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Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
These are our famous rain-or-shine docent-led fi eld trips at 
the Marsh. Bring your binocular(s) and have a great morning 
birding! Meet in the parking lot at the end of South I Street 
(Klopp Lake) in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips end around 11 
a.m. Walks led by: Noah Sanday (Dec 2), Moe Morrissette 
(Dec 9), Ken Burton (Dec 16), Jim Clark (Dec 23), and Jude 
Power (Dec 30).

For some of our more far-reaching trips we would like 
to suggest donating gas money to drivers on fi eld trips. 
A good rule of thumb is $5 per ½ hour drive time to fi eld 
trip destination.

Join the Christmas Bird Count! There are fi ve count 
circles within an hour and a half’s drive from Humboldt 
Bay, and we need your help with this Citizen Science 
project (see page 4) . Count dates are scheduled in the 
weeks around Christmas. Check Audubon’s CBC webpage 
(http://www.audubon.org/join-christmas-bird-count) and 
click on the map view link to see local circles, which are 
described below. Contact compilers early, as dates may 
change due to poor weather. Beginners are welcome! 
Also, your counts from your backyard feeder are needed. 

If you want to join the count without traveling, contact 
compilers to report your data.

Saturday, December 9: Willow Creek Bird Walks. 
Meet at Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) 
starting at 9 a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our 
destination; carpooling available. Walks generally run 
2-3 hours. All ages, abilities and interest levels welcome! 
For more information, please contact Melissa Dougherty 
at 530-859-1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@
gmail.com.

Sunday, December 10: Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge. This is a wonderful 2- to 3-hour trip 
for people wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt 
Bay area. It takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on 
enjoying the birds! Beginners are more than welcome. 
Meet at the Refuge Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Call Jude 
Power (707-822-3613) for more information.

Saturday, December 16: Arcata Christmas Bird 
Count. This circle includes Mad River mouth, 
McKinleyville, part of Arcata Community Forest, 
Arcata, Bayside, Indianola, Eureka, and the North Spit. 

Contact Tony Kurz (tonyk_71220@hotmail.com).

Sunday, December 17: Eureka Waterfront. Meet at 9 
a.m. at the foot of W. Del Norte St., where we will scope 
for birds off the public dock until everyone assembles. 
We will then drive to the base of the Hikshari’ Trail at 
Truesdale Street and bird along the trail to the Elk River 
Wildlife Sanctuary. Leader: Ralph Bucher (707-499-1247; 
thebook@reninet.com).

Annual Banquet
Saturday, February 28TH

The programs start at 7:30 p.m. (potluck at 6:30 for December) 
at the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., Arcata. 

Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and please come fragrance-free.

[continued next page]

JANUARY PROGRAM: FRIDAY, JAN 12DEC POTLUCK & PROGRAM: FRIDAY, DEC 8

Save the Date!
Our yearly Banquet will take place on 
February 17, 2018, featuring Doug Forsell’s 
talk,  “Howland, Baker, and Jarvis Islands: 
Our Most Remote National Wildlife Refuges.” 
See you at the Arcata D Street Neighborhood 
Center, beginning at 5:30 p.m.!

Shorebirds run the gamut of breeding-system 
diversity, plovers being no exception. Mating 
and parental strategies vary within and among 
plover species, thus providing a model system 
by which to investigate sex-role evolution. 
Dr. Luke Eberhart-Phillips, a postdoctoral 
researcher at the Max Planck Institute for 
Ornithology in Seewiesen, Germany, will take 
us on a journey into the baobab wetlands of 
southwestern Madagascar, where he has studied 
the alternative reproductive strategies of three 
plover species living together. He will relate 
these fi ndings to his work on the Kentish plover 
and our own local species, the snowy plover. 
He will also elucidate the applied benefi ts of 
understanding breeding behavior in the context 
of wildlife conservation and management.

