photo: Using the CleanSwell app made entering data on debris much easier. Photo: Sydney Long.  Bottom right: One of 
many bags of debris collected by Coastal Cleanup volunteers.  Photo: Sydney Long.

Coastal   
   Cleanup Day

A SUnny, SUccessful, Sanctuary for 
All Species parade

Anne Maher
September 16 marked another successful All 

Species Parade! � is festive celebration of all species, 
organized by the NEC, crowded the Arcata plaza with 
wolves, spiders, owls and more as it marched through 
the North Country Fair. � e Trillium Dance Studio 
led the parade as a fl ock of butterfl ies, followed by 
Bandemonium and a youth drumline. � e HSU 
River Otter Citizen Science Project, clad as a romp 
of river otters, walked alongside 350 Humboldt as 
they bobbed a school of salmon overhead. Folks 
from the Arcata Playhouse teetered behind with stilt 
walkers and grand masked puppeteers, and towards 
the back came the Pacifi c Alliance for Indigenous 
and Environmental Action with their Log Walk to 
Heal the Forest. Hundreds of other critters hopped, 
crawled, and slithered alongside to the beat of the 
booming music.

� e theme of this year’s parade was Sanctuary for 
All Species, to promote the importance of our public 
lands and conservation—particularly in the context 
of our current administration’s threats to National 
Monuments and other protected areas. To represent 
that theme, umbrellas were decorated  to represent a 
variety of public lands including Patricks Point State 
Park, Marine Protected Areas, and Yellowstone. � e 
Mountain Lion Federation, the HSU Art Education 
Club, EPIC, and others contributed to decorating 
these beautiful representative sanctuaries. When the 
band gave a special queue, the parade’s species ran for 
protection under their nearest umbrella.

� e weather was warm and welcoming, and 
the streets were were bustling with fair-goers and 
paraders of all ages. Many attendees arrived wearing 
masks made at the NEC’s Parade workshop at the 
Sanctuary earlier in the month, a tradition that we 
hope to continue.

We at the NEC are greatly looking forward to 
planning many future celebrations for all species. 
We heartedly thank the Same Old People, organizers 
of the North Country Fair, for creating the space 
for this wonderful event and helping fund parade 
preparations. Special thanks to 350 Humboldt for 
helping to purchase the umbrellas. And, of course, 
many thanks to everyone who participated and 
donated their time and creativity to make the Parade 
a colorful, joyous experience! 

� e All Species Parade is a unique celebration of 
the biodiversity that we seek to protect, and to spread 
the knowledge that every ant, avian, and animal is 
signifi cant. We hope that you enjoyed the parade, 
and that it was a pleasant and fun reminder of the 
importance of all species and the sanctuaries that 
they depend on.

All photos by Mark Larson, except top left courtesy of Rob 
DiPerna (EPIC), and lower right by Morgan Corviday. 



EcoNews   Oct/Nov 2017 www.yournec.org 4

4

Coastal   
   Cleanup Day

A SUnny, SUccessful, Sanctuary for 
All Species parade

Anne Maher
September 16 marked another successful All 

Species Parade! � is festive celebration of all species, 
organized by the NEC, crowded the Arcata plaza with 
wolves, spiders, owls and more as it marched through 
the North Country Fair. � e Trillium Dance Studio 
led the parade as a fl ock of butterfl ies, followed by 
Bandemonium and a youth drumline. � e HSU 
River Otter Citizen Science Project, clad as a romp 
of river otters, walked alongside 350 Humboldt as 
they bobbed a school of salmon overhead. Folks 
from the Arcata Playhouse teetered behind with stilt 
walkers and grand masked puppeteers, and towards 
the back came the Pacifi c Alliance for Indigenous 
and Environmental Action with their Log Walk to 
Heal the Forest. Hundreds of other critters hopped, 
crawled, and slithered alongside to the beat of the 
booming music.

� e theme of this year’s parade was Sanctuary for 
All Species, to promote the importance of our public 
lands and conservation—particularly in the context 
of our current administration’s threats to National 
Monuments and other protected areas. To represent 
that theme, umbrellas were decorated  to represent a 
variety of public lands including Patricks Point State 
Park, Marine Protected Areas, and Yellowstone. � e 
Mountain Lion Federation, the HSU Art Education 
Club, EPIC, and others contributed to decorating 
these beautiful representative sanctuaries. When the 
band gave a special queue, the parade’s species ran for 
protection under their nearest umbrella.

� e weather was warm and welcoming, and 
the streets were were bustling with fair-goers and 
paraders of all ages. Many attendees arrived wearing 
masks made at the NEC’s Parade workshop at the 
Sanctuary earlier in the month, a tradition that we 
hope to continue.

We at the NEC are greatly looking forward to 
planning many future celebrations for all species. 
We heartedly thank the Same Old People, organizers 
of the North Country Fair, for creating the space 
for this wonderful event and helping fund parade 
preparations. Special thanks to 350 Humboldt for 
helping to purchase the umbrellas. And, of course, 
many thanks to everyone who participated and 
donated their time and creativity to make the Parade 
a colorful, joyous experience! 

� e All Species Parade is a unique celebration of 
the biodiversity that we seek to protect, and to spread 
the knowledge that every ant, avian, and animal is 
signifi cant. We hope that you enjoyed the parade, 
and that it was a pleasant and fun reminder of the 
importance of all species and the sanctuaries that 
they depend on.

All photos by Mark Larson, except top left courtesy of Rob 
DiPerna (EPIC), and lower right by Morgan Corviday. 
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Hiking in the Yolla Bolly–Middle Eel Wilderness. Photo: Scott LaMorte. 

Congressman Huff man shares a draft vision for protecting and 
restoring threatened wild lands and streams on federal public lands 

in northwestern California. 

New Draft Wilderness Proposal

Ryan Hansen
California Wilderness Coalition

� e NEC and other conservation groups 
have spent decades fi ghting to restore and defend 
northwestern California’s federal public lands against 
powerful industries seeking to log the forests, mine 
the earth, and fi ll in what remained with paved roads.

� e latest chapter in this historic struggle is 
a happy one: Congressman Jared Huff man has 
released draft legislation known as the Northern 
California Conservation and Recreation Act that 
would establish a massive Special Restoration Area 
and protect threatened wild lands and streams 
on federal public lands in Del Norte, Humboldt, 
Mendocino, and Trinity counties. Congressman 
Huff man has posted a copy of this legislation on his 
website for public review at www.huff man.house.
gov/rep-huff mans-legislation-to-protect-the-north-
coast-s-spectacular-wild-places-and-rivers-0. 
Among other provisions, the draft legislation would:

• Establish an 800,000-acre South Fork Trinity-
Mad River Special Restoration Area in the South 
Fork Trinity River watershed and the Forest Service 
portion of the Mad River watershed in southern 
Trinity and eastern Humboldt counties. Within 

this area, the ecological health of previously 
logged forests will be improved and the danger of 
unnaturally severe fi res will be reduced through a 
careful program of individual tree-cutting, especially 
along roads. Proceeds from the sale of the trees will 
be returned to fund additional restoration in the 
Special Restoration Area, including steps to improve 
habitat for endangered salmon and steelhead trout.

• Protect over 326,000 acres of federal public lands 
as wilderness by expanding nine existing wilderness 
areas and establishing 10 new ones. Wilderness is 
the strongest protection available for certain areas 
of public land under federal law. While camping, 
hunting, fi shing, horseback riding, and other 
recreational activities can continue in these areas, 
logging, mining, the construction of new roads, and 
other development is prohibited. � e following new 
wilderness areas will be protected by the legislation: 
Underwood, Bonanza King, Mad River Buttes, South 
Fork Trinity River, Chinquapin, Headwaters Forest, 
Pattison, Redwood Creek, Black Butte River and 
English Ridge. � e following existing wilderness 
areas will be expanded by the legislation: Siskiyou, 
Trinity Alps, Chanchelulla, Mount Lassic, Yolla 
Bolly-Middle Eel, South Fork Eel, Yuki, Sanhedrin, 
and North Fork Eel. 

Continued on page 19
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The Cape Horn Dam, one of two dams on the Eel River up for relicensing with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
Photo courtesy of Friends of the Eel River. 

Eel River Dams up for Relicensing; 
Removal Best Chance for Fish

Tom Wheeler
EPIC

Humboldt County has released a draft ordinance 
that would regulate future recreational and medical 
cannabis cultivation, processing, distribution, testing, 
and sale, and the necessary draft Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) that examines the potential 
environmental impacts of the ordinance. Describing 
the ordinance and the environmental document in 
a few words is tough—together, all documents total 
over 1,000 pages. Here’s a simplifi ed summary.

� e draft ordinance itself is a respectable piece 
of regulation. Adherence to it would signifi cantly 
reduce the environmental impacts from an individual 
cannabis farm through numerous mandatory 
conservation measures. � e draft ordinance, among 
other things:

• Requires stored water be used to grow plants, 
in most circumstances, and outlaws water trucks.

• Bans all light pollution from cultivation.
• Signifi cantly reduces generator use (banned for 

most operations) and noise.
• Mandates good soil conservation and 

treatment, which in turn will reduce pollution and 
increase soil carbon sequestration. 

In addition to built-in protections, the draft 
EIR identifi ed additional mitigation measures that 
must be adhered to in order to reduce and mitigate 
potentially signifi cant environmental impacts. � ese 
additional mitigation measures signifi cantly “up” the 
level of protection aff orded by the county’s cannabis 
program. (For example, the draft EIR mandates 
surveys for rare and sensitive species and protections 
for their habitat.)

In sum, a cannabis farm that adheres to this 
ordinance is highly unlikely to cause a signifi cant 
environmental eff ect, and, in fact, would cause 
less impacts than virtually any other kind of farm, 
as no other farms are regulated so tightly. � is is 
a good thing.

The problem is that Humboldt County still 
struggles with illegal and unpermitted grows. � e 
destruction in the hills will not be solved by this 
ordinance because so much of the damage is coming 
from black market grow operations—those that 
have refused to participate in any of the nascent 
attempts at regulation. Humboldt will continue to 
suff er environmental harm until there is suffi  cient 
enforcement against those who violate the law. 

EPIC, the NEC, and others question whether 
the county should permit additional new cannabis 
farms when it is already struggling to enforce 
existing regulation.

New Cannabis 
Ordinance: 

Good on Paper!

Scott Greacen
Friends of the Eel River

Every 30 to 50 years, hydropower projects get 
relicensed. Everyone knows that hydroelectric power 
is clean power, dams are good for rivers and fi sh, and 
even old dams never suff er any serious failures. So 
we should keep them all! Right?

Wrong. � e Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC), infamous for its disdain for 
the environmental impacts of the dams it licenses, 
subscribes to the above statements. At Friends of 
the Eel River (FOER), we have always known that we 
couldn’t look to FERC to change the status quo on 
the Eel River. Still, the depth of FERC’s indiff erence 
to its job as a regulatory agency is astonishing. 

� is past April, the Pacifi c Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) fi led initial paperwork to begin 
relicensing the two Eel River dams and diversion 
works known as the Potter Valley Project. When 
FERC issued its scoping document —which identifi es 
key issues and outlines the process for making a 
relicensing determination—the only path forward 
presented was the unsustainable and illegal status 
quo: dam and diversion operations likely to lead to 
the extinction of Eel River steelhead during the next 
license period. 

We should be clear here: dam removal, by itself, 
probably isn’t enough to secure the habitat Eel River 
salmon and steelhead need to survive and begin to 
recover their populations. Dam removal is, however, 

an essential fi rst step, and one that we can and must 
take now. More than 250 stream miles of high-quality 
steelhead habitat are locked behind the impassible 
Scott Dam. Meanwhile, the 12-mile stretch below 
Scott Dam and above Cape Horn Dam operates 
as an ecological trap, with cold-water fl ows from 
the upper dam encouraging salmon and steelhead 
to spawn, but not to migrate downriver in time to 
survive. Instead, juvenile salmon and steelhead feed 
invasive pikeminnow.

We were a bit shocked that FERC refused 
to even consider any alternatives, especially 
decommissioning. Over the summer, we 
asked members of the public to request that 
decommissioning be included as an alternative in 
comments to FERC. 

A lot of people claim to be working for the 
recovery of the Eel River these days. We actually do 
it. Friends of the Eel River put together extensive, 
detailed comments on FERC’s scoping document 
with the help of key fi sheries groups like CalTrout, 
Trout Unlimited, California Sportfi shing Alliance, 
the Pacifi c Coast Federation of Fishermens’ 
Associations (PCFFA), and the Native Fish Society. 
� e Round Valley Tribes and Wiyot Tribe, who have 
claims of still greater legal weight than those we can 
bring on behalf of Eel River fi sheries, have stepped 
up and delivered substantive comments as well. 

As bad as the FERC process has been so far, it’s 
about to get worse. By mid-September, we’ll see a revised 
scoping document... Continued on page 19

Hiking in the Yolla Bolly–Middle Eel Wilderness. Photo: Scott LaMorte. 
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California Wilderness Coalition
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Mad River Special Restoration Area in the South 
Fork Trinity River watershed and the Forest Service 
portion of the Mad River watershed in southern 
Trinity and eastern Humboldt counties. Within 

this area, the ecological health of previously 
logged forests will be improved and the danger of 
unnaturally severe fi res will be reduced through a 
careful program of individual tree-cutting, especially 
along roads. Proceeds from the sale of the trees will 
be returned to fund additional restoration in the 
Special Restoration Area, including steps to improve 
habitat for endangered salmon and steelhead trout.

• Protect over 326,000 acres of federal public lands 
as wilderness by expanding nine existing wilderness 
areas and establishing 10 new ones. Wilderness is 
the strongest protection available for certain areas 
of public land under federal law. While camping, 
hunting, fi shing, horseback riding, and other 
recreational activities can continue in these areas, 
logging, mining, the construction of new roads, and 
other development is prohibited. � e following new 
wilderness areas will be protected by the legislation: 
Underwood, Bonanza King, Mad River Buttes, South 
Fork Trinity River, Chinquapin, Headwaters Forest, 
Pattison, Redwood Creek, Black Butte River and 
English Ridge. � e following existing wilderness 
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Nat Pennington
� e Karuk Tribe has lived along the Klamath 

River since time immemorial. And as long as the 
Tribe has lived along the Klamath, they have relied 
upon the spring-run of Chinook salmon, known 
as “springers.” Now, because of a history of dams, 
logging, and mining, the springers are in danger of 
extinction—and with their extinction, a piece of the 
Karuk Tribe will be lost too. Spring Chinook are a 
fundamental part of Karuk culture and tradition. � e 
return of spring Chinook initiated the beginning of 
the fi rst salmon ceremony followed by a new season 
of harvest and processing of salmon. To stave off  this 
threat, the Karuk Tribe has petitioned the National 
Marine Fisheries Service to list the Upper Klamath 
Basin Spring-Run Chinook as threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).

� e Environmental Protection Information 
Center (EPIC) previously petitioned to list the 
springers, but their petition was denied because the 
National Marine Fisheries Service said that there 
was not enough genetic evidence that the spring-
run Chinook were any diff erent from their relatively 
more abundant fall-run brethren. 

Recent scientifi c evidence shows that the two 
diff erent runs are markedly diff erent—something 
that the Tribe had known and argued all along. A 
study produced by researchers from UC Davis and 
published in the journal Science Advances looked at 
the genetics of spring and fall-run Chinook salmon 
in the Klamath. � e study found that a genetic 
diff erence between spring and fall Chinook in a 
gene called Greb1L plays an important role in fat 
metabolism. 

Leaked Document Confirms 
Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument 

on Chopping Block
Ryan Hansen

California Wilderness Coalition

A leaked document shared by the Wall Street 
Journal confi rms that Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke is seeking to reduce the size of six national 
monuments, including the Cascade-Siskiyou 
National Monument that straddles the Oregon-
California border. 

Secretary Zinke’s recommendations were 
made in response to President Trump’s April 2017 
Executive Order, instructing Zinke to “review” 27 
national monuments, about half of the national 
monuments that have been designated since 1994. 
� ese public lands were designated as national 
monuments under the 1906 Antiquities Act, which 
gives presidents the authority to designate federal 
public lands as national monuments to protect 
important natural and cultural features and values. 

� e Trump Administration put seven California 
national monuments under review: Berryessa-Snow 
Mountain, Carrizo Plain, Giant Sequoia, Mojave 
Trails, Sand to Snow, San Gabriel Mountains, 
and Cascade-Siskiyou. While conservationists are 

cautiously optimistic that the leaked document 
means that all but Cascade-Siskiyou are spared 
in California, nothing is certain with the Trump 
administration. � e other national monuments 
threatened according to the leaked document from 
the Wall Street Journal include:

• Bears Ear National Monument in Utah
• Gold Butte National Monument in Nevada
• Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
in Utah
• Katahdin Woods and Waters National 
Monument in Maine
• Northeast Canyons and Seamounts National 
Monument in the Atlantic Ocean
• Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument in New Mexico
• Pacifi c Remote Islands Marine National 
Monument in the Pacifi c Ocean west of Hawaii
• Rio Grande Del Norte National Monument in 
New Mexico
• Rose Atoll Marine National Monument in the 
Pacifi c Ocean

In California, regions where diff erent mountain 
ranges come together tend to have a great diversity 
of plant and wildlife species. � ese places also 
serve as critical wildlife migration paths. One such 
ecological hot spot is just east of Interstate 5 in 
extreme Northern California and Southern Oregon 
where the Siskiyou Mountains, Cascade Range and 
Modoc Plateau come together. In 2000, President Bill 
Clinton established the Cascade Siskiyou National 
Monument (CSNM) to protect some of the public 
lands in this unique region. As a result, the CSNM 
became the fi rst monument set aside in the US solely 
for the preservation of biological diversity. In 2016, 
President Obama doubled the size of the CSNM, 
including several thousand acres in California just 
north of the Klamath River. 

Conservationists will continue to fi ght to protect 
the CSNM and the other threatened terrestrial and 
marine monuments from the Trump administration 
and its allies in Congress.

Continued on page 9
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areas has never before been a partisan issue. In the past 
decade, Presidents Barack Obama and George W. Bush 
declared several ocean areas protected due to their 
signifi cant and unique historical, cultural, scientifi c, 
ecological, economical, and recreational signifi cance.

Former Congresswoman Lynn Woosley 
explained the long process it took to establish marine 
sanctuaries throughout her 20-year congressional 
career.  She fi nished her heart-felt speech at the 
forum stating, “Now, President Trump is threatening 
our work after a 45-day review, and I am telling you, 
we will not let that happen.” 

“By not allowing oil and gas drilling within their 
boundaries, our marine sanctuaries have retained 
and enhanced economic opportunity for commercial 
fi shermen to the tune of billions of dollars,” stated 
Oppenheim. 

Senator Mike McGuire highlighted the thriving 
coastal economy, stating “� e California coast is a 
world wonder—150 billion visitors from across the 
globe visit the coast every year. Our coastal economy 
is one of our largest economic drivers, it’s worth $44 
billion per year.” He closed his with “Make no mistake, 
California will fi ght from the halls of congress, to 
the halls of our state capitol, into the courtroom, to 
block any shortsighted proposal to sell off  our shore 
to the highest bidder.” 

Congresswoman Pelosi called marine sanctuaries 
“irreplaceable treasures,” and urged people call their 
representatives and voice their support, especially 
those living in districts represented by Republicans.

At the local level, Mendocino, Sonoma, Marin, 
and Humboldt Counties have all adopted resolutions 
supporting current national marine sanctuary 
designations and opposing any weakening of 
protections. As the Humboldt County resolution 
notes, Humboldt County “has long supported the 
protection of vital....coastal resources, tourism, fi shing 
and mariculture cultivation industries, and stands with 
other coastal counties in their eff orts to protect these 
very pristine coastal waters.”

Delia Bense-Kang
NEC MPA Coordinator

On Wednesday, August 23, Congressman Jared 
Huff man convened a Congressional Forum on Federal 
Ocean Protections, in response to Trump’s attempt 
to undo existing protections on marine sanctuaries 
and monuments and open up California’s off shore 
waters to new oil drilling. “� ere should have been 
congressional hearings and extensive public comment 
on his attempt to reverse public protections for these 
special places. Unfortunately there was none,” stated 
Huff man in his opening remarks during the forum. 
“We are taking matters into our own hands today, so 
the people can be heard,” he said. 

� e forum featured an esteemed panel of 
lawmakers, scientists, and business leaders, including 
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi, Congresswoman 
Jackie Speier, former Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey, 
Sen. Mike McGuire, Patagonia Social Ambassador 
Scott Briscoe, Oceana’s California campaign director 
Geoff  Shester, Marine Mammal Center senior 
scientist Frances Gulland, Pacifi c Coast Federation 
of Fishermen’s Association executive director Noah 
Oppenhein and Aquarium of the Bay coast and 
ocean program director Brian Baird.  Despite it being 
midmorning and a weekday, several hundred members 
of the public fi lled the room to show support. 

Back in April, the Trump Administration released 
Executive Order 13795, a review of all designations 
and expansions of National Marine Sanctuaries and 
Marine National Monuments since 2007. � e move 
was part of the Trump administration’s “America-
First Off shore Energy Strategy.” � e notice did not 
come as a surprise, but it detailed for the fi rst time 
which ocean areas would be aff ected and triggered 
immediate pushback.  Among areas at risk are four 
treasured areas off  the California coast: � e Channel 
Islands, Monterey Bay, Cordell Bank, and Greater 
Farallones National Marine Sanctuaries. 

� is is the fi rst time a president has ever called 
for the rollback of protected areas. Protecting these 

The Congressional Forum on Federal Ocean Protections featured an esteemed panel of lawmakers, scientists, and business leaders. 
Photo: Delia Bense-Kang. 

Continued on page 20

Forum on Ocean Protection Vows to 
Fight Proposed Rollbacks

Press Release
Sierra Club

� e California Assembly adjourned on 
September 16 without taking up for a vote Senate 
Bill 100, a bill designed to get California to 100 
percent clean energy by 2045. SB 100 would have 
accelerated the state’s existing goals for transitioning 
to renewable energy and would have set a 2045 goal 
for all retail electricity in the state to be created 
without greenhouse gas pollution.

 � e Assembly Energy and Utilities Chair, Chris 
Holden, said on � ursday that the bill did not have 
enough votes to get out of his committee—necessary 
before being considered for a vote on the Assembly 
fl oor. Holden committed to continuing to work with 
the author on the bill to resolve issues raised by a 
labor lobbyist who helped block the bill.  

 Environmental, labor, justice and educational 
organizations across the states had long advocated 
for California to set a goal of moving to 100 percent 
clean energy, building on the state’s existing clean 
energy and climate leadership. Roughly 50 elected 
offi  cials, dozens of businesses, and thousands of 
local California constituents supported and actively 
advocated for California to become the largest global 
economy to move to 100 percent clean energy. � e 
Sierra Club alone counted more than 15,000 instances 
of  direct outreach to Assembly members from the 
public through calls, social media, petitions and 
other engagement methods. Meanwhile, a variety of 
recently released reports  demonstrated that setting 
strong clean energy commitments is already creating 
jobs in California communities and that the clean 
energy sector is attracting more diverse workers 
when compared with other energy sectors.

 While supporters of the bill were disappointed, 
communities and advocates across California 
are more committed than ever to seeing a strong 
commitment to 100 percent clean energy approved 
during next year’s legislative session.

California Assembly 
Fails To Pass 100% 
Clean Energy Bill
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Nancy Stevens
Vice-President, Same Old People (North Country Fair)

� e 44th Annual North Country Fair had 
another successful event on September 16 & 17 on 
the Arcata Plaza.  � e Board of Directors (aka � e 
Same Old People) have always strived to make the 
North Country Fair a landmark sustainable event in 
Humboldt County and beyond. In 2011, the North 
Country Fair signed a Zero Waste Pledge to make 
signifi cant steps for the Fair to become a Zero 
Waste event.  � e Fair partnered with Zero Waste 
Humboldt and started to make strides with both the 
vendors and the attendees towards an increasingly 
sustainable event.

� is year was no exception. Many thanks go 
to the eight food booths who all complied with the 
strict zero waste requirements. � is is the second 
year that we’ve partnered with � e Local Worm Guy 
(www.LocalWormGuy.com), but this year Lloyd and 
Stacey were on site to help us sort materials in the 
most effi  cient manner for worms to digest. We feel 
incredibly fortunate for this partnership and thankful 
for the ability for our compost to be taken locally.  

We also noticed an increase of folks who 
brought their own cup for beer and water this year!  
� ank you! Just the simple eff ort of bringing your 
own makes a big diff erence! We hope that this trend 
will continue to grow. Weight totals are not yet in 
but the trend is clear—we’re seeing more compost 
and less landfi ll!

If you were at the fair, you likely saw our team of 
amazing volunteers in bright yellow vests standing at 
each of the corners or navigating the crowds pushing 
dollies of bags...

meant to be a refl ection of what their constituents 
want, then maybe the problem is that we, their 
constituents, aren’t as well-informed, politically 
engaged, and civil as we ought to be.

If you believe that Congress is prioritizing 
corporate interests over the public interest, the best 
remedy is to take action yourself. Make your voice 
heard if you don’t want a representative that takes 
money from corporations. � e Congresswoman  I 
worked for this summer..

Meredith Garrett
I was born and raised in Southern 

California. I moved to Humboldt more 
than four years ago to pursue a degree in 
environmental policy at Humboldt State 
University, where I will be graduating this 
fall. A few years ago, I was able to intern at 
the Northcoast Environmental Center doing 
legislative analysis. For years now, I have had 
big dreams of working on environmental 
policy in the hopes of making communities 
across the nation safer and more 
enjoyable places. 

� is summer, I had the honor of interning 
on Capitol Hill through the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute. I got a glance 
at the policy-making process from inside a 
congressional offi  ce, shadowing a staff er on 
environmental policy—something that very 
few people will ever get to do during their 
lifetime. I arrived in D.C. hoping to line up 
a job for myself on the Hill. However, after 
working there for a short two months, I 
realized that D.C. was not actually where I 
wanted to work.

Like many folks, I often fi nd myself 
frustrated with Congress. It either feels like 
they’re not getting anything done or they’re 
moving in the wrong direction. Congress 
was created to be the branch of government 
that most directly represents the people. 
However, polls show that Congress’s 
disapproval ratings average at about 72 percent. I 
thought a lot about this as I worked on the Hill and I 
now see this issue in a diff erent light.

My experience in D.C. confi rmed that Congress 
is broken in many ways. Two of the primary issues 
in Congress are that corporate interests are often 
prioritized over public interests, and that the current 
political arena is more polarized than ever. 

Members of Congress are only soundboards 
for their constituents. If Members of Congress are 

Meredith Garrett speaks wth the California  2nd District  Congressman  
Jared Huff man.  Photo courtesy of Meredith Garrett.
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Spring Chinook
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Trump/Zinke Seek 
to Open Public 

Lands to Extraction
Dan Sealy

Director’s Orders (DO‘s) are the National Park 
Service’s  law-based public policies that guide the actions 
and priorities of managing national park lands for future 
generations. DO 100 was written as a foundational 
statement of purpose.  � e title, DO 100, refers to 
the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service, 
and represented current and emerging challenges in 
managing parks in the Service’s second century.

DO 100 was initiated in the moderate conservative 
administration of George W. Bush and was based 
upon recommendations from the independent 
Science Committee of the National Park System 
Advisory Board in 2012. DO 100 identifi es climate 
change, biodiversity loss, invasive species, land use 
changes, and pollution as primary issues that require 
comprehensive, science-based management responses 
to ensure that the parks’ irreplaceable natural and 
cultural treasures are preserved “unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations.” 