THE SECRET LIVES OF PLOVERS:
TALES FROM MADAGASCAR AND BEYOND

Caring for the Wild,
One Patient at a Time

Programs start at 7:30 p.m. (potluck at 6:30 for December) at Six Rivers Masonic 
Lodge, 251 Bayside Road, Arcata. Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and come 
fragrance-free.

Found an injured wild animal? Operated by 
Bird Ally X, the Humboldt Wildlife Care 
Center is the only permitted all-species 
wildlife rehabilitation facility on the North 
Coast, serving an area larger than New 
Jersey. The facility cares for over 1200 wild 
animals each year, from the hummingbird 
who collided with a window, to the raccoon 
hit by a car, and the barn owl poisoned by 
rodenticide. Monte Merrick, co-founder and 
co-director of Bird Ally X, will talk about 
wildlife rehabilitation and the work Bird Ally 
X does to teach the public what they can do 
to help keep wild animals out of harm’s way. 
Bring a dish to share; we will provide drinks, 
plates, and utensils. 
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The Sandpiper is published six times each year by 
Redwood Region Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1054, Eureka, CA 95502.

Thinking of Joining the 
National Audubon Society?

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in your 
membership on this form, rather than replying to solicita-
tions from National Audubon, $20 is sent directly to RRAS. 
This is how NAS rewards local chapters for recruiting
national members. (Otherwise, the RRAS dues share per 
new member is only a couple of dollars.) Thank you.

Chapter Membership Application
Yes, I’d like to join.
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed. (Introductory offer)
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________________________________
STATE_________ZIP_________________________________
email _____________________________________________
Local Chapter Code:  C24   
Please make checks to the National Audubon Society.

Send this application and your check to:
 National Audubon Society
 P.O. Box 422250
 Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

           ----------LOCAL CHAPTER----------      
REdWOOD REGION AUDUBON SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1054, EUREKA, CA 95502

By Hal Genger President’s Column
I spent this mid-November Sunday out on the ocean 
preceding a major storm. My main task was to help students 
learn to sample for chemicals in the water column and 
compare the water out 15 miles to water nearer the shore. 
My other responsibility was to point out any marine birds 
and mammals that we might run across. Birding wasn’t so 
good. I saw only a few species of gulls, some Common 
Murres, a single Sooty Shearwater, and finally five Black-
footed Albatross at the farthest station. Apparently, the 
whales were hiding.
 We did beat the rain. The expanse of clouds, 
mountains, and ocean was stunningly beautiful. What a 
gorgeous area we live in. 
 Sitting at home, I am thinking of all the things 
RRAS is doing to keep people wanting to visit this region 
or call it home. RRAS contributes many field trips in our 
unique area. Our new Field Trip chair, Melissa Dougherty, 
is coming up with some new places to explore. Thanks, 
Melissa. 
 The Conservation Committee meets monthly 
and reviews any local issues which might alter birds and 
habitat. We stand against degradation of the environment 

and support positive change. For example, RRAS is 
beginning the process of working on a conservation 
easement on the Cottonwoods on the Mad River. These 
are important bird areas for nesting and migrations. We are 
also planning more weed-pulling and planting at the Wigi 
Wetlands (behind Bayshore Mall) portion of the Humboldt 
Bay Trail. Check the newspaper and our website for 
details. Drop by Rita’s Margaritas and Mexican Grill, 1111 
Fifth Street, Eureka, CA, at noon the second Thursday of 
the month if you are interested in helping.
 I invite all of you to be involved in the Christmas 
Bird Counts this year. These are exciting events which get 
you out into nature and help us keep a continuing record 
of the birds in our area. You don’t need to be great at 
identifying birds, as others in your group may be, but you 
are another set of eyes looking for birds and helping count 
the number of birds. You can also stay at home and count 
birds in your yard if you live within the count circle. Please 
check out the counting opportunities listed elsewhere in 
this edition.

 Finally, Happy New Year!

Sunday, December 17: Del Norte Christmas Bird Count. 
This circle includes Crescent City, Tolowa Dunes State 
Park, Smith River mouth, and Jedediah Smith Redwoods 
State Park. Contact Alan Barron (flockfinder@yahoo.com).