On August 16, the Trump Administration 
simply rescinded the newly adopted DO 100 with no 
replacement and no new vision to replace it.

Meanwhile, a recently-leaked document 
from Interior Secretary Zinke  labeled  “Draft 
Deliberative—Not for Distribution” itemizes 
proposed  reductions in ten National Monuments, 
on land and at sea (See page 7 for more info). 

Zinke’s recommendations welcome logging, 
commercial activities, and new energy exploration 
on public lands, referring to extraction of resources 
such as grazing, logging, coal mining and commercial 
fi shing—which are restricted within most Monument 
boundaries—as “traditional uses.”

“No other administration has gone this far,” said 
Kristen Brengel, vice president of government aff airs 
for the National Parks Conservation Association.   
“� is law was intended to protect places from 
development, not promote damaging natural and 
cultural resources.”

Spring Chinook are able to put on about 30 
percent more body fat than fall Chinook. � is makes 
sense to Karuk Councilman Josh Saxon. “We can 
taste the diff erence. � ey enter the river full of body 
fat which is why they taste so good.” 

“We have known all along that fall Chinook and 
spring Chinook, or ishyaat, are a distinct species,” 
says Leaf Hillman, Director of the Karuk Natural 
Resources Department. “It’s about time western 
science catches up to traditional wisdom since that’s 
what is needed to make the policy changes necessary 
to save this part of our culture.”

Although the diff erence in DNA is small, the 
implications are large, explains Craig Tucker, Ph.D., 
Policy Advocate for the Karuk Tribe. “� e research 
shows that the diff erence between spring and fall-
run Chinook is a small change in a single gene. 
� is change has occurred only once in Chinook’s 
evolutionary history which means that if we lose 
spring Chinook, we can’t expect them to re-appear 
for millions of years.”

Springers are in obvious trouble. Every spring, 
volunteers survey the entire Salmon River and 
its tributaries in a single day to count returning 
springers. � ere was one problem this year: there 
were no fi sh to see. “We took fi lm crews to survey 
a reach that included the ‘Fish Bowl’ to document 
the dives and get some footage of springers,” said 
Amber Shelton, Conservation Advocate at EPIC. 
“But the springers weren’t there and the cameramen 
were unable to capture a single glimpse of them on 
fi lm.” Historically, hundreds of thousands of spring 
Chinook traveled through Karuk territory along the 
middle Klamath.

� e Karuk Tribe views ESA listing as a last 
resort. � ey are hopeful that the listing will help 
ensure that springers will still be around to help 
feed the Tribe for countless generations through 
additional protections aff orded by the ESA and 
the creation of a recovery plan. Help is on the way. 
� e Tribe is also anxiously waiting for 2020, when 
removal of four major dams on the Klamath River 
is set to begin.  (See more about spring Chinook in 
the Creature Feater, page 21.)

As Nation Reels 
from Disasters, 300+ 

Groups Endorse 
Sweeping Climate Bill

Jessica Corbett
Excerpt from article originally published online at 

CommonDreams.org

In the wake of massive storms that scientists 
agree were made much worse by global warming, 
more than 300 national, state, and local 
groups have endorsed the OFF Act, proposed 
legislation that’s been called “the strongest 
climate bill ever.”

� e Off  Fossil Fuels for a Better Future Act, 
or OFF Act, was introduced in September by Rep. 
Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI), who said the proposal “paves 
the way for the United States to replace fossil fuels 
with 100 percent clean energy generation and 
use by 2035.”

� e coalition backing the legislation sent a joint 
letter to lawmakers explaining why the bill is more 
necessary than ever. “We are in a climate emergency. 
� e threat of climate chaos from global warming 
is real, and the evidence continues to mount,” the 
groups stated. “� e OFF Act will stop fossil fuel 
projects, create tens of thousands of new jobs while 
transforming our energy economy, begin to address 
environmental injustices, and put us on the path 
towards the national mobilization necessary to 
address the climate crisis.”

� e bill calls for a moratorium on new fossil 
fuel projects; ends fossil fuel subsidies and directs 
those funds instead to the clean energy transition; 
funds weatherization for low-income communities; 
extends tax credits for wind and solar; bans crude oil 
and LNG exports; and supports workers impacted 
by the transition to cleaner energy.

� e bill’s co-sponsors include Democratic Reps. 
Jamie Raskin (MD), Barbara Lee (CA), Nanette 
Barragán (CA), Ted Lieu (CA), Jan Schakowsky (IL), 
and Keith Ellison (MN).
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Nancy Stevens
Vice-President, Same Old People (North Country Fair)

� e 44th Annual North Country Fair had 
another successful event on September 16 & 17 on 
the Arcata Plaza.  � e Board of Directors (aka � e 
Same Old People) have always strived to make the 
North Country Fair a landmark sustainable event in 
Humboldt County and beyond. In 2011, the North 
Country Fair signed a Zero Waste Pledge to make 
signifi cant steps for the Fair to become a Zero 
Waste event.  � e Fair partnered with Zero Waste 
Humboldt and started to make strides with both the 
vendors and the attendees towards an increasingly 
sustainable event.

� is year was no exception. Many thanks go 
to the eight food booths who all complied with the 
strict zero waste requirements. � is is the second 
year that we’ve partnered with � e Local Worm Guy 
(www.LocalWormGuy.com), but this year Lloyd and 
Stacey were on site to help us sort materials in the 
most effi  cient manner for worms to digest. We feel 
incredibly fortunate for this partnership and thankful 
for the ability for our compost to be taken locally.  

We also noticed an increase of folks who 
brought their own cup for beer and water this year!  
� ank you! Just the simple eff ort of bringing your 
own makes a big diff erence! We hope that this trend 
will continue to grow. Weight totals are not yet in 
but the trend is clear—we’re seeing more compost 
and less landfi ll!

If you were at the fair, you likely saw our team of 
amazing volunteers in bright yellow vests standing at 
each of the corners or navigating the crowds pushing 
dollies of bags...

meant to be a refl ection of what their constituents 
want, then maybe the problem is that we, their 
constituents, aren’t as well-informed, politically 
engaged, and civil as we ought to be.

If you believe that Congress is prioritizing 
corporate interests over the public interest, the best 
remedy is to take action yourself. Make your voice 
heard if you don’t want a representative that takes 
money from corporations. � e Congresswoman  I 
worked for this summer..

Meredith Garrett
I was born and raised in Southern 

California. I moved to Humboldt more 
than four years ago to pursue a degree in 
environmental policy at Humboldt State 
University, where I will be graduating this 
fall. A few years ago, I was able to intern at 
the Northcoast Environmental Center doing 
legislative analysis. For years now, I have had 
big dreams of working on environmental 
policy in the hopes of making communities 
across the nation safer and more 
enjoyable places. 

� is summer, I had the honor of interning 
on Capitol Hill through the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute. I got a glance 
at the policy-making process from inside a 
congressional offi  ce, shadowing a staff er on 
environmental policy—something that very 
few people will ever get to do during their 
lifetime. I arrived in D.C. hoping to line up 
a job for myself on the Hill. However, after 
working there for a short two months, I 
realized that D.C. was not actually where I 
wanted to work.

Like many folks, I often fi nd myself 
frustrated with Congress. It either feels like 
they’re not getting anything done or they’re 
moving in the wrong direction. Congress 
was created to be the branch of government 
that most directly represents the people. 
However, polls show that Congress’s 
disapproval ratings average at about 72 percent. I 
thought a lot about this as I worked on the Hill and I 
now see this issue in a diff erent light.

My experience in D.C. confi rmed that Congress 
is broken in many ways. Two of the primary issues 
in Congress are that corporate interests are often 
prioritized over public interests, and that the current 
political arena is more polarized than ever. 

Members of Congress are only soundboards 
for their constituents. If Members of Congress are 

Meredith Garrett speaks wth the California  2nd District  Congressman  
Jared Huff man.  Photo courtesy of Meredith Garrett.
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Fair Waste
Continued � om page  10

The Hambro THP Sitka spruce forest with marina in the foreground. Photo courtesy 
of Friends of Del Norte. 

Unique Crescent City Sitka Grove 
Threatened by Logging

Eileen Cooper
Friends of Del Norte

A proposed Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP) in Del Norte County 
threatens to devalue—if not 
destroy—a sensitive and unique 
grove of coastal Sitka spruce 
that graces the scenic gateway at 
Crescent City’s expansive South 
Beach and Harbor. � e THP 1-17-
034-DEL “Hambro” proposes 
to harvest and substantially 
degrade the ecological value of 44 
acres of a mature unique coastal 
grove of Sitka spruce that has 
been designated as a special and 
unique area by the California 
Coastal Commission. � is Coastal 
Special Treatment Area, or STA, calls for special 
management considerations to conserve the scenic 
beauty and unique biological values of the grove.

� e Hambro THP Sitka spruce stand is 120 
years old, with very large trees—including some 
structurally-complex trees. Based on standardized 
forest classifi cation methods, the Hambro THP 
stand represents a near-climax successional stage, 
and meets the Forest Practice Rules criteria for 
designation as a Late Successional Forest. 

� e tree roots of Sitka spruce are very shallow and 
are interconnected for strength. � is, combined with 
the low elevation wetland habitat, makes this stand 
particularly vulnerable to windthrow. According to 
California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), harvest would 
reduce the canopy to below a level that sustains 
the continuance of the forest. CDFW states it 
“appears unlikely that the stand would remain a Late 
Successional Forest Stand following the fi rst winter 
storms post-harvest.”

� e Hambro THP is integral to an adjacent 
State-administered wildlife area. � is rare Buckbean 
marsh known as “Crescent City Marsh” is found 
nowhere else on the coast. Twelve rare plants, 
including endangered western lilies, grow there. Bald 

eagles and osprey frequent the grove. � e streams 
are home to endangered salmonids, tidewater goby, 
and numerous frogs. Because of these outstanding 
biological values, California resource agencies 
support acquisition of this grove. Hambro Forest 
Products is liquidating their assets, and wants cash 
now, as they are no longer in the timber business. 
Time is of the essence, and the resource agencies 
need to act now.   

� ere are also important economic and safety 
issues at stake for Del Norte County. � e tall trees act 
as a wind break for outstanding surfi ng and enjoyable 
recreation, and they protect critical infrastructure 
such as the Del Norte Solid Waste Transfer Station—as 
well as surrounding homes—from a direct hit during 
the impending predicted big Cascadia Tsunami. We 
must save these titans from the ax. � ey are more 
valuable to the County standing. 

Please send a comment to support acquisition 
and oppose Timber Harvest Plan 1-17-034-DEL 
by e-mail to santarosapubliccomment@fi re.ca.gov.  
EPIC is working cooperatively with Friends of Del 
Norte County to raise public awareness and interest 
in protecting this unique coastal Sitka Spruce stand, 
at risk from logging degradation.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
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Have you heard about the NEC’s newest program? 
Adopt-A-Block is a great way to get involved with 

your local community and help keep our streets and 
watersheds free of pollution. Look for this sticker 

around town to identify participating businesses or 
individuals. Check out the NEC’s website for more 

details on how to get involved with Adopt-A-Block!
www.yournec.org/adoptablock

...of materials headed for fi nal sorting into 
compost, recyclables, or landfi ll. Many thanks to all 
of the volunteers who were part of our team—we had 
a great group this year!  It really takes a large number 
of volunteers to work at each of the stations that are 
set out around the plaza to presort materials as they 
are disposed of.  If you, your family, and/or your 
business want to work with us in the future, please 
email NCFZeroWasteCrew@gmail.com.  We’d love 
to have you!  

Other special thanks goes to Emma Held, who 
coordinated this year’s Zero Waste eff ort, � e Worm 
Guy and his worms for breaking down our compost 
into soil, Statewide Barricade for the bike racks, 
Pacifi c Outfi tters for creating space for bike parking, 
and Arcata Mainstreet and Zero Waste Humboldt 
for the use of materials. See you next year!

Some of the 2017 North Country Fair Zero Waste Crew. 

Rob DiPerna
In the waning months of the Campaign to Save 

Headwaters Forest, prior to the consummation of 
the March 1, 1999 Headwaters Forest Agreement—
known among environmental activists of the time 
as “� e Deal”—tensions between Pacifi c Lumber 
Company (PALCO) loggers, private security, and 
Earth First! forest defenders using their bodies to slow 
the logging of the old-growth redwoods were on a 
knife’s edge. Over a decade of tension and confl ict—
punctuated by events like the Owl Creek Massacre; 
the massive non-violent civil disobedience actions 
of September 1995, 1996, and 1997; and the violent 
use of Q-tips swabbed with pepper-spray in the eyes 
of immobilized Earth First! protesters by Humboldt 
County Sheriff s Offi  ce—had created a powder-keg 
waiting only for a spark to ignite and fully explode.

� at spark was eventually generated by a face-
to-face confl ict between timber fallers and Earth 
First! forest defenders. On September 17, 1998, 
David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain was killed when 
irate Pacifi c Lumber Company timber faller, A.E. 
Ammons, cut and felled a tree directly at a group 
of Earth First! forest defenders on a logging site 
above Grizzly Creek, adjacent to Grizzly Creek 
Redwoods State Park. 

Although video tape footage recorded by 
Earth First! forest defenders clearly showed the 
angry A.E. Ammons verbally threatening to kill the 
forest defenders, then-Humboldt County District 
Attorney, Terry Farmer, refused to bring charges 
against the Pacifi c Lumber Company timber faller, 
threatening to fi le manslaughter charges against the 
forest defenders instead. 

Soon after Gypsy’s death, it was revealed that 
the California Department of Forestry & Fire 
Protection had charged Pacifi c Lumber with at least 
250 violations of the California Forest Practice Act 
between 1995 and 1997. � ese violations continued 
to accumulate in 1998, and in November of that year, 
Pacifi c Lumber became the fi rst company ever to lose 
its logging license in California. Within less than six 
months, the Headwaters Forest Agreement between 
Charles Hurwitz’s MAXXAM Corporation and its 
subsidiary Pacifi c Lumber Company, and the State 
and Federal governments was signed, sealed, and 
delivered, transferring what is now the 7,500-acre 
Headwaters Forest Reserve into public ownership for 
the price tag of $480 million. 