Saturday, December 23: Willow Creek Christmas 
Bird Count. This circle is centered near Willow Creek, 
and includes part of Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation and 
Six Rivers National Forest. Contact Melissa Dougherty 
(nevrdoughn@gmail.com or (530) 859-1874).

Sunday, December 31: Centerville Christmas Bird 
Count. This circle includes South Spit, King Salmon, 
Fields Landing, lower Elk River, Fortuna, Ferndale, 
Centerville Beach, Eel River mouth, and Loleta. Contact 
Sean McAllister (whiteouters@gmail.com).

Sunday, December 31: College of the Redwoods. The 
College campus offers a variety of habitats: shrub hedges, 
fields, forests, marsh, and pond. We are likely to see and 
hear songbirds, soaring hawks, and wetlands-loving birds. 
Meet at 9 a.m. at the flagpole in front of Administration 
(take south entrance). Walks run 2-3 hours. Parking is free 
on weekends! Led by Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Tuesday, January 2: Tall Trees Christmas Bird Count. 
This circle includes Orick, Humboldt Lagoons State Park, 
a large part of Redwoods National Park, Redwood Creek 
mouth, and part of Bald Hills Rd. Contact Ken Burton 
(shrikethree@gmail.com).

Sunday, January 7: Lower Klamath River. Meet leader, 
Ken Burton (707-499-1146; shrikethree@gmail.com), on 
SE Klamath Beach Rd. just east of Hwy 101 at 9 a.m. for 
a six-hour exploration of riparian, riverine, and coastal 
habitats. Be prepared for muddy trails and several miles of 
walking.

Sunday, January 7: Winter Rarities. We will start in 
Arcata and end in the Ferndale area, concentrating on 
looking for rarities that were found on the Arcata and 
Centerville CBCs, while also enjoying all the species we 
could expect to see along the way. Most years we see 

around 90-100 species total, and even sometimes find our 
own rarity! Rob Fowler (707-839-3493; migratoriusfwlr@
gmail.com) will lead. We will meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 
Arcata Marsh G St parking lot. Bring a lunch and expect to 
end around 4 p.m. Dress warm; heavy rain cancels. 

Saturday, January 13: Willow Creek Bird Walks. See 
December 9.

Sunday, January 14: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. See December 10.

Saturday, January 20: Southern Humboldt Community 
Park in Garberville. The walk begins at Tooby Park. Take 
Sprowl Creek Rd one mile out of town and park just past 
the entrance (McKee Lane) on the right in the well-marked 
Tooby parking lot. We spend 20-30 minutes observing the 
Eel River just below Tooby, then cross the road and enter 
the Community Park (McKee Lane) and slowly work our 
way towards the farm house, stables and barn. If you’re late 
you can easily catch up! The walk is an easy 2- to 3-hour 
walk. We generally have some extra binoculars. Organic 
shade-grown (bird-friendly) coffee is usually provided. No 
dogs, please. Outhouses on the trail. For information call 
Ann at 923-7227. Heavy rain cancels.

Sunday, January 21: Eureka Waterfront. See December 
17.

Sunday, January 28: College of the Redwoods. See 
December 31.

FIELD TRIPS (cont. from previous page)

Long-tailed Duck, 11/25/2017.
North Jetty, Humboldt Bay, Humboldt Co., © Bob Brown
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By Hal Genger President’s Column
I spent this mid-November Sunday out on the ocean 
preceding a major storm. My main task was to help students 
learn to sample for chemicals in the water column and 
compare the water out 15 miles to water nearer the shore. 
My other responsibility was to point out any marine birds 
and mammals that we might run across. Birding wasn’t so 
good. I saw only a few species of gulls, some Common 
Murres, a single Sooty Shearwater, and finally five Black-
footed Albatross at the farthest station. Apparently, the 
whales were hiding.
 We did beat the rain. The expanse of clouds, 
mountains, and ocean was stunningly beautiful. What a 
gorgeous area we live in. 
 Sitting at home, I am thinking of all the things 
RRAS is doing to keep people wanting to visit this region 
or call it home. RRAS contributes many field trips in our 
unique area. Our new Field Trip chair, Melissa Dougherty, 
is coming up with some new places to explore. Thanks, 
Melissa. 
 The Conservation Committee meets monthly 
and reviews any local issues which might alter birds and 
habitat. We stand against degradation of the environment 