To the surprise of no one, the MAXXAM 
Corporation eventually ran Pacifi c Lumber into 
the ground, and by 2008, PALCO had fi led for 
bankruptcy, marking the close of nearly two decades 
of protests and confl ict between environmentalists 
and the company. 

Kin to the Earth:  David Nathan "Gypsy" Chain

Gypsy, only 24 years old, had found his way to 
the California redwoods all the way from Texas, and 
like so many of us, was captivated by the majesty of 
the redwood forest but heartbroken by its ongoing 
destruction. � e hillsides above Grizzly Creek where 
Gypsy was killed were an important connectivity 
corridor and buff er between Grizzly Creek Redwoods 
State Park, and old-growth redwood on then-Pacifi c 
Lumber Company property that has since been 
acquired by the State and added to the park. Like 
so many of the places at risk in the MAXXAM-
era old-growth liquidation logging days at Pacifi c 
Lumber, Grizzly Creek was a lesser-known and out-
of-the-way place that remained on the chopping 
block until an option for purchase was included in 
the Headwaters Forest Agreement by the California 
State Legislature at the eleventh hour. 

September 17, 2017, commemorated the 19-
year anniversary of Gypsy’s death. March 1, 2017, 
marked the 18-year anniversary of the creation of 

David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain,  traversing platforms in a redwood treesit.  Photo: Earth First! Media Center. 

the Headwaters Forest Reserve. On September 17, 
EPIC sponsored and led a hike into what is now the 
Headwaters Forest Reserve on the Salmon Pass Trail, 
accessed via the Newburg Gate in Fortuna, once the 
site of massive demonstrations against the destruction 
of Headwaters, in honor of the memory of David 
Nathan “Gypsy” Chain. Seventeen local citizens joined 
the three-mile loop hike, which includes a traverse 
through a patch of remaining old-growth redwood 
now spared from the destructive MAXXAM-era 
Pacifi c Lumber Company chainsaws, but many of 
which still bear the scar of the blue-paint-stripe mark 
that signifi ed the loggers’ intent to cut. 

� anks to David Nathan “Gypsy” Chain and the 
thousands of others who came to northern California 
from all over the country and the world to protest 
the destruction of the last remaining old-growth 
redwoods on private lands, there today stands a 
Headwaters Forest Reserve, inside which stand many 
trees that would have otherwise surely fallen. 

Remembering

Invest in the Future
Join the NEC’s Monthly 
Giving Program
For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918For more information, call the NEC at 707-822-6918
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Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
These are our famous, rain-or-shine, docent-led �ield trips 
at the Marsh. Bring your binocular(s) and have a great 
morning birding! Meet in the parking lot at the end of 
South I Street (Klopp Lake) in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips 
end around 11 a.m. October 7: Larry Karsteadt; October 
14: Cédric Duhalde; October 21: Cindy Moyer; October 28: 
Alexa DeJoannis. 

For some of our more far reaching trips we would 
like to suggest donating gas money to drivers on �ield 
trips. A good rule of thumb is $5 per ½ hour drive 
time to �ield trip destination.

Sunday, October 8: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. This is a wonderful, 2- to 3-hour trip for people 
wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt Bay area. It 
takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on enjoying the 
birds! Beginners are more than welcome. Meet at the 
Refuge Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Call Jude Power (707-822-
3613) for more information.

Saturday, October 14: Willow Creek Birdwalk. Meet 
at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting 
at 9 a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our 

destination; carpooling available. This month we 
will be traveling to the coast in celebration of 
migration! Contact Melissa to join us on the coast. We 
will be birding Humboldt Bay in search of shore and 
pelagic birds; local experts will help co-lead the walk. 
All ages, abilities, and interest levels welcome! For 
more information, please contact Melissa Dougherty 
at 530-859-1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@
gmail.com.

Saturday, October 14: Southern Humboldt 
Community Park. All ages and experience levels are 
encouraged to participate on this easy, 2- to 3-hour walk. 
Binoculars are not provided (but often shared!). Water 
and a hat with a brim are recommended. We will 
park for our walk at the main entrance (near the 
playground) on Sprowl Creek Road at 9 a.m. If you 
arrive late, we will be heading west past the farmhouse, 
after possibly checking out the river �irst. No dogs, 
please. For more information please call 707-943-9786. 
David Fix will lead.

Sunday, October 15: Eureka Waterfront. Meet at 9 
a.m. at the foot of W. Del Norte St., where we will scope 
for birds o�  the public dock until everyone assembles. 

We will then drive to the base of the Hikshari’ Trail at 
Truesdale Street and bird along the trail to the Elk River 
Wildlife Sanctuary. Leader: Ralph Bucher (707-499-1247;  
thebook@reninet.com).

Sunday, October 29: College of the Redwoods. The 
College campus offers a variety of habitats: shrub 
hedges, �ields, forests, marsh, and pond. We are likely to 
see and hear migrating songbirds, soaring hawks, and 
wetlands-loving birds. Meet at 9 a.m. at the �lagpole in 
front of Administration. Parking is free on weekends! 
Led by Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Saturday, November 4: Coastal Lagoon Trail, Lake 
Earl Wildlife Area. Ken Burton will lead a walk through 
�ields and forest to the lagoon for a variety of raptors, 
songbirds, and waterfowl. Time permitting, we will visit 
other nearby sites along Lake Earl’s eastern shore. Meet 
at the trailhead, on Lake Earl Dr. just north of Audree Ln., 
at 9 a.m. for this half-day, rain-or-shine outing.

Annual Banquet
Saturday, February 28TH

The programs start at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., Arcata. 

Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and please come fragrance-free.

[continued next page]
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The California Naturalist program was created by the 
University of California to promote environmental 
stewardship, volunteerism, citizen science, and science 
education.  It is offered at partnering institutions across 
the state but most are private or non-profi t organizations; 
few are colleges.  This is ironic: most biologists will attest 
to the fundamental role of natural history in biological 
research, yet rarely do colleges offer a natural history 
course. College of the Redwoods has offered a course 
in California Natural History for decades and is in its 
second year of offering California Naturalist certifi cation 
in association with the course.  The talk will examine 
the state of natural history education today, what the 
California Naturalist program looks like at College of the 
Redwoods and will highlight specifi c examples of student 
capstone projects for the course.  Karen Reiss, Professor 
of Biology at the College of the Redwoods, will present.

Teaching Natural History Today: 
THE CALIFORNIA NATURALIST PROGRAM

AT COLLEGE OF THE REDWOODSNew Zealander photographers and tour guides Detlef 
and Carol Davies will present a fantastic talk featuring 
the colorful birds of a relatively little-known part of Peru. 
They will describe the unusual diversity to be found 
along the ‘Birding Route’ which spans all the different 
habitats from the Amazon’s tributaries in the east to the 

coastal marshes and 
dry mountain scrub in 
the west, and travels 
along the mighty 
Andes Mountain 
Range at over 11,000 
feet. The talk will 
include photos of 
many unique regional 
species found along 
the route.

The North Peru
Birding Route

Marvellous SpatuletailYellow-scarfed Tanager
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Thinking of Joining the 
National Audubon Society?

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in your 
membership on this form, rather than replying to solicita-
tions from National Audubon, $20 is sent directly to RRAS. 
This is how NAS rewards local chapters for recruiting
national members. (Otherwise, the RRAS dues share per 
new member is only a couple of dollars.) Thank you.

Chapter Membership Application
Yes, I’d like to join.
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed. (Introductory offer)
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________________________________
STATE_________ZIP_________________________________
email _____________________________________________
Local Chapter Code:  C24   
Please make checks to the National Audubon Society.

Send this application and your check to:
 National Audubon Society
 P.O. Box 422250
 Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

           ----------LOCAL CHAPTER----------      
REdWOOD REGION AUDUBON SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1054, EUREKA, CA 95502

By Hal Genger President’s Column
Fall is upon us and the fall bird migration in in full swing! 
I hope everyone is able to get out, view nature, and prac-
tice identifying birds in their winter plumage. Now is the 
time to prepare for the Christmas Bird Counts. 
 We are in the process of developing the ballot for 
the 2018 RRAS Board elections. Upcoming positions will 
be the President, Vice President, Secretary, and a director 
or two. Let me (or any board member) know if you are 
interested in any of these positions. Your service would be 
greatly appreciated.  
 Conservation issues are ongoing. Drop by the 
monthly conservation committee meeting to learn about 

unregulated marijuana grows, regulation of the aquaculture 
industry, bird-friendly areas, and more. Please contact Jim 
Clark, or better yet, attend our Conservation Committee 
meetings held the second Thursday of the month at noon 
at Rita’s  Margaritas and Mexican Grill, 1111 Fifth Street 
in Eureka. Tell us how much time you can commit (one 
hour per month or more) and what you would like to be 
involved with. Your service, large or small, is needed.

What is Citizen Science and how can you participate? A 
good way to learn is by example and that’s why we are 
featuring a few local projects. To kick off the activities, 
join us on Friday, October 13, from 7 to 8 p.m. for an 
overview of the North Coast Chapter of the Seabird 
Protection Network’s Trinidad Seabird Citizen Science 
Project by Humboldt State University professor Dan 
Barton and BLM Arcata Field Office seasonal seabird 
biologist Shannon Murphy. They will share their citizen 
science monitoring effort for seabirds of the Trinidad 
California Coastal National Monument. Learn how this 
project contributes to North Coast seabird conservation, 
why that is important, and what you can do.

 On Saturday, October 14, from 1 to 4 p.m. a 
Citizen Science Fair will include informative displays, 
demonstrations, activities, and games for all ages and 
levels of interest. Learn about Project FeederWatch, eBird, 
and other phenology projects that incorporate citizen 
observations of plants and animals to generate long-term 
data sets used for scientific discovery and decision-making. 
Meet both days at the Richard J. Guadagno Headquarters 
and Visitor Center, 1020 Ranch Road in Loleta. 
 For more information, call 707-777-5406 
or visit www.fws.gov/refuge/humboldt_bay/ 

The RRAS greatly appreciates volunteers. In fact, we are 
an entirely volunteer-run organization!
   Please join us for our Annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Celebration on Friday, October 27, from 6 
to 8 p.m., at the Humboldt Area Foundation, Emmerson 
Room, 363 Indianola Road, Bayside. All of you who 
donated time to our chapter in the past year are cordially 

invited. RRAS will furnish a selection of hot dishes, 
salads, beverages, and desserts. Feel free to bring a food 
item or beverage to share! Keeping with the tradition 
and the upcoming holiday, you are welcome to wear a 
special hat or costume. Please RSVP with your choice 
of beverage and number in your party by October 23 to 
Denise at daseeger@gmail.com or 707-444-2399.

Thank You, Volunteers!

Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week 
at Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge’s 

Citizen Science Fair on October 13 & 14

Saturday, November 4: Bear River Ridge. Tour the 
open prairies and forest edges in search of Rough-legged 
Hawks, Golden Eagles, Horned Larks, and bluebirds. 
Dress in layers and expect to return between 1 and 2 
p.m. Meet across from the Fernbridge Market at 8:30 
a.m. Keith Slauson (707-845-7779) will lead. 

Saturday, November 11: Southern Humboldt 
Community Park. See October 14. Jay Sooter and Ann 
Constantino will lead. 

Sunday, November 12: Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge. See October 8.

Saturday, November 18: Willow Creek Birdwalk. Meet 
at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting 
at 9 a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our 
destination; carpooling available. This month is Bring-
a-Kid Birding Day. In an effort to encourage youth of 
all ages to get outside, we’ll be doing a kid-friendly walk 
this month. I have a limited number of kid binoculars 
to share. Come on out and help support our young 
birders in the making! Walks generally run 2-3 hours. 
All ages, abilities and interest levels welcome! For more 
information, please contact Melissa Dougherty at 530-
859-1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@gmail.com.

Sunday, November 26: College of the Redwoods. See 
October 29.

FIELD TRIPS (cont. from previous page)



Northern Rough-winged Swallow © Alexa DeJoannis

Some twenty or so bird-watchers turned out for Ken 
Burton’s walk along North Pebble Beach Road in Crescent 
City in September. The area’s magnifi cent rocky coastline 
provided a stunning backdrop for our walk as patchy 
clouds and fog allowed the landscape to sparkle and fade 
during the morning. 
 First, we scoped the Castle Rock area for seabirds, 
meanwhile enjoying a large colony of vocal sea lions and 
seals resting and feeding around the large, offshore rock. 
A Red-necked Grebe was seen here. Also of note, a pair 
of Peregrine Falcons perched atop Castle Rock’s highest 
peak, showing a clear difference in size between the sexes. 
Then we drove to Ninth Street and walked back to Castle 
Rock, stopping along the way. Craig Strong, the marine 
biologist who had given us a program on the previous 
evening about his ongoing at-sea surveys of Marbled 
Murrelets, pointed out a pair of those very birds several 
hundred meters offshore. They’re the smallest seabirds we 

saw; they hold their heads low against their bodies, like 
their bigger cousins, the murres.
 At a few locations, including a picnic table where 
they lingered suggestively nearby and a creek crossing 
the beach where they took turns bathing, we got some 
good looks at gulls. They were mostly Western Gulls 
(WEGU), with a few California and Glaucous-winged 
Gulls (GWGU). Since they were so obligingly patient, 
we got good looks at some slightly different gulls among 
them: Western/Glaucous-winged hybrids! The two species 
are of a similar size and have heavy-looking bills, but their 
colors differ. The hybrids wear a mantle intermediate in 
color between the dark gray of WEGU and the paler color 
of GWGU, and their wing-tips are similarly intermediate 
between black and gray. Also, their white heads are faintly 
streaked in brown. WEGU never get streaks. The two 
species breed together along the Pacifi c Coast somewhat 
north of California, Ken told us, and migratory individuals 

appear on our coast in small numbers.
 We got to see the three resident cormorants 
among the sea stacks and fl ying by. Juveniles still show 
pale necks, but the fabulous breeding bling of the adults 
had faded. An osprey perched alertly in one of the spruces 
clinging bravely to the bare basalt. Three whimbrels paced 
athletically along the beach before a leashed dog, picking 
up invertebrates in the high tide zone. Both crows and 
ravens frequented this zone where comfortable homes 
fronted narrow, sandy beaches and rock cliffs.
 On the landward side of our walk, we spotted 
a fl ock of Band-tailed Pigeons banking around houses. 
A few chickadees, woodpeckers, waxwings, warblers, 
and phoebes tootled among the scattered trees and dense 
shrubberies. One of these was a Say’s Phoebe, a somewhat 
notable sight along the coast, since they like drier country. 
As usual with tyrant fl ycatchers, it gave us good looks as it 
perched ostentatiously on a power line.
 After thanking Ken for the walk, I went to the Lake 
Earl Coastal Lagoon Trail in the afternoon and enjoyed 
a ramble in a small, open wood, edged by pastures and 
the marshy lakeshore. Chickadees, waxwings, kinglets, 
woodpeckers, jays, warblers, rails, ducks, hummingbirds, 
and raptors use the varied habitat. Ken’s next walk 
(November 4) will take place there, and from what I saw, 
it looks like some good birding.