and support positive change. For example, RRAS is 
beginning the process of working on a conservation 
easement on the Cottonwoods on the Mad River. These 
are important bird areas for nesting and migrations. We are 
also planning more weed-pulling and planting at the Wigi 
Wetlands (behind Bayshore Mall) portion of the Humboldt 
Bay Trail. Check the newspaper and our website for 
details. Drop by Rita’s Margaritas and Mexican Grill, 1111 
Fifth Street, Eureka, CA, at noon the second Thursday of 
the month if you are interested in helping.
 I invite all of you to be involved in the Christmas 
Bird Counts this year. These are exciting events which get 
you out into nature and help us keep a continuing record 
of the birds in our area. You don’t need to be great at 
identifying birds, as others in your group may be, but you 
are another set of eyes looking for birds and helping count 
the number of birds. You can also stay at home and count 
birds in your yard if you live within the count circle. Please 
check out the counting opportunities listed elsewhere in 
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 Finally, Happy New Year!

Sunday, December 17: Del Norte Christmas Bird Count. 
This circle includes Crescent City, Tolowa Dunes State 
Park, Smith River mouth, and Jedediah Smith Redwoods 
State Park. Contact Alan Barron (flockfinder@yahoo.com).

Saturday, December 23: Willow Creek Christmas 
Bird Count. This circle is centered near Willow Creek, 
and includes part of Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation and 
Six Rivers National Forest. Contact Melissa Dougherty 
(nevrdoughn@gmail.com or (530) 859-1874).

Sunday, December 31: Centerville Christmas Bird 
Count. This circle includes South Spit, King Salmon, 
Fields Landing, lower Elk River, Fortuna, Ferndale, 
Centerville Beach, Eel River mouth, and Loleta. Contact 
Sean McAllister (whiteouters@gmail.com).
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College campus offers a variety of habitats: shrub hedges, 
fields, forests, marsh, and pond. We are likely to see and 
hear songbirds, soaring hawks, and wetlands-loving birds. 
Meet at 9 a.m. at the flagpole in front of Administration 
(take south entrance). Walks run 2-3 hours. Parking is free 
on weekends! Led by Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Tuesday, January 2: Tall Trees Christmas Bird Count. 
This circle includes Orick, Humboldt Lagoons State Park, 
a large part of Redwoods National Park, Redwood Creek 
mouth, and part of Bald Hills Rd. Contact Ken Burton 
(shrikethree@gmail.com).

Sunday, January 7: Lower Klamath River. Meet leader, 
Ken Burton (707-499-1146; shrikethree@gmail.com), on 
SE Klamath Beach Rd. just east of Hwy 101 at 9 a.m. for 
a six-hour exploration of riparian, riverine, and coastal 
habitats. Be prepared for muddy trails and several miles of 
walking.

Sunday, January 7: Winter Rarities. We will start in 
Arcata and end in the Ferndale area, concentrating on 
looking for rarities that were found on the Arcata and 
Centerville CBCs, while also enjoying all the species we 
could expect to see along the way. Most years we see 

around 90-100 species total, and even sometimes find our 
own rarity! Rob Fowler (707-839-3493; migratoriusfwlr@
gmail.com) will lead. We will meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 
Arcata Marsh G St parking lot. Bring a lunch and expect to 
end around 4 p.m. Dress warm; heavy rain cancels. 

Saturday, January 13: Willow Creek Bird Walks. See 
December 9.