Crescent City Field Trip Report
by Alexa DeJoannis



Ah! I spot what looks like a bunch of feathers sticking 
up from an indeterminate bundle in the ragged masses 
of wrack at the high-tide limit. I walk over and kneel 
beside it. Tiny creatures flee my approaching feet as I 
walk through the wave-tossed debris laid on the beach 
by the high tides. Depending on the beach and the day, I 
may see flies, pillbugs, and sand hoppers merrily feasting 
upon bullwhip kelp and leafy seaweeds, eelgrass, and the 
occasional dead bird. 
 I have to detangle the limp, scavenged body 
from persistent threads of eel grass so I can examine it 
closely. I brush off the feathers with an old toothbrush. 
It’s been on the beach for maybe a week, and though the 
skin is still pliable, most of the flesh has been efficiently 
removed by birds (there are V-shaped notches bitten out 
of the breastbone where ravens wrestled with the protein-
rich flight muscles) and invertebrates. It’s skin, bones, 
and very tough ligaments now. Most of the dead birds 
I find on the beach look like this: well preserved by the 
salt wind and sun. They don’t smell much, and the little 
scavengers have moved on to look for fresh plunder.
  Since I’m collecting scientific data for 
the Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team 
(COASST), a citizen science research program based at 
the University of Washington, I pull out some tools from 
my backpack to process this new find: a field guide to 
beached birds, a tape measure, a pair of calipers, and a 
clipboard. The carcass in hand has got two feet and two 
wings attached, but the head has been lost on its journey 
up the beach. Birds’ heads give some helpful field marks, 
so this will be a bit of a challenge. 
 I’ll look at the feet first. There’s a key in the 

book: it takes me through a series of questions about 
webbing, number and arrangement of toes, and other 
special features that will help me place this specimen 
within a group. These feet are small, with three webbed 
toes pointing forward, and a small toe, really just a toenail, 
pointing backwards. My book tells me that this carcass 
belonged to a Tubenose. I measure the length of the ankle 
bone with the calipers. It’s 58 mm (millimeters are a lot 
easier to use for these measurements than fractions of 
an inch), which is about the length of a wine cork. The 
biggest kind of Tubenoses, albatrosses, have ankle-bones 
as long as my palm, and the bones of the littlest, the 
storm-petrels, measure the length of  a fingertip. 
 Now that I know I’m looking at one of the 
seabirds that live out beyond the breakers, cruising over 
the waves in dynamic, soaring flight, I pull on the longest 
wing feathers to draw out the long, narrow span of the 
wings. They’re really pointy, with very long feathers 
towards the tips and many short feathers filling in the 

“forearm” and “upper arm” parts of the wing. My tape 
measure gives a longish wing-chord measurement of 31 
cm. The feathers are an indiscriminate sooty gray on the 
top and bright white beneath. I use the wing key in the book 
to determine that this bird was once an (aptly named) Sooty 
Shearwater. The wing and ankle measurements match, as 
do the foot and plumage descriptions. 
 Most of the finds are simple to identify, like the 
Common Murres that are indeed common off our coast. 

But there are also somewhat unusual finds, such as a 
Rhinoceros Auklet (I found one still bearing its “rhino 
horn”!), Storm-Petrels (notoriously sneaky birds in life), 
or even landbirds. I found a Northern Mockingbird on my 
beach in July, for example. I get an excellent sense of what 
birds are living locally from this engaging exercise. 
 I fill out the rest of the data on my data sheet about 
this find, like if I found petroleum oil or fishing gear on it, 
and if the feet have gone stiff. Later, after I’ve finished my 
monthly beach walk, I’ll transfer my data to the COASST 
website. My data, along with data collected by hundreds 
of volunteers along the West Coast, contribute to studies 
on seabird ecology. These studies help us all understand 
larger trends affecting our oceans. But for me, one of 
the most immediate benefits is that I get to learn about 
pelagic seabirds while enjoying a walk on the beach; I 
can get close to birds that are usually hard to observe and 
challenge myself to identify beached birds using clear, 
well-defined keys. Pretty good fun for a bird-lover and 
environmentalist!

Looking at Dead Birds for [Citizen] Science

Sometimes the birds at the beach are alive! Black oystercatchers 

by Alexa DeJoannis

A Pelagic Cormorant in winter plumage

One of the largest Tubenoses, a Black-footed 
Albatross, cruising over the waves 

A small Horned Grebe wing
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The Hambro THP Sitka spruce forest with marina in the foreground. Photo courtesy 
of Friends of Del Norte. 

Unique Crescent City Sitka Grove 
Threatened by Logging

Eileen Cooper
Friends of Del Norte

A proposed Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP) in Del Norte County 
threatens to devalue—if not 
destroy—a sensitive and unique 
grove of coastal Sitka spruce 
that graces the scenic gateway at 
Crescent City’s expansive South 
Beach and Harbor. � e THP 1-17-
034-DEL “Hambro” proposes 
to harvest and substantially 
degrade the ecological value of 44 
acres of a mature unique coastal 
grove of Sitka spruce that has 
been designated as a special and 
unique area by the California 
Coastal Commission. � is Coastal 
Special Treatment Area, or STA, calls for special 
management considerations to conserve the scenic 
beauty and unique biological values of the grove.

� e Hambro THP Sitka spruce stand is 120 
years old, with very large trees—including some 
structurally-complex trees. Based on standardized 
forest classifi cation methods, the Hambro THP 
stand represents a near-climax successional stage, 
and meets the Forest Practice Rules criteria for 
designation as a Late Successional Forest. 

� e tree roots of Sitka spruce are very shallow and 
are interconnected for strength. � is, combined with 
the low elevation wetland habitat, makes this stand 
particularly vulnerable to windthrow. According to 
California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), harvest would 
reduce the canopy to below a level that sustains 
the continuance of the forest. CDFW states it 
“appears unlikely that the stand would remain a Late 
Successional Forest Stand following the fi rst winter 
storms post-harvest.”

� e Hambro THP is integral to an adjacent 
State-administered wildlife area. � is rare Buckbean 
marsh known as “Crescent City Marsh” is found 
nowhere else on the coast. Twelve rare plants, 
including endangered western lilies, grow there. Bald 

eagles and osprey frequent the grove. � e streams 
are home to endangered salmonids, tidewater goby, 
and numerous frogs. Because of these outstanding 
biological values, California resource agencies 
support acquisition of this grove. Hambro Forest 
Products is liquidating their assets, and wants cash 
now, as they are no longer in the timber business. 
Time is of the essence, and the resource agencies 
need to act now.   

� ere are also important economic and safety 
issues at stake for Del Norte County. � e tall trees act 
as a wind break for outstanding surfi ng and enjoyable 
recreation, and they protect critical infrastructure 
such as the Del Norte Solid Waste Transfer Station—as 
well as surrounding homes—from a direct hit during 
the impending predicted big Cascadia Tsunami. We 
must save these titans from the ax. � ey are more 
valuable to the County standing. 

Please send a comment to support acquisition 
and oppose Timber Harvest Plan 1-17-034-DEL 
by e-mail to santarosapubliccomment@fi re.ca.gov.  
EPIC is working cooperatively with Friends of Del 
Norte County to raise public awareness and interest 
in protecting this unique coastal Sitka Spruce stand, 
at risk from logging degradation.

Serving Humboldt since 1986
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Have you heard about the NEC’s newest program? 
Adopt-A-Block is a great way to get involved with 

your local community and help keep our streets and 
watersheds free of pollution. Look for this sticker 

around town to identify participating businesses or 
individuals. Check out the NEC’s website for more 

details on how to get involved with Adopt-A-Block!
www.yournec.org/adoptablock

...of materials headed for fi nal sorting into 
compost, recyclables, or landfi ll. Many thanks to all 
of the volunteers who were part of our team—we had 
a great group this year!  It really takes a large number 
of volunteers to work at each of the stations that are 
set out around the plaza to presort materials as they 
are disposed of.  If you, your family, and/or your 
business want to work with us in the future, please 
email NCFZeroWasteCrew@gmail.com.  We’d love 
to have you!  

Other special thanks goes to Emma Held, who 
coordinated this year’s Zero Waste eff ort, � e Worm 
Guy and his worms for breaking down our compost 
into soil, Statewide Barricade for the bike racks, 
Pacifi c Outfi tters for creating space for bike parking, 
and Arcata Mainstreet and Zero Waste Humboldt 
for the use of materials. See you next year!

Some of the 2017 North Country Fair Zero Waste Crew. 



Oct/Nov 2017    EcoNewswww.yournec.org13

public input, even though public lands 
and natural resources belong to all 
Americans—and important scientifi c 
knowledge may reside beyond local 
communities. Another method of 
streamlining actions is to limit or remove 
the ability of citizens or organizations 
to bring legal action when a proposal 
violates the law such as the Endangered 
Species Act.  

Examples of Congress and the Trump Administration 
to accomplish the Deregulation Agenda:

Forest Management
An important forest management policy 

dilemma is characterized by how far the government 
should go in thinning forests or in fi ghting fi res 
once they start, particularly in remote wilderness 
areas. Congress is  giving lots of attention to  the 
“Resilient Federal Forests Act” H.R. 2936.  Author, 
Bill Westerman (R-AR), says his bill is needed 
because: “It’s no secret that federal forest lands are in 
dire straits.”  

A popular section of the bill moves funding 
for large fi re suppression from the U.S. Forest 
Service budget to compete within an emergency 
account with hurricanes, earthquakes and other 
national disasters. 

Conservationists, however, are concerned with 
the bill’s “streamlining” components which may 
result in drastically increased timber production based 
upon politics vs. science. When the bill was passed 
by the House Natural Resources Committee and 
sent to the full House, Brad Brooks of the Wilderness 
Society wrote, “By voting to advance H.R. 2936 
today, Congress added America’s national forests 
to the chopping block—along with the wildlife 
refuges it’s trying to sell off , and the national 
monuments the Administration wants to review 
and dismantle.”

Air Pollution
� e House Energy and Commerce 

Subcommittee on Environment 
held a hearing on four bills aimed at 
“reducing regulatory burdens on small 
manufacturers and other job creators.” 
Climate change denier and EPA Director 
Pruitt endorsed  all four bills that would  
ease environmental  regulations  for a 
select, few  industries: H.R. 1917 “the 
BRICK Act,” H.R. 350  “Recognizing the 
Protection of Motorsports (RPM) Act,” 
H.R. 1119, the “Satisfying Energy Needs 
and Saving the Environment Act,” and 
H.R. 453, the “Relief From New Source 
Performance Standards Act.”

DC Buzzword: Deregulation
To understand Washington’s obsession with 

deregulation, it is helpful to look at why the 
regulations exist in the fi rst place. For decades, the 
public watched helplessly as beaches were closed 
when oil spills came to shore, as exhaust from 
vehicles made air unhealthy, as toxins made their way 
into our waterways and food, and as wildlife teetered 
toward extinction. As a result, in the 1960s and 
1970s, the public demanded that Congress address 
these threats and pass new regulations. � e Clean 
Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts are 
examples of public pressure eff ectively translated 
into legislation. 

� e 1969 National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) is the overarching legislation that 
empowers communities to engage with the federal 
government when proposed actions might aff ect the 
environment and public health. NEPA created the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to enforce 
environmental laws. Of course, actual enforcement 
of these laws is unpopular with polluters. Industries 
that have been caught poisoning our environment 
are, understandably, unhappy about the authority 
of the EPA and routinely lobby their congressional 
representatives to reduce or eliminate regulations 
and enforcement. 

Watchdog non-profi t organizations and 
corporate interests use the threat of legal action to 
assure an agency adheres to the laws. � is potential 
legal threat can delay actions—perhaps because 
the action is, indeed, illegal even though it may be 
locally popular.

Deregulation was a foundational issue in 
President Trump’s campaign.  He has appointed 
cabinet members and directed staff  to move his 
anti-regulation agenda forward quickly using both 
executive power and support for new legislation. 
One way to move projects along more quickly is 
to “streamline” the legal process to limit public 
engagement or limit which science or alternatives 
will be considered. � ere is an implicit push for 
local input to be considered paramount to national 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 

Eyeon
Washington

Welcome NEC Fall Semester Policy Interns: 
Carlos Calleja, Taylor Ross and Jessie Avitia. 

� e four bills allow exemptions or extend 
compliance deadlines for brick makers, wood-heater 
manufacturers (which contribute signifi cantly to 
particulate air pollution), the amateur car-racing 
business (which does not want private vehicles 
modifi ed for racing to abide by car exhaust air 
quality regulations), and a portion of the coal-fueled  
electric power industry. Supporters of the bills point 
to negative impacts of environmental regulations on 
these industries.