Sunday, January 14: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
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Saturday, January 20: Southern Humboldt Community 
Park in Garberville. The walk begins at Tooby Park. Take 
Sprowl Creek Rd one mile out of town and park just past 
the entrance (McKee Lane) on the right in the well-marked 
Tooby parking lot. We spend 20-30 minutes observing the 
Eel River just below Tooby, then cross the road and enter 
the Community Park (McKee Lane) and slowly work our 
way towards the farm house, stables and barn. If you’re late 
you can easily catch up! The walk is an easy 2- to 3-hour 
walk. We generally have some extra binoculars. Organic 
shade-grown (bird-friendly) coffee is usually provided. No 
dogs, please. Outhouses on the trail. For information call 
Ann at 923-7227. Heavy rain cancels.

Sunday, January 21: Eureka Waterfront. See December 
17.

Sunday, January 28: College of the Redwoods. See 
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Long-tailed Duck, 11/25/2017.
North Jetty, Humboldt Bay, Humboldt Co., © Bob Brown

Northern Rough-winged Swallow © Alexa DeJoannis

Our Finances: The Annual Report

by Alexa DeJoannis

We ended our fi scal year on June 30, and prepared 
the following summary. We spent $20,061 and took 
in $20,770, resulting in net ordinary income of $709. 
However, we also invested $1,553 this year in printing 
another run of Common Birds of Northwest California 
by Ken Burton and Leslie Scopes Anderson, a popular 
guide sponsored by RRAS. That leaves us slightly in 
debt, but we expect our current assets to repay our 
investment over the next few years as we sell copies 
of the book. 
 Our expenses included outlays on scholarships 
and awards, bank fees, banquet catering, the bird 
box, dues to NEC and the National Audubon Society, 
fi eld trip reimbursements and insurance, outreach 
and education materials, postage and post box rent, 
printing, program refreshments, cost of goods sold, 
royalties to authors and speaker honorariums, hall 
rentals, storage rental, supplies, and volunteer 
appreciation.
 Our income included funds from donations, 
Bird-athon pledges, grants, membership dues, 
investment dividends, book sales, the Godwit Café, 
auction proceeds, and banquet dinner sales.
 Donations and membership dues are very 
important to us, as they show community support for 
our missions. We invest capital on a rolling basis, 
which pays predictable dividends from year to year, 
but it is only a small part of our income. Our earnings 
from events, specifi cally the annual banquet and the 
Godwit Café at Godwit Days, and book sales makes 
up the majority of our funding. Like membership and 
donations, events depend on community support, but 
their success comes from active participation. The 
volunteers who plan, set up, run, and clean up at the 
Godwit Café and the banquet are essential. Thank you 
for your continued support!
 

We Want Your Photos!
We all enjoy seeing great bird photos. 
Share your recent shots with other 
bird-lovers! Include your name, the 
location and, the date, and send to 
adejoannis@hotmail.com.

Red-breasted Nuthatch, 11/23/2017.
Arcata, Humboldt Co., © Gary Bloomfi eld

Keep Up-to-Date
Through RRAS Listserve

Be reminded about �ield trips and programs and 
learn about upcoming meetings, public hearings, 
and symposia of interest to RRAS members and 
other concerned nature lovers. Subscribe in 1 of 2 
ways: through a Web page link at http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/rras or by e-mail to rras-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. Postings should have 
complete information. This listserv is not for posting 
bird sightings.