� ose concerns were countered by public health 
and environmental groups that claimed all four 
measures would lead to dirtier air and harm to human 
health. “Air pollution just makes sick people sicker,” 
said Rebecca Bascom, a physician and Pennsylvania 
State University medical professor. 

Endangered Species
In September, the House Natural Resources 

Committee conducted a fi nal mark-up, or edit, to six 
bills that could have a negative eff ect on protecting 
our most threatened native wildlife. Examples: 
H.R. 3131, the “Endangered Species Litigation 
Reasonableness Act,” would seriously discourage 
citizen lawsuits to challenge agency decisions.  H.R. 
210, the “Native American Energy Act,” authored 
by Rep. Don Young (R-AK), would give tribes the 
ability to increase energy development on Indian 
lands by reducing federal regulations that require 
the same environmental considerations as other 
public lands.  H.R. 717, the “Listing Reform Act,” 
would amend the Endangered Species Act to allow 
the Interior or Commerce departments to  prioritize  
endangered species petitions based on criteria such 
as a political controversy to avoid consideration 
of listings opposed by industry and private 
property owners, and  H.R. 424, the “Gray Wolf 
State Management Act of 2017,” which would ban 
judicial review of the new rules de-listing wolves on 
parts of  the US. 
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public input, even though public lands 
and natural resources belong to all 
Americans—and important scientifi c 
knowledge may reside beyond local 
communities. Another method of 
streamlining actions is to limit or remove 
the ability of citizens or organizations 
to bring legal action when a proposal 
violates the law such as the Endangered 
Species Act.  

Examples of Congress and the Trump Administration 
to accomplish the Deregulation Agenda:

Forest Management
An important forest management policy 

dilemma is characterized by how far the government 
should go in thinning forests or in fi ghting fi res 
once they start, particularly in remote wilderness 
areas. Congress is  giving lots of attention to  the 
“Resilient Federal Forests Act” H.R. 2936.  Author, 
Bill Westerman (R-AR), says his bill is needed 
because: “It’s no secret that federal forest lands are in 
dire straits.”  

A popular section of the bill moves funding 
for large fi re suppression from the U.S. Forest 
Service budget to compete within an emergency 
account with hurricanes, earthquakes and other 
national disasters. 

Conservationists, however, are concerned with 
the bill’s “streamlining” components which may 
result in drastically increased timber production based 
upon politics vs. science. When the bill was passed 
by the House Natural Resources Committee and 
sent to the full House, Brad Brooks of the Wilderness 
Society wrote, “By voting to advance H.R. 2936 
today, Congress added America’s national forests 
to the chopping block—along with the wildlife 
refuges it’s trying to sell off , and the national 
monuments the Administration wants to review 
and dismantle.”

Air Pollution
� e House Energy and Commerce 

Subcommittee on Environment 
held a hearing on four bills aimed at 
“reducing regulatory burdens on small 
manufacturers and other job creators.” 
Climate change denier and EPA Director 
Pruitt endorsed  all four bills that would  
ease environmental  regulations  for a 
select, few  industries: H.R. 1917 “the 
BRICK Act,” H.R. 350  “Recognizing the 
Protection of Motorsports (RPM) Act,” 
H.R. 1119, the “Satisfying Energy Needs 
and Saving the Environment Act,” and 
H.R. 453, the “Relief From New Source 
Performance Standards Act.”
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To understand Washington’s obsession with 

deregulation, it is helpful to look at why the 
regulations exist in the fi rst place. For decades, the 
public watched helplessly as beaches were closed 
when oil spills came to shore, as exhaust from 
vehicles made air unhealthy, as toxins made their way 
into our waterways and food, and as wildlife teetered 
toward extinction. As a result, in the 1960s and 
1970s, the public demanded that Congress address 
these threats and pass new regulations. � e Clean 
Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts are 
examples of public pressure eff ectively translated 
into legislation. 

� e 1969 National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) is the overarching legislation that 
empowers communities to engage with the federal 
government when proposed actions might aff ect the 
environment and public health. NEPA created the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to enforce 
environmental laws. Of course, actual enforcement 
of these laws is unpopular with polluters. Industries 
that have been caught poisoning our environment 
are, understandably, unhappy about the authority 
of the EPA and routinely lobby their congressional 
representatives to reduce or eliminate regulations 
and enforcement. 

Watchdog non-profi t organizations and 
corporate interests use the threat of legal action to 
assure an agency adheres to the laws. � is potential 
legal threat can delay actions—perhaps because 
the action is, indeed, illegal even though it may be 
locally popular.

Deregulation was a foundational issue in 
President Trump’s campaign.  He has appointed 
cabinet members and directed staff  to move his 
anti-regulation agenda forward quickly using both 
executive power and support for new legislation. 
One way to move projects along more quickly is 
to “streamline” the legal process to limit public 
engagement or limit which science or alternatives 
will be considered. � ere is an implicit push for 
local input to be considered paramount to national 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 
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Carlos Calleja, Taylor Ross and Jessie Avitia. 

� e four bills allow exemptions or extend 
compliance deadlines for brick makers, wood-heater 
manufacturers (which contribute signifi cantly to 
particulate air pollution), the amateur car-racing 
business (which does not want private vehicles 
modifi ed for racing to abide by car exhaust air 
quality regulations), and a portion of the coal-fueled  
electric power industry. Supporters of the bills point 
to negative impacts of environmental regulations on 
these industries.

� ose concerns were countered by public health 
and environmental groups that claimed all four 
measures would lead to dirtier air and harm to human 
health. “Air pollution just makes sick people sicker,” 
said Rebecca Bascom, a physician and Pennsylvania 
State University medical professor. 

Endangered Species
In September, the House Natural Resources 

Committee conducted a fi nal mark-up, or edit, to six 
bills that could have a negative eff ect on protecting 
our most threatened native wildlife. Examples: 
H.R. 3131, the “Endangered Species Litigation 
Reasonableness Act,” would seriously discourage 
citizen lawsuits to challenge agency decisions.  H.R. 
210, the “Native American Energy Act,” authored 
by Rep. Don Young (R-AK), would give tribes the 
ability to increase energy development on Indian 
lands by reducing federal regulations that require 
the same environmental considerations as other 
public lands.  H.R. 717, the “Listing Reform Act,” 
would amend the Endangered Species Act to allow 
the Interior or Commerce departments to  prioritize  
endangered species petitions based on criteria such 
as a political controversy to avoid consideration 
of listings opposed by industry and private 
property owners, and  H.R. 424, the “Gray Wolf 
State Management Act of 2017,” which would ban 
judicial review of the new rules de-listing wolves on 
parts of  the US. 

� ere are several ways to help mitigate this problem.
If it ain’t broke, don’t throw it away!

More often than not, consumers purchase 
new cell phones because they want an upgrade, 
not because their cell phone is broken. On Apple’s 
website, already there is information about the 
iPhone X, which can’t even be pre-ordered until 
October 27, 2017…for $999.00. Not to mention the 
iPhone 8; pre-orders began on September 22, 2017— 
which costs $799.00. � e chain manufacturers and 
internet service providers that supply cell phones 

Zero Waste Humboldt 
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org

Emma Held, Project Manager
E-waste is the common term for electronic 

products at the end of their “useful life.” Computers, 
televisions, VCRs, stereos, copiers, and fax machines 
are electronic products that can be reused, refurbished, 
or recycled. Let’s focus on our cell phones.

In 2012, 1.6 billion new cell phones were 
manufactured, and the average lifespan of a new 
cell phone in the U.S. is 9 – 18 months. Each cell 
phone contains precious metals, including gallium, 
selenium, gold, mercury, chromium, niobium, 
tungsten and molybdenum, which produce a cocktail 
of toxic chemicals when disposed.  Aside from 
negative environmental impacts of extraction of 
these metals, they are often not recycled. So where 
does everything end up? � e dump. As your year-old 
cell phone sits in a pile amongst other cell phones, 
these metals seep back into the groundwater, causing 
contamination for wildlife—and us. 

Rather than designing durable, longer-lasting 
electronic devices that are conveniently refurbished 
or recycled, electronic manufacturers have promoted 
and appealed to an environmentally destructive part 
of the human psyche.  Our insatiable desire for the 
“best”, the “newest,” and the “fastest” with built-in 
obsolescence keeps us perpetually buy-buy-buying 
more, fueling industry profi ts at the planet’s expense. 

Planned Obsolescence of Cell Phones 
is an Environmental Nightmare

encourage and even incentivize the frequent 
purchase of new devices. Countless Americans will 
toss out their cell phones without consideration of 
the serious environmental impacts in their rush to 
buy the next newer, shinier thing, even though their 
current device works just fi ne. 

If it is broke, fix it!
We need to equip our national and local 

economy with the proper infrastructure to repair and 
refurbish broken electronics. Planned obsolescence 
for the sake of profi t cannot be sustained indefi nitely. 
When we transition to a society that values repair 
and durability, not only will we increase market 
demand for specialized repair skills and businesses, 
we will also increase access to low-cost technology 
for communities that need it. Too often, whole 
electronics are thrown away when they could be 
fi xed with a relatively inexpensive part replacement.  

 � ere are several repair services for cell phones 
on the Redwood Coast: iExperts in Arcata & Eureka, 
Cellairis in Eureka, and Advanced Cellular Repair in 
Fortuna. Support these local repair businesses and 
outlets for refurbishing and recycling electronics.

Information on how to fi x many devices can also 
be found at www.ifi xit.com. 

A sea of unwanted cell phones. Photo: Wikimedia CC.
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Explore the Bay / Explora la Bahía 2017
Jennifer Kalt, Director

For twelve years, Humboldt Baykeeper has off ered free, docent-led tours of the bay by 
motorboat, kayak, or canoe. Our Bay Tours program has grown to provide a variety of on-the-
water experiences for youth, elders, and everyone in between. In addition to our monthly kayak 
and motorboat tours, this year we off ered tours for teens, kids aged 8 to 12 in the City of Eureka’s 
summer day camp, and students in English as a Second Language classes.

� anks to funding from the California Coastal Conservancy, these tours are entirely free 
to participants and all gear is provided. Motorboat tours are courtesy of the Humboldt Bay 
Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District and skippers Alan Bobillot and Tim Petrusha. Bob 
Rasmussen, Jasmin Segura, and Sylvia DeRooy are knowledgeable in natural history and human 
history of Humboldt Bay, and Jasmin interprets for Spanish-speaking tour participants.

Photos clockwise from top right:  1. Kayak tours on the Elk River are paired with walking tours 
of the beautiful Hikshari’ Trail and Elk River Wildlife Area. This trail is a section of the California 
Costal Trail, which will eventually be continuous from Mexico to the Oregon border.   2.  In 
partnership with Eureka’s Parks and Recreation Department, our  kayak tours for teens provide 
opportunities to experience the peace and beauty of the bay. For many Eureka teens, it’s their 
first time on the water.   3. On Earth Day in April and Coastal Cleanup Day in September, our 

To stay informed, visit our website at 
www.humboldtbaykeeper.org, like us on Facebook, 
and follow us on Twitter @HumBaykeeper. You can 

sign up for e-newsletters by emailing us at 
alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.org.

kayak tours head to 
Indian Island, where 
we remove trash in 
partnership with the 
Wiyot Tribe. Hog 
Island Oyster Company 
and Coast Seafoods 
Company haul trash 
back to Eureka. 4. Our 
kayak tours are led by 
Humboldt Bay Aquatic 
Center guides who 
teach boating safety 
and paddling lessons, 
so there’s no experience 
necessary. 5. � is year, 
we chartered the H/V 
Madaket for a bay 
tour for two English 
Express classes. 
Students representing 
Cambodia, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, 
Mexico, and � ailand—
and their  children— 
joined Captain 
Leroy Zerlang and 
Baykeeper Bay Tours 
Coordinator Jasmin 
Segura for a lovely tour 
of the bay. Photo: Jasmin Segura.

Photo: Jennifer Kalt.

Photo: Jennifer Kalt.

Photo: Jasmin Segura.

Photo: Mary Ann Hytken, 
English Express.
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Rob DiPerna
Join EPIC on Friday, November 4, 2017 to 

celebrate 40 years of EPIC and our work to protect 
and restore wild California. It will be a fun-fi lled 
evening of dinner and 
dancing, with Joanne 
Rand, Alice DeMicele, 
and headlined by Casey 
Neill and the Norway 
Rats, so bring your 
dancing shoes! Dinner 
will be expertly crafted, 
courtesy of Sue’s 
Organics, and we will 
also have the usual silent 
auction full of enticing 
items, including tickets 
to Disneyland!

Celebrating 40 years of 
cutting-edge, innovative, 
and historically-eff ective 
advocacy for the 
protection and restoration 
of California’s forests 
and wild places in one 
night will not be easy, 
but this year’s recipient of the Richard Gienger 
Sempervirens Lifetime Achievement Award is a big 
part of getting us there. � is year, as we celebrate 40 
years of EPIC and our amazing community, we are 
honored to posthumously award the Sempervirens 
Award to the late Judi Bari for her lifetime of 
environmental and labor movement activism 
and organizing on the redwood coast. Judi Bari’s 
daughters will be present to accept the award in honor 
of their mother.

Judi Bari was far more than simply an 
environmentalist; she was an avid advocate for 
workers, and the rights of working people. In addition 
to being a prominent member of Earth First!, Judi was 
also a member of the Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW). She spent a tremendous amount of time and 
energy not only working to slow the destruction 
of the last of the old-growth redwoods, but also 
to organize and cooperate with timber and mill 
workers, many of whom knew and understood the 

consequences of the destruction 
of the forest would also mean an end to their jobs 
and way of life.

Judi, along with Daryl Cherney, was a major 
impetus behind the 1990 season of non-violent 
civil disobedience up and down the redwood 
coast of Northern California known as Redwood 
Summer, aimed at slowing the destruction of the 
last remaining old-growth redwood forest utilizing 
direct action, while groups like EPIC and others used 
the courts and political venues to forward redwood 
conservation. Famously, while on a road tour to 
promote Redwood Summer in 1989, a pipe-bomb 
exploded in the backseat of the car being driven by 
Judi and Daryl while the two were preparing for a 
show in Oakland, CA.