The Annual Christmas Bird Count
As the holiday season comes about, some residents of 
Humboldt County will grab their binoculars, pull out 
their field guides, and gear up for a holiday tradition: 
the Christmas Bird Count. 
 It was 118 years ago that Audubon Society 
member and ornithologist Frank M. Chapman proposed 
a new “Christmas Bird Census,” instead of the usual 
practice of bird-hunting. It would be a practice that 
embraced a love for birding, while ultimately gathering 
data for avian conservation efforts. Over a hundred 
years later, that tradition has grown globally and has 
become one of the largest citizen-science projects on 
earth.
 Today the Christmas Bird Count takes place 
annually between December 14 and January 5, and 
typically more than 30,000 people worldwide count 
over 2,400 species—about 65 to 70 million birds each 
year. A single birding circle is 15 miles in diameter, and 
the circle is then broken up into smaller sectors. More 
than two thousand circles globally contribute tallies to 
each year’s count.
 One of the longest-running Christmas Bird 
Count (CBC) circles is at Centerville, which has been 
counted annually for 55 years. The circle stretches 
from Centerville Beach north to King Salmon and 
from Fortuna westward to about a mile offshore. The 
center of the count circle is on Cannibal Island Road, 
about a mile west of Loleta. This year, the count will 
take place on December 31. For the new birder and the 
tried-and-true birding enthusiast it is a day of friends, 
community, and winged wonders.
 There is a great passion for birds among nature 
enthusiasts and scientists of Humboldt County. Sean 
McAllister, the compiler and leader of the Centerville 
count, bases his love for birding on a rare sighting of a 
Blue-Winged Warbler on Centerville’s CBC in 1993. 
 Participation in the CBC is easy. It can 
include birding from your backyard or neighborhood, 
providing access to your property for birders, or 
being assigned to a group and location for the count 
by contacting Sean McAllister or another one of the 

by Sierra Huffman 

DEL NORTE CBC

TALL TREES CBC

WILLOW CREEK CBC

ARCATA CBC

CENTERVILLE CBC

Swamp Sparrow, .10/28/2017, 
Arcata bottoms, HUM, © Rob Fowler

Tropical Kingbird, 10/16/2017, 
Centerville, HUM, © Andy Stepniewski

Scarlet Tanager,  10/24/2017, 
[4th Humboldt record! Found by Keith Slauson]

Crab Park, Loleta, HUM, © Gary Bloomfield

Pectoral Sandpiper,  10/15/2017, 
Centerville, HUM, © Rob Fowler

American Golden-Plover,  09/30/2017, 
Centerville Wetlands, HUM, © Tony Kurz

Share Your Recent
Rarity Photos!

Rarities are exciting! Here are some special 
sightings from this fall in Humboldt County (images 
from eBird checklists). Send in your rarity photos 
to adejoannis@hotmail.com with date and location 
information.

compilers for local CBC circles. There is no schedule 
during count day, and as a participant, you can devote as 
much time as you’d like to the count. Since Centerville 
CBC has been running for over five decades, it has well-

established count sectors and a host of experienced birders 
who come year after year. A new birder can expect to find a 
vast wealth of ornithological knowledge and help with bird 
identification. 
 At the end of the day, the compilation meeting 
or “count-down” takes place, where participants will cover 
a taxonomic list of all the bird species sighted that day. 
Back in the old days before cell phones, the birds sighted 
from group to group were kept a surprise until the “count-
down.” Now the suspense of the compilation meeting is 
lessened, but the modern benefit is that birders now know 
when and where a rare bird is sighted. A rare bird sighting 
might provide a once-in-a-lifetime experience.  
 As any birder knows, the longest species list 
gets all the bragging rights. The Centerville CBC boasts 
the largest local species counts: 190 species in 2012, and 
always striving to increase its yearly tally. Each participant 
increases the chace of seeing more bird species for the 
count, as well as enhances their own personal species list. 
It’s always a competition as to who can compile the biggest 
list and sight the rarest birds, and Centerville hopes to take 
that prize.
 Centerville’s long compilation of data can provide 
insights on bird population trends. For example, Bewick’s 
Wren, a resident species, is showing population declines, 
which is unusual for resident species in Humboldt. Counts 
of the Eurasian Collared-Dove, a non-native species, have 
jumped from zero to over 1,000 sightings in 2015. With 
such a large dataset, scientists and conservationists can 
start asking questions as to why these trends are happening 
and ultimately what we can do to maintain bird populations 
and improve habitats.   
 If this isn’t enough to make Centerville’s 
Christmas Bird Count a new holiday tradition for you, 
then think of a Snowy Owl nestled into a dune, a Lucy’s 
Warbler perched in a tree, or a Short-tailed Shearwater 
just offshore. The rarities are out there and there is always 
something unusual spotted during the CBC. 
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