� e wounds suff ered by Judi Bari as a 
consequence of the pipe-bomb and complications 
therefrom would eventually claim Judi’s life in 
1997. On March 1, 1999, the Headwaters Forest 
Agreement, which most activists pejoratively 

referred to as, “� e Deal,” was consummated between 
the MAXXAM Corporation-controlled Pacifi c 
Lumber Company, the U.S. Government and the 
State of California, transferring 7,500-acres of what 

is today the Headwaters 
Forest Reserve into 
public ownership. � e 
Deal eff ectively marked 
the end of the so-called 
“Timber Wars” that 
marred our forests and 
divided our communities 
for nearly two decades. 

Although Judi did not 
survive to see the creation 
of the Headwaters Forest 
Reserve, she lives on in 
Headwaters today. On 
June 19, 2015, a plaque 
and dedication with the 
planting of 200 trees took 
place in Headwaters at 
a location now known 
as “Visionaries Grove,” 
a place dedicated to the 
hard work, sacrifi ce, and 
visionary inspiration of all 

who fought to protect Headwaters Forest. Today, the 
Headwaters Forest Reserve stands as a critical refuge 
for threatened and endangered fi sh and wildlife, 
and also as a critical landscape where restoration 
from the decades of destructive MAXXAM/Pacifi c 
Lumber logging is being driven forward. Headwaters 
also stands as a testament to Judi Bari and 
her tireless spirit.

EPIC is honored to award Judi Bari with the 
2017 Richard Gienger Sempervirens Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and is honored to celebrate Judi 
and her enduring legacy and spirit on this, our 40th 
anniversary. As we look back, we also keep our eyes 
ever-forward as we continue to push for better and 
more responsible forestry practices on private lands.
Far from being too old, EPIC is just getting warmed 
up! Please come join us and help us celebrate our 
past, present, and future!

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep cep c

past, present, and future!

referred to as, “� e Deal,” was consummated between 

Celebrate 40 Years of Protecting 
and Restoring Wild California

Visionaries Grove was dedicated to the 
activists who fought for the protection of 
Headwaters Forest. Photo: Rob DiPerna.

Judi Bari playing her fi ddle at a rally in 
February 1991. Photo: Evan Johnson. 

Judi Bari speaks at a Headwaters Rally, 
March 28, 1996. Photo: Nicholas Wilson.
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Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on 
the second Tuesday of each month in the fi rst fl oor 
conference room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront 
in Eureka.  The meeting, which covers regular business 
and conservation issues, begins at 6:45 p.m. Members 
and non-members with environmental concerns are 
encouraged to attend. When a new person comes to us 
with an environmental issue or concern, we often place 
them fi rst or early on the agenda. 

Sue Leskiw
In July, North Group sponsored two 10-year-

old girls—one from Eureka and one from Crescent 
City—to attend a week-long “River & Adventure” 
session at Lost Coast Camp near Petrolia. � is 
represented a new venue for campers sponsored 
through donations to the Lucille Vinyard/Susie van 
Kirk Environmental Education Fund.

In 2016, the Oregon Museum of Science & 
Technology discontinued its overnight camp sessions 
in Redwood National & State Parks near Orick, 
where North Group had been sending local children 
for a number of years. So, I began searching for a 
new local overnight camp with an environmental 
emphasis and discovered Lost Coast Camp in the 
Mattole Valley. � e facility’s mission is to “provide 
youth with a dynamic summer camp experience, 
which promotes building self-esteem and positive 
friendships, individual expression, and fostering an 
appreciation for the natural world.”

In exchange for their tuition, the girls agreed 
to submit an essay to North Group about their 
experience. Below are excerpts:

Camper 1: “My experience at camp brought out 
the best in me and that makes me proud of myself.  
I stepped up to help and was brave when I needed 
to be. One day I earned a medallion because I was 
willing to talk about my goals, about how I wanted 

Group photo of campers at the Lost Coast Camp in the Mattole Valley. Photo: Sue Leskiw. 

Events
One need not be a Sierra Club member to participate 
in these outings. Please join us!
Saturday October 14—North Group Humboldt 
Redwoods State Park Bull Creek Flats Loop. Beginning 
in Richardson Grove, our route upstream along Bull 
Creek leads through some of the world’s largest old 
growth forest. Be prepared to wade shallow crossings. 
Bring lunch, plentiful water, hiking footwear. M-9-A. 
Carpools  8:30 a.m. Ray’s Valley West, 9:15 a.m. Eureka 
Kmart on Hwy 101, 10 a.m. Rockefeller Grove. Leader 
Melinda 707-668-4275 or mgroomster@gmail.com. Rain, 
strong winds cancel.

Saturday October 21—North Group Del Norte 
Redwoods State Park Last Chance Coastal Trail Hike. 
An easygoing ramble through lush old-growth upon a 
stretch of Redwood Highway replaced in the 1930s by 
the present 101 route, which is evolving with the latest 
round of slope failures. Bring water and lunch. No dogs. 
Medium diffi  culty, 8 miles, less than 1,000 ft. elevation 
change. Carpools 9 a.m. Ray’s Valley West, 10:30 a.m. 
Damnation Creek trailhead (3.3 mi. north of Wilson Creek 
bridge, west side Hwy. 101) leader Ned, nedforsyth48@
gmail.com, 707-825-3652. Heavy rain cancels.

Thursday November 9—North Group Prairie Creek 
State Park Hike. A loop on the West Ridge and Prairie 
Creek Trails: out through towering ridge forest, returning 
creekside past autumn maples and bottom-land giants. 
Bring lunch, water, hiking footwear. M-6-A. Carpools 9 
a.m. Ray’s Valley West. All meet 10:15 a.m. porch at Prairie 
Creek Visitor Center. Leader Melinda 707-668-4275 or 
mgroomster@gmail.com. Steady rain cancels.

Saturday November 18—North Group Lacks Creek/
Pine Ridge Prairies Hike. Explore this nearby Bureau 
of Land Management area off  Highway 299, on new 
and old trails created by BLM, Humboldt Trails Council, 
and Redwood Coast Mountain Bike Association. We 
will see a mix of oak savannas, old-growth conifers, and 
regenerating hardwood-covered slopes. Humboldt Bay 
and ocean views a possibility. Bring lunch and water, 
and dress for a fall day at 3,600 feet elevation. Medium 
diffi  culty, about 5 miles, less than 1,000 feet elevation 
gain/loss. Carpools: Meet 9 a.m. Ray’s Valley West. Leader 
Ned, nedforsyth48@gmail.com, 707-825-3652 message 
phone. Heavy rain cancels.

NORTH  GROUP
REDWOOD  CHAPTER

to act as a person when I left camp. Now, I’m 
confi dent and sure I can do anything when I put my 
mind to it. Some of my most memorable moments 
include the mouth-watering, healthy meals; evening 
campfi res when we would sing and tell stories; and 
our counselor reading us a story before bed. I met 
unique girls and formed strong friendships and 
bonds and will never forget my cabin mates. But the 
really amazing moments were walking to the river 
through pastures and fi elds and seeing the beautiful 
mountains. � e colors were so vibrant and bright 
and they inspired me to be curious and happy. One 
night we slept under the stars on the sand lining the 
shore of the Mattole River.”

Camper 2: “� is truly was an exceptional, 
amazing camp experience, like no other I’ve had. 
� is is my fi rst time getting to explore the Lost Coast 
and this camp was an easy way to do that, through 
visiting its forests, mountains, rivers, and beaches. 
We spent almost all of our time outdoors. Every 
day we took a trip to the river. One day we went 
canoeing; another, we went to the beach and played 
in the woods. My favorite part of camp was our 
overnight at Strawberry Rock, a big rock on top of a 
mountain. � e other best part of camp was the beach 
day, where you could do so many things: play on the 
sand, swim in the water, or play games in the woods.”

North Group Underwrites Two Campers
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Beginners and experts, non-members and members, 
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings. 
Almost all of our events are free.  All of our events are 
made possible by volunteer e� ort. For more information 
about North Coast CNPS and our events, please visit our 
website: northcoastcnps.org.

ORTHCOAST  
HAPTER

N
C

Field Trips & Plant Walks
October 8, Sunday. Inland Fall Day Trip. Driving 
east along Highway 299 we will see fall color of Big-leaf 
Maple, Poison Oak, and Oregon White Oak.  We will 
stop at all the vista points, summits, campgrounds, 
and rest areas, taking in the season as presented by 
the fading winter-deciduous species, the freshly 
washed evergreen species, and the sprouting annual 

Evening Programs
At the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., 
near 7th and Union, Arcata. Refreshments at 7 p.m.; 
program at 7:30 p.m.

June 10: CNPSers hiked up Clover Gulch (near 
Ruth Lake) and discovered an oak-covered knoll by 
a mossy rock outcrop, all sparkling with pale violet 
Ithuriel’s spear (Triteleia laxa), a native, edible bulb. 
It is a “geophyte”, the subject of our October evening 
program. Below: Ithuriel’s spear. Photos: Carol Ralph.

Highlights of Summer Field Trips

October 11, Wednesday.  7:30 p.m. “� e Wonderful 
World of Geophytes.”  � e fl ower-covered landscapes 
of pre-European California included a colorful, 
diverse, and abundant group of plants whose survival 
depended on underground bulbs and tubers.  � ese 
plants, referred to as geophytes (“earth plants”), 
included lilies, fritillaries, brodiaeas, and many other 
species, many of which were important food sources 
for Native Americans.  An abundance of evidence 
now suggests this group is declining rapidly.  Based on 
35 years working in this area, Dave Imper, retired U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife ecologist, and the local “Mr. Lily,” 
will highlight the exceptional diversity of this group 
locally, explain the large-scale changes that have 
aff ected their habitats, and tell what management 
actions could slow the loss of these treasures.  � e 
recent Fremontia issue (journal of the California 
Native Plant Society) devoted to geophytes will be 
available for purchase. 

November 8, Wednesday. 7:30 p.m. “Ancient 
but Still Evolving:  the Ferns among Us.”  Ferns 
are a fascinating group of plants, with rich, and 
often bizarre, ecologies and natural histories.  Carl 
Rothfels, Assistant Professor and Curator of Ferns 
and Lycophytes at the University Herbarium, U. C. 
Berkeley, will take us on a meander through ferndom 
from a slightly evolutionary perspective, starting at 
the broadest scale (What are ferns?  How did they 
evolve?) and ending closer to home with a tour of 
Northern California fern diversity.  Along the way, he 
will touch on ferns’ secret double life, on the wonders 
of “instantaneous” speciation, the trick to being a fern 
in the desert, the challenges of fern taxonomy (Why 
do these names keep changing?), and more. 

August 12: CNPSers hiked on the ocean bluff s 
of Point St. George in Crescent City. On the 
bluff  where we sat and ate lunch, we discovered 
numerous secretive  fl owers of clustered broomrape 
(Orobanche fascicularis), a purple-fl owered form of 
this achlorophyllous (chlorophyll-lacking) parasite 
of the gumplants (pictured below). 

September 1-3: CNPSers stayed at the Mattole 
Camp and Retreat Center while exploring the Mattole 
River, the Lost Coast Trail, and the Mill Creek 
Trail. Both Humboldt County fuchsia (Epilobium 
septentrionale), the bright red fl owers on this rock 
by the Mattole River (photo below), and the similarly 
colored redwood keckiella (Keckiella corymbosa) in 
the same substrate were blooming, lighting up our 
botanizing while we splashed in the river on a hot 
day (100 degrees F!) below the camp.  � e chapter 
propagates this California fuchsia from “captive” 
plants and sells it at our plant sales.

or summer-deciduous species.  We might get as far as 
Burnt Ranch Campground. We will make short walks 
from the cars; be prepared for the weather.  Bring 
lunch and water.  Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacifi c Union 
School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata) to carpool.  Return 
late afternoon, or possibly in the evening after dinner 
in Willow Creek. Tell Carol if you know good places 
to stop, or if you are coming: 822-2015, theralphs@
humboldt1.com. 

November 4, Saturday.  Patrick’s Point Day Hike. 
Patrick’s Point State Park, north of Trinidad, is surely 
one of the best state parks of all. It has wonderful, 
varied, native plant habitats. We will traverse Sitka 
Spruce and riparian forests, meadows, rock outcrops, 
and ocean bluff s, walking about four miles. We will see 
eight species of conifers, including Bishop pine, up to  
10 species of ferns, including grape fern, a spikemoss, 
two common succulents, a curious manzanita, and 
much more. Dress for the weather, including wind; 
bring lunch and water.  Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacifi c 
Union School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata) to carpool or 
at 10 a.m. at the Bishop Pine Picnic Area. � ere is an 
entrance fee per car.  It’s good to tell Carol you are 
coming, in case plans change: 822-2015, theralphs@
humboldt1.com.
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Eel River 
Continued � om page 6

Hu� man Wilderness
Continued � om page 5

 ...from FERC (upon which the agency will accept 
no comments, but we’ll give them some anyway) and 
a pile of proposed study plans from PG&E. We’ll be 
working on comments on the proposed study plans 
for an early December 2017 deadline, as FERC plans 
to fi nalize the study plans in early February to get 
studies going in 2018. 

� is process will continue for a minimum of fi ve 
years, during which we can expect FERC to produce 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will 
set new standards for malign neglect of the critical 
environmental issues at hand for the Eel River and 
its fi sheries. However, it’s important to note that 
similar relicensing eff orts are still dragging on after 
ten or even twenty years. For those who simply 
want to maintain the status quo, that’s an acceptable 
outcome, as FERC routinely issues waivers allowing 
dams to continue to operate under out-of-date 
license terms while relicensing battles continue.

Friends of the Eel River will continue to seek 
leverage points both within and outside the FERC 
process, and will continue to dialog with stakeholders 
from every perspective who may be willing to 
support a negotiated solution involving the removal 
of the Eel River dams.  To learn more, get involved, 
or support our eff orts, visit us at www.eelriver.org.

• Protect over 480 miles of streams on federal 
land as wild and scenic rivers. Wild and scenic 
designation protects our most pristine remaining 
streams on federal land from the construction of 
new dams or major water diversions. � e largest 
stream that would be protected as a wild and scenic 
river by the legislation is the South Fork Trinity River 
above Highway 36. 

• Restore public lands aff ected by illegal trespass 
marijuana grows by establishing a partnership of 
federal, state, and local entities dedicated to cleaning 
up these polluted areas. When illegal grow sites are 
fully cleaned up and restored, they are far less likely to 
be used again for trespass cultivation. Unfortunately, 
illegal marijuana cultivation on public lands leads to 
mounds of trash and water and soil poisoned with 
herbicides and pesticides, which result in the killing 
of wildlife and a host of other problems. 

• Authorize the construction of an interagency 
visitor center in Trinity County for people seeking to 
enjoy the region’s federal public lands. 

• Require federal agencies to cooperate and 
coordinate fi re management in northwestern 
California’s wilderness areas.

• Explore the possibility of establishing the 
Bigfoot National Recreation Trail that will highlight 
the immense ecological diversity of northwestern 
California’s ancient forests and other unique 
landscapes. � e trail would run from the Yolla Bolly-
Middle Eel Wilderness in the south to the Oregon 
border, then south through the Siskiyou Wilderness 
and west through Redwood National Park and 

Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park. 
• Direct federal agencies to conduct a trails study 

that would explore ways to improve motorized and 
non-motorized recreation trail opportunities (including 
mountain bicycling) in northwestern California.

� e measure will not limit hunting or fi shing, 
close any legally-open roads or trails to vehicles, or 
aff ect access to or the use of private property.

Congressman Huff man will be taking public 
input on his draft legislation until early November 
(the date has not been announced as of print). In 
August, he held a series of public meetings to discuss 
the draft in Crescent City, Eureka, Weaverville and 
Ukiah. Over 550 people attended and support for 
Mr. Huff man’s eff orts was overwhelming. � e public 
can also comment on the draft legislation via e-mail 
at ca02publiclands@gmail.com

For more information on the draft bill, please 
contact Ryan Henson of the California Wilderness 
Coalition (CalWild) at rhenson@calwild.org or 
at 530-365-1455. CalWild, the NEC and other 
organizations hope that Representative Huff man will 
introduce the bill this winter in the House, and that 
Senator Kamala Harris will introduce it in the Senate 
soon thereafter. 

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs
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• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka

~ Certified Herbalists ~
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organic integrityi i t
from our back door...

to your basketto your basket
The North Coast Co-op is the only 

Certified Organic Retailer on the North 
Coast! Our knowledgeable employees 
handle all certified organic products in 

accordance with federal regulations from 
the delivery truck to your basket.  

www.northcoast.coop

ffrr

811 I St. in  Arcata • (707) 822-5947
25 4th St. in Eureka • (707) 443-6027 

or support our eff orts, visit us at www.eelriver.org.

Photo: BLM.

Steelhead, Wikimedia CC. 
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Meredith’s internship 
was through the 
Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute. 

Ocean Forum
Continued � om page 8

D.C. Experience
Continued � om page 10

According to an analysis by the Marine 
Conservation Institute (MCI), public comments 
collected at www.regulations.gov show over 
99 percent support for maintaining marine 
monuments and sanctuaries as they currently 
exist. � e review included 1,000 statistically 
randomly selected comments from the nearly 
100,000 submissions recorded. 

Despite this overwhelming support, the 
secret memo Zink sent to President Trump, 
which the Washington Post published in September, 
includes recommendations to both shrink and 
reduce protections for national monuments 
(see pages 7 and 9 for more information on this). 
The memo recommends opening the Northeast 
Canyons & Seamounts monument to commercial 
fishing, while reducing the size of the Pacific 
Remote Islands and Rose Atoll monuments.

Additionally, Interior Secretary Zinke has 
announced the offi  cial launch of a multi-year 
process to revise the 5-Year Off shore Drilling Plan, 
which would potentially allow new lease sales and 
be yet another way to open up America’s waters 
to new oil drilling, as well as seismic blasting and 
other resource extraction. � e draft proposed 
program of the new 5 year plan is anticipated to 
drop sometime in the late fall/early winter. If the 
Pacifi c is included in the plan then we can anticipate 
public hearing(s) in CA during the 60 day comment 
period.  Secretary Zinke’s recent actions are evidence 
that we must continue to fi ght to defend these 
special ocean places.  

 ...was proud to say to her constituents that she 
doesn’t take money from big oil; her constituents 
applaud her for this. Political candidates will only 
turn down corporate money if they know that this 
is what their constituents want. Find a way to make 
your voice heard.

� e only thing more powerful than money is 
the power of people in numbers. Use that power 
in whatever way you can. Vote thoughtfully. Call 
your representatives. Attend town hall meetings. 
Join rallies and protests. Join an interest group. 
Donate to causes that you believe in. Be a thoughtful 
consumer. Submit an op-ed to your local newspaper. 
And most importantly, encourage others to be 
engaged as well. � e only way we can dilute the 
infl uence of corporate interests is if we all do our 
part, whatever that part may be. Together we can be 
louder than money.

Another clear issue in Congress is that the 
parties are incredibly polarized. I saw a lot of this 
during my time on the Hill. Instead of engaging in a 
productive, bipartisan manner, many times Members 
of Congress said what they wanted to say in meetings 
and hardly lent an ear to their colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle. In briefi ngs on climate change 
and energy, for example, members of both parties 
were quick to demonize the other side with snide 
comments. � is behavior is also a refl ection of us, 
their constituents. 

� ese days, praise is given to politicians who 
stand fi rm and speak combatively, unwilling to 
compromise,  instead of to politicians who are 

interested in 
coming up with 
solutions that 
work best for 
everyone. To fi x 
this polarization, 
we need to vote 
for individuals 
who are capable of 
being cooperative 
and understanding while also sticking to their 
values. No matter where you stand, you cannot 
expect those on the other side of the aisle to 
understand your concerns if you are not willing to try 
to understand theirs.

After all of these refl ections, my props go to 
those who are being active citizens: the people 
who take the time to really learn both sides of 
current political issues. � e people who call their 
representatives and attend town hall meetings. 
� e NGOs that are educating and mobilizing the 
public. � e private businesses that are choosing to 
take social and environmental responsibility. � is is 
where progress is really being made—right here in 
our own communities, not on some hill on the other 
side of the country.

Our democracy is a beautiful thing, but it is only 
eff ective as long as its citizens are civil, engaged, and 
well-informed. � is is why I decided to work here in 
my home state. � is is where action is most needed. 
Nothing is going to get better in Congress if we, the 
people, don’t use our power to change it.

Give the Gift of EcoNews! 

Now more than ever, we need to stay informed 
and take action to protect our natural places!
EcoNews has been the North Coast’s source of 

environmental news since 1971!

Fill out the form on the back cover of 
this issue, visit us online at 

yournec.org/donate, 
call 822-6918, or stop by the offi  ce 

at 415 I St., Arcata! 

A Gift Membership to the NEC includes 
a full year of EcoNews — delivered 

right to your friend or family 
member’s mailbox!

Adopt-a-Beach

Be a part of our growing 
team of site captains 

and volunteers helping 
to keep our coast clean! 

Visit our website for 
more information 

and a list of available 
sites.

yournec.org/adoptabeach
707-822-6918
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Nat Pennington
Klamath Riverkeeper

Klamath spring-run Chinook salmon (springers) 
were once the most prolifi c fi sh in the Klamath 
Basin. With over 100,000 fi sh returning to the 
river each year to spawn, springers thrived in the 
headwater streams of the Klamath. But by the early 
20th century, springers suff ered precipitous declines 
due to hydraulic mining, logging, diversions, and 
particularly from the construction of dams on the 
Klamath, Shasta, and Trinity Rivers. In the Klamath 
River drainage above the Trinity, the Salmon River 
springers are the last self-sustaining wild population, 
with annual runs of 80–1,600 fi sh. 

Tribes in the Klamath Basin have suff ered 
both economically and spiritually since the near 
extirpation of spring Chinook in the Middle and 
Upper Klamath. According to Jeff  Mitchell of the 
Modoc and Klamath Tribes, “� e Klamath and 
Modoc peoples collectively refer to themselves as 
‘the maqlaq’ meaning the people. We are fi sh people, 
hunters and gatherers. It is the fi sh that give us life. 
Our Spring Ciyals run (Salmon and steelhead)…were 
especially important to the tribal peoples because by 
the time February would arrive after long winters… if 
we could survive until our fi rst fi sh runs in the early 
spring, we would be blessed with the life once again.”

New genetic research from U.C. Davis has 
shed light on the evolutionary history of Klamath 
River spring Chinook. Springers are genetically 
distinguishable from fall-run Chinook. � is 
diff erence is most apparent in their fat. Springers 
have a fat content of up to 22% compared to 12% in 
fall Chinook. � is fat is extremely healthy, identifi ed 
as one of the most concentrated sources of Omega 3, 
critical in development of brain tissue.

Like coho, spring-run Chinook juveniles remain 
in streams for a year or more before moving to 
the sea. Adults return to freshwater from April 
to July and congregate in deep pools where they 
hold through September and spawn.  � is strategy 
allows them to spawn and develop in upstream 
reaches of tributaries that are often inaccessible to 
fall-run Chinook. 

Temperatures below 16°C (61°F) are necessary as 
the fi sh are susceptible to disease in warmer water, 
and eggs lose viability as temperatures increase. 

Klamath dam removal would reopen vast 
amounts of good habitat for springers. Many 
tributaries to Upper Klamath Lake stay below 19°C 
(66°F) through the entire summer. Large accretions 
and subterranean springs exist under the current 
site of the Klamath dam reservoirs. � ese cool water 
pockets and deep pools, once uncovered, should 
provide suffi  cient cold-water refugia for the upstream 

migration of spring Chinook into Oregon. 
Until the dams are removed, there is much 

that can be done to help the springers. Spring 
fl ow releases from Trinity Reservoir would help 
to preserve Klamath spring Chinook until dam 
removal gives them access to required habitat. 
Better hatchery management is also important. A 
100 percent adipose fi n clip mark, to help fi shermen 
distinguish hatchery fi sh from native, is long overdue 
for hatchery production. Protection of the Salmon 
River spring Chinook is also paramount for the 
true restoration of the Klamath Basin. According to 
many climate change models, the Klamath’s volcanic 
elevations may be resilient as the climate changes, 
capturing snowpack and therefore the restoration of 
the Basin is of utmost importance for biodiversity. 

You can help springers by volunteering at your 
local Klamath Basin watershed group, attending 
public hearings and speaking on behalf of Klamath 
restoration, commenting on dam removal and water 
plans, monitoring the Klamath and reporting fi sh 
die-off s, conserving water locally, and participating 
in rallies around Klamath Basin issues. Together, let’s 
rekindle our love for these iconic salmon that are 
critical to our region’s food chain and recover them 
for generations to come. 

Spring Chinook
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

Spring Chinook and summer steelhead (bottom) in the Salmon 
River. Photo: Nat Pennington. 
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O U K M Q J O X I V S P E T G  
O R P T V N B U F A G Q H G H  
R T L L Y H P O R O L H C S P  
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Did you know leaves make food for trees? 

Trees need sunlight, air, water and cholorphyll 
to make food for trees. Chlorophyll is what makes 
leaves green in the spring and summer. As the 
seasons change to fall and the weather is less 
warm, leaves get less light and stop making food 
to prepare for the winter. The cholorphyll fades 
and other colors like red, yellow, orange, and 
brown begin to show on leaves. 

Without food from sunlight, the stems of the 
leaves weaken, and the leaves fall from the trees 
in the winter.  The rest of the tree, like the trunk 
and branches, get food from the roots of the 
tree. This fall, see how many di� erent colors you 
can see on leaves!

Colorful Chlorophyll

word search
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We the People 2.0 confronts 
its viewers with the 
ravages of mine tailings 
and leaky containment 
ponds, of sludge and ooze 
and grue, all of which, the 
fi lm documents, are killing 
people, particularly in the 
cancer-blighted small towns 
of North America. The fi lm’s 
brief is laudable: Alongside 
documenting grassroots 
activism, including the kayak 
fl otillas that protested 
Shell Oil in Seattle, the fi lm 
focuses on legal challenges 
presented to corporations 
by granting rights to 
ecosystems.

Ocean Night
Sponsored by Surfrider Humboldt, Humboldt Baykeeper and the Northcoast Environmental Center. 

at the Arcata Theater Lounge
1036 G St, Arcata

Thursday, October 12 - Straws and Thicker than Water
Thursday, November 9 - Under an Arctic Sky and TBA

Movie Night with the NEC
Wednesday, November 15 - 6pm and 8pm

at the MiniPlex
401 I St, Arcata

bring you     bring you     

Help us continue to 
advocate, educate, and

YES!  I will help the Northcoast
 Environmental Center protect our 
watersheds, wildlands and communities!

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC 
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:

$100 - Coho Salmon

$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$25 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl

$500 - Orca

$1000 - Redwood

Other ________

I would like to become a sustaining member! 
I pledge $___________ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly. 
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

A subscription to EcoNews is included 
with your membership. 

I would like to save resources and read 
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the 
address above. 

Please choose one option:

Save resources, donate online: 
www.yournec.org, or scan the code 
at right. If you prefer, mail this form 
with a check or fi ll in your credit card 
information below. 

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 

Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we 
will list your name in publications as a donor. 
 

My gift is (check one box if applicable):  

a gift membershipin memory of

in honor of

Name of person _______________________________

(If gift 
membership)

 (student or 
low income)

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous. 

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518 

Address ____________________________

City ________________________________
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